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Model United Nations Schedule

THURSDAY GA White GA Blue GA Gold Eco/Soc Security
3:00 - 4:30 State Board Meeting 
3:00 - 4:30 Registration/Check-In
4:30 - 5:00 Candidate Meeting
5:15 - 5:45 Opening Session 
5:45 - 9:30 All Councils - Resolution Writing Sedona I Sedona III Mesa I Mesa II Sierra I & II
8:00 - 8:30 Advisor Meeting 
9:30 - 10:15 Cultural Showcase/Devotion
10:15 Pizza Pick Up

FRIDAY GA White GA Blue GA Gold Eco/Soc Security
7:03 - 8:00 State Board Meeting 
8:00 - 8:30 General Session - Press Conference
8:30 - 9:00 Candidate Meeting 
8:30 - 2:30 Debate Sedona I Sedona III Mesa I Mesa II Sierra I & II
11:30 - 12:05 GA White & Blue Lunch
12:00 - 12:35 GA Gold, Eco/Soc & Security Lunch
2:30 - 3:00 General Session - Crisis Discussion 
3:00 - 5:30 Crisis Resolution Writing & Debate Sedona I Sedona III Mesa I Mesa II Sierra I & II
5:30 - 6:00 Candidate Speeches/Elections in Councils Mesa II Sierra I & II
6:00 - 7:30 Get Ready for Banquet 
6:54 - 7:31 State Board Meeting 
7:30 - 8:30 Banquet 
8:30 - 9:00 Change for Dance & Trivia
9:00 - 10:30 Dance & Trivia Activities
10:30 - 10:45 Devotion 
10:45 - 12:00 State Board Meeting 

SATURDAY GA White GA Blue GA Gold Eco/Soc Security
7:13-8:00 State Board Meeting 
8:00 -10:30 Plenary Session 
10:30-11:15 Hotel Checkout 
10:30-11:15 State Board Meeting 
11:15-12:15 Closing Session/Adjournment (casual dress) 

Conference Office
Sedona
Rooms 

Conference Office
Sedona

Conference Office

Rooms 
Dance - Sedona         Trivia - Mesa II

Sedona

Landing
Sedona

Rooms 
Sierra I & II

Sedona

Sedona 

Landing

Conference Office
Hotel Lobby

Sedona
Sedona

Landing
Sedona

Hotel Lobby

Conference Office
Sedona
Landing
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PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

State Board 
Model United Nations is a student-led conference.  If you have any questions, please remember 
that your state officers are always ready to serve you.  Below is a listing of this year’s officers, 
their school, and contact information. 

Office Name School Email address 

Secretary General Margaret Moe St. Joseph’s 

Academy 

2023522@sjabr.org 

Security Council PO Matthew Truehart Mandeville truehart.matthew@gmail.com 

Security Council PO Thomas O’Connor Episcopal BR oconnort23@ehsbr.org 

Eco/Soc PO Laura Lee Parker Captain 

Shreve 

lauraparker235@gmail.com 

Eco/Soc PO Vaishnavi Kumbala Haynes vsaikumbala@gmail.com 

General Assembly PO Unmesh Chakravarty Haynes unmeshchak70@gmail.com 

General Assembly PO Ella Robichaux St. Joseph’s 

Academy 

2024673@sjabr.org 

General Assembly PO Eva Robichaux St. Joseph’s 

Academy 

2024674@sjabr.org 

General Assembly PO Kaci Cook Haynes kaciacook4@gmail.com 

General Assembly PO Spencer McNeely ESA smcneely23@esafalcons.com 

Program Staff  
Model United Nations is supported by the Y&G Program Staff, who are all alumni of the program. 
You may contact the following volunteers with questions.  

Position Name Email address 

Program Director Jeremy Miller 

la.youthandgovernment@gmail.com 
Academic Director Isha Matta 

MUN Program Directors Julia James and 

Anna Kutner  



CODE OF CONDUCT 

1. No delegate shall leave a YMCA LA Youth & Government function unless with the approval of his/her advisor 

AND the director of the program is secured.  The delegate must be picked up and returned by a parent or 

legal guardian.

2. Each delegate is legally and financially liable for the removal, defacing, or willful damage to public or private 

property.  This includes the property of fellow delegates and staff, schools, and the hotel. Any act of 

vandalism, destruction of property, or misuse of a facility may be a crime and will be treated as a potential 

criminal violation.

3. Food is not permitted in any conference meeting rooms.  Beverages are limited to water and coffee.

4. The use of incense, vaping devices, tobacco products, and use of/possession of alcoholic beverages or non-

prescription drugs is forbidden at the YMCA LA Youth & Government function.

5. Delegates shall not leave the conference perimeter except to travel to scheduled conference activities. This 

includes staying in designated areas at the hotel.  The hotel pool is off limits for everyone, all the time.

6. Delegates may not visit or be in anyone else’s hotel rooms without the explicit permission of their school 

advisor. Delegates may not be in any room of the opposite sex at any time.

7. All delegates shall be in and remain in their assigned hotel rooms by scheduled curfew and doors shall remain 

closed until scheduled end of curfew.

8. Delegates shall not invite or receive outside visitors to the conference or hotel.

9. There shall be no room switching in the hotel without the approval of the delegation advisor and the director 

of the program.

10. There shall be no noise in the halls or rooms of the hotel that would disturb other people after 10:00

p.m.

11. Official observers are registered as part of the YMCA LA Youth & Government conference and are 
governed by this code.  All other visitors to the program are restricted to the assigned areas unless 
approval is secured from the director of the program. Each delegate shall attend all sessions of the YMCA 

LA Youth & Government program unless options are designated.

12. BADGE SWITCHING OR SHARING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  Participants will wear their assigned 
badges at all times when they are not in their sleeping rooms and must be able to produce their badge at all 

times.  Badges are to be worn above the waist and must be visible.  Badges are not to be defaced, decorated, 

or altered in any way.  ONLY ADVISORS CAN REQUEST REPLACEMENT BADGES. 



13. Unless there is a fire, pulling a fire alarm is a serious offense.  Hotel alarms automatically summon the fire 

department and create a great inconvenience and fear for the hotel and other guests.

14. Use of personal vehicles by students at YMCA LA Youth & Government conference is strictly prohibited. Only club 

and conference advisors and staff may use personal vehicles.

15. Student participation in all dimensions of the YMCA LA Youth & Government conference shall be maintained 

on the highest plane with utmost respect for fellow delegates, advisors and staff.

16. Weapons of any kind and items that could cause injury or damage to participants and/or property are strictly 

forbidden.

17. Students are responsible for demonstrating respect for themselves and others through their use of appropriate 
language, avoiding profanity; racial and ethnic slurs; or any otherwise denigration of others through other verbal 
and nonverbal language or communication. Harassing, intimidating or bullying others will not be tolerated.

18. The Program Director has the authority to determine both the appropriateness of appearance and attire of 

participants during the YMCA LA Youth & Government conference.  All participants are to maintain a 

professional and business-like appearance each day between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.  Dress 

codes will be enforced. Specific clothing not allowed at YMCA LA Youth & Government conferences: 

miniskirts, extremely tight clothing, bare midriff, shorts, hats and caps.  Jeans and athletic shoes are allowed during 

free time only (refer to schedule)  

I understand that conference delegates are housed four (3 or 4) to each room and that in order to 

participate in this program, I must share a room and bed with at least one other student of the same sex 

from my delegation.  I further understand that I may not room with anyone other than YMCA 

conference delegates – not an advisor, parents, or other relatives.  I also understand that I may not room 

alone. 

I understand that I may be expelled from all future Youth & Government activities if I have drugs or 

alcohol at the conference or commit any of the infractions listed on the student code conduct form.  

I understand that all fees are non-refundable. 

I have read, reviewed with my advisor and understand the Code of Conduct required to attend Youth & 

Government activities. 

EMERGENCY CARE & TRANSPORTATION PERMISSION – The YMCA of the Capital Area does not 

provide accident or medical insurance for program participants.  I recognize that participation in 

YMCA sponsored activities may expose my child to risk of injury.  I agree to hold the YMCA and the 

school system offering the program if applicable) harmless from any claims that may occur through 

participation in any activity at the YMCA, or in its programs.  In cases of emergency or accident and I am 

unable to be contacted, I hereby grant the YMCA director or his/her agent to secure proper medical 

treatment and transportation for my child to an appropriate facility for treatment. 

MEDIA PROMOTINAL MATERIALS – In further consideration of my child being allowed to participate in 

YMCA activities, I hereby grant permission for my child’s name, voice, picture and basic personal 

information to appear on television as a participant in YMCA activities. 

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________  Date:___________ 

Student Signature_________________________________________  __Date:___________ 
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COUNCILS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
The General Assembly is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the United 
Nations. 

1. Summits will consist of represented countries compromising on issues for resolutions 
for approval.  

2. At the beginning of the session, all countries requesting to present a one-minute 

position statement on their country's views of the topic presented in each General 
Assembly will be allowed to do so.  These countries must notify the General Assembly 

Presiding Officers of their intent to deliver the policy statement.  

3. During discussion, any delegate may rise to a point of order, and the president will 
recognize this point at his/her discretion.  

4. A majority for a proposal to be heard is required.  

 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL  
The Economic and Social Council studies problems that concern the way we live.  It deals with such 
problems as economic development, human rights, international trade, narcotics, population, 
refugees, and transportation.  

1. At the beginning of the session, all countries requesting to present a one-minute 

position statement on their country's views of the topic presented in the Eco/Soc 

Council will be allowed to do so.  These countries must notify the Eco/Soc Presiding 
Officers of their intent to deliver the policy statement.  

2. Method of Voting: The ECO/SOC will vote on many substantive questions by roll call, 
others will be by voice vote.  Roll calls will be taken in the English alphabetical order of 

members.  When the name of a member is called, its delegate must reply either "yes", 
"no", "abstain", or "pass".  A delegate may pass only once during a roll call vote.  

Abstentions do not count as votes.  It will not be necessary for any motion proposed 
by a delegate on the ECO/SOC to be seconded before putting it to a vote.  

3. Decisions of the ECO/SOC on procedural matters will be made by an affirmative vote 

of 2/3 of those ECO/SOC members present and voting.  A party to a dispute will 
abstain from voting.  An abstention is not considered a vote.  

 

SECURITY COUNCIL  

The duties of the Security Council are to maintain international peace and security and oversee the 
international regulation of armaments.    

1. The Security Council will consist of delegates from Russia, the United States, the 

United Kingdom, France, China, and delegates from other nations assigned to Security 

Council.  

2. At the beginning of the session, all countries requesting to present a one-minute 

position statement on their country's views of the topic presented in the Security 

Council will be allowed to do so.  These countries must notify the Security Council 

Presiding Officers of their intent to deliver the policy statement.  
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3. Items on the agenda may be postponed or altered by the Security Council by a 2/3 

majority vote.  Additional items adjudged of an important and urgent nature may be 

added to the agenda with a 2/3 majority vote.  

4. Each country represented in the Security Council will have one vote for resolutions.  

Decisions of the Security Council on procedural matters will be made by an affirmative 

vote of 2/3 of all Security Council representatives present. At any time a party may 
choose to abstain from voting.  Any of the five permanent members of the Security 

Council (Russia, United States, United Kingdom, France and China) have veto power of 

any resolution considered.    

5. Method of voting: The Security Council will vote on all motions or resolutions by roll 

call.  The roll call will be taken in the English alphabetical order of members.  The name 

of each member will be called in any roll call, and its delegate shall reply "yes", "no", 

"abstain", or "pass".   A delegate may pass only once during a roll call vote.  
Abstentions do not count as votes.  The members shall vote on procedural questions 

by raising their PLACARDS.  It will not be necessary for any motion proposed by a 

delegate on the Security Council to be seconded before being put to a vote.  The 

Russian Federation, China, U.S., U.K., and France are the five permanent members of 

the Security Council.  If any one of them votes NO on a resolution, it is killed.  If the 
member does not wish to fail the resolution or vote yes, the member must abstain. 

*All vetoes must be presented with valid reasoning.  
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Important Changes and Information 
 

Thursday Evening 
On the first night of Model UN, delegates do not engage in traditional debate, but instead 
write resolutions and determine which resolutions would be best to debate during chamber 
the following day. Ranking Thursday night should not be determined by whether a delegate 
agrees with a resolution, but instead on five criteria: Feasibility, Speaker 
Knowledge/Presentation, Originality, and Relevance to the Topic. All resolutions shall be 
ranked on a scale of 1-5 for each criterion with 1 being the  best ranking and 5 being the 
worst ranking.   
 
Resolution Ranking Form Here: 
 
Remember!  

1 = Best 
5 = Worst 

 
 

Technology Policy 
While technology may be used during committee ranking, 
delegates must act with respect towards speakers. 
Computers and other devices are encouraged for use during resolution writing and 
research, but other than being briefly used for research purposes or for reading your 
prepared statements, phones and computers must remain away from debate.   
 

Maintaining Respect 
The YMCA core values are caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility. All delegates must 
remain respectful of other delegates and strive to exemplify these values. 

 

Asking Author Questions 
To ask an author a question outside of the time allotted for technical questions, any 
delegate may ask, “Does the author yield to a series of technical and/or non-technical 
questions?” after being recognized during debate.  
 

Motions & Points 
Motions and points will be reintroduced this year. Though some notable ones are listed 
below, please visit “Explanations of Parliamentary Motions and Points” for more details.  
 
 
Points of Information 
Allows a delegate to clarify misinformation on the floor or add relevant information. Any 
delegate may rise and say, “Point of Information!” The presiding officer will acknowledge 
the point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”  Points of information may interrupt 
speakers. 
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Points of Personal Privilege 
Allows a delegate to be temporarily excused from the room. A delegate will rise between 
speakers and say, “Point of Personal Privilege.”  
 
Point of Parliamentary Inquiry 
Allows a delegate to ask the chair for clarification on any portion of parliamentary 
procedure that causes confusion. Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Parliamentary 
Inquiry!” the presiding officer will acknowledge the point by saying “Rise and state your 
point.” 
 
For all motions other than motions to amend resolutions, the following procedure will be 
used: 

● A delegate may seek recognition from the presiding officer by rising and saying, 
“Mr./Mme. Chair” or “Mr./Mme. Presiding Officer.”  

● Once the presiding officer recognizes the delegate, he/she will state the motion.  
● If the presiding officer deems the motion appropriate, he/she will call for a second.  
● If a second is given, the presiding officer will then ask for objections. If there are no 

objections, the motion is immediately adopted. If there is an objection or multiple 
objections, the presiding officer will convene a vote. 

 
Motion to Suspend the Rules 
Allows procedures in the handbook to become altered by the chair or speaker. Can be used 
to extend debate or alter dress code, permitting delegates to remove suit jackets. A 
delegate will stand and say, “Motion to extend debate by __ rounds” or “Motion to suspend 
the rules in manner of dress.” As with all motions, motions to suspend the rules are up to 
the discretion of the chair.  
 
 

Amendments 
This year, amendments will be reintroduced. These amendments can be used to change the 
content of a resolutions and are primarily used to change the implementation, funding, or 
penalties of a resolution. They are only in order after the first round of debate on Friday. 
 
To make an amendment, a delegate must write a proposed change in an amendment form, 
found in the back of their conference binder. The delegate will then raise their red placard 
and announce “I believe there is an amendment on the floor.” The delegate will hand the 
completed amendment form to the chair, who will determine if the amendment is 
germane. If the chair believes the amendment is germane, and if time allows, the clerk 
will read the amendment aloud, and the resolution author will determine if the proposed 
amendment is hostile or friendly to the intent of the resolution. If deemed friendly, the 
amendment is adopted to the resolution without further discussion. If deemed hostile, the 
chamber moves into amendment debate, an abridged debate where the amendment author 
will give opening and closing statements. 
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Dockets 
After a resolution has passed or failed in its council, the 
resolution author will bring their resolution to the 
resolution tracking table outside of their chamber.  
Find Resolution dockets here:  

 

 
 
 

Outstanding Resolutions and Delegates 
At the end of the conference, each delegate will be asked to vote for what they consider to 
be the “Outstanding Resolution” from their chamber. These resolutions will be recognized 
in the closing ceremony. 
Outstanding delegates will also be recognized at the end of conference for their 
engagement and decorum throughout the conference.  
 
Outstanding Delegates and Resolution Voting Form Here: 
Access to voting for Outstanding Delegates and Resolutions will open on Friday night. 
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COUNCIL PROCEDURES 
 

RESOLUTION WRITING 
 

I. Roll Call – Presiding Officer 

II. Topic Presentation – Presiding Officer  

III. Questions on the Topic [4 minutes] – Delegates  

IV. Position Statement Presentations [1 minute per country] – Delegates 

V. Idea Sharing and General Discussion [10 minutes] – Delegates 

VI. Collaboration and Resolution Writing [22 minutes] – Delegates  

VII. Resolution Presentation [1 minute per Resolution] – Resolution Author 

VIII. Resolution Ranking [1 minute] – Delegates 

 

 

GENERAL DEBATE 

 

I. Presentation of Docket – Presiding Officer  
II. Resolution Debate  

a. Read Resolution – Presiding Officer  

b. Opening Statement [3 minutes] – Resolution Author  

c. Technical Questions [3 minutes] 

d. Debate Round [12 minutes]- AMENDMENTS ARE IN ORDER FROM AFTER THE FIRST 
SPEAKER UNTIL THE LAST ROUND OF PROPOSITION 

i. Alternates between 

1. Opposition [2 minutes] 

2. Proposition [2 minutes] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e. Resolution Author Summary [2 minutes]  

f. Country Caucus [1 minute] 

g. Country Vote (one representative per country)   

 

Amendment Process (only if deemed hostile) 
I. Amendment Presentation [2 minutes] – Author 
II. Technical Questions [1 minute] 
III. Debate Round [4 minute] 

a. Alternates between 
• Opposition [1 minute] 
• Proposition [1 minute] 

IV. Comments [1 minute] – Proposal Author  
V. Amendment Summary [1 minute] – Amendment Author 
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    COUNCIL PROCEDURES 

 

RESOLUTION WRITING 
  

I. In council meetings the Presiding Officer will present topic of debate.    

II. There will be 4 minutes for questions on the topic.  

III. Each country will be given the opportunity to present their country’s position on the topic.  

Presentations will be 1 minute each.  Countries are not required to present positions, but 

this is recommended for partnership with other countries in writing proposals.  Delegates 

will use position statements to develop a Resolution on specific topics.  This will be the 

only guaranteed time for a country to speak.  

IV. Presiding Officer will facilitate the sharing of general ideas on the topic with the entire 

council for 10 minutes.   

V. There will 22 minutes for countries with similar ideas to collaborate to write proposal on 

the assigned topic.  The proposed Resolution must have 4 country signatures before being 

submitted to the Chair.   

VI. After Resolutions have been written the Resolution Author(s) will have 1 minute for brief 

Resolution summary. 

VII. Each country will then rank the Resolutions for that topic. (Around 1 minute) 

VIII. Top-ranked resolutions for each topic will advance to the Docket for General Debate 

session on Friday. Dockets will be posted Friday morning.  

  

 

GENERAL DEBATE 

 

I. On Friday, each council will go into General Debate for all Resolutions on the Docket. 

a. During debate of Resolutions, an Amendment may be submitted.  Amendment 

procedures are to be followed.  

b. Voting – The Presiding Officer will allow up to 1 minute for countries to “caucus,” 

or decide how the country will vote.  Each country gets ONE vote.  

• Note: For Security Council, the Russian Federation, China, U.S., U.K., and France 

may veto any Resolution they come across. 
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COUNCIL OVERVIEW 
Resolution Writing: 

● Presiding Officer calls roll  

● Presiding Officer presents topic to resolve  

● Questions on Topic           4 minutes  

● Country Position Statements         1 minute per country  

● Idea Sharing on Possible Resolutions       10 minutes  

● Country collaboration for proposal writing     22 minutes  

● Resolution Authors Summary Presentation  1 minute per Resolution 

● Ranking on the Resolutions    1 minute 

 

General Debate: 

● Presiding Officers will post the Docket for General Debate based off Resolution rankings 

● Docket will comprise of Resolutions from all topics 

● Debate per Resolution           ≈ 26 minutes 

● Presiding Officers will create Plenary Docket from Resolutions passed in Councils. 
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GENERAL DEBATE PROCEDURES 
 
If the council the Resolution was referred to ranks it favorably, and if the Presiding Officer places it on the 

Docket, the Sponsor(s) shall present the Resolution to the appropriate council. 

  
PROCEDURES FOR RESOLUTION CONSIDERATION ON THE FLOOR 

 
RESOLUTION SPONSOR'S OPENING STATEMENT 3 MINUTES 

● Sponsor may use all three (3) minutes. 

● Sponsor may use part and yield rest to technical questions, closing statements, or the Chair. 

 
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS  3 MINUTES 

● The Presiding Officer will open the floor to Technical Questions (non-debatable, yes, no, or fact-

based questions) from the floor. The Presiding Officer will recognize members of the body to 

question the Resolution Sponsor(s) on any matter relating to the content of the Resolution in 

question, until time expires.  

● The Presiding Officer has the authority to deem questions germane (relevant to the Resolution) or 

not germane.  

● In the event the delegate wishes to ask more than one technical question, he/she will say the 

following: “Will the Author(s) yield to a series of questions?” The Sponsor(s) may refuse. Speaking 

after is not allowed in this round.  

 

DEBATE     12 MINUTES 
● The Presiding Officer will open the floor to General Debate on the Resolution in which members 

of the body may express their opinions on the Resolution.  

● Each delegate may speak for a maximum of two (2) minutes.  

● In the event a delegate does not use all two (2) minutes, they may yield to another delegate to 

speak, or to the Sponsor’s closing statements. The yielded-to delegate may speak for the 

remainder of the original two (2) minutes given by the Chair, but they must yield to the Chair 

when they are finished speaking since time may not be yielded to another speaker if it has been 

yielded once before.  

● The Presiding Officer will alternate between speakers in opposition and speakers in proposition of 

the Resolution. The first speaker recognized should be in opposition to the Resolution, and then 

the Presiding Officer will call for a propositional speaker until 3 rounds of opp/prop debate (12 

minutes) have expired.  

● The speaker may ask the Resolution Sponsor(s) a question or a series of questions upon being 

recognized by saying “Will the Author(s) yield to a question/series of questions?” The speaker 

may engage in debate before and/or after the question(s).  

● Members of the body may also propose Amendments upon being recognized by the Chair. In the 

event an Amendment is deemed hostile, or not accepted, by the Resolution Sponsor(s), the 

following procedure will take place:  

   
AMENDMENT DEBATE AND VOTE  9 MINUTES 
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Amendment Sponsor's Opening Statement 2 minutes 

Questions 1 minute 

General Debate on the Amendment 4 minutes 

Original Resolution Sponsor’s Statements 1 minute 

Amendment Sponsor’s Closing Statements 1 minute 

● For a full explanation of the Amendment process, see “Explanations of Parliamentary Motions

and Points” below.

RESOLUTION SPONSOR CLOSING STATEMENT 2 MINUTES 
● Once debate has closed on the Resolution, the Presiding Officer will recognize the Resolution

Sponsor(s) to deliver their Closing Statement, or present their arguments for final passage, for the

last time.

● In the event the Sponsor(s) have unused, yielded time from their Opening Statement, or a

delegate, the total time available to the Sponsor(s) will be two (2) minutes plus the yielded time.

FINAL READING OF RESOLUTION AND VOTE 
● The Presiding Officer will convene a vote for final action on the Resolution

● The Resolution will be read by title only for the final time by the Clerk.

● There will be a 1-minute country caucus to confer with countrymen to render a vote.

● The Presiding Officer will ask countries for a voice vote indicating an Aye, Nay, Abstain, or Pass

towards the vote on the Resolution.  Pass votes will be returned to after the initial roll call is

complete. Voting is conducted by country roll call. Each country may only vote only once.  Votes

may not be changed once they are given. A simple majority (1/2) is required for passage.
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PLENARY COUNCIL PROCEDURES 

1. The top-ranked resolutions from each council will make up the Plenary docket. The

Presiding Officers and Secretary General will order the Plenary Docket.

2. Debate will proceed based on the order of the Docket.

Note: Amendments may not be submitted during the Plenary Session.

PLENARY SESSION OVERVIEW 
● Presiding Officer calls roll

● Presiding Officer presents Docket

● Debate ≈ 26 minutes per Resolution
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EXPLANATIONS OF MOTIONS 

Only the following motions and points are allowed during debate.  

For all motions, save motions to amend legislation, the following procedure will be used: 

● A delegate may seek recognition from the Presiding Officer by rising and saying,

“Sir/Mister/Madame Chair I move to...”

● If the Presiding Officer deems the motion appropriate, he/she will call for a second.

● If a second is given, the Presiding Officer will then ask for objections.

o If there are no objections, the motion is immediately adopted.

o If there is an objection or multiple objections, the Presiding Officer will convene a vote.

▪ The required majority varies for each motion.

1. Amendments to Resolutions
● Motions to amend Resolutions are allowed at any point during the opp/prob debate portion,

except before the second speaker and after the second-to-last speaker. They may not

interrupt speakers.

● These motions have the effect of changing the verbiage of Resolutions.

● After the Committee Chair or Presiding Officer recognizes a delegate to speak during Debate,

he/she will move to amend the Resolution. “I move to amend Resolution # to read….” Or 

“Madame/Sir Chair, I believe there is an amendment on the floor,” in order to recognize the 

amendment.  

● Upon moving to amend the Resolution, the Amendment Author will hand the completed

amendment form (found at the back of the conference binder) to the Clerk or Presiding

Officer.

● The Presiding Officer is empowered to deem Amendments germane (relevant) or not

germane to the Resolutions in question. If it is not germane, the Amendment will not

progress.

● The Presiding Officer will then ask the Resolution Sponsor(s) whether they deem the

Amendment friendly or hostile to the Resolution.

o In the event the Resolution Sponsor(s) deem the Amendment friendly, the amendment

text will be immediately added to the Resolution without debate or a vote.

o In the event the Resolution Sponsor(s) deem the Amendment hostile, the Presiding

Officer will open debate on the Amendment.

▪ The Amendment Sponsor will deliver an opening statement on the Amendment
for a maximum of two (2) minutes.

▪ The Presiding Officer will open the floor to technical questions from the floor
for a maximum of one (1) minute.

▪ The Presiding Officer will open the floor to Debate. Each recognized speaker
may speak for a maximum of one (1) minute. Upon the conclusion of each
speaker’s speech, the Chair will immediately take back the floor in order to
recognize another speaker. The total time for Debate shall not exceed four (4)
minutes.
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▪ The Presiding Officer will then recognize the Resolution Sponsor(s) to deliver 
comments on the Amendment for a maximum of one (1) minute.  

▪ The presiding officer will then recognize the Amendment Sponsor for a Closing 
Statement for a maximum of one (1) minute.  

▪ The Presiding Officer will then convene a voice vote on the Amendment.  
▪ A simple majority (1/2) is required for passage.  

● If a hostile amendment is approved by the body, the Presiding Officer will resume General 

Debate on the Resolution as amended.  

o In the event a delegate wishes to amend the Amendment, the above process will take 

place with the secondary Amendment. Tertiary amendments are not allowed.  

● All debate must remain relevant to the question at hand, whether it be the Resolution, an 

Amendment, or a secondary Amendment.  

 
2. Point of Information 

● Points of Information are allowed at any point during convened sessions of the councils. They 

may interrupt speakers.  

● A Point of Information is a statement to correct or add a fact or statistic, clarify 

misinformation on the floor, or to provide additional insight relevant to the debate. It is not to 

make an additional argument for or against the instrument at hand.  

● Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Information!” The Presiding Officer will acknowledge 

the point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”  

 
3. Point of Order 

● Points of Order are allowed at any point during convened sessions of the councils. They may 

interrupt speakers.  

● A Point of Order is used to alert the Presiding Officer of a perceived error in parliamentary 

procedure.   

● Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Order!” The Presiding Officer will acknowledge the 

point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”  

● Upon hearing the Point of Order, the Presiding Officer will either correct the action in 

question or explain to the delegate how the action in question was in order. 

  
4. Point of Parliamentary Inquiry 

● Points of Parliamentary Inquiry are allowed at any point during convened sessions of the 

councils. They may interrupt speakers.  

● A Point of Parliamentary Inquiry is used to ask the Presiding Officer for clarification on any 

portion of parliamentary procedure that causes confusion.  

● Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Parliamentary Inquiry!” The Presiding Officer will 

acknowledge the point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”  

● Upon hearing the Point of Parliamentary Inquiry, the Presiding Officer will explain the point in 

question to the delegate.  

 
5. Point of Personal Privilege  
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● Points of Personal Privilege are allowed at any point convened sessions of the councils. They 

may interrupt speakers.  

● A Point of Personal Privilege is used make a personal request during debate, including 

permission to vacate the chamber for a brief time.  

● Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Personal Privilege!”  

● Upon hearing the Point of Personal Privilege, the Presiding Officer will either grant or deny it.   

6. The Previous Question 
● Motions for the previous question are allowed at any point during General Debate of 

Resolutions or Amendments. They may not interrupt speakers.  

● Moving the previous question cuts off Debate and moves straight to the Closing Statement.  

● In the event this motion comes during debate on an Amendment, the delegate must specify 

which question to move: 

o “I move the previous question on the Amendment.”  

This motion cuts off debate on the Amendment and moves straight into the comments 

from the Resolution Sponsor(s).  

o “I move the previous question on the Resolution.”  

This motion cuts off debate on both the Amendment and the Resolution and moves 

straight into the Resolution Sponsor’s Closing Statement on the Resolution.  

● A two-thirds (2/3) majority is required for passage.  

 
7. Table/Remove from the Table 

● Motions to table legislation are allowed at any point during convened sessions of debate. 

They may not interrupt speakers.  

● Moving to table legislation defers consideration of the instrument (i.e. Resolution or 

Amendment).  

● There are three (3) possible options with motions to table: 

o General Motion to Table: This motion simply lays the instrument on the table and may 

be removed from the table at any point.  

▪ “I move to table [insert Resolution name].” 

▪ An instrument laid on the table may be removed from the table with a 

corresponding motion.  

● “I move to remove [insert Resolution name] from the table.” 

▪ The instrument will be returned to its original place on the Docket. If the 

chamber has moved beyond that point on the Docket, a motion to suspend the 

rules and rearrange the Docket may be used.  

o Motion to table for a specified amount of time: This motion defers consideration of 

legislation until a specified time. 

▪ “I move to table [insert Resolution name] for X minutes/hours.”  

o Motion to table indefinitely: This motion effectively kills the instrument.  

▪ “I move to table [insert Resolution name] indefinitely.” 

● A simple majority (1/2) vote is required for passage.  
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8. Suspension of Rules 
● Motions to suspend the rules are allowed at any point during convened sessions of debate. 

They may not interrupt speakers.  

● These motions have the effect of adjusting rules in this handbook to satisfy the needs of the 

floor to properly execute debate.  

● The Presiding Officer is empowered to initially deem these motions appropriate and 

admissible, or inappropriate and inadmissible.  

● The following are common motions to suspend the rules: 

o Extend time: Delegates may use this motion to extend time for questioning or debate.  

▪ The motion must include a specific amount of time for extension.  

▪ These motions may only extend the general time for questions or debate; they 

may not extend times for individual speakers’ speeches or subsequent 

questioning.  

● “I move to suspend the rules and extend the time for questioning by 

two minutes.”  

● “I move to suspend the rules and extend the time for debate by one 

round.”  

o Rearrange the Docket: Delegates may use this motion to adjust the order of 

consideration of Resolutions on the Docket.  

▪ These motions may move a single Resolution, move multiple Resolutions, or 

force immediate consideration of a particular Resolution. 

● “I move to suspend the rules and rearrange the Docket so that [insert 

Resolution number(s)] appear(s) before [insert Resolution number].”  

● “I move to suspend the rules and immediately consider [insert 

Resolution number].”  

● All motions to suspend the rules require a majority for passage.  

 
9. Recess 

● Motions to recess are allowed at any point during either committee hearings or convened 

sessions of the councils. They may not interrupt speakers.  

● These motions dismiss the session of a council for a specific duration of time, including a lunch 

break.  

● The Committee Chair or Presiding Officer is empowered to not recognize a motion to recess 

should he/she feel it unnecessary.  

● A specific length of time is required in the motion.  

● “I move to recess for X min/hours.”  
● A simple majority (1/2) is required for passage.  

 
10. Adjournment 

● Motions to adjourn are allowed at any point during sessions of the councils. They may not 

interrupt speakers.  

● These motions end a session of the councils.  
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● The Presiding Officer is empowered to not recognize a motion to adjourn should he/she feel it 

unnecessary.  

● In the event there will be future sessions, a motion to adjourn must include a time to 

reconvene.  

o “I move to adjourn this session until [insert time] [insert day].”  
● In the event there are no future sessions, the motion becomes a motion to adjourn sine die.  

o “I move to adjourn this session.”  
● A simple majority (1/2) is required for passage.  
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DEBATE CHEAT SHEET 
 

Motion Vote Debatable Interrupting 

Previous Question 2/3 No No 

Point of Order Chair No Yes 

Point of Personal Privilege Chair No Yes 

Point of Information Chair No Yes 

Suspend the Rules 

a. Withdraw a Motion 

b. Table or Extend Debate 

c. Change Calendar 

 

a. Majority 

b. Majority 

c. Majority 

 

a. No 

b. No 

c. No 

 

a. No 

b. No 

c. No 

To Recess Majority Yes No 

To Adjourn Majority Yes No 

Time for Reassembling Majority Yes No 

Change Agenda 2/3 Yes No 
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MUN FLOOR DEBATE 
 

PART A: RESOLUTION WRITING 

 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  "The topic for Resolution is _________.”   

    (Provide a brief summary of the topic) 

   “There will be 4 minutes for questions on this topic.”  

 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  “We will now allow delegates to present their country’s position 

on this topic.  Each presentation will be a maximum of 1 minute. 

Are there any countries that wish to present their nation’s position 

on this topic?”  

   (Write down a list of countries that wish to present. After list is 

made, begin by calling on first country and then continue down 

the list until all willing countries have had a chance to present. It 

should be noted that this is the only guaranteed time for a country 

to speak.) 

 
DELEGATE:   The delegate begins presentation by stating name, delegation, and 

country before proceeding to explain their country’s position on 

the topic. 

 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  “The council will now brainstorm on ways to resolve this issue 

using an idea sharing forum.  We will allow 10 minutes for this 

process.”  

   (Write down country ideas on board.) 

 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  "There will now be 22 minutes to allow countries with similar 

views to collaborate in writing a Resolution for Resolution.  The 

proposed Resolution must have 4 country signatures before being 

submitted." 

 

 
The Presiding Officers will review submitted Resolutions and select top three for debate. 
 
After selection, write and display the Docket, then begin debate. 
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PART B: GENERAL DEBATE PART I 

PRESIDING OFFICER: “Will the CLERK please read the Resolution by title only?” 

(The Resolution Sponsors will go to the front of the council.) 

CLERK:  Reads the Resolution by title only. 

PRESIDING OFFICER: “The Sponsor has 3 minutes to present the Resolution followed by 

3 minutes to answer technical questions. AMENDMENTS ARE NOT 

IN ORDER.” 

SPONSOR/CO-SPONSOR: Begins presentation of Resolution by stating name, delegation, and 

country.  The Sponsor may share the floor with the Co-Sponsor, 

BUT NOT ANYONE ELSE.   

When the opening statement is finished, the Sponsor may say: “I 

yield the remainder of my time to  

1) closing arguments, 2) technical questions, or 3) the Chair.”

PRESIDING OFFICER: “Technical questions are now in order.  The Chair recognizes 

(country).”  

DELEGATE: States name, delegation, and country from seat and immediately 

address technical question to the Sponsor. 

After the Sponsor/Co-Sponsor’s reply, the Chair continues to 

recognize delegates until time is called (3 minutes). 

PRESIDING OFFICER: "We will now move into 12 minutes of opp/prop debate. Once 

recognized, speakers will have 2 minutes for their argument. Is 

there anyone who wishes to speak on this Resolution?"  

(The Presiding Officer recognizes a delegate. The 2-minute rounds 

will alternate between speakers in opposition and proposition, 

starting with opposition).  

DELEGATE: Move to the front of the Council and state name, delegation, and 

country.  Within the 2-minute time limit, the delegate can: 

1. Use all the time for their argument.
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2. Use part of the time and yield the remaining time to

another delegate by stating "I yield my time to

(delegate)."

(Time during each round may be yielded no more than 

once.  If time is yielded to a second speaker, the second 

speaker must yield to the Chair.)   

(Additionally, opposition speakers must yield to other 

opposition speakers, and proposition speakers must yield 

to other propositional speakers. Each 2-minute round 

should be preserved for one side of debate.) 

PLEASE NOTE: The process continues until a total of 12 minutes have elapsed. Debate takes place on 

an alternating basis (opponent/ proponent/ opponent), with 2 minutes for each round. Debate 

will always start with an opposition speaker, and end with an opposition speaker, if possible. 

After the 1st speaker, the Presiding Officer announces that AMENDMENTS ARE NOW IN  ORDER. 

After the second to last speaker (about 10 minutes in), the Presiding Officer announces 

AMENDMENTS ARE NO LONGER IN ORDER.  

Upon conclusion of the last speaker’s remarks, the Presiding Officer continues….to       PART C. 

HOW TO SUBMIT A FLOOR AMENDMENT: 
While the debate described in Part B is underway, an Amendment may be submitted by following this 

procedure: 

1. Locate the amendment form in the conference binder.

2. Complete the amendment form.

3. Have the Amendment recognized by the PRESIDING OFFICER.

o This must be accomplished after the time that the Chair has declared that

"Amendments are in order,"(after the first speaker in debate), and before the

second to last speaker of debate (around 10 minutes in).

o This is done by raising your red placard, being recognized by the Presiding

Officer, and turning the amendment form in to the Chair.

HOW AMENDMENTS ARE SELECTED FOR DEBATE: 
1. Presiding Officers determine which Amendment(s) does the most to strengthen the Resolution

and contribute to debate.

2. The number of Amendments debated will ultimately be determined by the Presiding Officer

based on relevance and time constraints.

3. To recognize an Amendment, a delegate must ask the Resolution Author(s) if the Amendment is

hostile or friendly.

o If friendly, no debate ensues, and the Amendment is immediately added to the

Resolution.
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o If hostile, the council must follow Amendment debate procedure:

PRESIDING OFFICER: Reads the Amendment in its entirety.  
(Amendment Sponsor goes to the front of the Council.) 

PRESIDING OFFICER: “The Amendment Sponsor has 2 minutes to present the 
Amendment and 1 minute for technical questions.” 

AMENDMENT SPONSOR: States name, delegation, and country and gives presentation on 
Amendment.  
When the opening statement is finished, Amendment Sponsor 
may say:  “I yield the remainder of my time to        1) closing 
arguments, 2) technical questions, or 3) the Chair.” 

PRESIDING OFFICER: "Technical questions are now in order. The Chair recognizes 
(country)." 

DELEGATE: States name, delegation, and country from seat and immediately 
addresses the technical question to the Amendment Sponsor.  
After the Amendment Sponsor's reply, the Chair continues to 
recognize other delegates until time is called (1 minute). 

PRESIDING OFFICER: "We will now move into 4 minutes of opp/prop debate. Once 
recognized, speakers will have 1 minute for their argument. Is 
there anyone who wishes to speak in opposition to this 
Amendment?"   
(Refer to debate in Part A.  The same order of events takes place 
for an Amendment, except the word "Amendment " is substituted 
for "Resolution" and each speaker only has 1 minute for their 
argument). 

Following the last proponent's remarks, the Presiding Officer continues... 

PRESIDING OFFICER: “The Resolution Sponsor has 1 minute for their remarks on the 
Amendment.”   
(Sponsor moves to front.) 

RESOLUTION SPONSOR: States name, delegation, and country and presents position on the 
Amendment. 

PRESIDING OFFICER: “The Amendment Sponsor has 1 minute for closing remarks.”  
(Sponsor moves to front of chamber.) 

AMENDMENT SPONSOR: States name, delegation, and country and makes closing remarks. 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  "Will the CLERK please read the Amendment?"  
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CLERK:  Reads the Amendment. 

PRESIDING OFFICER: “We will now move to a voice vote on the Amendment by the 
Amendment Sponsor. Reminder there is only one vote per 
country. All countries in favor of this Amendment please signify by 
saying "Aye." (Pauses for voice vote.) “All those opposed please 
signify by saying "Nay". (Pauses for voice vote.) 
Raps gavel and announces outcome of Amendment vote.  

PART C: GENERAL DEBATE II 

PRESIDING OFFICER: “The Sponsor of the Resolution now has 2 minutes for their closing 
statements.”  
(Sponsor moves to front of council.) 

RESOLUTION SPONSOR: States name, delegation, and country and gives closing statements.  
Time may be yielded only to Co-Sponsor or the Chair; no questions 
allowed. 

PRESIDING OFFICER: “The Clerk will now read the Resolution and any added 
Amendments by title only.” 

CLERK: Reads the Resolution by title, noting any Amendments passed and 
added to Resolution. 

PRESIDING OFFICER: “We will now move to a 1 minute country caucus.”   
(Following the caucus.)  
“We will now move to a country roll call vote on this Resolution. 
Each country will select 1 representative to vote for their country.  
We will vote by country roll call.  Please indicate your country’s 
vote as Aye, Nay, Abstain, or Pass as your nation is called out. If 
you Abstain you will have no vote, and if you Pass we will return to 
you after all other country votes have been recorded.” 
(Calls out each country in council and marks their vote to be tallied 
for the final outcome.) 

PRESIDING OFFICER: Raps gavel and announces outcome of vote. "By your vote, you have 
passed/failed Resolution." 

Note: Celebration is allowed when a Resolution has passed, 
but not when it has failed. Division is not recognized since it 
is a roll call vote.  
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YMCA MODEL UNITED NATIONS
DEBATE WORKSHEET 

RESOLUTION # _________ 

TOPIC:  ____________________________________________________ 

ACTIVITY TIME ALLOWED TIME USED TIME LEFT & WHERE 
APPLIED 

Read Resolution 

Opening Statement 3 minutes 

Technical Questions 3 minutes 

DEBATE (ALTERNATE OPP/PROP UNTIL TIME ELAPSES) 

AMENDMENTS IN ORDER FROM AFTER FIRST SPEAKER TO BEFORE LAST SPEAKER 

General Debate 12 minutes total 

Opposition (2 minutes) 

Proposition (2 minutes) 

Opposition (2 minutes) 

Proposition (2 minutes) 

Opposition (2 minutes) 

Proposition (2 minutes) 

Opposition (2 minutes) 

Proposition (2 minutes) 

Opposition (2 minutes) 

Proposition (2 minutes) 

Opposition (2 minutes) 

Author Closing 2 minutes 

Country Caucus 60 seconds 

Vote      Pass  –  Fail      (circle one) 

Amendment (if applicable): Pass  -   Fail (circle one) 

Amendment Process 
Amendment Author……….. 2 minutes 
Questions…………………….. 1 minute 
Debate……..…………………… 4 minutes 
Resolution Author…………. 1 minute 
Amendment Author……….. 1 minute 



30 

ELECTIONS & STATE BOARD 

ELECTIONS 
• All candidates wishing to enter an election must have participated in Model United Nations

for at least one year prior to this year.  Candidates for Secretary General must fill out an

Intent-to-Run form, which is due at Pre-MUN. Forms can be found and submitted on the

MUN page at layouthandgovernment.org. Candidates interested in all other positions may

declare the Thursday evening of the conference.

• All candidates running for office will meet with a Program Staff Member designated in the

conference schedule.  We will then review the duties of the office and answer any

questions about the qualifications and regulations in the Model United Nations program.
The elected officers are responsible for planning and implementing the Model United

Nations program for the following year.

• Each school can run candidates for a maximum of four leadership positions. Should there be
positions sought by no candidate, students to fill those positions may be appointed by the

State Director.   Amendments to these rules can be made at the discretion of Program Staff.

ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD FOR THESE POSITIONS: 

• Secretary General* (one representative per district)

o Two candidates are allowed in districts where there are six or more schools
participating in MUN in the district.

• General Assembly Presiding Officers

• ECO/SOC Presiding Officers

• Security Council Presiding Officers

*Election of Secretary General
• All candidates for the position of Secretary General are encouraged to produce a campaign

video no longer than one minute in length to be played on their behalf at a General Session.
Candidates should use this video as an opportunity to creatively reinforce their platform as
outlined in the various speeches they will give throughout the conference. Successful
candidates will not only demonstrate a seriousness of purpose that befits the position of
Secretary General by demonstrating their knowledge and opinions of campaign issues, and
will also reveal the charms of their personality through wit, feats of skill, or both. No

endorsements from current State Board members of either conference are allowed in the
video. Videos must be received prior to the conference.

• One student per district will be elected at Pre-MUN to represent their district as the
candidate for Secretary General of the United Nations at the conference. (unless there are

six or more schools in a district, in which chase two candidates are allowed)

▪ To be elected to represent their district, the candidate(s) must give a speech

to their district about why they wish to run and why they are the best

candidate to represent their district.
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▪ Once all speeches are complete, each school will have 2 votes to elect who 

they wish to represent their district as the Secretary General candidate. 

Votes will be counted by alumni.  

• The Secretary General selection at conference will be elected by the delegation council and 

a majority vote from the delegates.  Both processes are outlined below:  

▪ The delegation council is comprised of one representative from each school.  The 

council will meet with each candidate on Friday afternoon for an interview.  After 

said interviews, the representatives will submit one name on a written ballot for 
secretary general. A candidate must receive 50% +1 votes to win to the delegation 

council vote.  

▪ All other delegates will vote by ranking the candidates in order of preference.  

o If a candidate surpasses 50% of the delegates’ first-choice votes, he/she will 
be the winner of this portion of the general election and account for 75% of 

the total vote.  

o  If no candidate surpasses 50% of the delegates first choice votes, another 

round of voting analysis occurs:  

▪ The candidate with fewest first choice votes will be eliminated with 
her/her votes redistributed to the other candidates based on voters’ 

second choice votes. 

▪ If a candidate surpasses 50% of the new vote tally, he/she will be 

declared winner of this portion of the general election and account 

for 75% of the total vote.  
▪ If no candidate surpasses 50% of the new vote tally, the process 

repeats.   

• Both results will be combined to determine the elected candidate. Each vote is weighted as 

follows: the council selection team represents 25% of the vote; the majority vote represents 

75%.    

 

STATE BOARD RESPONSIBILITIES 
ALL ELECTED OFFICERS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND THE STATE OFFICER TRAINING.  All elected 

officers will be notified when the date is set, and the date will be posted on the YMCA Louisiana 

Youth & Government website (www.layouthandgovernment.org).  Elected officers are also 

required to attend conference planning meetings in Baton Rouge.  
  
ALL OFFICERS SHALL:  

1. Attend the State Board Officer Training and all State Board meetings.   

2. Attend Pre-MUN in the home district.  

3. Facilitate debate at MUN.    

4. Ensure the observation of rules set forth in this book.  

  

Secretary General  
The Secretary General is the Chief Executive of the conference. The delegates participating 

in the conference elect the Secretary General one year in advance. The Secretary General position 

http://www.lahiy.org/
http://www.lahiy.org/
http://www.lahiy.org/
http://www.lahiy.org/
http://www.lahiy.org/
http://www.lahiy.org/
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requires a candidate who is highly motivated, demonstrates strong leadership characteristics, and 

has a desire to empower and lead other delegates. The position requires dedication and the 

ability to plan and manage multiple tasks.   

The Secretary General is responsible for: 

• Presiding over Plenary Session

• Evaluate and set docket for Plenary Session, based on Presiding Officers recommendations

• Coordinating the efforts of the elected officers

• Mediating any and all international disputes

• Additional duties as necessary

Presiding Officers for all councils 
1. Research and understand all topics.  Also have a general understanding of Member Countries’

political views of the topics.

2. Understand and be able to implement parliamentary procedure for all sessions.

3. Understand and be able to implement the resolution writing session for all sessions.

4. Ensure that all passed proposals (including amendments) are submitted to Security Council for

review.

5. Select proposals for debate

6. Read resolutions to the council

7. Take roll call

8. Keep accurate records of all amendments and announce results

9. Keep time
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COUNTRY 
PROFILES 



Afghanistan 
Delegation: Catholic High 

Capital City: Kabul  Location: Middle East        Population: 38890994 
Country’s Leader: Ashraf Ghani 
Form of Government: Islamic Presidential Republic 
Official Language:  Pashto and Dari    Other Languages: 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Brennan Coco, Mason Ramsey    

Percent Children in Poverty: 48% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 16.5% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Unknown 
Children’s Health, Education: Yes, there are significant problems affecting children's health in Afghanistan. These 
include malnutrition, lack of access to clean water, poor hygiene, and inadequate medical care. Additionally, access 
to proper education is limited due to poverty, conflict, and displacement. 
State of Mental Health Care: The state of mental health care in Afghanistan is poor, with limited access to mental 
health services and treatment. Mental health services in the country are largely underfunded and understaffed, and 
there is a lack of trained mental health professionals. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Yes, Afghanistan has policies in place to protect its minorities. The Afghan 
government has adopted a National Action Plan to Protect Minorities, which includes measures to ensure the rights 
and freedoms of minority groups, including the right to education and employment. While this policy has been in 
place since 2014, the effectiveness of the policy is still unclear. 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Grayson Boudreaux, Eli Gilmore   
Censorship: Very 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs:  opium, heroin, and cannabis 
Infant Mortality Rate: 51.1 deaths per 1,000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Yes, Afghanistan has policies in place to protect human rights in the digital 
sphere. The Afghan government has adopted a National Action Plan to Protect Digital Rights, which outlines 
measures to protect freedom of expression, privacy, and other human rights online. Additionally, the government 
has implemented a number of policies to combat cybercrime, including data protection and cyber security laws. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Afghanistan's drug policy is focused on reducing the production and trafficking of drugs 
within the country. The Afghan government has implemented a number of measures to reduce the cultivation of 
opium, including crop substitution programs, law enforcement activities, and rural development programs. Despite 
these efforts, Afghanistan is still the world's largest producer of opium, and the drug trafficking industry continues 
to benefit from the illicit trade. According to UN estimates, the drug trafficking industry accounts for an estimated 
15-20 percent of Afghanistan's GDP.
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: There are a number of barriers in Afghanistan against ensuring quality
sexual and reproductive health. These include lack of access to contraception, limited access to healthcare, cultural
and religious taboos around discussing sexuality, and gender-based violence. Additionally, there is limited
information and education available on sexual and reproductive health, and many health workers lack the necessary
training to provide quality services.



Australia  
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy 

 
 
Capital City: Canberra  Location: Australia (its own continent), in the Pacific Ocean        Population: 25690000 
Country’s Leader: Anthony Albanese  
Form of Government: Representative democracy, parliamentary system, constitutional monarchy (King Charles)  
Official Language: English    Other Languages: Aboriginal languages, most notably Mabuiag 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Caroline Roussel, Ellis Maughan    

Percent Children in Poverty: 16.6 percent of children in Australia live in poverty. That is equivalent to 1 out of 
every 6 children . 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 43.7 percent of Australia's population suffers from and is 
diagnosed with a mental disorder. This is equivalent to 2 out of every 5 citizens or 8.6 million people.  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: There is no definitive number of hate crimes that occurred in Australia over the past year 
because there is no centralized repository shared throughout the country. However, we work together to support 
the victims and communities who are affected by ha 
Children’s Health, Education: Schooling is required in Australia until you are 16 and according to World Class 
Education, Australia ‘sets the standard for excellence in education internationally’. Australian children’s health is 3rd 
ranked in the world; the kids are all normal and the leading cause of adolescent death were land transport accidents. 
State of Mental Health Care: About 8.6 million out of 26 million Australian’s saw a professional for their mental 
state in the past 12 months. Out of all Australians, 1.16 million of them are depressed, 3.3 million have anxiety, and 
about 9 lives are taken every day due to suicide in Australia. 1 in every 5 aged people exceeded the drinking 
guideline in 2020-21- In 2021, alcohol took the lives of 1,559 people.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Section 27 of the Human Rights Act 2004, Racial Discrimination Act 1975, 
Australian Human Rights Commission Act 1986- yes, human and minority rights are protected and recognized 
through federal and state and territory levels, Australian Constitution, and the common law of Australia   . Sex, 
racial, and many other discriminations still occur in Australian lives- multiple news articles are published monthly on 
issues coming from a range of places, starting with Aussie Parliament to a cricket field on the other side of the 
continent.  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Emma Bonney, Emily Alley    
Censorship: Australia has both freedom of speech and a free and independent media.  
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis (11.6%), cocaine (4.6%), and ecstasy (3.0%). 
Infant Mortality Rate: 2.732 deaths per 1000 live births  
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Online content protected under the international human rights standards 
(freedom of opinion and expression, specifically) is free from interference by state and nonstate actors unless they 
include defamatory material. Australia finds it important to protect the human rights of all of its citizens on the 
internet by blocking inappropriate or violent websites such as child pornography and violent videos of mass murder. 
In 2019-2020, the eSafety Commission deemed over 13,000 URLs to be prohibited or potentially prohibited, 99% 
of which held content that met the definition of child sexual abuse imagery. The Basic Online Safety Expectations 
establishes a new benchmark for online service providers to be proactive in how they protect people from abusive 
content and harmful content online. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Australia has a negative view on drug trafficking and prosecutes those who participate in 
the country. Australia has multiple laws and commissions to protect their citizens against dangerous drugs. The 
legislative document that determines how a substance is restricted is called the Poisons Standard. Drugs are listed 
in schedules which affect how and where they are available. These schedules are numbered from least to most 
restricted. Schedule 2 includes pharmacy medicine. Schedule 5 is labeled caution; schedule 6 is poison. Schedule 7 
drugs are dangerous poison. Schedule 8 includes controlled drugs. Schedule 9 includes prohibited substances. 
Schedule 10 substances are of such danger as to warrant prohibition of sale, supply, and use of these drugs. The 
Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) manages and updates it regularly through public consultation. Australia 
does not benefit from the drug trafficking industry. The maximum penalty for drug trafficking is life in prison. In 
December 2022, the Australian federal police made one of the most significant arrests in their history. They caught 
Canadian national Tse Chi Lop, the alleged kingpin of a global drug trafficking syndicate Sam Gor, also known as The 
Company.  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Australian laws and policies promote reproductive freedom and ensure 
every person has the power to decide what’s right for their body. Abortion has been fully decriminalized in all 
jurisdictions . The Australasian Sexual and Reproductive Health Alliance (ASRHA) is a committee formed under s51 



of the constitution of ASHM to facilitate multidisciplinary collaborations to support the Australasian sexual and 
reproductive health workforce. ASRHA aims to strengthen bonds between specialists, GPs, nurses, researchers, and 
others, through collaboration in sexual and reproductive health education, training, policy-making, and research. The 
two types of birth control available in Australia are the combined pill, known as “the pill,” and the mini pill .  
 

 



Azerbaijan 
Delegation: Haynes Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Baku  Location: the Southern Caucasus region of Eurasia        Population: 10140000 
Country’s Leader: IIham Aliyev 
Form of Government: Semi-Presidential Republic 
Official Language: Azerbaijani    Other Languages: Lezgian, Russian, Tat, Talysh, and Avar are the largest minority 
languages 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Selena Edwards ,     
Percent Children in Poverty: 10% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: There is not enough data to say a percentage of people. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Allegations of hate crimes have not been revealed due to investigation.  
Children’s Health, Education: Giving children good healthcare is one of Azerbaijan’s highest priorities. During the 
years 2005 - 2009 Azerbaijan issued nine state programs, including “maternity and child healthcare”. “immune-
prophylaxis of infectious diseases in the Republic of Azerbaijan,” and “treatment and prophylaxis of genetically 
transmitted blood diseases”. Special programs were also developed for the treatment of children with chronic renal 
failure, diabetes, and oncology diseases. Giving rural areas access to high quality healthcare is a huge part of the 
2015-2020 strategy and progressively increases the gross domestic product allocated to healthcare. In 2016 
approved the National Action Plan which brought school readiness classes to all five year olds in Azerbaijan. This 
program increased school attendance from 55% to 65% in 2017,and community based learning centers for three 
and four y ear olds have been piloted in 50 regions. Azerbaijan has tried to work with international programs and 
donors to improve the educational system. Problems of poverty have exacerbated problems with child healthcare 
and child's education. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: Azerbaijan has taken steps to address the mental health issue in their country. Due to 
the COVID pandemic as well as the Nagorno-Karabakn conflict, Azerbaijan trained 98 mental health and 
psychosocial support professionals since late 2020. As a collaborative effort with the WHO country office 15 of 
these professionals started their certificate program in EMDR therapy. IN Azerbaijan, in line with the old soviet 
model, mental health is oriented to the institutional approach. Azerbaijan’s main health care provider is these 
psychiatric hospitals, as well as psychiatrists in private practice and psychiatric dispensaries. The main problem 
facing Azerbaijan’s mental health treatment is financial. Most people in Azerbaijan are not able to afford treatment 
which usually cost USD$200 - 250, and illegal demands for payment, such as drugs, are made. Azerbaijan has taken 
steps for mental health regarding refugees. One such step was Order 145, which simplified the process to get a 
refugee into a psychiatric hospital regardless of their location and availability of a referral from a primary care 
institution.  
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: The protection and insurance of human rights and freedoms is the highest priority 
for the republic of Azerbaijan. The state guarantees equality of rights to every person regardless of race, language, 
sex, ethnicity, occupation, religion, social and political beliefs, as well as origin. To protect these national minorities 
Azerbaijan has established the service of state counselor for Multiculturalism, Interethnic, and religious affairs of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan. One of the main objectives is to provide state support to the rights of national 
minorities as well as implement state policy for national minorities. Meetings and training have been given to 
students to inform them about tolerance and multiculturalism in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan’s laws state that any 
perpetration of a crime on grounds of ethnic, racial or religious hatred or intolerance are considered aggravated 
offenses. Another law, Article 154.1, strictly forbids discrimination based on ethnic, religious  or language grounds. 
Also in the eyes of the law every person regardless of sex, origin, religion, race, ethnicity, or language is equal  
  



Bangladesh 
Delegation: Haynes Academy  

 
 
Capital City:  Dhaka  Location: Southern Asia        Population: 169400000 
Country’s Leader: Sheikh Hasina 
Form of Government: Parliamentary representative democratic republic 
Official Language: Bengali    Other Languages: English, Bishnupriya, Manipuri, Hajong, Arabic 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Anurup Bhakta, Rahul Mavadia    

Percent Children in Poverty: 20.5% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: In 2019, 18.7% of adults were diagnosed with mental 
disorders. 12.6% of children were diagnosed with mental disorders. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 102 criminal charges involving hate crimes mostly against Hindus. 
Children’s Health, Education: Infant mortality is exceptionally high at 20 deaths per 1,000 births in Bangladesh. 
Much of the deaths are due to poor health care and management. Even young children, about 5 or so, have 
inadequate health services. Especially in rural areas, health services, and community healthcare providers are far 
and few between. Illnesses and dietary issues are also prevalent; a large portion of children are suffering due to 
malnutrition and diseases, like pneumonia and asthma. 
 Of the 26 million school-age children, a significant portion of children (16.2% of primary school-age children and 
30.7 of secondary school-age children) are not currently in school. No access to education stems from the 
following: economic status, gender inequality towards boys, ruralness/geographical location, emergencies (natural 
disasters), and child labor. 
  
  
State of Mental Health Care: Mental disorders and health do not receive adequate research or attention as serious 
health issues in Bangladesh; however, they still remain quite prevalent throughout. There is a definite lack of mental 
health facilities/professionals and financial backing. Only about 0.44% of the total health budget is used toward 
mental healthcare. 18.7% of adults were diagnosed with mental disorders in 2019; along with, while 12.6% of 
children were diagnosed with mental disorders. 
 Rural populations have difficulty accessing psychiatrists and other professionals as only 260 psychiatrists are 
present in the country. Authorities, in general, overlook and avoid mental healthcare as seen with cases involving 
PTSD. 
 Furthermore, there is a strong social stigma about mental illnesses. This stigma results in people suffering in 
silence without any outside help. Gender-based violence is also overlooked in mental healthcare. Many women and 
younger girls experience them, and they do not often receive the help they need, especially in their mental 
healthcare. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Bangladesh does not have any policies in place to protect its minorities. In fact, it 
has laws and policies that hurt minorities. Most of the minorities in Bangladesh are Hindus who are victims of hate 
crimes from other people. The government itself is being negligent to hate crimes against minorities. Bangladesh has 
a law called the Vested Property Act of 1965 which allows people to steal public lands from minority communities 
such as temples. Even though they were pressured to amend the law in 2013, it was ineffective.  
  
  
 



Belarus 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 

 
 
Capital City: Minsk  Location: Eastern Europe        Population: 9441343 
Country’s Leader: Alexander Lukashenko   Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Official Language: Belarusian    Other Languages: Russian 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Hayden Willett, Wylie Schexnayder    

Percent Children in Poverty: Studies from UNICEF say 6.8% of children in Belarus live in poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Studies from ourworldindate.org say 12.57% of the 
Belarussian population is diagnosed with a mental disorder. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: While Belarus did not report hate crime statistics to ODIHR in 2022, there were 13 unofficial 
reports of hate crimes in the country last year from non-governmental sources. 
Children’s Health, Education: The greatest threat to children’s health in Belarus is the effects of Chernobyl. This 
disaster has led to health complications in children and birth defects in newborns. However, the state of children’s 
health in Belarus has been improving. For example, the infant mortality rate has been decreasing. The Belarussian 
constitution guarantees every child an education. Despite this, many schools in rural areas have had to be shut 
down due to funding issues. Additionally, only 10.2% percent of children studied in Belarussian despite 60% of the 
population considering it their native language. However, studying in another language provides benefits for 
children, and because most of these schools are operated in Russian, helps foster closer ties with our allies in 
Russia. 
State of Mental Health Care: Belarus has a public mental health care system with the state providing treatment to 
citizens for no cost. Although community mental health programs are underdeveloped, there are many psychiatric 
hospitals to compensate. Despite 12.57% of the Belarussian population being diagnosed with a mental disorder, this 
is less than the global average of roughly 15% and is a problem that our country is striving to improve. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: The Belarussian Constitution guarantees rights to minorities, however, the state has 
also put in place regulations to protect the sovereignty and “civic harmony” of Belarus. For example, religious 
minorities need to get permission from authorities to hold religious events. However, this prevents any rebellion 
that threatens the independence of Belarus. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: George Forgey, Cole Brown   
Censorship:  Belarus is one of the most protected countries in the world. They use censorship to protect their 
citizens from that and those that would do them harm. Many other countries would have more loose restrictions but 
leave their citizens up to greater danger 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: 14% of people surveyed admitted they have done illegal substances before. 
Marajuana was most prevalent with 6.8% saying they have done marajuana. The following drugs were ecstasy and 
LSD with 1.3% and 9.8% respectively. 
Infant Mortality Rate:  In 2022, Belarus’ infant mortality rate was 2.546 deaths per 1000 live births. That is 
around .25% and is a 3.79% decline from the previous year. 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Media in Belarus is controlled to protect the general populace against those 
that would wish it harm. Belarus is one of the best countries in the world at this with its citizens almost never 
having to experience it. Other countries would like for the population to perceive themselves as free, but actively 
put them in danger. The great members of the Belarussian government are among the best at keeping the people 
safe in the digital sphere. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking:  Our country's drug policy can be seen as severe and strict. Belarus does not meet the 
required amount to be considered trafficking free. Belarus does not benefit from the trafficking industry and is 
openly against drug trafficking. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Belarus has universal healthcare, although they rank at #139 in the 
World Health Organization national rankings. While their healthcare is free and guaranteed, it is not particularly 
great, although it has been making steps forward along with steps backward in the field. Specifically in recent years 
those steps forward have been more prevalent than the ones backward. 
 



Belgium 
Delegation: Lafayette High School 

 
 
Capital City: Brussels  Location: Western Europe, bordered by the Netherlands to the North, Germany to the 
east, and France to the south-west        Population: 11590000 
Country’s Leader: Alexander De Croo 
Form of Government: Federal Parliamentary Democracy under a Constitutional Monarchy 
Official Language: French, Dutch, & German    Other Languages:  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Evan Patton, Shiv Banga    

Percent Children in Poverty: 14.5% of children in Belgium live in poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 16% of people in 2020 had depression in Belgium, and 20% 
of people in 2020 had anxiety.  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 2022 statistics aren’t released, however, in 2021, there were 1,591 hate crimes in the 
country. 
Children’s Health, Education: There aren’t huge health problems that are affecting kids, however, just like other 
places in the world, covid is affecting everyone's health. The infant mortality rate in Belgium is 4.1 deaths per 1,000 
births.  
 Euthanasia is a disease that kills most kids but it is not much.  
 Everyone has access to proper education even “without official residence documents.” 
  
State of Mental Health Care: “In the last ten years, Belgium reformed its mental healthcare sector towards 
deinstitutionalization. This restructuring of mental healthcare aims at keeping people who suffer from mental illness 
functioning in their everyday life and social environment, rather than in institutions.” 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Although Belgium hasn’t formally done anything to protect minorities, minorities are 
protected due to their “federal structure.”  
 The U.S. Department of state for Belgium has made a human rights report which includes “Respect for the Integrity 
of the Person,” Freedom to Participate in the Political Process,” “Respect for Civil Liberties,” “Governmental Posture 
Towards International and Nongovernmental Investigation of Alleged Abuses of Human Rights,” and etc. All of these 
protect minorities similar to how the U.S. constitution protects its citizens.    
  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Axe Plaisance, Avery Deaville   
Censorship: An independent press, an effective judiciary, and a functioning democratic political system combine to 
ensure freedom of speech and press, thus limiting the amount of censorship. 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis is the most commonly used illicit drug in Belgium; its use is concentrated 
among young adults aged 15-34 years and is more prevalent among males. 
Infant Mortality Rate: The current infant mortality rate for Belgium in 2023 is 2.359 deaths per 1000 live births, a 
3.83% decline from 2022. 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Belgium, as a member of the European Union, is subject to laws such as the 
GDPR. The General Data Protection Regulation is a regulation in EU law on data protection and privacy in the EU and 
the European Economic Area (EEA) The GDPR is an important component of EU privacy law and of human rights law, 
in particular Article 8 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. It also addresses the transfer of 
personal data outside the EU and EEA areas. The GDPR's primary aim is to enhance individuals' control and rights 
over their personal data and to simplify the regulatory environment for international business. The Belgian 
Constitutional Court rendered a decision on January 14th, 2021 wherein it decided that sanctions could not be 
imposed by the DPA on the public sector for GDPR breaches. Public authorities can only be subject to administrative 
non-financial and criminal sanctions. In February of 2022, the Belgian DPA invalidated IAB Europe's Transparency 
and Consent Framework (TCF) which is one of the most used mechanisms to manage user preferences for online 
advertising and plays an important role in real-time bidding (RTB). 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: The main goals of Belgium's drug policies have to do with the prevention and reduction of 
risks for people who use drugs, through the Federal Drug Policy Note of 2001 and the Common Declaration of 
2010. Cannabis is the most commonly used drug in Belgium, but other common drugs are cocaine, heroin, and 
amphetamines. Belgium does not benefit from the drug trafficking industry, and is actually one of the top leaders in 
the Western European fight against human and drug trafficking. 



Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: In Belgium, abortion is fully legal until 12 weeks after conception, or 
unless there are any other extenuating circumstances (mother/babies health, emergencies, etc). Roughly 3/4ths of 
Belgians agree that abortion should be a universal right. Sex education in Belgium is supported by law. These 
lessons start before the age of 10 and will continue until age 16 or older, and is generally a part of their health 
lessons. Common concepts are pregnancy and birth, contraception, STI's, and access to safe abortions. While sex 
education is required, it is up to the local and regional governments to decide how best to implement it. Sex 
education is rarely a controversial issue in Belgium. 
 

 



Bhutan  
Delegation: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 

 
 
Capital City: Thimphu  Location: South Asia; between India and China         Population: 777486 
Country’s Leader: King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck; Prime Minister Lotay Tshering 
Form of Government: Constitutional monarchy  
Official Language: Dzongkha    Other Languages: Nepali, Tshangla, Khengkha 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors:  Sumaiyya Baig, Christine Tseng    

Percent Children in Poverty:  28.5% of children in Bhutan live in poverty.  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: In 2020, there were around 0.89% of Bhutan diagnosed 
with a mental health disorder, but this percentage is likely under reported because there is very little reliable data.  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: In 2022, Royal Bhutan Police (RBP) registered a total of 3,499 criminal cases, which is around 
0.45% increase from last year. (A specific amount of hate crimes was not found when researching.)  
Children’s Health, Education: There are quite a few problems significantly affecting children’s health in Bhutan. 
Some of these are under-five mortality, children having growth stunts, children having malnutrition, as well as 
systemic healthcare problems, noncommunicable diseases, and mental health issues. Specifically, some diseases are 
malaria and polio, but recently they’ve been facing mental illnesses, HIV/AIDs, and other serious problems. In 
Bhutan, they have a seriousness for education but many of the country's children still do not have access to public 
schooling. However, enrollment rates have increased since the late 20th century. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: Of those who suffer from mental health care, 29.3% suffered from depression, 19.2% 
from an anxiety disorder, 9.7% from psychosis, and 41.5% were alcohol/substance abuse related and mental 
retardation. Not to mention, suicide is the leading cause of death, with one death occurring around every 90 hours. 
To deal with the situation, Bhutan has the  National Mental Health Programme (NMHP), which seeks to integrate 
mental health care with the public health care system to create awareness in communities across Bhutan. However, 
Bhutan only has an allocated budget of 3.5 million dollars Nu ( less than USD $50,000) set for mental health, which 
is less than 1% of the total money set aside for healthcare. Not to mention, Bhutan has 63 community-based 
psychiatric units in the country with a total of 100 beds or 14.9 per 100,000 people, but none have trained 
psychiatrists. Also, there are no separate community mental hospitals, residential and forensic facilities, and private 
mental healthcare facilities available in the country. Basically, Bhutan lacks proper infrastructure, medicine, and 
trained professionals to adequately deal with the ongoing mental health problem.  
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Bhutan has a few policies in place to protect its minorities, but there is still some 
discrimination toward them. Specifically, the constitution protects against discrimination based on sex, race, 
disability, language, religion, or societal status. Nepali-speaking people and LGBT+ people experience some sort of 
discrimination. In Bhutan, they allow the participation of women and members of minority groups in the political 
process, but this doesn't stop the citizens of Bhutan from openly discriminating against minorities.  
  
 

 



Brazil 
Delegation: Jesuit High School 

 
 
Capital City: Brasilia  Location: South America        Population: 217 
Country’s Leader: President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
Form of Government: federal presidential republic 
Official Language: Portuguese    Other Languages: minority languages such as Japanese, Italian, Spanish, and 
Amerindian languages 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Ethan Schaeffer, Isaiah Niles     
Percent Children in Poverty: With the loss of jobs due to COVID-19, at least 44.7% of children in Brazil are below 
the poverty line. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 18.7% of the country is diagnosed with mental health 
issues. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: At least 7,000 hate crimes occurred in Brazil. The majority were based on issues of gender 
(femicide). Others were based on Sexual Orientation and race. 
Children’s Health, Education: At least 44 % of the children in Brazil are below the poverty line. This has led to many 
cases of death due to mal-nutrition and disease. Prematurity still remains as the leading cause of death followed by 
diarrheal diseases, and birth asphyxia being one of the many reasons. Barely 74% of the children in Brazil have an 
education at all. Even with that the education is sub-par at best especially since the many children are poor and 
cannot afford a formal education. 
State of Mental Health Care: New statistics show that the mental health care of Brazil is at best 67.0% effective. 
The majority of the population lives without mental health issues. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Brazil considers hate crimes to be illegal. The Brazilian government defines hate 
crimes as crimes motivated by bias based on race, color, ethnicity, religion or national origin. Brazil has no explicit 
law protecting minorities outside of the basic laws given in the constitution. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Sam Kobrock, Peter Marsiglia   
Censorship: Overall censorship is not a major issue in Brazil as it is considered unconstitutional in the country 
following the re-democratization in 1985. However, there are a few cases of the Brazilian government trying to ban 
articles opposing Brazilian law, and t 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Drug prevalence in Brazil remains relatively low compared to some other South 
American counterparts but drug use is growing in the country. The three most popular illegal drugs are currently 
marijuana, amphetamines, and cocaine.  
Infant Mortality Rate: The infant mortality rate in Brazil currently stands at 1% and the infant mortality rate has 
gone down roughly 3% each year in the recent decade. 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Brazil was one of the pioneers in protecting human rights in the digital sphere 
by ensuring its citizens’ security and privacy in the digital world.  Their guiding law in regard to the internet is the 
Marco Civil, a highly acclaimed law that includes the protection of privacy and free expression on the internet. 
However, in recent years these principles have been questioned as a result of the Brazilian government’s requests 
for articles and social media sites to be taken down.  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Brazil has started to make improvements in its government’s ability to limit drug 
trafficking within its borders, and the country’s drug control laws are considered adequate. Both the government 
and public crackdowns on drugs have increased as a potential decrease in drug use could lead to lower violent crime 
rates. However, drug trafficking and production is still a major issue in Brazil and many of its neighboring countries. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Brazil still has strides to make before ensuring quality sexual and 
reproductive health to its citizens. Currently, abortion is only legal in some instances, but the topic of expanding 
abortion has come up in recent years. STDs such as HIV still remain as the Brazilian government has done little to 
combat the AIDS pandemic which has resurged. Both LGBTQ+ rights and gender re-assignment surgeries are 
ensured, however, there have been some instances of LGBTQ+ exclusion. There are also some threats to proper 
sexual education classes being taught at public schools. 



Cambodia 
Delegation: Haynes Academy 

 
 
Capital City: Phnom Penh  Location: Southeast Asia        Population: 16944826 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Hun Sen 
Form of Government: Constitutional monarchy 
Official Language: Khmer    Other Languages: Cham, Vietnamese, Tampuam, Phong-Kniang, Laotian, Krung, Jarai, 
Kuy, Lave, Kraol, Chinese, Thai, French, English 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors:  Gopika Das , Ella Vu    

Percent Children in Poverty: 16% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 40% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Hate crimes aren’t officially reported in Cambodia with Draconian New Laws granting extensive 
powers to the prime minister, banning the distribution of information, allowing surveillance of telecommunications 
“by all means,” and having total control of me 
Children’s Health, Education:   While Cambodia used to be a country with very high infant mortality rates, they 
have been working hard to improve these numbers. In 2014, 68.8% of children under 5 were seen by a health 
facility or provider for acute respiratory infection, which is a significant improvement from 37% in 2000. In 2021, 
92% of surviving infants received the third dose of the DTP-containing vaccine. Other health issues though, do not 
see the same growth. The percentage of children with diarrhea who receive packets of pre-packaged fluids is still at 
a low of 35%, compared to 17% in 2000. In 2021, about 71% of children received the second dose of the measles-
containing vaccine, as per administered by the national schedule, which is a decline from 80% in 2020. All of this 
information shows that while Cambodia has improved its state of child healthcare, there is much work that still 
needs to be done. Vaccines need to be administered in areas that are harder to reach, healthcare facilities need to 
be more accessible, etc.  
 Regarding education, according to data from 2014, about 93% of children of primary school age attend school 
regularly, which is a very high percentage. The concern comes when children start growing a little older. Only about 
50% of adolescents of lower secondary school age and 26% of adolescents of upper secondary school age attend 
school regularly. This shows that the older children get, the harder it becomes for them to consistently attend 
school and receive a quality education.  
  
State of Mental Health Care: It’s estimated that about 40% of Cambodians suffer from mental health and 
psychological problems. Numerous studies document high levels of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder in Cambodia and 
the suicide rate has also been proven to be much higher than the worldwide average. Overall, Cambodia is a country 
where the population is at a high risk of poor mental health. Domestic violence and substance abuse, for example, 
continue to be rife in Cambodia while poverty undeniably also has its effect on the population’s mental well-being. 
Unfortunately, there is a tremendous gap in Cambodia between what is needed and what is available to reduce the 
burden of mental disorders and promote mental health. For example, only 2% of health centers (18 out of 967) offer 
mental health services to out-patients; only 59% of referral hospitals (50 out of 84) offer mental health services to 
out-patients; only 2 psychiatric in-patient units with a total of 14 beds to service the entire country, about 15 
million people; and only 35 trained psychiatrists and 45 psychiatric nurses are available for the entire country, most 
of them based in Phnom Penh. Furthermore, the quality of mental health care provided in Cambodia is often low, 
adequate follow-up lacking, and referral between services is deficient. An over-reliance on medication and a very 
low mental health literacy (i.e. the ability to recognize mental health problems) also plague Cambodia. 
  
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Cambodia has a process of recognition of land ownership for indigenous 
communities which occupy more land than the general Khmer population (10 hectares per indigenous household 
compared to 2.6 hectares for a Khmer family). There were difficulties in reaching all ethnic minorities due to remote 
areas. In 2001, the Constitution guaranteed the right of indigenous people to land, and by May 2018, communal 
land titles had been delivered to 2,335 households in 24 indigenous communities.   
  
 Cambodia has had the definition of racial discrimination enshrined in the Criminal Code in articles 265 and 270, and 
its constitution guaranteed the rights of all without discrimination. But there was still reported violence against 
people of Vietnamese origin and harsh treatment by the government on the Montagnards (an ethnic Christian group 
that fled VietNam and lived in the mountains of central Cambodia) and the Shan people (Muslim minority). 
  
 Still, the government was working with the EU to develop a legal aid policy to ensure people in Cambodia had 
access to legal aid without discrimination. The government was providing $22,000 per year to the Bar Association 
to assist people throughout the country to access justice.  



  
 The delegation had 20 Uighurs illegally enter the country, but they were sent back to their home country due to 
breaking immigration law, not due to discrimination against the group. The government had always worked with the 
United Nations Refugee Agency to determine the refuge status of the 197 Vietnamese Montagnards (7 resettled in 
the Philippines in 2017 as refugees, 104 voluntarily returned to their country of origin, 57 escaped from the 
holding camp, 31 were still living in the country.  
  
 As for the leadership of the Khmer Rouge who targeted ethnic minorities (especially Chinese, Vietnamese, and 
Muslim Cham [of whom an estimated 80% were killed] and additional intellectuals such as doctors, lawyers, and 
teachers), the vast majority of perpetrators suffered no consequences for their actions, even though the Cambodian 
government established the Khmer Rouge Tribunal in January 2001 to try them for crimes against humanity.  
 



Cameroon 
Delegation: Benjamin Franklin High School 

 
 
Capital City: Yaoundé  Location: West Africa        Population: 27200000 
Country’s Leader: Paul Biya 
Form of Government: Republic 
Official Language: French, English    Other Languages: 250+ languages 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Sophie Roussel,     

Percent Children in Poverty: 30-40% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Mental health disorders accounted for 2366.29 disability-
adjusted life years per 100,000 people 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: LGBTI people face threats of violence and harm in Cameroon; consensual same-sex 
relationships are punishable by up to 5 years in prison. Armed separatists and terrorist organizations are also 
notorious for their human rights abuse, making it difficult to  
Children’s Health, Education: Although children have the right to health services in Cameroon, many challenges 
remain: infant mortality is among the highest in the world in Cameroon, with a rate of 75% for children under 5. 
Children in Cameroon are also vulnerable to diseases such as malaria and diarrhea. In terms of education, Cameroon 
is facing numerous difficulties with regard to the quality of teaching and corruption. In Cameroon, education is made 
compulsory until 14, but parents are expected to pay uniform and book fees. Higher education such as colleges and 
universities still needs to be within reach for many of the poor in Cameroon.  
State of Mental Health Care: Cameroon is struggling to provide quality mental health care; of the 20 health 
districts in Cameroon, only 6 provided mental health services. Cameroon does not have a legislative budget 
dedicated to mental health. There are also independent reports that state that the country’s approach to mental 
health wasn’t inclusive nor scientifically supported.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Cameroon’s law 2005/05 protects children’s rights and welfare. Section 7 of law 
98/004 states that everyone is entitled to an education regardless of sex, age, religion, politics, or origin, but 
systemic issues of corruption in the education system as well as a lack of general quality education remain a 
concern. In terms of LGBT issues, however, same-sex conduct is criminalized, and LGBT people face hardships and 
discrimination not experienced by non-LGBT people.  
  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Olivia Lyman, Baldewin Bokus   
Censorship: The Constitution guarantees freedom of speech and press, but media is often censored and journalists 
are often harassed (there is major suppression of news related to the Anglophone crisis / civil war) 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis, tramadol (pain medication), cocaine, and heroine 
Infant Mortality Rate: 5.4% 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Cameroon has put into place a cyber law with over 97 sections with the aim of 
protecting individual rights to privacy and ensuring confidence in the use of electronic/information systems. 
Individuals have been given many digital rights such as the right to correct inaccuracies in personal data and the 
right to notification of data breaches. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: The Cameroonian government has sponsored drug prevention centers in all 10 of 
Cameroon’s regions. Cameroon's economic capital of Douala is increasingly a center for drug trafficking, and 
Cameroon has recently gone from being mostly a transit center of drugs to a major producer in the drug industry. 
Approximately 21% of Cameroon's population is estimated to have tried hard drugs. Most of the most commonly 
used drugs, including cannabis, are illegal in Cameroon. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Sex education is a very sensitive topic, preventing the younger 
generation to learn about how to perform safe sex. Rural areas where doctors are limited and hospitals solely in big 
cities also prevent woman from going through labor safely, and instead they often deliver at home. Infant mortality 
rate in Cameroon is 48.3 deaths per 1,000 (2020) 



Canada  
Delegation: Mandeville High School  

 
 
Capital City: Ottawa  Location: North America        Population: 38250000 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
Form of Government: Parliamentary democracy 
Official Language: English and French    Other Languages:  Punjabi, Spanish, Italian, German, Tagalog, Arabic, 
Portuguese, Polish, Urdu, and Chinese languages 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Brooke Richards , Abby Dennison    

Percent Children in Poverty: Children 0-5 9.1% Children 6-10 8.5% Children 11-17 7.9% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 20% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 3360 
Children’s Health, Education:  In Canada there are 1.25 million children living in poverty , with the majority of these 
children being indigenous. 50% of indigenous children on rural reserves are suffering from poverty. Other minorities 
also make up a large number of those living in poverty as well. Suicide is the leading cause of death for children 
ages 10-14 with rates also being significantly higher among First Nation and Inuit people. 1 in 3 children in Canada 
are obese posing a risk for physical health. Although Canada doesn't have a federal department of education. Access 
to high quality education is widely available to children in Canada.  
State of Mental Health Care: There is a mental health crisis in Canada as more than $50 billion of the annual 
economic cost is spent on mental illness. Substance use, such as alcohol and drugs, alone costs around $40 billion. 
It is serious even at younger ages as around 39% of high-school students in Ontario have some sort of 
psychological distress indicating symptoms of anxiety or depression. Those in lower income groups have a higher 
chance (3 to 4 times) of reporting a poor to fair mental health. Homeless people make up a chunk of 23% to 67% 
having mental illness. All this is due to a stigma around disclosing mental health to close ones as 75% of people are 
afraid of being treated differently or judged and the negative consequences, like losing a job. On top of the massive 
stigma, the wait lists to receive mental health services are extremely long with about 28,000 children and youth in 
January 2020. The average wait time is 67 days but in some areas it can take up to 2.5 years. However, the Mental 
Health Strategy for Canada recommends raising health spending devoted to mental health to 9%. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: The main protection for minorities comes from the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedom which essentially sets out the rights and freedoms of Canadians that they believe are necessary in a free 
and democratic society. This has been used to progress and affirm societal values. It states, in section 15, “equal 
benefit of the law…without discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or 
mental or physical ability.”  This has also been used to prohibit discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation and 
marital status. Section 15 of the charter allows for programs to be created that's purpose is to improve the 
conditions of disadvantaged individuals or groups. For example there are movements to restrict minorities’ freedom 
of expression such as bill 21. This bill aims to ban workers like teachers, police officers, and lawyers from wearing 
religious symbols like crosses, hijabs, turbans, and yarmulkes in Quebec. The efforts of outside organizations, such 
as the Canadian Civil Liberties Association, created from the charter have been able to help halt the bill and continue 
to protect minority rights allowing for more progress 
 

 
 



Central African Republic 
Delegation: Catholic High School 

 
 
Capital City: Bangui  Location: Central Africa        Population: 5454533 
Country’s Leader: Faustin-Archange Touadera 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Official Language: French    Other Languages: Sangho, many Tribal Languages 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Nick Pecquet, Peter Watson    

Percent Children in Poverty:  79% of all people, children solely were not able to be found 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: N/A - unable to find 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: N/A - unable to find 
Children’s Health, Education: There are numerous issues in the Central African Republic that are dire to saving 
human lives. 79% of the CAR is living in poverty. 3 million people require humanitarian aid. 45% of our nation is 
food insecure. In the field of education, there is only mandatory schooling from 6-15 years old. School enrollment is 
about 50% among all children. Above the age of 15, there is about one and a half million illiterate people. There is a 
severe lack of children actually completing their schooling. We are in very deep trouble in very important things, and 
the adults now and the children later will suffer without help. 
State of Mental Health Care: Mental health is extremely under-provided and is not a priority to our citizens. Per 
100,000 people, we have 0.02 Psychiatrists, 0.02 Mental Health Nurses, and 0.02 mental health workers. We are in 
dire need of help for mentally ill people in our nation. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: There is an effort currently by the UN to prevent many violent crimes, especially 
against minorities. There is a history of violence between groups of people in the nation. Now, there are draft 
resolutions to promote transitional justice, there is release of those arrested on minor crimes, and there have been 
many training sessions for people in the CAR to learn to better stop crime against minorities and other people. 
While these are good first steps, we must continue to promote these values in order to give help to all citizens.  
 

 



Chile 
Delegation: Benjamin Franklin Highschool 

 
 
Capital City: Santiago  Location: Southwest South America        Population: 19629590 
Country’s Leader: Gabriel Boric 
Form of Government: Representative Democratic Government 
Official Language: Spanish     Other Languages: Mapuche, Rapa Nui, Aymara 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Xindi Liu, Landon Mendez    

Percent Children in Poverty: Around 22%. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 36% of people 15 years and older. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: I could not find any data on the number but there seems to be a large number of hate crimes 
that occured in Chile last year. 
Children’s Health, Education: Chile possesses a 7% under-5 mortality rate due to the lower quality of healthcare 
for poorer families. AIDS remains a problem within Chile due to the transmission of the virus from mother to child. 
Chilean children have access to basic care and minimal vaccine coverage. It is estimated that half of Chile’s children 
are victims of violence, often familial, which leads them to flee their homes and live on the streets. These children 
struggle with obtaining food and drinking water leading to adverse health impacts. Some children are pressured into 
finding jobs with horrible working conditions to support their families negatively affecting their health. School in 
Chile is obligatory for children 7 to 16 but despite free public education, families are still required to pay a fee 
leading few children to complete their education. In rural areas, children receive only 4 to 5 years of schooling 
completing primary school but not attending secondary school. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: A study by the Catholic University of Chile shows that by 2022, 16% of the 
population will show symptoms of depression while 28% suffer from anxiety. In 2023, President Gabriel Boric 
announced that more than $18 billion is going into Chile’s response to mental health disorders. The funds will go 
towards increasing human resources in mental health care for children and teenagers, improving primary health care 
in mental health, and introducing the Remote Brief Psychological Intervention Program, which allows people to 
communicate virtually with a doctor. Chile has suicide prevention programs, early child development programs, 
school-based mental health programs, and paternal and maternal mental health prevention and promotion programs. 
Mental health services in Chile are fully insured and a little less than 4000 mental health professionals. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Chile possesses a Ministry for Indigenous People with indigenous representation 
and can design and implement public policies to benefit indigenous people. The Ministry of Women and Gender 
Equality has a victim’s assistance and protection program that operates psychological, legal, and social service 
centers and shelters throughout the country and maintained an emergency hotline. There are laws against 
discrimination but does not explicitly protect any minority groups. A labor inclusion law asks employers to include 
people with disabilities in their workforce but has had little success. The law grants transgender people over the age 
of 14 the right to have gender markers changed to reflect their gender identity but many reported having difficulties 
in the process. The Marriage Equality Act provides same-sex couples some, but not all the benefits of married 
couples. Despite the government’s laws and regulations to prohibit employment discrimination, it continues to occur.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

China 
Delegation: Jesuit Highschool 

 
 
Capital City: Beijing  Location: East Asia        Population: 1400000000 



Country’s Leader: Xi Jingping 
Form of Government: Communist party-led state 
Official Language: Mandarin    Other Languages:  Cantonese, Shanghainese, and other regional languages 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Hayden Welk, Alex Weeks    

Percent Children in Poverty: 0.3% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 12% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: None 
Children’s Health, Education: Child Poverty has been a major issue for the People’s Republic of China ever since the 
days of our glorious revolution. While we have slowly chipped away at the rate of poverty in general with our 
sweeping social and agricultural reforms, China has just recently switched to a policy focused on ending child 
poverty. In 2011 China took a massive leap forward toward eradicating child poverty through multiple means. The 
main object of these means is Education, especially in rural areas. As of recently, basic education was not available 
in the more rural parts of our nation, but as of 2020, China is proud to proclaim that we have eradicated extreme 
poverty in the country, and we have given opportunities to all Chinese children for fair education.  
State of Mental Health Care: Mental health is not a pressing issue in the People’s Republic of China. However, 
should an issue rise, we have a very effective support system set up in place. China has numerous psychiatrists and 
phycologists (accredited by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Human Resources) who are available to 
support citizens who may experience these kinds of issues. In October of 2003, we added mental health to our 
health care program and, since then, problems in the country have dropped tremendously. China has focused on 
violent and socially disruptive behavior to ensure the stability and harmony of our glorious nation 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Article 33 of the PRC’s constitution states that all citizens of our nation are equal. 
In addition to this, we have enacted a Regional Ethnic Autonomy law. Through this law, we have granted 
concentrated areas of ethnic minorities autonomy to govern within and in accordance with the PRC. With this power, 
they are able to continually develop their own language, culture, and customs while being able to adjust their area’s 
focus to reflect that. The law has been met with overwhelming support and has allowed ethnic minorities to retain 
their culture and live equal lives under our government. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Andrew Fernandez, James Redmann   
Censorship: Censorship is not used often 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Heroin, Cocaine, Fentanyl, Cannabis 
Infant Mortality Rate: 5.47 deaths per 1000 children 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: China ensures the human right to the internet. All Chinese citizens have the 
right to use the internet and do what each would like on the web. China only censors things to ensure that China 
citizen’s people are not shown things that we deem inappropriate or harmful to the person’s development. Chinese 
leaders also help to achieve national unity by controlling the internet and sending messages to people to help them 
see China’s true goals, which is to prove ourselves as a major power. China also attempts to gain “cyber 
sovereignty.” China defines cyber sovereignty as each country's right to control the internet to preserve it. China is 
also taking a firm and slow approach in advancing its systems and technology. China believes that people have the 
right to access the internet. Also, China monitors and patrols the internet to keep the safety of the people. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: China has cracked down on drugs inside of China and coming into China. China is firmly 
against drugs in the country. In the last few years, China has cut down the domestic drug trade by 26.4% and has 
continued to cut total drug usage by a large margin. China has also created the “Care for Drug Users,” which is a 
rehab program for addictions to drug use. China wants to crack down on drug use and has done an exceptionally 
good job cutting down on the international and domestic drug trade. China wants to help people who have used 
drugs while also keeping drugs out of the country. Through Operation Border Clearing, China has partially cut down 
international drug trade and has used sting operations to help clear drugs out of the country. The operation has 
helped to keep these drugs out of other countries and sets the firm policy that China is against drugs. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: 6. China passionately believes that everyone has the right to enjoy 
sexual and reproductive health (SRH). China has made remarkable strides in stopping preventable maternal deaths 
and improving women’s SRH. China also gives everyone the right to contraception. These improvable are included in 
the essential health service of the People’s Republic of China. Abortion is widely accepted and used in China. 
Abortion is available to all Chinese women through China’s family planning program. Abortions from incidence have 
gone up exponentially in the last decade in China. It is one of the reasons China’s population is q shrinking after the 
one-child policy. China is a haven for sexual and reproductive health and offers many freedoms that even some 
European countries and the U.S. allow. 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Aidan Wang, Kacey Cognevich   



Military Capability: China is a country with a rapidly modernizing military force. Currently, China has the world’s 
largest navy and the world’s largest army, and China is working to become a world-class power by the midcentury. 
Stealth, hypersonics, and aircraft carriers are 
Major Allies/Treaties: Democratic People’s Republic of Korea   Russian Federation   Islamic Republic of Pakistan   
Major Disputes: Chinese Taipei   South China Sea  USA Trade War 
Greece’s Economic Situation: Greece’s economic situation is an opportunity for China to increase its profile in 
world affairs. China has invested heavily in Greece in the wake of Greece’s financial peril. Now, the investment is 
starting to pay off. China has Greece’s back even when others are weary. Buying Greek bonds is an example. Greece 
is now a great partner of China and China will continue to foster improvements in Greece. An example is in Piraeus 
Port, which China has a large stake in with goals to make it the largest in Europe and the gateway to Asia. China is 
currently a member the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership and the Comprehensive Agreement on 
Investment. It is increasing state investments both at home and abroad. As China works to become the world’s 
dominant power with the mid-century, increasing its role in world finances is a priority. The Renminbi is increasingly 
being used globally; it can even be used offshore now and is now considered a reserve currency by the IMF.   
Nuclear Weapons: Yes, China possesses nearly 400 nuclear weapons, comprised of the triad of air, sea, and land 
components. The air component of China is largely composed of the H-6N Bomber, with a range of 1,800 miles, 
which can both be refueled in-air and carry several air-launched missiles. By 2035, China is planning on growing its 
land component significantly, with the introduction of the innovative Xian H-20 nuclear strategic stealth bomber, 
and the goal of expanding to 1,500 nuclear warheads by 2035. China’s sea component encompasses six Jin-Class 
nuclear-powered ballistic submarines, which are able to carry up to 12 submarine-launched ballistic missiles. Finally, 
China’s land component consists of nearly 300 nuclear-capable land-based missiles, including the silo-based DF5A 
and DF5B and the more modern DF-31 and DF-41. China remains firm in its position on non-proliferation. By the 
signing of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, China, along with the United States, Russia, the 
United Kingdom, and France, are the only countries recognized as Nuclear Weapon States. This identification as 
“NWS” ensures that those countries, including China, actively pursue the disarmament of their nuclear programs and 
not share their nuclear arsenal with other Non-Nuclear or Nuclear Weapon States.  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: China remains steadfast in its decision not to condemn the actions of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin against Ukraine. We continue to maintain our strong diplomatic relations with The Russian 
Federation, our fellow Eurasian allies, and denounce N.A.T.O. and the United States both in sparking conflict and 
supplying the war effort in the region. In conclusion, China has no plans to condemn the the Russia-Ukraine conflict.  



Colombia 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

 
 
Capital City:  Bogotá   Location: South America, bordering Caribbean Sea        Population: 51520000 
Country’s Leader: Gustavo Petro 
Form of Government: constitutional republic 
Official Language: Spanish    Other Languages: Creole, English, Romani 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Krista Miller, Brayden Pursell    

Percent Children in Poverty: Colombia’s poverty rate amongst children ages 0-14 has stood at 20% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Around 40.1% of Colombia citizens meet the criteria for a 
mental disorder throughout their lifetime  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 157 hate crimes were reported and committed against human-rights defenders in the first 
nine months of 2022. 206 hate crimes have been reported against transgender individuals  
Children’s Health, Education: Children’s health is one of the most valued things in Colombian policy and care. 
ALthough there is a no tolerance policy for preventable-disability and mortality situations, proper nutrition is a 
struggle faced by Columbia parents and their children. Recently, malnutrition rates have increased in relation to the 
ongoing global pandemic, which has lessened the amount of safe and accessible water, leading to the growth of 
mortality rates in relation to malnutrition. While this is an increasingly alarming issue, Colombian officials and 
healthcare providers have created an effort to advance nutrition, one of the most beneficial factors being further 
access to water. While this is important, children mortality rates otherwise have decreased, reflecting the strong 
children’s health in Colombia. Doctors are known to be underpaid, leading to a lack of doctors to educate parents on 
nutritional values. While this is a problem, it isn’t as significant as the lack of education in Colombia. Only 2 out of 
10 children in rural areas receive an education, most not going on to a university or graduate school, and the 
quality of education being minimal.  
  
State of Mental Health Care: As Colombia’s population has risen, so has the level of violence. With this increase, 
trauma-induced mental health issues have become more prominent. Also as a result, substance abuse issues have 
become increasingly more reported. In an attempt to combat these mental health problems, the Children of the Anes 
Foundation has originated, working to create positive environments for individuals suffering from these mental 
illnesses. Health care in general in Colombia has also decided to move towards a two-tiered health care system, in 
an effort to incorporate care for mental health. There is a significant lack of mental health providers in Colombia’s 
healthcare system, leading to a lack of individual care and representation, but these numbers have begun to 
increase as the effects of the pandemic are lessening.  
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Indigenous communities and African-American communities in Colombia currently 
face discriminatory challenges and practices daily. Although everyone is guaranteed equal protection under the 
constitution, minority groups are still struggling to be widely accepted and treated as such. There are not currently 
any universally-recognized laws to protect minority groups, but many activist groups have risen in an effort to 
change this. WOLA’s organization, the Washington Office on Latin America, partners with the law to combat this 
discrimination. Additionally, one of the most impactful groups in Colombia fighting these issues is the Committee on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, which also collaborates with the law force to eliminate discriminatory 
practices and provide equal protection for all minority groups in the country of Colombia.  
  
 



Costa Rica 
Delegation: Lafayette High School 

 
 
Capital City: San Jose  Location: Central America: Bordering the north of Nicaragua & the south of Panama.        
Population: 5216396 
Country’s Leader: Rodrigo Chaves Robles 
Form of Government: Democratic Republic 
Official Language: Spanish    Other Languages: English, Creole 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Radia Karim,  Riley Gray    

Percent Children in Poverty: 32% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 10.4 percent of Costa Rica's population is diagnosed with a 
mental disorder. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: No Stats Found, however Costa Rica does have laws in place that protect against hate crimes, 
(Law No.4573, the Penal Code of Costa Rica) which suggest that the number of hate crimes have decreased.  
Children’s Health, Education: There is a large child labor issue in Costa Rica pertaining to agricultural needs as well 
as sexual exploitation. Because of Costa Rica's extremely low working age requirement, children are often subject to 
engaging in child labor rather than completing their education. Children in Costa Rica are offered a proper 
education, and have opportunities to go to the best schools in Latin America, however the working age requirement 
conflicts with the ability of children to complete their education. 
State of Mental Health Care: Mental Health in Costa Rica remains in good standing as of 2022, with its world 
happiness index score being at 6.582 out of 10, which represents the mental health situation in Costa Rica. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Costa Rica has policies in place that protect anyone with mental or physical 
disabilities. Those policies call for disabled people to have access to education, public transportation, health 
services, etc. These policies make a significant difference in the lives of the disabled living in Costa Rica because 
they ensure access to a variety of facilities and proper accommodations for those using public facilities. 
 

 



Cuba 
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy 

 
 
Capital City: Havana  Location: Central America/Caribbean         Population: 11008112 
Country’s Leader: Miguel Diaz-Canel 
Form of Government: Communist State 
Official Language: Spanish/Cuban Spanish     Other Languages: Haitian Creole, Lucumi, Galician, and Corsican  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Hayley Cavalier , Sophia Montalbano     

Percent Children in Poverty: Quantifying child poverty is difficult due to the structure of Cuba’s government. 
Estimates range from 40-70%  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 3.28%  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Statistics on hate crimes in Cuba do not exist. Since the 1960s the Cuban government has 
maintained that racism and discrimination have drastically decreased .  
Children’s Health, Education: In the 1960’s Cuba established the National Health System which prioritizes 
children’s health. Cuba has a lower infant mortality rate than the US and has eradicated common childhood diseases. 
Anemia remains a problem among children and young, pregnant women. A lack of nutrient variety is also an issue. 
This problem likely leads to 7.1% of children under 5 having stunted growth. As well as stunting, obesity and 
overweightness is cause for concern. 10.3% of children under 5 are overweight. Child marriage is common. 29.4% of 
women are married before turning 18. We would support resolutions to fund anemia research. We would also 
support resolutions to help decrease the prevalence of child marriage. 
 Education is one of the main priorities of the Cuban government. All education is free, including college. Cuba has 
an illiteracy rate of 0.2%, about 10.1 years of schooling, and around 10% of the GDP in Cuba is spent on education. 
4% of people in Cuba have a learning disability, and 342 of the 10,598 schools in Cuba are directed towards 
students with disabilities and special needs. The department of education also has a mobile school program to help 
the children who cannot go to school because of their disability, but with the poverty rate being so high, it is 
difficult for some of these children to have access to these online options.  Education is very important to Cuba, 
however, teachers are hard to retain due to the difficult job and low salary. We would support a resolution to make 
sure that all students receive free education, and teachers receive the proper resources  .  
State of Mental Health Care: Cuba has free health care, and we value our citizens mental health and wellbeing. 
Depression affects 3.82% of the population. Due to a lack of resources, prevention is stressed over treatment. 
Therefore, mental health screenings are a part of primary care. We would support a resolution to make free mental 
health care, especially screenings, a priority for all countries.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: In Cuba, 30% of the population is made up of African Cubans. These people face 
discrimination relating to employment, social standings, and other basic needs like housing, education and 
resources. In Cuba, discrimination is not as common due to segregation being outlawed after the revolution. We do 
know, however, that our minorities may still struggle, and we will support a resolution to help them in any way 
possible.   
 

 



Czech Republic  
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Prague   Location: Eastern Europe         Population: 10510000 
Country’s Leader: Miloš Zeman 
Form of Government: Unitary Parliamentary Democracy  
Official Language: Czech    Other Languages: Slovak, Russian, Polish, Ukrainian  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Clara Cole, Addison Richard    

Percent Children in Poverty: The percentage of children in the Czech Republic continues to decrease over the years 
with 2022 being an all-time low of 8.6%. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: The Czech Republic has an estimated percentage of 30% 
with mental health disorders. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: According to the amount of crimes documented by the police in 2021, there were 62 hate 
crimes in the Czech Republic last year. There were 24 people prosecuted and 33 sentenced. 
Children’s Health, Education: Childhood maltreatment including emotional abuse, physical abuse, and sexual abuse 
pose major health problems within the Czech Republic. Consequences of childhood maltreatment in the Czech 
Republic include various physical injuries and mental health disorders. Children in the Czech Republic have also been 
reported to spend inadequate amounts of time participating in physical activities. The Czech Republic will support 
resolutions that advocate for children’s health.  
 The literacy rate in the Czech Republic is above 99%. Almost all children in the Czech Republic have access to 
proper education, though the level of quality varies depending on wealth and cultural background. Public education 
is free in the Czech Republic while private education is not. It has been reported that children of Roma descent have 
faced systemic oppression within the Czech Education system, often ending up at “special schools” that are poor in 
education quality. The Czech Republic will support resolutions that improve children’s education, though does not 
believe the UN should dictate how an education system should be set up.  
State of Mental Health Care: Of all the countries within the European Union, the Czech Republic spends the least 
amount of funds on mental health care. The fall of the Soviet Union and communism added to mounting pressure on 
the Czech Republic to repair its economic system and take care of the job and housing needs of its people. As a 
result, mental health care has been neglected. Knowledge and education surrounding mental health in the Czech 
Republic is severely lacking. There have been many cases where patients have lived with a severe mental health 
condition without being aware of what was wrong, which can pose incredible danger to the patients and those 
around them.  Studies have shown that the prevalence of mental health issues in the Czech Republic is around the 
same levels as the rest of the European Union, though it has slightly lower levels of anxiety but twice as many 
issues related to alcohol as a result of the cultural emphasis on drinking. The Czech Republic is a society that is very 
heavily in favour of drinking and will not support any resolutions that are anti-alcohol. The Czech Republic will 
support reforms to educate the public on mental health and improve the quality of mental health treatment.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: The National Roma Integration Strategy is a system put in place to fix the systemic 
inequalities and oppression that many Roma people face within Europe. Though many changes have been made, 
there are still issues concerning the disproportionate about of Roma children forcibly placed in “special schools”. 
Discrimination against the Roma has died down in recent years, being replaced by discrimination against Muslims 
and immigrants. As a member of the European Union, the Czech Republic is to abide by the laws the Union has in 
place, including human rights laws. Though progress has been made, the Czech Republic falls short of truly 
complying to those laws regarding the Roma and members of the LGBT community. LGBT couples and people do not 
have the same rights as heterosexual couples regarding certain marriage and adoption rights. Under the current 
administration, the Czech Republic is in support of the segregated schools and anti-LGBTQ policies. The Czech 
Republic will not support resolutions that dictate how a country’s policies should be set up or resolutions that do 
not align with our currently held stances.     
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Averi Truitt ,    
Censorship: A lot of media in the Czech Republic is controlled by wealthy figures who want to target certain 
audiences and can impact journalists. Media is seen as an influence on political views and can often deter from the 
true beliefs of the Czech people.  
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Methamphetamine (Pervitin) is on the rise. Methamphetamine is a stimulate that is 
medical and used to treat people with ADD or ADHD.  
Infant Mortality Rate: There is a very low infant mortality rate, per 1,000 births there are 2.3 deaths in 2020.  



Human Rights Protections, Digital: There are all rights humans in the Czech Republic. Human rights in media are 
not censored as there are no restrictions. Most of social media owners are wealthy figures, which could possibly be 
biased and not fully trusted. As well, there are close relations of media owners to the government, which raises 
suspicion as representing Czech Republic’s ex-censorship ideas, we are in favor of resolutions that do not 
censorship in media, news, and other sources of materials. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Because of Czech Republic’s liberal views, drugs are allowed but limited. Marijuana use is 
very loose when it comes to possession. On the other hand, it is still illegal but not to a criminal offense, only an 
infraction. Czech people can own up to five plants of hemp or 15.0 grams of marijuana. Czech is also a part of the 
EMCDDA, an organization that holds information on drugs and drug addictions in Europe. Czech does not benefit 
from drug trafficking. Czech Republic will support resolutions that agree with the legal use of marijuana, but to only 
a certain extent that agrees with the laws set in place. Moreover, Czech will be in support of an international drug 
policy. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Reproductive rights are yielded to women of Czech. Although, there have 
been reports of abuse and domestic violence when women are in labor or are pregnant. LGBTQ+ couples are not 
allowed to adopt any child regardless of marriage or not and IVF treatments are not available to lesbian couples 
regardless of age, marriage, or orientation. 
 



Democratic People’s Republic of North Korea 
Delegation: St. Joseph's Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Pyongyang   Location: East Asia, Northern Half of Korean Peninsula         Population: 25970000 
Country’s Leader: Supreme Leader Kim Jong-un  
Form of Government: Authoritarian, one-party, socialist, republic, totalitarian hereditary dictatorship.  
Official Language: Munhwaŏ dialect of Korean      Other Languages: Chinese and Russian  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Camille Starkovitch , Allison Riley     

Percent Children in Poverty: None.  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: We do not acknowledge any mental health issues in our 
country.  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: None.  
Children’s Health, Education: Children’s access to food continues to be a prevailing problem in our country along 
with lack of food diversity and poverty. The COVID-19 pandemic increased citizens' exposure to the possibility of 
food insecurity. While food continues to be lackluster in access, we have a one-hundred percent literacy rate among 
all our citizens. Everyone completes the necessary amounts of schooling to function in our society. We continue to 
improve our great society to support our stable environment, so since resolutions of this type do not affect us, we 
will not support resolutions aimed at improving children’s health.  
State of Mental Health Care: We have no need for mental health care, as those studied to have been diagnosed 
with psychological issues are not studied by us and therefore an unreliable source of information. Our country 
supports a healthy, stable environment for all its citizens. We would not support resolutions that would improve 
worldwide mental health care.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: We see no need to protect minorities because we are focused on our citizens as a 
whole society. Any minority groups are so minuscule that government protection would be a waste. Because of this, 
we will oppose any resolutions aimed at protecting minorities. Any minority groups already have the average, stable 
life as any North Korean.  
 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Hannah Champagne , Kearra Grisby    
Military Capability: North Korea is currently ranked 34/145 for our Global Firepower. We have an estimated 
2,000,000 men serving in our military. We have 947 different types of aircraft in stock, over 6,000 tanks and 
38,000 vehicles that are also in stock. The number of weapo 
Major Allies/Treaties: We do not really have “allies” but in recent months, Russia and China have become closer to 
us.  
Major Disputes: We originally said that we were going to send aid to Russia to help fight against Ukraine, however 
we now have backed out because of concerns that finical support would go to waste, but we still stand with Russia. 
Also, in recent years there have been ten 
Greece’s Economic Situation: The Greek debt crisis has no effect on the Democratic People's Republic of North 
Korea. We have no desire, or interest to build a more robust global financial system, and therefore, we will not vote 
in favor of any resolution seeking to do so.  
Nuclear Weapons: North Korea does currently possess nuclear weapons; however, the exact number is undisclosed. 
We can say that we have recently been creating short-range and medium range missiles of mass destruction, and 
fully intend to make an operational nuclear arsenal that can hold regional and US targets at risk. We feel it is unfair 
because countries like the US have more nuclear weapons than we do, yet they continue to target us. We refuse to 
support any efforts to denuclearize.  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: The Democratic People’s Republic of North Korea originally agreed to send workers to aid 
Russia, but as of now, has revoked that statement because of financial concerns. We would like to make it clear that 
we still stand by and support Russia and their military efforts and will support any resolutions seeking to aid them.  



Denmark 
Delegation: Dutchtown High School 

 
 
Capital City: Copenhagen  Location: Atlantic Ocean, N of Germany; Northern Europe        Population: 
5845785 
Country’s Leader: Mette Fredericksen 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Democracy and Constitutional Monarchy 
Official Language: Danish    Other Languages: English 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Sydnee Daniel, Addison Crain    

Percent Children in Poverty: 12.7% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 12% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 635 
Children’s Health, Education: The problems affecting children's health is the increasing costs of medical services, 
limited professional human resources and insufficient coverage of immunization. Children up to 16 years old in 
Denmark have access to free government schooling. 
State of Mental Health Care: Denmark aims to aid in the global mental health crisis through prevention and early 
detection efforts, and free equal access to psychiatric care.  To improve mental health in this country, they also 
work to break down stigma, explore innovative treatment options, and further extend aid to those with drug and/or 
alcohol abuse disorders. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Denmark has an anti-discrimination unit in place to protect its minorities. This unit 
does make a difference for Denmark’s minorities, with an example being their introduction of a smart-phone 
application where individuals could report disability-based discrimination. 
  
 

 



Egypt 
Delegation: Jesuit High School 

 
 
Capital City: Cairo  Location: North Africa        Population: 108000000 
Country’s Leader: President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Official Language: Arabic    Other Languages: English and French 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Bradley Eschmann, Harry Fantaci    

Percent Children in Poverty: About 30% are classified as multidimensionally poor. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Approximately 44% of Egyptians suffer from a depression or 
anxiety condition. 31% of those people suffer from depression related to substance abuse. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: There was an average of 9 attacks per month. 
Children’s Health, Education: Problems significantly affecting children’s health are an overstretched and highly 
demanded healthcare system, and substantial inequalities between socio-economic groups. Most child health issues 
in Egypt are in very early life (birth-5yoa) due to lack of medical professionals at birth. Lower class citizens and 
their children suffer the most because they can not always afford to go get a medical professional for childbirth. 
Egyptian children do have access to a proper free public school system. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: Egypt has a massive unmet need for mental health care. With 44% of the population 
suffering from depression, anxiety, and other similar mental health conditions, there are nowhere near the 
necessary number of professionals to take care of that many people. What resources are put into mental healthcare 
are put into a few large psychiatric hospitals, which not everyone can go to. Mental health care is also not 
integrated into primary care. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Egypt’s constitution guarantees freedom of belief in “revealed religions” 
(Christianity, Islam, Judaism) in Article 64 of its 2014 Constitution. This given right is ineffective against stopping 
terrorists from attacking religious institutions and events. 
 

 



Finland 
Delegation: Captain Shreve 

 
 
Capital City: Helsinki  Location: Europe        Population: 5540745 
Country’s Leader: Sauli Niinistö 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Official Language: Finnish 86.5%, Swedish 5.2%    Other Languages: Russian 1.6%, other 6.7%  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Madison Allen, Madison Pate     

Percent Children in Poverty: 4% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: % adults 12% children 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: In 2021, there were 1,026 hate crimes committed in Finland. 
Children’s Health, Education: Kids in Finland are facing an obesity epidemic as a result of poor eating habits, a lack 
of access to healthy foods, and a lack of physical activity. If you can afford it, education in Finland is equal and 
fundamental for everyone.  
State of Mental Health Care: Between 4% and 9% of the 5.2 million people in the country experience significant 
depressive illnesses at any point in time. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: International human rights policy priorities for Finland include women rights, the 
rights of people with disabilities, and the right of sexual and gender disabilities and they make a difference as the 
country supports their cause. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Peyton McKinnon , Ka’Myree Scott   
Censorship: In 2006, a new copyright law was passed that set restrictions on publishing information concerning 
copyright protection schemes. Movies that contain an excessive amount of bloodshed, brutality, and martial arts are 
not allowed. 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Amphetamine, cannabis, cocaine, heroine 
Infant Mortality Rate: 1.479 deaths per 1000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: There are many policies in place to protect human rights in the digital sphere in 
Finland. There are several policies for online businesses and consumers, online harassment towards women, hackers, 
cyberbullying and many other issues plaguing the digital sphere.   
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Finland makes use of social policy, national legislation and international agreements to 
prevent the demand and supply of drugs, reduce the harm caused by drugs, ensure that people with drug problems 
receive treatment as early as possible and instigate criminal proceedings against those guilty of illegal activity. 
Finland does not benefit from the drug trafficking industry and is not super involved in it.  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Finland tends to have high quality reproductive health. Over the past ten 
years, only 3 women on average have died from pregnancy or childbirth related reasons. While in 2017, the LTH 
reported that a fifth of the mothers had a more negative birth experience than expected, over 90% had recovered 
from childbirth. However, sexual health’s barriers could be lack of bringing up sexual health with patients due to lack 
of time, lack of experience with sexual medicine, and lack of knowledge of the topic. 
 



France 
Delegation: Haynes Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Paris  Location: Western Europe        Population: 64626628 
Country’s Leader: Emmanuel Macron 
Form of Government: Semi-presidential 
Official Language: French    Other Languages: English, German, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Margo Esquivel, Sophie Yeon     

Percent Children in Poverty:  16% as of December 2021 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder:  25% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: There were 3,443 hate crimes reported in 2021, with 486 prosecuted and 425 sentenced. 
Children’s Health, Education: There are not any significant problems affecting the health of children in France due 
to the access to and quality of healthcare. 95% of children are in good health, with only 0.6% in bad or very poor 
health, which is above the EU's average of 0.8%. In 2020, France spent 12.4% of its GDP on healthcare. All children 
in France are given free healthcare under the public insurance of their parents, including 20 free and compulsory 
health checkups until age 6 for any disorders or concerns. France places great importance on healthcare, specifically 
their youth, but like many countries is experiencing a shortage of healthcare workers. Children in France have access 
to education mostly state-run and free. The country is ranked 5th in education, providing compulsory education 
between the ages of 6 and 16. French students spend the most hours of school in a year than any other European 
country, at 900 hours, partially due to frequent vacations. The education system is mainly suffering from its 
outdated practices and societal view of education as strictly disciplining children, with little connection between 
teachers and students. The university system is also losing its prestige and has a dropout/failure rate of almost 
50%. Students can take the Baccalauréat to enter university or enter the more popular specialty career schools 
called the  Grandes Ecoles. 
State of Mental Health Care: While France has therapy and mental health care available to citizens, the quality of 
care and the stigma surrounding it leaves much to be desired. Psychiatric disorders are the most expensive under 
the national healthcare system and cost far more than physical health conditions such as cancer or cardiovascular 
disease. Psychologists are not covered under national health insurance and exist in a parallel system to physical 
health care, which has been critiqued by many. About 30% of patients seen by a primary care physician have a 
mental health disorder, and patients with severe disorders tend to die up to 16 years earlier than those without 
disorders. The country is ranked 17th in suicides as of 2019. However, France is attempting to rectify the situation. 
President Emmanuel Macron recently announced a plan to cover all therapy costs for citizens, and France now has 
over a hundred mental health professionals per 100,000 people. The country is now ranked 4th in mental health. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: France’s policies to protect minorities are centered around one thing: not 
mentioning them. Policies include prohibiting the collection of data on race or ethnicity, mandating an annual report 
on hate crimes and racism, and banning Holocaust denial. In an attempt to separate church and state completely, 
the country also banned any full-face coverings, including the burqa and hijab. France endorses a “color-blind” 
method of government, going so far as to reject any references to racial, national, linguistic, and religious 
minorities. They strive to create “Absolute Equality”, with the government acting for the individuals instead of any 
group or community, rejecting any targeting legal measures for any ethnic or religious group. France’s policies make 
a difference in the treatment of minorities only if to encourage the already prevalent racism and anti-semitism. The 
discrimination against minority groups is hard to judge since they are invisible in official statistics, leaving anti-
discrimination policies to blanket them as “immigrants” even if they may be 3rd or 4th generation French citizens. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Aima Shahid, Alissa Julien   
Censorship: The Central Office for the Fight against Crime related to Information and Communication Technology 
(OCLCTIC) has the ability to blackout sites deemed “ content that incites hatred, racism, Holocaust denial, that 
contains child pornography, copyright infri 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis (11%) , Cocaine (1.6%), MDMA/ecstasy ( 4.3%), and amphetamines (2.3%) 
are the most prevalent drugs in France. 
Infant Mortality Rate: The current infant mortality rate for France in 2023 is 2.677 deaths per 1000 live births. 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: As of September 2016, France passed the Digital Republic Law in order to 
embrace coming technological and digital advancements while continuing to  embody the principles of liberty, 
equality and fraternity. Open data plays a large role in knowledge dissemination, innovation, economic expansion, 
and the democratic process; therefore, France has utilized the Digital Republic Law to widen the open data policy 
and broaden the scope of public and private data available, without a cost, to everyone. To ensure fairness, net 



neutrality was embedded in the law and required by online intermediaries to guarantee equal content distribution 
for all internet users. The law also guarantees user privacy through ways including, easy access to their own data 
and a right to digital death with the option of disposing of the personal data as they wish. Furthermore, France has 
used this law to work towards optimizing access to the internet for all citizens, including the disabled and those 
facing financial hardships, through various services.  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Current French law calls for a” €3,750 fine and/or up to a year in prison for the use or 
possession of narcotics and makes no distinction between"hard " and"soft " drugs.” This law comes after the original 
1970 laws led to few arrests. The 1970 law created inefficient and time-consuming policies and was overall 
ineffective as France still saw high consumption rates. The new laws aim to consolidate French drug policy and allow 
the process of punishing offenders to be simpler and faster. Cannabis infractions are subject to a €150 and €200 
fine on the spot. While decriminalization is wanted by the French people it is still politically controversial. The 
current French leader has backed away from decriminalization in favor of fines. France aims to help make daily life 
safer for French citizens with these harsher on-the-spot punishments. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: While France has great policies in place to provide quality sexual and 
reproductive help, the implementation of these policies as well as widespread sexism seem to combat these 
attempts at providing proper sex education. The education system the country has fostered has failed to adopt 
gender equality at a young age impacting youth negatively. These two instances hand-in-hand have increased the 
number of gender-based violence and online exposure to pornography. With a lack of an adequate sex education 
program implemented at schools, the exposure youth have to pornography would “sow the seeds of future violence 
and femicides”. Furthermore, out of these sex education classes, 15% of high-school students and 20% of middle-
school pupils received the required instruction, many classes being taught by underqualified biology teachers rather 
than professionals.  
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Lily Coats, Brinley Pethe   
Military Capability: As of July 2021, the French army had 222 Leclerc tanks, 267 combat helicopters and 739 
drones. The navy had 38 ships, excluding aircraft carriers, submarines and minesweepers. The air force counted 211 
fighter jets. 
Major Allies/Treaties: The Paris Treaty, Allies with the UK and Germany  
Major Disputes: Stopping North Korea's development of Ballistic and Nuclear weapons  
Greece’s Economic Situation: In 2010, French President Nicolas Sarkozy agreed to aid Greece and encouraged debt 
relief through increased “participation of the private sector.” By the end of 2009, French banks had sent $75 billion 
in aid to Greek borrowers, and French banks are still active in Greece. France acknowledges that as of September, 
Greece was set to repay 2.7 billion euros of loans early. France views Greece as a valued ally, with over 35,000 
Greeks residing in France and strong cultural ties between the two countries. Therefore, France wishes to keep 
Greece in the Eurozone, sending as much aid as possible, and will support any policy accomplishing such. France 
continues to provide Greece with financial breaks and encourages other countries in the UN to do the same.  
However, France is currently in debt, so the aid we send to Greece may need to temporarily cease or lessen. 
Nuclear Weapons: France is one of five nations recognized under the NPT, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons, and has the fourth-largest nuclear stockpile in the world. French allies, including the United 
States and the United Kingdom, also possess sizable nuclear stockpiles. France has about 300 nuclear warheads, of 
which an estimated 290 are active. We have taken steps towards disarmament; nuclear weapons are no longer 
deployed from the Charles de Gaulle aircraft carrier, and launching nuclear weapons now takes a several-day time 
period. France’s arsenal is kept as small as deemed strategically possible in accordance with the idea of “strict 
sufficiency.” Therefore, we do not see the need to reduce the size of our stockpile, and despite our efforts towards 
disarmament, France does not wish to totally prohibit nuclear warfare or the possession of nuclear arsenals.  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: France has stood with Ukraine since the start of the Russia-Ukraine conflict. President 
Emmanuel Macron went as far as pledging “unwavering support” until Ukraine’s victory. President Macron’s visit to 
Kyiv, among other factors, prompted the European Council to grant Ukraine candidate status in June. France 
delivered tanks, rocket launchers, and Crotale missile batteries to Ukraine and was the first country to supply 
Ukraine with western tanks. France views Russia as an aggressor and will aid Ukraine in its fight for independence, 
whether it be through diplomatic, humanitarian, or military assistance. Unfortunately, France has seen negative 
economic impacts resulting from the conflict, including inflation and expected price shocks. Despite this, public and 
governmental support remains worries over the war lessening according to recent surveys. If presidential candidate 
Le Pen wins the upcoming election, France’s policy regarding Ukraine may be altered. Le Pen opposes sending 
weapons to Ukraine, as Macron has done, and wishes to form an alliance with Russia after the dissolution of the 
conflict. However, the past policy will likely remain intact due to the current geopolitical climate and shifting public 
opinion. France does and will continue to condemn the acts of President Vladimir Putin and stands with Ukraine in 
any and all of their needs. 
  



Germany 
Delegation: Dutchtown High 

 
 
Capital City: Berlin  Location: Central Europe        Population: 83.2 
Country’s Leader: Frank-Walter Steinmeier         Form of Government: Parliamentary democracy 
Official Language: German    Other Languages: Danish, French ,polish 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Brice Doty, MICHAEL SEIDEMANN    

Percent Children in Poverty:  Roughly 26% or 2.8 million children 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Roughly 1.5% or 750,000 people 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 23,000 
Children’s Health, Education: with around 31% of Germans diagnosed with at least one mental illness. Like most 
other developed nations, depression and anxiety rank the highest among adults but formed at a young age. Germany 
provides financial support to people with mental conditions; there are around 270 hospitals  solely dedicated to or 
mostly dedicated to mental health care. Germany also promotes Outreach programs to remove stigmas about mental 
health disorders like depression and anxiety .As rates of mental disorders increased Germany a lot more and more 
resources to their Universal Health Care Program . 
State of Mental Health Care: with around 31% of Germans diagnosed with at least one mental illness. Like most 
other developed nations, depression and anxiety rank the highest among adults but formed at a young age. Germany 
provides financial support to people with mental conditions; there are around 270 hospitals  solely dedicated to or 
mostly dedicated to mental health care. Germany also promotes Outreach programs to remove stigmas about mental 
health disorders like depression and anxiety .As rates of mental disorders increased Germany a lot more and more 
resources to their Universal Health Care Program . 
Policies to Protect Minorities: It has a minority of Danish people living in Northern Germany they have the right to 
speak Danish in private, in public, and can speak Danish in German Parliament if they so choose One is also not 
allowed to discriminate against a minority for any reason legal action such as lawsuits and jail time can be taken  

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Nathan Henderson, Andrew Morril   
Censorship: Censorship in Germany is very prevalent because of the laws against satirical comments of religion and 
government as shown through the government's reaction to peoples posts on main multinational social media. As 
well the publishing of public opinion is v 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis and cocaine  are the most prevalent drugs in the country of germany. 
Infant Mortality Rate: 2 deaths per 1000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: While there are no specific laws regarding the internet, the rights given to 
German citizens are applied to the internet. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Small amounts of stimulant drugs are legal to be in possession of, but distribution and 
cultivation is punishable. Germany does profit from drug trafficking, with 56,000 registered offenses last year. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Birth control is legal with a prescription. Abortion is legal in the first 12 
weeks with counseling, and illegal afterwards except in the case of risk to the mother’s life. 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Marcus Soileau, Ben Tilley   
Military Capability: 183,638 active duty, and 949,000 reserve personnel. 
Major Allies/Treaties: Germany is currently in ally ship with The United Nations, NATO, and The European Union. 
Major Disputes: Russia-Ukraine conflict, war on ISIL,Mail War 
Greece’s Economic Situation: Germany earned nearly $3 billion from the crisis, and Germany’s goals in the global 
financial system are to be very involved. 
Nuclear Weapons: We do not own or manufacture any nuclear warheads, however we have possession of 20 
American warheads. 
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Germany is against the war but they provide humanitarian aid to Ukraine. 



Greece 
Delegation: Lafayette High School 

 
 
Capital City: Athens  Location: Balkans        Population: 10340000 
Country’s Leader: Katerina Sakellaropoulou 
Form of Government: Unitary Parliamentary Republic 
Official Language: Greek (99%)    Other Languages: English (50%), Italian (10%) 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Walker Prejean, William Swann    

Percent Children in Poverty: 21.4% of children in Greece live in poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 29% of the country’s population is diagnosed with a mental 
disorder. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 110 hate crimes occurred in 2021. 72 of those crimes were racist hate crimes that occurred 
in 2021 targeting migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers. 
Children’s Health, Education: For most children in Greece, the standard of healthcare is relatively high. Greece’s 
National Health System (EYS) aims to provide all citizens with free and equal access to high quality healthcare. 
Around 3.7 under-five mortalities occur for every 1,000 births. Education is also of good quality, 99% of people 
from ages 15-24 are literate. However, around 100,000 asylum seekers (a little less than 1% of the population), 
30% of which are children, do not have medical care and access to education. They are often very overcrowded and 
overall do not have access to simple resources. 
State of Mental Health Care: There are laws put in place which give people suffering with mental health problems 
and other disabilities the opportunity to work. There’s a yearly average sum of 8865 admissions into 5 of the 
largest public psychiatric hospitals. 12.3% of the population suffered from depression in 2017, increasing from 
3.3% in 2008. Around 470 suicides occurred in 2016. Unemployment, which was a main cause for a spike in mental 
health problems, has been steadily decreasing since an economic crisis in 2013, going from 40% to 11.6%. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Article 19 of the Greek Citizenship Code, which revoked citizenship of the 
naturalized, was abolished in 1998. 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Lincoln Trumps, Nathan Stokes   
Military Capability: The Greek Military is ranked 30th in the world and has 130,000 active duty and 220,000 
reserve personnel. The Hellenic Air Force is the greatest strategic asset of the Greek Armed Forces.  
Major Allies/Treaties: Greece is a Member of NATO, A Party in the Franco-Greek defence agreement, and is held to 
European Union Treaties 
Major Disputes: A. The Aegean EEZ conflict with Turkey, with Turkey refusing to acknowledge the Greek Economic 
Exclusion Zone as recognized by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea B. The Cyprus Conflict where 
Greece has supported Cyprus and protested the T 
Greece’s Economic Situation: The Greek Economy is still recovering from the debt crisis and has suffered 
immensely from the impacts of the pandemic. In order to resolve economic issues and rebuild the financial system 
Greece intends to cut taxes and government expenditures as well as reduce regulations aimed at the Protection of 
workers. This aims to reduce inflation and promote entrepreneurship.  
Nuclear Weapons: Greece supports nuclear non proliferation. Greece has a history of support for UN efforts to 
reduce the spread of Nuclear weapons and reach international agreements. Greece does not have nuclear weaponry 
nor the capacity to produce nuclear weapons due to a lack of uranium and other strategic resources.  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Greece strongly supports Ukraine being among the first countries to send armaments to 
Ukraine. Greece has participated in efforts with its ally France and other European countries to funnel supplies and 
weapons to Ukraine to support their war effort. Greece has been negatively impacted by rising energy prices in the 
course  of the war leading to some discontent among the population. Rising far right movements in Greece have 
expressed support for Russia and an isolationist approach to the conflict. 
  



Guatemala 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

 
 
Capital City: Guatemala City  Location: Central America        Population: 17109746 
Country’s Leader: Alejandro Giammattei 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Official Language: Spanish    Other Languages: K'iche', Q'qechi' 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Taylor Flagg, Mac Drane    

Percent Children in Poverty: 68% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 29% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: No statistic found. 
Children’s Health, Education: Anemia, obesity, and chronic under-nutrition as evidenced by stunting are leading 
public health problems for children in Guatemala. Some children have access to education, however the country has 
one of the highest illiteracy rates and the average Guatemalan has less than a high school education. 
State of Mental Health Care: Less than 1% of health care expenditures by the Ministry of Health are directed to 
mental health. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Equal rights are guaranteed in the constitution, but minorities continue to face 
unequal treatment. Indigenous communities suffer from high rates of poverty, women continue to face gender-based 
inequality, and LGBT+ people face discrimination. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Taylor Flagg, Mac Drane   
Censorship: The Association of Guatemalan Journalists (APG) reported that from 2020 to June 2022, there have 
been 350 attacks and restrictions on the press 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cocaine  
Infant Mortality Rate: 20/1000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Since Guatemala does not have any specific data protection legislation, data 
privacy guidelines and principles have been created from case law. Several cases ruled on by the Constitutional 
Court of Guatemala ('the Constitutional Court') have addressed the recognition and safeguarding of privacy rights, 
and as a right implicitly recognized in Article 44 of the Constitution. 
  
  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: There are severe penalties for drug trafficking and drug use in Guatemala. In some 
regions, narcotics traffickers have become prominent entrepreneurs, with both licit and illicit businesses. But these 
domestic trafficking groups also operate with impunity to seize land and intimidate or eliminate competitors. Local 
police and judicial authorities, under-resourced and widely mistrusted, offer little opposition. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Despite Guatemala’s large indigenous population, indigenous health is 
often neglected in reported health data and interventions. Although this data is limited in scope, it shows that 
indigenous people have poorer health outcomes. Sexually transmitted infections (STIs) are now a growing threat in 
Guatemala and pose great risk to the wellbeing of its indigenous population. 
  
 1) indigenous Maya women have limited factual knowledge about sex and STIs; 2) widespread partner infidelity 
minimizes women’s control over preventing STI contraction; 3) close-knit communities and the resulting heightened 
fear of gossip prevents communication and hinders care seeking; and 4) lack of quality medical care and 
inaccessibility of biomedical healthcare systems pose barriers to seeking care for potential STIs. 
  
  
  
 



Haiti 
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy 

 
 
Capital City: Port-au-Prince  Location: Caribbean Sea        Population: 11450000 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Ariel Henry 
Form of Government: Unitary Semi-Presidential Republic 
Official Language: Haitian Creole and French    Other Languages:  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Raygan Irvin , Cameron Wilkinson    

Percent Children in Poverty: The percentage of children living in poverty is 65%.  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: The combined prevalence of full-syndrome or subthreshold 
MDE or PTSD was high (36.7%). A large majority of individuals affected (88.6%) had accessed to no mental health 
services and 36.4% had accessed to no care of any kind in either.  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: The United Nations Integrated Office in Haiti (BINUH) reported 944 intentional homicides, 124 
abductions, and 78 cases of sexual and gender-based violence from January through August 31, with at least 159 
people killed as a result of gang violence.  
Children’s Health, Education: Yes, there are many problems significantly affecting children’s health such as: rape, 
influence of gang violence, not the proper education, domestic violence, sexual harassment (mostly adolescent girls). 
Not many children in Haiti have access to the proper education, although Haiti’s laws support the rights to free 
education. 80% of the schools rely on tuition and enrollment fees , resulting in 50% of children having conflicts 
attending primary school. The Haitian government are supportive of the idea to improve the education system by 
implementing programs, training for teachers, affordability for schools, and etc. The sexual harassment rate in Haiti 
is estimated around 30% of Haitian Women between the ages of 15 to 30 are victims of sexual abuse or violence. 
According to the United Nations the rival gangs are adopting the idea of “systematic use of rape against women and 
girls as a weapon of war.” Haiti is supportive and focuses on ending domestic violence, rape, incest, sexual 
harassment, physical and psychological violence. The Haitian government are working on implementing laws and 
providing Haitian who are impacted by these causes seek the help they need for it is right and just. 
State of Mental Health Care: Haiti is currently severely lacking eligibility for mental health care. The need for 
mental health increased significantly with the 2010 earthquake causing emotional distress, depression, and PTSD 
among Haitians. In resolution the International Organization for Migration recognized the enormous emotional and 
psychological damage inflicted on millions of Haitians. With the lack of access to mental health care, people tend to 
turn to Vodou. Voudou is a religion that runs deep in Haiti’s history. Haiti recognized Voudou has a religion in 
2003, and about 50% to 80% of the population converted or practiced some forms of Voudou. In relation to 
Haitians being able to seek the proper mental health care needed, there are many barriers to effective treatment of 
mental illness for example: the lack of open discussion about important psychological suffering which created the 
stigma around the word “Psychologist” known as a dirty word amongst Haitians. Food, shelter, and safety are all 
interconnected with both physical and mental health as well, which is a main necessity many Haitians don’t have 
proper access to. The Haitian government plans on increasing its investments in the mental health system and 
mental health an important priority. Establishing more facilities with the proper resources will be a great start. 
Normalizing and encouraging society that mental illness is common and normal should be taken with gratitude.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Haiti is a constitutional republic with a multiparty political system. Haiti has a new 
policy where sexual harassment and gender-based violence is listed as a punishable offense, for example: rape can 
lead to imprisonment serving a life sentence. The new policy also legalizes abortion in the circumstance of rape or 
incest, if the woman’s mental or physical health state is a danger . With all the negative things going on in Haiti 
impacting their minorities the start of Haitians immigrating to the Dominican Republic in search of economic 
opportunities has drastically increased.  

 



Hungary 
Delegation: Jesuit High school 

 
 
Capital City: Budapest  Location: Central Europe        Population: 9710000 
Country’s Leader: Katalin Novák 
Form of Government: parliamentary republic 
Official Language: Hungarian    Other Languages:  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Matthew Poyner, Kamron Darkshani    

Percent Children in Poverty: 8.4 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 0.4 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 38 
Children’s Health, Education: Hungary ranks 20th in the Rich Countries for child well-being across the variables in 
the latest UNICEF Report Card.  Free public educational institutions are available to all children in Hungary.  
Education for children between the age of 3 and 16 is compulsory. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: The number of mental health professionals in Hungary is low and they are unevenly 
distributed across the country.  Many psychiatrists and psychiatric nurses are leaving for jobs elsewhere in Europe. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Hungary regards national and ethnic minorities living in its territory as a constituent 
part of the state and ensures their representation in the Constitution.  Hungary declares that minorities have a right 
to be represented in the National Assembly; however, parliamentary representation of minorities has not been 
resolved. 
  
 



Iceland 
Delegation: Woodlawn High School 

 
 
Capital City: Reykjavík  Location: North Atlantic        Population: 372520 
Country’s Leader: Gu∂ni Th. Jóhannesson 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Official Language: Icelandic    Other Languages: Polish 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Julie Russell, Eddie Hasson    

Percent Children in Poverty: 9.9% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 7% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 15 
Children’s Health, Education: Iceland has a low infant mortality rate and high life expectancy. There are no 
significant health problems afflicting Iceland’s children. Education in Iceland is compulsory and tuition-free for 
children aged 6-16. The education system is divided into four levels: playschool, compulsory, upper secondary, and 
higher. There are no significant barriers to children’s education in Iceland. 
State of Mental Health Care: As of 2021, Iceland allocates 12% of its health budget to mental healthcare. There 
has been a recent push to rely on therapy to treat mental health disorders rather than a heavy reliance on 
antidepressant medication. Icelandic psychiatrists have had a history of prescribing medication with a heavy hand. In 
all, Iceland has consistently ranked as one of the happiest countries in the world, according to The World Happiness 
Report. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: The largest ethnic minority in Iceland is Polish, at 3% of the national population. 
Anti-discrimination and human rights are guaranteed in the Icelandic Constitution. Most reported hate crimes have 
been non-violent. Members of the LGBTQ+ community are most frequently targeted. There have been recent calls to 
enact more comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation. People with disabilities, older persons, members of ethnic 
and religious minorities, and transgender persons would benefit from stronger guarantees against discrimination 
(Council of Europe, 2012). 
 

 



India 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Acadiana 

 
 
Capital City: New Dehli  Location: Southeast Asia        Population: 1375586000 
Country’s Leader: Narendra Modi 
Form of Government: Federal Parliamentary Constitutional Republic 
Official Language: Bengali, Hindi, Maithili, Nepalese, Sanskrit, Tamil, Urdu, Assamese, Dogri, Kannada, Gujarati, 
Bodo, Manipur, Oriya, Marathi, Santali, Telugu, Punjabi, Sindhi, Malayalam, Konkani and Kashmiri    Other 
Languages: English 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Arun Cacodcar, Perry Joseph   
Military Capability: India has a strong military due to its equipment and ability to mobilize its people. It is ranked 
4th in miltary power and possess nuclear weapons. 
Major Allies/Treaties: India is allied and close to many powerful nations, such as the United States, Russia, and 
Japan. 
Major Disputes: India has border and military disputes with Pakistan, border and power struggles with China, and 
has border disputes with Nepal. 
Greece’s Economic Situation: Greece's economic situation had little impact on India's economy, besides a minor 
export decrease to Greece. India is already the largest growing economy in the world. In the future, India plans to 
expand into more sectors and develop existing ones, such as technology and agriculture, to raise GDP. India has a 
stable financial base with a GDP-to-debt ratio of around 83 percent. 
Nuclear Weapons: Yes, India possesses nuclear weapons. In the past India did not sign onto certain nuclear deals, 
such as Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. However, it recently has signed nuclear deals with France and the 
US. India is pro-non-proliferation. 
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: India has tried to be inherently neutral in the Russia-Ukraine conflict. This is due to the 
fact that India has ties with Russia and the United States, which backs Ukraine, so they have not wanted to upset 
either side. For example, Russia is India's largest arms dealer, so it would be very difficult to criticize such a 
important political partner. Overall, it has just asked that both the world and Russia do "the right thing". 



Iran 
Delegation: Mandeville High School  

 
 
Capital City: Tehran  Location: West Asia, South of Turkmenistan        Population: 87920000 
Country’s Leader: Ali Hosseini Khamenei 
Form of Government: Unitary State 
Official Language: Persian    Other Languages: Kurdish, Gilaki, Mazandarani, Luri, Arabic, Balochi, Turkmen,  
Qashqai, Taleshi, Tati, Baadi 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Christopher Pedersen, Grace Miceli     
Percent Children in Poverty: 50% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 34% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: No specific amount, but a large quantity. They typically involve the oppression of religious and 
ethnic minorities.  
Children’s Health, Education:  Iran currently faces a variety of challenges regarding environmental issues. Our 
children are under attack from oil pollution in the Persian gulf and mass industrial waste, which contaminate the 
food and drink available to our citizens. Public health concerns only increase as a result of drought, lack of potable 
water, and COVID-19’s detrimental effects. The safety of our children is at risk and hasty action needs to be taken 
to protect them.  
  
 The children of Iran have plentiful access to the vast opportunities of education. Public education in Iran is 
provided to all children, ranging from ages six to twelve for primary education and 12 through 18 for high school. 
These education policies have shown substantial results with the average literacy rate being around 85.5% which is 
only increasing. And for highly exceptional students, there are Nemuneh Mardomi schools, which are highly 
competitive to get into, provide better education than public schools, and are more affordable than private schools. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: Mental health has continued to persist as a major concern for the Iranian government. 
34 percent of our people have reported mental health disorders. These problems are closely linked to the poverty 
and unemployment seen in the lower class, which has only increased as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. In order 
to help aid our constituents, we have increased both public and private health care facilities in urban as well as rural 
areas across the country. We continue to address this concern and hope to make a better life for all of our citizens.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: The Islamic Republic of Iran has made minorities a key part of our society. In our 
constitution, we protect all people in Iran. Any ethnic group or tribe has the right to enjoy equal rights regardless of 
color, race, language. While we openly respect the eclectic cultures present in our homeland, we place heavy 
importance on centralism and culture. The Islamic culture and core principles proudly reign supreme in Iran through 
our strict regulation of religious conversion and practices. Moving forward we wish to continue to unify the Iranian 
people as a whole.  

 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Jackson Dowdle, Charlotte Gerhardt   
Military Capability: The PwrIndx of Iran is .2712 
Major Allies/Treaties: Syria, China, Armenia 
Major Disputes: Iran's border dispute with azerbaijan because of the large azerbaijanian population near the border 
of the country, the iran-Saudi Arabia proxy conflict, and territorial conflict with 2 islands in the persian gulf 
between iran and UAE 
Greece’s Economic Situation: Has nothing to do with Greece, but the president is proposing for de facto cuts to 
salaries and subsidies as well as more money for the military 
Nuclear Weapons: Iran does not have WMDs as far as we know. 
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Iran has provided Russia with military drones. 

 



Iraq 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Acadiana  

 
 
Capital City: Baghdad  Location: Middle East        Population: 44000000 
Country’s Leader: Abdul Latif Rashid 
Form of Government: Federal Parliamentary Republic 
Official Language: Arabic and Kurdish     Other Languages: Assyrian, Turkish, Armenian  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Max Ross, Liam Majeua     

Percent Children in Poverty: 4.5 million children live in poverty, which is about 10% of total population. Iraq’s 
Ministry of Planning reported that the country’s poverty rate was 25%. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Mental health is a very stigmatized subject in the country of 
Iraq, and as such it is difficult to guge the exact amount of diagnosible mental illnises in Iraq, but experts estimate 
that around 20% of the countries population suffer from some form of ment 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: The county of Iraq does not consider many crimes "hate crimes" the way other countries do, 
and reporting an accurate number of them proves a challenge. It is, however, a fact that man LGBTQ peoples face 
discrimintion and violence within the country.   
Children’s Health, Education: Iraq has a significant malnutrition issue which leaves one in five children's growth 
stunted. Additionally, roughly half a million children remain unvaccinated to numerous diseases within the country. 
Education within the country is free and mandatory for children ages six through twelve. Public schools often fall far 
behind a standard education level for children, and access to solid foundational learning is limited.  
  
State of Mental Health Care: Mental health care in Iraq is often overlooked and is often ignored altogether. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: As of now, Iraq has no policies in place to protect minorities.  
  
 
 



Israel 
Delegation: Captain Shreve 

 
 
Capital City: Jerusalem  Location: Middle East        Population: 8914885 
Country’s Leader: Isaac Herzog  Form of Government: Parliamentary Democracy  Official Language: Hebrew    
Other Languages: Arabic (special status under Israeli law) English (most common foreign language) 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Louise Johnston,     

Percent Children in Poverty: 2. 28% of the children in Israel live in poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 4. Around 48% of people suffer from mental illness.  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 6. Israel does not report their hate crimes. 
Children’s Health, Education: 8. There are not currently any problems significantly affecting children's health. Israel 
ranks among the most successful countries in the world in terms of the proportion of its GNP spent on healthcare 
and its rates of life expectancy and infant mortality. Though if tensions continue to rise against Palestine this could 
change. Children must attend school between the ages of 5-15 and then it becomes obligatory from ages 16-17. 
Parents also have the option of sending their child to state secular schools, state religious schools, or private 
religious schools. There are also schools for the Arab minority where the primary language spoken is Arabic. Overall, 
Israel is ranked the 5th most educated country globally. 
State of Mental Health Care: 10. Israel provides many options for mental healthcare. The National Health Insurance 
Law of 1994 allows all citizens of Israel to be entitled to psychiatric, psychologic, and social work care. There are 
nearly 800 mental health clinics in the country, each providing some type of psychological, psychiatric, and social 
work care. There are also 3 types of therapy provided, The Kupah (public), semi-private, and private. Many people in 
Israel support the movements to bring mental health awareness into mainstream society. Though people support it 
on a large scale they still see having a mental illness as shameful and embarrassing when getting themselves help. 
Many are slowly being educated on mental healthcare, and it is slow becoming more accepted. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: 12. In Israel the Arab population is considered to be the minority. The Arab 
minority is seen as both a fifth column and a demographic threat. Over half of the poor families in Israel are Arab 
families, and Arab municipalities constitute the poorest municipalities within Israel. There are currently no laws or 
protections in place to help the minority. There are groups that are fighting to get them the help that they deserve 
such as The Association for Civil Rights Israel (ACRI).  
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: James Auer, Emmanuel Burks   
Military Capability: 2. Israel has one of the strongest militaries and is ranked highly using the global firepower 
index with a score of 0.2757 where 0.0000 is a perfect score. There are approximately 170,000 members of the 
Israeli military. 
Major Allies/Treaties: 4. The United States, the United Kingdom, and Poland 
Major Disputes: 6. Israel/Palestine conflict, Israel/Syria, Israel/West Bank 
Greece’s Economic Situation: 8. The economic situation of Greece doesn’t affect Israel as the relation between the 
two countries is seen as an alliance, but it mainly has to do with imports and exports. Israel sees no impact on their 
trade with Greece due to their economic situation. Israel has no real desire to create a more robust global financial 
system as they are working on their own system at the moment, trying to reduce the government involvement, 
increase capital mobility, and promote competition within the markets. 
Nuclear Weapons: 10. It cannot be said whether or not Israel has nuclear weapons for sure. This is because the 
government has neither confirmed nor denied the existence of nuclear weapons in the country. Israel has not signed 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty, which makes many people think that the country does in fact have nuclear weapons 
and the want to grow the amount. Israel makes no real stance on nuclear weapons, however since they have not 
signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty, the government is seen to be in favor of countries owning the weapons. 
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: 12. Israel has stayed mostly neutral throughout the Russia/Ukraine conflict. The only 
thing that Israel has done to help either side is providing humanitarian support to Ukraine during the initial invasion. 
The country is looking to stay out of a conflict that will have no impact on them whatsoever as to focus on their 
own conflicts, mainly with Palestine. 



Jamacia  
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy 

 
 
Capital City: Kingston  Location: Mediterranean Ocean        Population: 2828000 
Country’s Leader: Andrew Holness 
Form of Government: Democracy, parliament, and constitutional monarchy 
Official Language: English    Other Languages: Jamaican Patois & Jamaican English 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Anna Camille deBlieux, Louisa deBlieux    

Percent Children in Poverty: In Jamaica, over 25% of children live under the poverty line.  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 3% of adult Jamaicans suffer from depression and 4% suffer 
from anxiety. Any disease that can be labeled as psychosis makes up over 80% of Jamaica’s mental health problems. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: There is no definitive number of hate crimes as Jamaica does not classify hate crimes in the 
way that other countries do. 
Children’s Health, Education: Jamaica deals with a crisis of AIDS/HIV, and in many cases, children have the disease 
due to mother to child transmission. While primary school in Jamaica is free, higher education is not. Private and 
public primary schools have extreme educational differences with some leaving public school unable to read and 
write. The Ministry of Education launched the Education System Transformation Program in 2009 with a goal to 
improve education through a decentralized accountability framework. The World Bank reported that 90% of public 
schools have been inspected and are prepared to implement further reforms. This program was so influential that 
other Caribbean countries have approached Jamaica’s Ministry of Education for assistance in applying a similar 
system. Jamaica would support any resolution that would improve the educational system further.  
State of Mental Health Care: The Jamaican mental healthcare system is extremely underfunded. According to the 
World Health Organization, there is only 1 psychiatrist per 100,000 people. This is extremely low, especially when 
compared to the United States where there are about 13 psychiatrists per 100,000 people. There is only one 
mental hospital in the entire country, meaning many Jamaicans go without treatment. There is an intense stigma 
against those with mental health issues in Jamaica. Jamaica would support any resolution that upgrades and 
improves public health facilities and improves education about mental health. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Jamaica has one major policy protecting just about every minority they house due to 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms amendment passed in 2011. This amendment covers race, religion, 
social class, and more. It makes sure everyone is seen as equal under the government’s eyes. While this sounds 
protective enough, Jamaica is known for its deep roots in misogyny. Jamaica’s poverty and gang problems all 
cultivate into violence against women, including child-rape. In 2004, 70% of attempted rape was against girls 
instead of women. Jamaica would support any resolution that would improve protection against minorities.  
 

 



Jordan 
Delegation: The Episcopal School of Acadiana 

 
 
Capital City: Amman  Location: Middle east        Population: 11150000 
Country’s Leader: Abdullah II of Jordan 
Form of Government: Constitutional monarchy 
Official Language: Arabic    Other Languages: none 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Cole Littlefield, Max Theriot     

Percent Children in Poverty: 15.7% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 25% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 5,000 
Children’s Health, Education: One major health problem children face is the lack of proper nutrition leading to 
micronutrient deficiencies which can have severe side effects that could last to later stages in the child's life. 
Additionally, inadequate access to healthcare extenuates this process by not allowing sick children suffering from 
illness to be treated, which only furthers the health problems faced by the children of Jordan. Water sanitation is 
another major problem in Jordan, which mainly affects the younger population in Jordan due to the already 
weakened immune systems from the previously mentioned ailments.  
State of Mental Health Care: Jordan's healthcare program is nationally funded, and the government pays for each 
citizen's healthcare. As a result, the healthcare facilities funded by the national government completely make up the 
quality of care you receive in these facilities. While Jordan spends a moderate amount of its annual budget on 
healthcare, mental health facilities do not receive adequate spending and only reviewed a small fraction of the 
already small 6.2% of the yearly budget for all parts of healthcare. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: While Jordan's government claims to take a firm stance on protecting minorities to 
such an extent that there are committees on eliminating racial discrimination, cultural changes are slow and 
sometimes nonexistent. In a world report on Jordan and the main issues the country faces socially, the topics of 
Freedom of Expression, Women's and Girls' Rights, and Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity were among some of 
the highest rates of issues Jordan is currently facing probing that the acts by the government to be making a less 
impactful difference then claimed by the government of Jordan. 
 

 



Lebanon  
Delegation: Haynes Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Beirut  Location: The Middle East        Population: 5489739 
Country’s Leader: Najib Mikati             Form of Government:  Parliamentary Republic  
Official Language: Arabic    Other Languages: English, French, Armenian 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Timothy Kim, Musa Cheema    

Percent Children in Poverty: Approximately 67.5% of children under the age of 4 live in poverty and of children 
between the ages of 5-17, 55% lived in poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 26% for anxiety, 13% for mood, 4% for impulse control, 
substance use for 2% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: There are no statistics of hate crimes in the past year, but in 2019, there was a court case 
about 7 men who filed a lawsuit for hate speech and racism, along with it the major political parties have mostly 
eastern more traditional values. 
Children’s Health, Education: The financial crisis is affecting children’s ability to access healthcare in Lebanon. It is 
difficult for children to access even the most basic forms of healthcare. Education is also an issue for Lebanese 
children as there is not enough funding for schools, and children may not be able to have the right transportation to 
access schools further away from their homes. 
State of Mental Health Care: Lebanon’s state of mental health is one of the worst in the world. If people are 
diagnosed with mental health disorders in Lebanon there is not much that can be done. In all of Lebanon there are 
only 42 outpatient mental health facilities which are only found in urban areas where most people cannot reach 
them, and 9/10 of these people that are diagnosed cannot find help. 
Policies to Protect Minorities:  There has been a recent flow of refugees from Syria to Lebanon, and there has been 
a shift in how those refugees were treated. At first refugees were welcomed, but due to financial crisis, it has been 
difficult to handle such a large number of refugees, resulting in evictions and arrests and making it difficult for 
refugees to gain legal residency.Lebanon also doesn’t really have a ‘majority,’ as it is full of multiple minority 
religious groups.  

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Kamar Hachem, Teagan Pethe   
Censorship: Internet censorship is partially active in Lebanon, with the scale of digital freedom being 51/100. The 
government does not enforce extreme censorship policies to the point where all posts are strictly monitored on 
social media. 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Heroin, Cannabis, Cocaine, Captagon, and Ecstasy are most prevalent in Lebanon. 
Infant Mortality Rate: The infant mortality rate is 8.2 out of 1,000 babies, meaning that .82% of babies die at 
birth. 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: No, the Lebanese constitution does not have policies to protect human rights in 
the digital sphere. However, there is a law called Law No.140(Telecommunication Interception Act of 27 October 
1999) that supports communication privacy among citizens, but it does not specifically protect human rights 
digitally. Although the Lebanese government is more lenient on internet rights than other Middle Eastern countries, 
citizens are still monitored on the internet by groups such as the Cybercrime and Intellectual Property Rights Bureau 
and the International Security Forces. The ISF has access to the private data of all Lebanese citizens, even from a 
great distance. Stuff that they have access to are not limited to: archives, medical records, and mobile phone 
records. In 2013, there was an order by the Public Prosecutor's office to obtain data of user’s online activities in 
internet cafes. To make it worse, journalists and activists were detained for their online activity.  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Using narcotics or psychotic drugs is considered a misdemeanor in Lebanon. Punishment 
varies between three months to three years in prison. Drug users are arrested regardless of whether they are a 
minor or not. However, minors are not placed in the same facilities as adults. Drug users are allowed to seek 
treatment to alleviate their addiction, and treatment begins after the Addiction Committee approves it. Drug 
trafficking has not benefited Lebanon as a whole; rather, it harms the country’s overall economy. However, 
Hezbollah, a Shiite political party, does benefit from drug trafficking as they earn large sums of money from it.  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Women, especially Syrian refugees, are disadvantaged at getting the 
proper sexual healthcare that they need as there are disturbances to it. Firstly, there is a lack of coordination with 
this issue. Some services are provided, such as the Minimum initial service package (MISP). The problem is that these 
services are very limited and facilitate communication poorly. To make it worse, a lot of women do not seek help 
because of fear or lack of self-awareness. Some of them are worried of “ruining” their family reputation. Also, a lot 
of these girls are vulnerable to harassment and have harsh gender roles emplaced on them, such as being at the 
“bottom” of the family. With low-quality facilities and women speaking up less, it can be reasonably concluded that 
women in Lebanon do not have access to high quality sexual and reproductive health. 



Liberia 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 

 
 
Capital City: Monrovia  Location: West Africa        Population: 5300000 
Country’s Leader: George Weah 
Form of Government: Multiparty republic & unitary presidential system 
Official Language: English    Other Languages: Kpelle, Bassa, Grebo, Dan, Kru, Mano, Loma, and Mandingo 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Ahebwa Muhumuza     

Percent Children in Poverty: There are about 1.1 million children living in poverty in Liberia. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Approximately 20% of the country’s population has a 
mental health disorder which is partly a result of the trauma millions of Liberians experienced during its civil wars in 
the 1990s and early 2000s. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Approximately 840,000 hate crimes occurred in Liberia. 
Children’s Health, Education: A major problem that threatens the health of thousand of Liberian children is 
adequate access to birth services as 11,000 Liberian children die five years or less after birth. The lack of doctors 
and proper nutrition are partly responsible for these deaths. Liberia’s education system also suffers from lack of 
teachers with proper training and textbooks for students. Despite these struggles, more children in Liberia are 
enrolled in Early Childhood Education than most countries in West Africa. 
State of Mental Health Care: Liberia is partnering with outside organizations, such as the Carter Center and the 
WHO, to train nurses and other medical professionals on treating mental health illnesses. These programs have 
helped improve care of people with mental illness, though the stigma of having a mental illness remains.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Liberia lack policy that protect views of political minorities as evident in attacks 
members of the press and of opposition party. However, Liberian constitution guarantees the freedom of speech to 
all citizens, which generally is respected concerning minorities and mostly shields them from the views of the 
majority. 
 



Luxembourg 
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy 

 
 
Capital City: Luxembourg-City  Location: Europe        Population: 657364 
Country’s Leader: Xavier Bettel 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Democracy 
Official Language: Luxembourgish, French, German    Other Languages: Portuguese 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Ava Doucet, Caroline Thomas    

Percent Children in Poverty: 15.3 % 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 14.91% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Luxemburg does not report the number of hate crimes per year. 
Children’s Health, Education: There are currently no significant problems  affecting children’s health in 
Luxembourg. Children, from the age of three have access to proper education for free, as set out in Article 2 of the 
amended law of 6 February 2009 on compulsory education. Luxembourg will support resolutions that have to do 
with affordable adequate education for its citizens. 
State of Mental Health Care: Luxembourg has a positive stance on mental healthcare. We invest  a lot of money in 
mental healthcare, and it appears to have a positive effect on our citizens. Residents of Luxembourg report less 
psychological distress than the EU average. Around 13.4% of public health expenditure goes towards mental 
healthcare. Luxembourg will support resolutions that have to do with generous mental health care. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Luxembourg has a human rights report that shows to protect minorities and women. 
It does make a difference because we have  no laws that limit the participation of women and minorities in the 
political process, and these parties do  participate. We  also have  a law that requires that 40 percent of the party 
candidate lists submitted for national elections be from the under-represented gender. Luxembourg will support 
resolutions that have to do with protecting and giving rights to minorities, and under represented parties. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Brinkley Bennett,    
Censorship: In Luxembourg, the people have the freedom of the press and media. We are a nation of complete 
transparency, and we believe that the right to freedom of publication will foster a land of peace and tranquility. We 
value the importance of free speech becaus 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: The most prevalent drugs in Luxembourg are Cannabis, Amphetamines, Cocaine, and 
Heroin. In 2001, Luxembourg initiated its plan of drug decriminalization by legalizing Cannabis usage and 
possession. We believe this is the first step to creating more fundam 
Infant Mortality Rate: The infant mortality rate in Luxembourg is 3.25 per every 1,000 live births. Steps taken 
globally to reduce the number of infant deaths include immediate and exclusive breastfeeding and skilled attendants 
easily accessible for antenatal, delivery, and pos 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Luxembourg citizens have the right to freedom of the press and media; 
therefore, we have no laws regarding censorship in the digital sphere. We have no reports of the exploitation of 
human rights in the digital sphere. We believe that the government does not have the right to legally control or 
suppress media based on what can be accessed or viewed by others. In conformity with the previous statements, 
Luxembourg will support resolutions that will lessen censorship and allow freedom to publicize online content. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: The amended law of 19 February 1973 on the sale of medicinal substances and the fight 
against drug addiction, prohibits both the sale and consumption in Luxembourg of drugs such as cannabis, synthetic 
narcotics, magic mushrooms/fungi, cocaine, crack, and heroin. With efficient and sustaining efforts, we’ve lowered 
our drug trafficking. Therefore, Luxembourg will support resolutions that show long-term directives that will lower 
global drug trafficking.  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Luxembourg has no barriers restricting sexual and reproductive health 
education. Sexual education begins in primary schools from the age of six as part of the citizenship courses. 
Continued into secondary schools in biology classes and sometimes religion. Sex education is mandatory in schools 
for children from the age of 13. The curriculum includes learning about body anatomy, puberty, love, partnerships, 
family, pregnancy/birth, sex, STIs/STDs, contraception, LGBT+ and sexuality, sexual abuse, gender-based violence, 
HIV/AIDS, and sexual rights. Luxembourg will support resolutions that will work to educate the youth about sexual 
and reproductive rights because we believe that teaching an educational curriculum in schools will benefit the 
children into their older lives.   
 

 



Madagascar 
Delegation: Catholic High 

 
 
Capital City: Antananarivo  Location: Africa        Population: 29611714 
Country’s Leader: Andry Nirina Rajoelina 
Form of Government: Madagascar has a 3-part government including a Republic, unitary state, and Semi-
presidential system. 
Official Language: Malagasy and French    Other Languages: Comorian 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Alex Traylor, Ian Trahan    

Percent Children in Poverty: Over 75% of the population in Madagascar live at or under the poverty line at a 
measly $1.90 a day wages. Madagascar even has the 4th highest rate of malnutrition in the world today. To make 
matters worse, in 2021 Madagascar experienced one of the worst f 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: From the Collections of SIT, the article states 47% of 
Malagasy’s people have been diagnosed with a mental health disorder. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Over 27,611 people were detained and in 2023 that number has jumped to 28,600. 177 
deaths were reported between January and September. Hundreds of people have claimed Thousands of people were 
killed but only about 400 or so have been officially proven. 
Children’s Health, Education: There seem to be only a few minor problems affecting children’s mental health like 
environment and home life. More than 1.3 million children in Madagascar are not enrolled in school. That statistic 
accounts for over 60% of kids in Madagascar as a whole. In low-income countries around the world only 1 in 5 
children are enrolled in pre-elementary school. Yet studies show in these countries the children that attend school 
are twice as likely to be able to read and do math unlike the kids who don’t get the chance to go. The enrollment 
rate since 2004 from 7.5% to 30% in 2018. 
State of Mental Health Care: It is stated that for every 100,000 Malagasy people there is 0.05 psychiatrists. Many 
symptoms go untreated and the only mental health disorders that are treated must be deemed “severe mental 
disorders”. Many of these mental health disorders are Epilepsy, bipolar disorder, Schizophrenia, anxiety disorders 
and insomnia yet most go untreated. While the health care in Madagascar is free, the expenses to pay for the drugs 
the treat the disorders is too great for the country to bear. Mental illness is so overlooked because the money 
Madagascar does make goes to curing other diseases like malaria. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Madagascar does not have any specific provisions, but they have Ministry of public 
security that oversees all the activities that occur in the country. It also has a gendarmerie that is under the 
ministry that maintains peace at the rural level instead of country and city wide. Though the civilian overseers do 
not enforce law very well, they still reported many cases of murder and hate crimes. 
 

 



Malaysia 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Acadiana 

 
 
Capital City: Kuala Lumpur   Location: Southeast Asia        Population: 33570000 
Country’s Leader: Anwar Ibrahim 
Form of Government: Parliamentary system, constitutional monarchy, parliamentary monarchy 
Official Language: Malay    Other Languages: English, Mandarin, Tamil 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Maria-Sofia Sotiropoulou, Siyeon Joo    

Percent Children in Poverty: 8.4 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 29 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Not a significant amount  
Children’s Health, Education: Malaysia has a multilingual national school system which is free but there are also 
private schools. Because of a lot of poverty, however, a percentage of children are subject to malnutrition and 
unhealthy living conditions.  
State of Mental Health Care: Mental Health Care Act of 2001 that came into effect in 2010 to provide mental 
healthcare services. 
Policies to Protect Minorities:  Malaysia is an ethnically diverse country. According to Article 153, ethnic Malays 
and natives are to receive special privileges in order to be able to receive an education and become employed.  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Maria-Sofia Sotiropoulou, Siyeon Joo   
Censorship: Censorship, especially film censorship is very prevalent. 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Opioids 
Infant Mortality Rate: 0.5 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Article 5 of the Constitution- liberty of the person 
 Article 6 of the Constitution - prohibition of slavery and forced labour 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Anyone found possessing over 50 grams of methamphetamine faces a mandatory death 
sentence. Malaysia’s pharmaceutical industry contributes over MYR6 billion towards its GDP. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Malaysia has a high coverage of essential services regarding sexual and 
reproductive health. 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Maria-Sofia Sotiropoulou, Siyeon Joo   
Military Capability: Malaysia holds a PwrIndx score of 0.6189 
Major Allies/Treaties: United Kingdom, United States, Pakistan 
Major Disputes: North Borneo territorial dispute, more territorial disputes with Singapore and Indonesia  
Greece’s Economic Situation: Greece’s economic crisis has had little impact on the economy of Malaysia. Some 
goals are the stabilization of the ringgit, maintenance of financial market stability, restoration of market confidence; 
continuation of the socioeconomic agenda. 
Nuclear Weapons: Malaysia ratified the Treaty on the Prohibition of nuclear weapons.  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Malaysia is determined to stay neutral  towards the Russia-Ukraine conflict.  



Mauritania 
Delegation: Lafayette High School 

 
 
Capital City: Nouakchott  Location: NW Africa        Population: 4966978 
Country’s Leader: Mohamed Ould Ghazouani  Form of Government:  military junta 
Official Language: Arabic    Other Languages: Arab-Berber, French 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Ava DeVillier,     

Percent Children in Poverty: 27% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 33% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 600 
Children’s Health, Education: In Nouakchott there are twelve regional hospitals and their physician rate is 13,350 
to one. 136,254 children suffer from malnutrition due to drought. They have limited access to education due to 
poor living condition. According to UNICEF, there is currently 14% access to learning materials and a 35% funding 
for it on their behalf.  
State of Mental Health Care: 33% of the people in Mauritania have a mental health disorder due to the intense 
poverty and poor living conditions that they have. UNHCR as of January of 2022 has provided specialized mental 
health services include individual counseling, group therapy, therapeutic art activities, recreational and cultural 
activities. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: The National Council on Children provided guidance and helped create the General 
Code of Child Protection for Mauritanian children. This protected these children from abuse, neglect, violence, 
exposition, and discrimination.  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Ava DeVillier   
Censorship: high/intense 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis 
Infant Mortality Rate: 48.210% per 1,000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: The amount of Human Rights in Mauritania according to international 
observers, are very poor. Amnesty international has even accused the Mauritanian legal system of disregarding legal 
procedure. there are restrictions on free expression and the media and a lack of investigation on gender based 
violence.  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: If you live in Mauritania and are caught with the possession of illegal drugs you could 
receive a prison sentence. There is drug trafficking at the Mali-Mauritania border. women and children are coerced 
to transport these drugs.  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: At M'Berra refugee camp, there's a lack of contraception for refugees 
from Mali, STDs, early pregnancy. UNICEF intends to provide more sexual education for the young Mali refugees. 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Ava DeVillier    
Military Capability: 15,00 strong and is rated 132 out of 145 on the GFP Scale for 2023 so far 
Major Allies/Treaties: Algeria, Egypt, Isreal 
Major Disputes: Morocco(Western Sahara territory dispute in 1980's), Mali(Border dispute in 1963), Senegal(many 
Senegalese people were massacred in Mauritania in 1989 due to multiple disputes) 
Greece’s Economic Situation: Between 2019 and 2020 there was an export increase of 411.1 M from Greece to 
Mauritania. Exports from Greece to Mauritania include rolled tobacco, cement, resin, plastic lids, machinery, milk, 
iron stove tops, and much more. Mauritania intends to reduce carbon emissions in order to improve their 
agriculture-based economy. 
Nuclear Weapons: Mauritania has not signed the Treaty on the Prohibition or Nuclear Weapons. They co-sponsored 
the UN general assembly resolution that initiated the mandate for states to start prohibiting and ultimately 
eradicating the use of nuclear weapons, goes to show how much they care about nuclear disarmament.  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict:  
 Mauritania recognizes that disputes should only be resolved through diplomatic means. This was confirmed by 
Mauritania Foreign Minister, Ismail W. Cheikh Ahmed. They have been involved in the sense that they believe that 
negotiating is the only way out of this conflict. 
  



Mexico 
Delegation: St. Joseph's Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Mexico City  Location: Americas, Central America         Population: 119581000 
Country’s Leader: Jorge Montano   
Form of Government: Federal Presidential Constitutional Republic  
Official Language: Spanish    Other Languages:  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Kali Baker, Sara Pasquier    

Percent Children in Poverty: 52.6 % 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 26.1% experienced at least one psychiatric disorder in their 
life  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: In 2022, there were 61 reported cases of hate crimes against LGBT people. Two out of ten 
persons in Mexico have been discriminated against, regarded color of skin, weight, sex, age, and other things. 
Children’s Health, Education: Mexican children that come from poorer families only have access to basic 
healthcare, which is often inadequate. AIDs is also becoming a more prevalent issue, even in their children. Roughly 
0.2% of children are affected and about 250 children are born with AIDs each year, commonly occurring in 
impoverished villages. Half of the Mexican population (52.6%) live below the poverty line. Roughly a quarter of 
Mexican children are estimated to live in poverty, placing them at a disadvantage when trying to access education, 
healthcare, and housing. Violence at school discourages children’s education, but there is also the issue of 
employers of children and traffickers exploiting children with violence. Over 20% of girls are married before the age 
of 18, having serious consequences on their mental health. Violence at school discourages children’s education, but 
there is also the issue of employers of children and traffickers exploiting children with violence. Education is 
required until the age of 14, however, 15% of children begin working at the age of 12. Despite efforts to improve 
education, Mexico is ranked worst out of all of the Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development The 
prevalence of child poverty is the root behind child labor issues. More than 3.5 million Mexican children work 
carrying wood, cement, or being a servant, endangering their health. Under the Mexican law, children less than 16 
are not allowed to work for more than 6 hours per day, but 97% of children work for far more hours. We will accept 
any resolutions helping lessen child labor, improve basic healthcare, and improve education.  
State of Mental Health Care: Mexico currently has no set policy to address mental health issues.   In Mexico, 87.4% 
of people with a mild mental disorder, 77.9% of those with moderate disorders and 76.2% of those with severe 
mental disorders, such as schizophrenia or bipolar disorder, do not receive treatment. The rate of psychiatrists is 
3.71 and 2.23 psychiatric nurses per 100,000 inhabitants. We will support resolutions that will support the 
increase of healthcare workers and create more beneficial patient care.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: The majority of the citizens of Mexico are of mixed ancestry, and Mexico currently 
has an estimated total of 68 different indigenous communities.  Many minority groups are discriminated against, 
live in poverty, or denied information/service. Programs and plans have been put in place to help these things. The 
constitution prohibits any kind of discrimination. The definition of discrimination in the Federal law to Prevent and 
Eliminate Discrimination has been broadened and the work of the Mexican Discrimination Prevention Agency has 
strengthened in 2018. Mexico has the Federal Law to Prevent and Eliminate Discrimination and the National 
Program for Equality and the National Program for Equality and Non- Discrimination.   
 

 



Nicaragua 
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy 

 
 
Capital City: Managua  Location: Central America        Population: 6851000 
Country’s Leader: President Daniel Ortega 
Form of Government: Republic 
Official Language: Spanish     Other Languages: Miskitu, Sumo, Rama, English Creole 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Mariana Cuadra, Sophia Edwards    

Percent Children in Poverty: 50% of Nicaraguan children live in poverty, with 19% of them in extreme poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: There are no recent studies done diagnosing the population 
of Nicaragua with mental health disorders. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Nicaragua had no reported hate crimes against minorities in 2022. 
Children’s Health, Education: The crisis on child poverty has been a major factor in the decline of children’s health 
in Nicaragua, and the infant mortality rate remains very high. Most children do have access to education but around 
500,000 or 7% of Nicaraguan children do not attend school at all. This is mainly because most children live in 
poverty and cannot afford the cost of education and need to help support their families. Children who do receive 
education usually only receive 4.6 years of schooling and those in extreme poverty receive around 2.1 years. Only 
29% of children complete primary school. Nicaragua will support resolutions that will help underdeveloped countries 
provide the basic necessities (food, shelter, water, etc) to the families suffering in poverty, so the children will not 
have to give up schooling to support their family’s needs.   
State of Mental Health Care: Upwards of 60% of Nicaragua’s population has access to mental healthcare. 1.2% of 
Nicaragua’s health expenditures are for mental health care which is around 75.97 NIO per person ($2.06). Insurance 
to cover mental healthcare is offered to the population, and there are approximately 608 mental health 
professionals. While adults have access to mental healthcare, there are only 2 reported child psychiatrists. In the 
past 6 years, more steps have been taken to improve mental health care in the country. Nicaragua will support 
resolutions that will provide more accessibility of mental healthcare to children and adolescents.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Nicaragua does not have issues with discrimination or hate crimes against 
minorities and thus do not have any policies in place. Nicaragua will support resolutions that aim to help countries 
that have issues with violence against minorities.  
 

 



Nigeria 
Delegation: Haynes Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Abuja  Location: West Africa        Population: 219403890 
Country’s Leader: Muhammadu Buhari 
Form of Government: Federal Republic 
Official Language: English    Other Languages: Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, Fulfulde, Ibibio, Kanuri, Tiv 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Benjamine So, Bella Toups    

Percent Children in Poverty: 67.5 million out of 99.6 million children live in multidimensional poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Approximately 60 million Nigerians suffer with mental 
health issues 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: N/A 
Children’s Health, Education: Nearly 3 out of 4 children aged 0-4 years face deprivation in the health dimension. 
Deprivation in the dimension of education affected 45.4 percent of children aged 5-11 years and 61.7 percent aged 
12-17. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: Mental health is not a main focus of the country, with only 10% of the 60 million 
people suffering from mental health problems having access to proper care. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: As a diverse, multi-ethnic country, the Nigerian Constitution guarantees the right to 
equality and non-discrimination for all groups; regardless of race, sex, or religion. 
  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Riley Gulino , Shelby Irwin    
Censorship: Detecting misinformation is up to social media platforms. A National Film Video Censors Board is used 
to rate and regulate content based on a maturity scale, banning some.  
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis, cocaine, amphetamine, heroin, codeine, diazepam, cough syrup, tramadol 
Infant Mortality Rate: There are about 54.740 deaths per 1000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Yes. The “Paradigm Initiative” is an organization that sweeps across the 
entirety of Africa and focuses mostly on youth’s digital opportunities (for example, jobs) while protecting the digital 
rights for all. Nigeria is very big on democracy and human rights since we recently formed a democracy of our own 
and are dedicated to holding onto it by continuously gauging our reach and evolving our tactics every few years. The 
organization uses the SWOT tactic to gauge itself which stands for Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities and 
Threats. The current plan will last from 2019 to 2023 and the next plan will go into effect in 2024. 
  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Though Nigeria is the most influential country in Africa, low income and poverty is still 
major issue that leads many Nigerians to turn to drug trafficking and smuggling. With many legal and social policies 
in place to stop it, they have not been effective until recently with the NDCMP plan made in 2021. This plan has 
four pillars: Supply reduction, Drug Demand Reduction, Access to Controlled Medicines for Medical and Scientific 
Purposes; and Governance and Coordination. The plan will stand until 2025 with the goals of improving health and 
security for all Nigerians. 
  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: According to a study done in Plateau State, Nigeria, barriers to the 
usage of modern reproductive health methods in adolescents were the concern of safety to health (25.9%), husband 
opposition (24.2%), desire for more children (17.2%), religious prohibition (13.8%), lack of money (10.3%), and fear 
of side effects (8.6%), meaning that the biggest issues have been linked with the poor access to and utilization of 
health facilities. Nearly 76% of sexually active Nigerians have not visited sexual healthcare facilities and 56% are 
unwilling to. 
  
 

 



Pakistan 
Delegation: Woodlawn High School 

 
 
Capital City: Islamabad  Location: South Asia        Population: 231400000 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
Form of Government: Federal Parliamentary Democracy 
Official Language: Urdu and English    Other Languages: Punjabi, Pashto, Sindhi, Saraki, and Balochi 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Noor Akram , Trey Holiday    

Percent Children in Poverty: Around 80% (79.12) of children do not live in urban areas or have access to the main 
necessities in their life.  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Around 27 million Pakistani’s (more than 10%) suffer from a 
mental health disorder, not including the many that are undiagnosed due to mental health stigma/ lack of access. 
More than 90% of those disorders go untreated as well.  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: An exact percentage of hate crimes couldn't be accurately collected (unidentified and 
unreported cases), but most major events included extremist groups targeting areas to make statements.. 
Children’s Health, Education: Some problems significantly affecting children’s health in Pakistan include 
malnutrition, forms of violence (such as physical, sexual, and mental), child trafficking/marriage, education, and child 
labor. With over 80 million children, only 20.88% of the kids live in urban areas and have access to primary needs 
like clean water, food, education, and health services. Malnutrition has a major role in the death of around 177,000 
kids per year, with 30% of children being underweight, more than 50% suffering from stunted growth, and 9% with 
emaciation. In addition, 32% of marriages in Pakistan are child marriages, culturally significant with marrying off 
kids for monetary issues/debts and leading to more domestic violence cases. Around 23 million kids are unable to 
attend school, with Pakistan’s education field allocating only 1.8% of the national budget including the lack of 
economic and qualified resources in many areas. Furthermore, 70% of kids are not officially reported at birth to the 
public authorities. 11 million children in child labor of agriculture/domestic tasks are ultimately robbed of their 
childhoods. Although these problems are not as heavy in the urban areas, they remain big in rural locations and 
villages.  
  
State of Mental Health Care:   In Pakistan, mental health is a big problem in culture and establishment. With around 
only 450 psychiatrists in the 200 million+ populated country, 90% of the people with mental disorders go without 
treatment. The stigma around therapy is not something new in South Asia, moving through generations. 
Furthermore, the urban areas are the central locations of these psychiatric units, leaving out the rural villages with 
a lack of access. For a change, psychiatry is now a mandatory field for undergraduate medical education in the 
country, and trainees are increasing with attraction, but it may take a while to reach the remote locations. These 
villages, as less impacted by “modern” ideas of mental health awareness, can be argued as the areas needing the 
most help. The rural locations also struggle with a lack of resources, child protection, and nutrition.   
Policies to Protect Minorities: In order to protect its minorities, Pakistan has always had written statements within 
the national constitution (“Every community would be allowed to provide religious instructions to the pupils of its 
own community and personal law of every community was guaranteed” -a provision), with specific protections for 
minorities. In the country, the majority of hate crimes are done by extremist groups towards religious minorities or 
members of certain groups (ie. LGBTQ+) for specific ‘reasonings’ such as blasphemy or in order to make public/ 
political ‘statements’ regarding their group’s opposition to a policy, etc. Pakistan itself was made to preserve the 
minority religion of Islam in the 1900s from India –a majority Hindu state at the time–, which built the base of its 
current laws. Using the national religion of Islam which states in the Quran –the Holy Book– “There is no compulsion 
in religion.” (2:256), the standard is set, but the people are often not. The main problem can be seen when 
government officials with personal prejudice/background of corruption often cover up or support these acts, 
disregarding everything the country stands for. Unidentified perpetrators go unpunished and unnoticed due to this 
issue with bribes, pressure, and connections.  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Tyriq Cooper, Paul Pittman   
Censorship: The Pakistani Constitution allows the government to restrict content that the government deems to be 
a threat to national security or religious content considered blasphemous. 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis and Heroin 
Infant Mortality Rate: 63.3 per 1,000 live births  
Human Rights Protections, Digital: The constitution provides the freedom of speech and press, but it is subject to 
“any reasonable restriction imposed by law in the interest of the glory of Islam” or the “integrity, security, or 



defense of Pakistan, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, decency or morality.” Technically, under the 
law citizens can criticize the government publicly or privately, but court decisions interpreted the constitution as 
prohibiting criticism of the military and judiciary. The Pakistan Telecommunications Authority (PTA), the 
governmental body responsible for the establishment, operation, and maintenance of telecommunications, has 
complete control of all content broadcast over telecommunication channels. The PTA uses a nationwide, content-
monitoring and filtering system to restrict or block “unlawful” content. The restrictive 2016 Prevention of Electronic 
Crimes Act gives the government sweeping powers to censor content on the internet. 
  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Pakistan has always pursued a zero-tolerance policy for all types and forms of drugs. 
Under the CNSA 1997, possession of 100g and more of heroin, cocaine, or any other opium and coca derivative 
carries a life term or death sentence. Pakistan is very harsh in cracking down on the drug trade happening within the 
country. Pakistan does not benefit from the drug trafficking industry but instead is harmed by it. The country loses 
$120 million in lost productivity in the workforce, $11 billion in healthcare costs, and $61 million in criminal justice 
costs fighting against the $2 billion dollar illegal drug trade happening in the country. 
  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: The lack of formal education, lack of health and social support services, 
widespread poverty, and lack of access to reproductive healthcare are barriers that exist in Pakistan that make it 
harder to ensure quality sexual and reproductive health. The lack of formal education and services that are available 
for adolescents and their families prevents many people from getting access to important information regarding 
their sexual and reproductive health, as well as their overall health. According to a study conducted by the Marie 
Stopes Society in selected districts of Pakistan, the onset of menstruation was associated with anxiety in 47% of 
girls as only 13% of them reported receiving information about puberty before the onset of menstruation. The lack 
of access to hospitals for rural populations is a huge problem because most of the healthcare facilities are located 
in major cities. Within these facilities, there are only around 120,000 nurses for a population of 229 million. What 
exacerbates the problem is that most healthcare providers lack important knowledge regarding sexual and 
reproductive health because it is not a part of the current health curriculum. These problems combine to make 
Pakistan have the third highest burden of maternal, fetal, and child mortality. 
  
 
  



Philippines 
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Manila  Location: Asia         Population: 113000000 
Country’s Leader: President Bongbong Marcos  
Form of Government: Republic 
Official Language: Filipino and English     Other Languages:  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Claire Ann Chustz, Victoria Deykeyzer     

Percent Children in Poverty: The percent of children in the Philippines who live in poverty is 36% (13.4 million as of 
2009).  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: More 3.6 million Filipinos suffer from at least one kind of 
mental, neurological, or substance use disorder. Or roughly 0.03% of the population. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: The Philippines’ crime rate is at an all-time low of 4.41, with our hate crimes being few and far 
between. However, Filipino people experience countless hate in other countries with Filipino being the 3rd 
nationality to experience most hate crimes in the  
Children’s Health, Education: The Philippines believes children's health and education are crucial for the wellbeing 
of their country. The children of the Philippines are seen as a part of the most vulnerable population groups in 
society and the Philippines wish to promote the physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and social well-being of their 
children as stated in their Constitution. Children in the Philippines struggle with many things from having no access 
to safe water to facing deprivation; 10 million kids have 2 overlapping types of deprivation, 260,000 had no decent 
shelter as of 2009, 4 million had no access to safe water, and 80% of Filipino children have experienced some form 
of violence in school, at home, in the community, or online. As for education, access to a proper education is 
difficult in the Philippines. Elementary school is accessible since there is one in almost every village, but secondary 
school is more expensive and are usually located in the town proper or city making it less accessible. In 2011, 5.5 
million children had to work to help family income which affected their education, which then affected their ability to 
get better jobs in the future. To help with some of these circumstances, the Philippine government has a Child 
Protection Program that’s vision is: All children in the Philippines and Filipino children elsewhere are protected from 
all forms of violence, abuse, exploitation and discrimination and the government has partnered with UNICEF and civil 
partners to help with child welfare and protection laws. Therefore, we will support resolutions that aim to help 
children's health, access to education, access to basic human needs, and protection against violence. 
State of Mental Health Care: The Philippines has recently passed its first Mental Health Act (Republic Act no. 
11036). Which seeks to establish access to comprehensive and integrated mental health services, while protecting 
the rights of people with mental disorders and their family members (Lally et al, 2019). However only 3–5% of the 
total health budget is spent on mental health, and 70% of this is spent on hospital care (WHO & Department of 
Health, 2006). We will support resolutions that help people with mental health as the Philippines believe mental 
health aid is a fundamental right. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: For purposes of Decree No 1414, the term National Minorities shall apply to the 
non-Muslim hill tribes referred to under Presidential Decree No. 719 and other non-Muslim national minorities 
whether referred to as National Cultural Minorities or Cultural Communities under other laws. The Philippines have 
in their Constitution an article on social justice and human rights. Article XIII states in section 1 that state congress 
shall give high priority to all people, which can be assumed to include minorities. In section 15 of article XIII, it is 
stated that the state respects the role of independent people's organizations and section 17 creates an 
independent office called the commission on human rights. The commission on human rights' vision is a just and 
humane Philippine society of persons equal in opportunity, living a life of dignity, and forever vigilant against abuses 
and oppressions. There are approximately 11.3 million indigenous people in the Philippines, amounting to 11- 12 
per cent of the population. However, some civil society estimates suggest they may number range between 10 and 
20 per cent of the population. We will support resolutions that help aid countries in protecting its minorities.  
 



Portugal 
Delegation:  Haynes Academy 

 
 
Capital City:  Lisbon  Location: Western Europe, on the west end of the Iberian Peninsula, bordering only Spain, 
touching the Atlantic Ocean        Population: 10250000 
Country’s Leader:  President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa 
Form of Government: democratic republic 
Official Language: Portuguese    Other Languages:  English, Spanish, French, and Mirandese 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: David Russo , William Triplett    
Percent Children in Poverty: Around 9% live in impoverished conditions. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Portugal has 22.9% of its population with psychiatric 
illnesses, the second highest in all of Europe, and around 57% of people present some psychological distress. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: In 2021, only 150 hate crimes were reported to have occurred from the Ministry of Justice to 
ODIHR, with the Ministry of Justice getting their information from courts or police officers. This number may not be 
completely accurate due to the lack of focus  
Children’s Health, Education: Public healthcare is free for everyone, so there are not many problems with 
healthcare. Granted, paying for private healthcare could provide better service, and people are allowed to pay for 
their own private healthcare, but nobody will be turned away at public hospitals, and will not be charged. When 
someone registers at a local doctor or Centro de saúde, they are assigned a family doctor, and the family doctor 
looks out for the whole family and is the one who refers patients to specialists and other services. Education is 
relatively good in Portugal. Laws have been changing lately to allow teachers to have more teaching freedom to do 
what they think is best for students to learn. Also, similar to healthcare, public education is free for all kids and is 
available from ages four and up, but students will get more benefits at private schools. One of the larger problems 
with Portuguese schools is that immigrant children can feel segregated in school, because of the way that classes 
are structured. It makes it harder for immigrant children to adapt to the change and makes it harder for them to 
learn. Another problem in Portugal is a weaker sex Ed program, which may be a cause for the AIDS/HIV percentage 
being the highest in Europe. There is also a pretty high dropout rate in Portuguese schools, which means that more 
of the population does not have adequate education in the future. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: Portugal has the second highest percentage of people with mental health disorders in 
Europe, so they have had to implement a plan to try and address the problem. In a report from the 2007-2016 
Mental Health Plan, it said that some of the main principles that needed to be focused on were accessibility, 
sectorization, or making sure there are enough locations to provide people with service without leaving their place 
of residence, comprehensiveness, meaning the number of services available to help, participation, and integration of 
mental health in primary healthcare. This is because in the past, overall, Portugal had been high in the percentage of 
people with mental illness, burnout, and depression, ranking in the top five countries with people with those 
problems. To help people, Portugal has achieved one of its goals of integrating mental health into primary 
healthcare, and now many services can be received in its public healthcare system, the SNS or Serviço Nacional de 
Saúde, for free. Not only did this happen to make sure that mental healthcare was available for all, but its goal is to 
also decentralize mental healthcare as an individual thing, and make it more of a general access treatment. Portugal 
offers local services that is the base of mental healthcare, regional services, which support the local services in the 
five Regional Health Administrators of Portugal, and psychiatric hospitals, which are meant to deal with people with 
severe mental illnesses, and they can be admitted to the hospital to make sure they get appropriate care. To access 
mental healthcare, each person registered in the healthcare system can use their user number to receive services by 
scheduling an appointment, or people can set up an appointment with a private psychologist, but it would cost extra 
money since it is not public healthcare. In 2020, there were about 2.5 psychologists per 100,000 residents, and 
although they can not prescribe medication, they are a good way for people to talk to others and get out what 
they’ve been thinking, and each consultation costs anywhere from around €45-60. In addition to regular mental 
health services, there are also lifelines set up for people to call if they are in a crisis and need someone to talk to. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Portugal has generally been regarded as a homogenous country, but it contains 
populations of minorities that are marginalized, as well as discriminated against, a problem that the government of 
Portugal is seeking to address rapidly. Some of the largest minority groups in Portugal are Roma, Madeirans, and 
Azoreans, but there are many other groups, such as immigrants from Portugal’s old colonies in Africa and Brazil, 
who are still struggling to make their life in Portugal due to discrimination. In recent times, xenophobia and 
discrimination has been on the rise in Portugal, prompting the government to enact legislation to begin to cut down 
on the discrimination and make life for the minorities safer and better. This started with Law no. 93/2017, enacted 
in 2017, which defined the legislation and rules surrounding discrimination and its prevention, as well as 
refurbishing the Commission for Equality and Against Racial Discrimination (CICDR). Also, in the 22nd Constitutional 



Government, a National Plan to Combat Racism and Discrimination from 2021-2025 was created, the first time 
discrimination and racism were brought up as important topics to address in a Constitutional Government. This plan 
outlines four major ways in which to address discrimination, those being: deconstruction of stereotypes; 
coordination among governments and territories; the integration of previous methods to fight inequality; and 
intersectionality, or the overlap between social categorizations. It outlines many different means with which to 
accomplish these goals, being: through government, through education, through employment and labor, through 
housing, through welfare, through establishing and protecting rights, through representation, through sports, and 
through digital communication. It is impossible to know what the complete effects of these plans will be, as they are 
just being created and enacted, but the trend is definitely positive. In 2019, members of the European Union 
Advisory Committee visited Portugal, and stated that, although they appreciate the intent and see that the new 
legislation is having some effect, the government needs to put more effort and resources into fighting 
discrimination. Specifically, they recommended that specific data should be recorded, specific budgets should be set, 
and that the legislation should stop creating new projects and boards and focus on integrating the pre-existing 
ones and making them stronger at actually achieving their goal. 
  
  
 



Republic of Congo 
Delegation: St. Joseph's Academy 

 
 
Capital City: Brazzaville  Location: Central Africa        Population: 5546307 
Country’s Leader: President Denis Sassou Nguesso 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Official Language: French    Other Languages: Bantu languages, Lingala, Monokutuba and Kituba 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Hannah Deshotel     

Percent Children in Poverty: The percent of children in the Republic of Congo that live in poverty is 61%. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: The percent of the Republic of Congo’s population that is 
diagnosed with a mental health disorder has not been calculated yet, so it is currently unknown. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: The Republic of Congo is unaware of any hate crimes that have occurred in the last year. 
Children’s Health, Education: There are many problems affecting children’s health in the Republic of Congo. While 
we are prone to cholera, Ebola outbreaks, and measles, these are only some of the  problems affecting the 
children’s health. Additionally, a lack of access to safe drinking water and sanitation services, a persistence of social 
and financial barriers which limit access to quality health care, a deficient of qualified human resources and 
essential commodities, and poor management of childhood illness and nutrition pose grave effects on the children’s 
health in the Republic of Congo. Not only are these children facing problems affecting their health, but they are also 
experiencing less than quality education. Though 92% of all children complete the cycle of primary education, a 
small number of these children complete primary education with necessary skills in  mathematics (41%) and reading 
(21%). However, after attending primary school, only 65% of children attend lower secondary school and only 36% 
of children attend upper secondary school. While these children are receiving a full primary education, they are not 
receiving a quality education. We have already made attempts to improve both children’s health and children’s 
education, and we are in full support of any resolution that will make improvements to the health and education of 
children. 
State of Mental Health Care: Mental health care in the Republic of Congo is very limited even though the need for 
mental health care is high. In the Republic of Congo, mental health care is provided with less than one percent of the 
government’s health budget, causing financial strain and difficulty in implementing more quality mental health care. 
Throughout the entirety of the Republic of Congo, there are only six mental health hospitals, one mental health 
outpatient facility, and a few smaller private clinics. The government has tried to expand and strengthen mental 
health care for the country, and we know it is imperative that we do so soon. The Republic of Congo wants to 
improve our mental health care which is why we are in full support of any resolutions that would help us improve 
our mental health care. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: The Republic of Congo has failed regarding the protection of minorities. In fact, 
minority groups are at more risk than ever. Not only are there no policies or laws that protect the minority groups, 
but most laws that give these groups any rights are ignored and dismissed, especially since Denis Sassou Nguesso 
became president. The government uses its power to disregard any opposition or challenges made by minority 
groups who are oppressed and discriminated against. Minority groups in the Republic of Congo face discrimination 
in employment, housing, and education, as well as oppression by members of the Bantu ethnic majority and the 
government. Though it has ignored the oppression and discrimination intentionally, the Republic of Congo is not 
against any resolutions that will implement protection policies for minority groups. Still, we are not one hundred 
percent in support of said resolutions.  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Gabrielle Perrault , Loralei Robinson   
Censorship: Freedom of speech is granted in our constitution, but much of the media is government owned, and the 
private owned media tends to practice self-censorship. 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: The two most common drugs produced and used in our country are cocaine and 
cannabis. 
Infant Mortality Rate: Our infant mortality rate is 33%.  
Human Rights Protections, Digital: The Republic of Congo has multiple policies underway to criminalize the 
collection, transmission, processing, and retention of personal data. These policies seek to protect our citizens' right 
to digital privacy. However, human rights violations in the digital sphere are not prevalent in the Republic of Congo. 
We will support any resolutions that criminalize the collection of personal data and protect digital privacy. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: The Republic of Congo has several policies including the prohibition of the production of 
hemp and its use as a narcotic and regulations on possession of schedule 6 drugs. We have also adopted multiple 
UN policies regarding drug trafficking, drug abuse, and limiting the possession, use, trade in, distribution, import, 



export, manufacture, and production of drugs (1961 UN Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs and its 1972 
amendment, as well as the 1988 UN Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances). Unfortunately, the geography of our country does allow for a large drug trafficking market. Due to this 
market, a large revenue is produced within the country, but if it were to benefit the government it would be 
indirectly. We will support resolutions that aim to resolve drug trafficking and decrease it from within the country. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: In Congo abortion is illegal under all circumstances, and only three 
centers in urban areas provide sexual and reproductive health services for victims of sexual violence. However, there 
are several informational campaigns about women’s and reproductive health underway to counter-act the effect of 
the lack of education for young women and pregnant women. These campaigns also aim to spread awareness about 
preventing sexual violence and educate citizens on HIV/AIDS. Outpatient treatment centers for HIV/AIDS and other 
STIs are being established around the country; including an informational center located in Brazzaville. We are also 
working on revising the education system to include education on the topics of HIV/AIDS and reproductive health. 
We will support any resolutions that aim to increase or improve sexual and reproductive education as well as 
resolutions that deal with reducing the impact of STIs. 
 

 



Republic of Croatia 
Delegation: Archbishop Hannan High School 

 
 
Capital City: Zagreb  Location: Balkan Peninsula, Central/ Southeast Europe        Population: 3899000000 
Country’s Leader: President Zoran Milanović and Prime Minister Andrej Plenković 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Official Language: Croatian    Other Languages: Serbian, Hungarian, Czech, Slovak, and Albanian 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Adrienne DeVille, McKenna Cordell    

Percent Children in Poverty: 17.1 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 30 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 101 
Children’s Health, Education: Croatian education is divided into four levels: preschool, elementary, secondary, and 
higher. Preschool, secondary, and higher education are not mandatory but are options. School is free and 
compulsory from ages 6 to 14. The education is generally good, but some schools are shift schools, meaning that 
students learn at different time periods throughout the day. This is due to some schools' limited size and availability 
of classrooms. As far as health, there are several problems currently affecting Croatian children. As of 2021, 
17.10% of children live in poverty in Croatia. The rates of impoverished children also coincide very closely with 
those who cannot access education past primary school.  
 Additionally, over one-third (35.9%) of Croatia’s children are classified as obese. To combat that, Croatia joined the 
Childhood Obesity Surveillance Initiative (COSI) of WHO/Europe in 2015 but has yet to see a significant 
improvement. Croatia is open to any resolutions which can improve the quality of education or overall quality of life 
for the children in our country. 
State of Mental Health Care: Mental health disorders are rapidly growing in Croatia. By the age of 14, 50% of 
people will face a mental disorder. To combat this, there are doctors in schools that diagnose some early disorders 
in students. Currently, Croatia implements the tertiary prevention method in which diseases and disorders are 
considered and treated in three levels: primary, secondary, and tertiary. At the primary level, there is a focus on the 
prevention of victimization and equipping students with the skills to keep themselves mentally well. At the 
secondary level, there is a focus on early detection and treatment before any individual’s condition gets worse. At 
the tertiary level, there is a focus on long-term treatment to best maintain the quality of life. Even with these 
measures in place, nearly one-third of Croatia’s entire population faces mental illness. As such, Croatia is open to 
any resolutions which could better the quality of life for our citizens. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: In Croatia, Serb and Roma people face the most discrimination, as they are the 
largest ethnic minorities in Croatia. Croatia is intimately aware of its’ problems with hate crimes and as such Croatia 
has been implementing ODIHR's Law Enforcement Outreach Programme (LEOP), the updated Training Against Hate 
Crime for Law Enforcement (TAHCLE) program, and an inter-governmental agency "Protocol on Monitoring Hate 
Crimes". Croatia consistently monitors its’ statistics on hate crimes and is open to other resolutions that could 
create a safer environment for minorities in the country. 
 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Kaylen Davis, Mary Grace Wilson   
Military Capability: Croatia has approximately 15,000 active duty military personnel. The majority of Croatia’s 
military equipment is from the Soviet era, but in recent years more modern equipment has been obtained from allies. 
Croatia has been a member of NATO since 2009. 
Major Allies/Treaties: EU Countries and NATO Countries 
Major Disputes: Border Disputes with Bosnia and Herzegovina,  Border Disputes with Serbia, and  Border Disputes 
and Economic Issues with Slovenia 
Greece’s Economic Situation: The Greek debt crisis negatively impacts Croatia in the fact that trade and financial 
integration is high between our nation and Greece.  It has also affected Croatia because Greece owns banks in 
Croatia, and if Greece leaves the eurozone it would cause major disruption within the country’s finance system. 
Croatia is working on building a more robust global financial system by joining the Eurozone which in turn will 
increase trade with other European countries. 
Nuclear Weapons: The Republic of Croatia neither possesses nor is making any efforts to develop nuclear weaponry 
or any other weapons of mass destruction. In fact, Croatian United Nations delegates have published "The National 
Strategy For The Non-Proliferation Of Weapons Of Mass Destruction", which details the nation's negative stance 
towards these types of weapons. Additionally, Croatia was a strong supporter of UN Security Council Resolution 



1540 (2004) which was entirely focused on the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. As a member of 
the UN and NATO, Croatia is open to any resolutions which seek peace and non-proliferation among the nations. 
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: President Zoran Milanović has expressed more neutral views on the conflict, but his 
sentiment is not widely shared across our nation. In fact, Croatia’s Parliament has expressed its fullest support for 
Ukraine since the beginning of this conflict and maintains that stance. Additionally, the Republic of Croatia’s 
Parliament adopted the Declaration on Ukraine in 2022 under the leadership of Prime Minister Andrej Plenković. In 
support of Ukraine, Croatia has provided military aid to Ukraine and expelled Russian diplomats and members of the 
administration from the country. Through these efforts, Croatia has been named an enemy country of Russia and 
has faced economic repercussions including our country’s highest prices of food in over 30 years. Croatia wishes to 
remain in support of Ukraine and will attempt to use any resources at our disposal to aid in the settlement of this 
conflict. 



Republic of Ireland 
Delegation: Captain Shreve 

 
 
Capital City: Dublin  Location: Europe        Population: 5275004 
Country’s Leader: Michael D. Higgins  
Form of Government: Parliamentary republic 
Official Language: English    Other Languages: Irish (Gaelic or Gaeilge) 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Kacie Thomas, Megan Allen    

Percent Children in Poverty: 15 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 18.5 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 7,759 
Children’s Health, Education: Children's health in Ireland is suffering from a number of significant issues. One in 10 
children lives in ongoing poverty. In spite of the fact that the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child has been in 
force for 30 years. Thousands of children live in inadequate housing as a result of the housing crisis. It is 
unfortunate that many of the treatments required are extremely expensive and require substantial investment. 
Children with complex needs should have access to these levels of investment, but they often do not. Parental 
responsibility for the education of their children is stated in the Irish Constitution. As well as that, it states that 
children must receive 'a certain minimum education' from the states.  As a result of the Education (Welfare) Act 
2000, parents are required to ensure that their children get the minimum amount of education they need between 
the ages of 6 and 16. 
State of Mental Health Care: Ireland's estimated prevalence of mental health illnesses is higher, although the 
country spends less on mental health. According to research, 42% of adults in Ireland will experience a mental 
illness at some point in time. The Irish Government and the public must understand the level of need for mental 
health treatment due to the prevalence of these disorders. Approximately 1-in-9 adults in Ireland have at some 
point attempted to end their own life. People with mental health disorders are more likely to suffer from this. The 
number of suicide attempts among people with mental health disorders was five times greater than that among 
those without one. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission has been given a slew of new 
powers to combat discrimination, including against ethnic minorities, and to seek legal redress for those who have 
been victimized. One of the Act's functions is to encourage the development of a culture of human rights, equality, 
and intercultural understanding in the State. This makes a difference because it not only takes the majority’s opinion 
into account, but also the minority which is just as important. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Josalyn Walters, Elijah Spikes   
Censorship: While in Ireland, citizens do have freedom of expression, but this is only directed towards opinion. The 
most notable form of censorship is the censorship of publications such as books, magazines, films, and various 
forms of mass communication.  
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: a. Opioids (Mainly heroin)- 87.3% of cases b. Cocaine- 30.2% of cases  c.
 Cannabis- 21.3% of cases d. Benzos - 11.3% of cases 
Infant Mortality Rate: 3.47 deaths/1,000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Ireland’s Freedom of Expression prohibits language that can be seen as likely to 
generate hate towards a person because of their race, religion, sexual orientation, etc. This freedom is also applied 
to the press and media. The government can ban any broadcasting material that could be seen as, “likely to promote 
or incite to crime or which would tend to undermine the authority of the state”. Ireland doesn’t censor online 
content by does require phone companies to keep all phone and internet contacts (not content) for two years.  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Their 5 main goals are promoting and protecting health, minimize the harms and misuse of 
drugs and offer rehabilitation and recovery, address and reduce the harm and access to drug markets, support 
participation of the family and community, and develop comprehensive evidence-based policies. Their national 
Oversight Committee has the responsibility of implementing the strategy and meets quarterly. The Sub-Committee 
promotes the coordination between national, local, and regional levels. Ireland has recently become a key point in 
the European cocaine trade due to their location and new cartel trade relations being made. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: As of December 2018, The Health (Regulation of Termination of 
Pregnancy) Act was signed into law. This law provides abortion in defined circumstances. As long as a three-day 
waiting period has passed, an abortion is lawful to request up to the 12th week of pregnancy. Abortions are also 
allowed if pregnancy poses a risk to the women’s health or life. They are also allowed in cases of fatal fetal 
anomalies. While abortions are free to all citizens, This does not apply to a women’s own opinion of her pregnancy. 



Republic of Peru 
Delegation: Archbishop Hannan High School 

 
 
Capital City: Lima  Location: Western South America, bordering the South Pacific Ocean, between Chile and 
Ecuador        Population: 32275736 
Country’s Leader: President Dina Ercilia Boluarte Zegarra 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Official Language: Spanish, Quechua, Aymara     Other Languages: Ashaninka 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Brooke D'Hemecourt, Chloe Agena    

Percent Children in Poverty: 60%  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 20% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: In 2021 there was a reported 7,262 total hate crime incidents 
Children’s Health, Education: Health and sanitation conditions have a big effect on children. Peru has a good 
education system, but it is somewhat underfunded. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: Peru has a stand-alone policy/plan for mental illness. 
 1.70% of their health expenditure is used on mental health.  
 They have resources for outpatient and inpatient care. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: The Peruvian constitution of 1993 declared the state's duty to protect the ethnic 
and cultural diversity of the nation. 
 They have also passed a law criminalizing racial discrimination.  
  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Analise Plunkett, Jessica Monson   
Censorship: Censorship in Peru has been prevalent throughout its history. There have been multiple shifts in the 
level of freedom of the press in Peru, starting in the late 1900s when the country was oppressed to the early 
2000s when the country experienced more free 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cocaine - Peru is the world’s second-largest producer of cocaine. 
Infant Mortality Rate: Total: 10.8 deaths/1,000 live births. Male: 11.89 deaths/1,000 live births. Female: 9.65 
deaths/1,000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: The Peruvian Constitution underscores the importance of the state in 
preserving the dignity of all human beings. The Constitution includes articles that promote the right to self-
determination, equality and non-discrimination, and life. 
  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Article 299 of 1991 Peruvian Criminal Code states that possession of small amounts of 
drugs for personal use is not an offense, but each year, almost 60% of Police detentions for drug-related offenses 
target drug users. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Abortion is a crime in Peru for both the woman deciding to have an 
abortion and the person who executes it. Due to abortion being a crime, many women have to resort to illicit 
methods putting their health and lives at risk.  
 While laws in Peru require the State to distribute contraceptive methods free of charge, these are not fully 
accessible due to a lack of education, lack of resources going to centers of distribution, discrimination, and religious 
and social reasons. Peru encourages natural family planning as a solution to unplanned pregnancies and the risks 
and health problems that comes with pregnancy. 
  
 



Republic of Poland 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 

 
 
Capital City: Warsaw  Location: Eastern Europe        Population: 37750000 
Country’s Leader: Andrzej Duda 
Form of Government: unitary parliamentary representative democratic republic 
Official Language: Polish    Other Languages: Silesian, Kashubian, and English 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Ryder Bond, N/A    

Percent Children in Poverty: 6.2% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 21% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 997 
Children’s Health, Education: In Poland, nearly 11% of the teen population is diagnosed with mental disorders. In 
2021 Mental health counseling doubled in Poland for children and teens.  In Poland, children living in single-family 
households often do not receive sufficient aid from the government to live a comfortable lifestyle and go to school. 
State of Mental Health Care: In 2021 there were approximately 200 times more suicide attempts in Poland 
following 2020. This can almost certainly be attributed to the mental health stigma in Poland. People in Poland 
believe people with mental disabilities are “crazy” and belong in mental homes. The Polish government also holds a 
strict policy stating that people with mental illness can't get married unless they have a court order allowing them. 
Poland has excellent care for mentally distressed people as it has community mental health centers where people 
with anxiety or depression can visit a psychologist. Unfortunately, these places also often over-medicate because it 
is easier to prescribe medicine than to heal the problem. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Poland is made up of many diverse and predominantly Slavic-based ethnic groups. 
Poland understands what makes it unique is its diverse makeup of many different tribes, creeds, and races. 
However, specifically, LGBTQ people experience a lot of discrimination. “Gay Free Zones” In Poland are zones in 
towns that forbid openly gay or LGBTQ people from interacting or living in them. While not severely limiting the 
movement of LGBTQ people, it is still a significant issue.  
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Jackson Ezell, Rainier deGravelles   
Military Capability: The Polish military is divided into the Polish land forces, navy, air force, special forces, 
territorial defense force, and border guard. There are around 120,000 active personnel and approximately 25,000 
in reserves and border guard personnel.   
Major Allies/Treaties:  North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the European Union, and a major ally of the United 
States. 
Major Disputes: Schengen Border Rules, Middle-Eastern immigrants from Belarus, and illegal Russian activity near 
the Kaliningrad border. 
Greece’s Economic Situation: Poland has condemned Greece for its actions amidst their economic crisis, especially 
after rejecting plans to rebuild its economy. Poland’s economy is one of the strongest in Europe but has seen a 
decline in the financial participation of foreign-dominated sectors, such as banking, insurance, healthcare, and 
energy. While it is true that the conflict between Ukraine and Russia has had a significant impact on the Polish 
economy, it has proved to be surprisingly resilient compared to other countries in the European Union’s east. Poland 
has the 6th largest GDP and is the fastest-growing economy in the European Union. It holds most of its employees 
in the service sector. They do not use the Euro and have kept the Polish Złoty. 
Nuclear Weapons: Poland does not have any nuclear weapons. Poland is open to the United States positioning 
nuclear weapons in Poland, although the United States would still be in control of those weapons.  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Poland fully supports Ukraine in the conflict and sees the Russian invasion of Ukraine as a 
significant threat to Polish independence from Russia. Poland has donated a substantial amount of weapons to 
Ukraine and has trained the Ukrainian military to use Western technology. Recently, Poland has decided to send 
sixty modernized battle tanks to Ukraine, including thirty PT-91 Twardy main battle tanks and fourteen Leopard II 
German-manufactured main battle tanks. Poland has already sent around 250 tanks to Ukraine, significantly 
increasing its military capability and support for Ukraine in the conflict. 



Romania  
Delegation: Dutchtown High School  

 
 
Capital City: Rome   Location: Southeastern Europe         Population: 60236745 
Country’s Leader: Sergio Mattarella 
Form of Government: domecratic and parlimentary republic  
Official Language: italian     Other Languages: english  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Allie Nichols , Makenzie king     

Percent Children in Poverty: In 2021, absolute poverty in Italy affected 1.382 million children. This is 14.2% 
compared to the nationwide 9.4% of individuals.  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: In Italy, women with 31.7% are or have been diagnosed with 
a mental disorder, however, men have a much lower rate of 15.7 percent. Women have double the chance of 
reporting a mood disorder and 4 times the chance of having an anxiety disorder than men, mor 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: The Italian police recorded over one thousand hate crimes in 2020. 343 were classified as 
incitement to violence, which was the most common hate crime that occurred in Italy. Further 151 hate crimes were 
physical assaults, and two cases were homicides. Th 
Children’s Health, Education:  Pediatric care in Italy has been based during the last 40 years on the increased 
awareness of the importance of meeting the psychosocial and developmental needs of children and of the role of 
families in promoting the health and well-being of their children. Public education is free for all children who are 
resident in Italy regardless of nationality. Public school is high quality, equivalent or even higher than private 
schools. School is mandatory from ages six to 16.  
  
State of Mental Health Care: In 2020, the mental state of Italy was declining worse than ever before. With a 
reputation of low diagnosed mental illnesses disorders was increasing. Moreover, the government initiated a 
national mental health service to provide free emergency access to help and resources for psychoanalysts and 
psychologists. This initiative is supporting low-income families in the process because of the increase in mental 
health disorders.  
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Italy has a legal and policy framework aimed to address and tackle racism and any 
form of discrimination, also in the area of housing. Most of Italy's policies are put into place to protect minorities in 
the incidence of housing or economic opportunities, at least posies aim to tackle racial and religious discrimination.  
  
 

 



Rwanda 
Delegation: LSU Lab School 

 
 
Capital City: Kigali  Location: Central Africa        Population: 13173730 
Country’s Leader: Paul Kagame 
Form of Government: Multiparty Republic 
Official Language: Kinyarwanda, French, English, & Swahili    Other Languages:  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Richelle Le, Olivia Sterling    

Percent Children in Poverty: 39% of children in Rwanda live in poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 20% of the population has been diagnosed with a mental 
disorder. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 5 hate crimes occurred in Rwanda, hate crimes are not seemingly common there. 
Children’s Health, Education: There are some problems that affect the health of children in Rwanda. Rwanda has a 
universal healthcare system and they’re considered to have one of the highest-quality healthcare systems in Africa. 
Citizens can receive medical treatment at public hospitals and foreign aids help grant access to free health 
insurance. But, because children in Rwanda often do not have a variety of adequate foods, their growth is stunted. 
Even though malnutrition has decreased throughout the years, 38% of children’s growth is stunted. But, children in 
Rwanda do have access to a proper education. Rwanda is one of the top-performing countries in education in sub-
Saharan Africa. 98% of children in Rwanda are enrolled in primary school but only about 71% complete their primary 
education because the classrooms are crowded. There are about 62 students per qualified teacher. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: The state of many Rwandan citizens is doing poorly. Especially after the Rwandan 
genocide occurred in 1994, many men and women have struggled with many mental health disorders including panic 
disorder, major depressive episode, and PTSD. Moreover, these disorders are more prevalent in women than men. 
This genocide lasted 100 days, and although it was not a long period of time, 77% of Tutsis were murdered. Even 
though over half of survey participants acknowledged the fact that mental health care/services were out there to 
help them, only 5% admitted to the usage of these resources. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Because of the genocide against the Tutsis in Rwanda, the government has called 
for a national on. They’ve removed the policies that created ethnic cleavages. The reconciliation of the state has 
made a big difference for the Tutsis. An organization called the NURC has organized conferences to help people 
understand the roots of genocide and how to move on after. There are also memorials dedicated to those who were 
lost, what happened, and the heroes who helped stop it. One particular museum being the Kigali Genocide museum, 
which has an exhibit that includes the rescuers, Hutus, who endangered themselves to save Tutsis. But, even though 
there were positive outcomes for the Tutsis, the Hutus did not all have that. Some Hutus believe that the 
government’s programs and reconciliation efforts failed to recognize the Hutu victims that suffered the genocide. 
They only recognized the Hutus who helped the Tutsis. 
 

 



Samoa  
Delegation: Woodlawn High School  

 
 
Capital City: Apia   Location: Oceania         Population: 218764 
Country’s Leader: Fiame Naomi Mata’afa 
Form of Government: Parliamentary democracy  
Official Language: Samoan     Other Languages: English 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Taylor Albert , Brendan Parenti     

Percent Children in Poverty: 20% of children live below the poverty line in Samoa.  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 25% of adults and children together are diagnosed and 13% 
of adolescents are diagnosed with a mental health disorder.  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: There is a 50.00 rate of hate crimes in Samoa.  
Children’s Health, Education: Various schools in Samoa lack the minimum standards for the quality of learning in 
classrooms. Many primary school teachers do not have the proper training and support. Teachers also do not have 
the proper training and support. Teachers also do not have the skills to identify and teach special needs students. 
Children have access to school, but schools lack a good education. Australia is helping Samoa build a more resilient 
education system. Samoa’s education has had some setbacks due to a measles outbreak in 2019 and COVID-19. 
Australia’s help with education in Samoa will help Samoa review remote learning strategies. Samoa did distance 
learning, but internet access for most children in Samoa is very scarce and limited. Schools are so understaffed that 
they cannot properly monitor distance learning very well or deal with technical difficulties properly and effectively. 
The Australian Strategic Partnerships in Remote Education (ASPIRE) is a huge help in helping Samoa establish an 
effective remote learning environment for future events and present events. Through ASPIRE a partnership with the 
Queensland Government's North Coast Region (NCR) and the Ministry of Education, Sports, and Culture (MESC) was 
formed. Australia has a longstanding history of helping Samoa with its education. Including Australia's help with the 
Education Sector Support Program Phase 2 (2019-2024). This program focuses on strengthening the quality and 
inclusiveness of basic, technical, and vocational education. Samoa really cares about children’s education and is 
taking steps to improve it with ASPIRE, MESC, and NCR. Measles and COVID-19 are still threats to children’s health 
in Samoa.  
  
State of Mental Health Care: There are institutes and places people can get help in Samoa. It is harder for 
adolescents to get help due to the culture. The culture in Samoa is basically telling children and teenagers that they 
don’t have a mental disorder and will manipulate them into thinking that it is normal and they are overreacting. It is 
harder for teenagers to get help and they are the ones that have the most mental problems. The culture is just as 
harsh for adults, but some are able to block out their relative's voices and get help. Some aren’t so lucky.  
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Hate crimes are usually against those who are a part of the LGBTQIA+ community. 
People that are a part of this community will face discrimination, harassment, and social stigmatization. Samoa is 
more accepting of those who have diverse gender identities because Samoa has a traditional third-party community 
called fa’afafine. There are also hate crimes against white Americans when visiting. There are police that is 
supposed to ensure the safety of these tourists, but they tend to side with the villages that do nothing to bring 
justice to the tourist. There are policies that are supposed to protect tourists, but it isn’t enforced harshly.  
  
 



Senegal  
Delegation: Woodlawn High School 

 
 
Capital City: Dakar   Location: West Africa         Population: 17890760 
Country’s Leader: Macky Sall 
Form of Government: Semi-Presidential, Democratic Republic 
Official Language: French    Other Languages: Out of the 30+ languages spoken in Senegal, Wolof is most 
commonly spoken. 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Ryan Wyche , Himangini Chauhan    

Percent Children in Poverty: Over 75% of families with children live in chronic poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Around 7% of of Senegal's population is diagnosed with a 
mental health disorder. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Senegal has not directly reported hate crimes. However, current legislation allows for the 
abuse of women and people of the LGBTQ community. 
Children’s Health, Education: There are many problems that significantly affect the health of Senegal's children 
such as preventable illnesses that became lethal due to poor health care, the maternal morality rate of 315 per 
100,000 live births, and consistent climate vulnerabilities that cause food shortages and drought. The children of 
Senegal also struggle to find a proper education, with only 37% receiving basic education. 
State of Mental Health Care: The mental health care in Senegal is often lacking in the necessary funding and 
structure to be an effective care option. Many clinicians in Senegal encounter individuals with mental illnesses that 
they simply lack the training or facilities to address. Furthermore, the lack of legal framework for mental health care 
in Senegal is a great contributor to the crisis. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Historically, Senegal has struggled with a severe lack of policy aimed at protecting 
minorities, even enforcing legislation that openly discriminates against minorities such as people in the LGBTQ 
community. President Sall, however, has made promises to change these policies under his administration. 
 

 



Slovakia 
Delegation: Lafayette High School 

 
 
Capital City: Bratislava  Location: Eastern Europe        Population: 5447000 
Country’s Leader: Zuzana Čaputová 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Democratic Republic with a multi-party system. 
Official Language: Slovak    Other Languages: Hungarian 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Neel Rathi, Adam Long    

Percent Children in Poverty: 10.9% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Anxiety symptoms present in 19.32% of representative 
sample of population; depression present in 24.65% of representative sample of population. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 20 recorded hate crimes by police in 2021, no data for 2022. 13 were prosecuted and 15 
were sentenced. 
Children’s Health, Education: 99% of children in Slovakia have access to an education, but minorities often go to 
different schools for mentally handicapped children. This decreases chances for them to get a job after secondary 
school. 
State of Mental Health Care: A lot of aspects for the mental health care state are not reported or there are none to 
begin with. Therefore, the state of mental health care is inconclusive. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: The Constitution of Slovakia gives explicit protections to minorities under the 
conditions that they must be citizens of Slovakia who are part of a national minority group. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Gwendolyn Abadie, Anna Skerrett   
Censorship: Slovakia is ranked 17th out of 180 countries in freedom of speech. Censorship against slovak 
constitution (1992) but there are very harsh consequences for defamation such as denial of the Holocaust, 
Armenian genocide, or racism. 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis by far, MDMA and methamphetamines are second. 
Infant Mortality Rate: 4.7 per 1000 births  
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Slovakia strongly believes that democracy and free media are human rights. 
These rights apply to both off and online spheres. Some advances in technology are paving the way for 
misinformation and “Deep Fakes” which threaten free media and honest elections. These issues could be prepared 
for and combatted in developing countries that do not yet have accessible internet but need to be reduced and/or 
outlawed in developed countries with accessible internet. In Slovakia, it is already illegal to process another person’s 
personal data without their consent. This means that personal data is protected. These protections can and should 
be expanded internationally in order to protect human rights in the digital sphere. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: No benefit and a 2006 estimate says .05% of GDP spent on drug-related expenditures. 
No legal distinction between types of drugs, there are only legal and illegal drugs. Up to 3 years prison for 
possession, 3-10 for trafficking or production, 10-15 or 15-25 depending on other charges, and up to 25 if in the 
context of gang activity. Possession in any amount is criminalized, and for personal use is considered a minor 
offense, while possession for distribution is major. Slovakia is consistently among top countries for alcohol 
consumption, alcohol exempt from “toxicomania” law that bans broadcasting use of any substance of abuse. All 
citizens pay health insurance and doctors are required to prescribe API instead of brand name drugs, but private 
healthcare companies pay doctors to prescribe drugs. 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Despite having universal health coverage, Slovakia struggles with some 
UN health standards. Slovakia only screens 10-50% of women for cervical cancer as part of the opportunistic 
screening process and the adolescent birth rate is classified as “challenges remain” with a shocking 2.57% of teens 
aged 15-19 giving birth. While the adolescent birth rate could in part be attributed to restricted abortion access, 
Slovakia welcomes other steps to lower the teen birth rate. Slovak teens have a generally positive view of Sexual 
and Reproductive Health (SRH) Education, especially that of bodily, psychological and relational aspects of sexuality. 
The International Planned Planned Parenthood Federation’s (IPPF) Slovak Family Planning Association helps train 
teachers to teach Sexual Health and Reproduction in hopes to expand SRH systems in schools themselves.  



Somalia 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Acadiana 

 
 
Capital City: Mogadishu  Location: Horn of Africa        Population: 17066000 
Country’s Leader: Hassan Sheikh Mohamud 
Form of Government: Federal parliamentary republic 
Official Language: Somali, Arabic    Other Languages: English 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Peter Menard, Braxton Breaux    

Percent Children in Poverty: 73% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 40% of Somalia is estimated to have a mental disorder  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: The number of hate crimes in Somalia is not recorded. 
Children’s Health, Education: Children in Somalia are highly affected by climate change, and soil and water pollution 
plague Somalia's land. Malnutrition is also a major problem with 40% of the kids suffering from this and 33% of kids 
eating only once per day. Children in Somalia do not have good access to education with 3 million children being out 
of school with parents not being able to afford a proper education. Aside from major urban areas, kids in rural areas 
families are not able to afford an education with schools being semi-financed by parents in the country.  
State of Mental Health Care: Only about 5 to 10 percent of primary healthcare centers in Somalia can provide 
mental healthcare. In all of Somalia, there are only 82 mental healthcare professionals in a population of around 1.5 
million people. So to state the obvious, not good.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: There are not any laws to protect minorities in Somalia. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Adam Gombos, LA McNeely   
Censorship: Journalists are facing targeted attacks, arbitrary arrests, and harsh censorship from the government, 
forcing many to flee the country. It is estimated that more than 8 journalists were killed under the presidency of 
President Mohamed Abdullahi ‘Farmajo.’ 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: The main illegal drug in Somalia is cannabis. 
Infant Mortality Rate: 62.794 deaths per 1000 live births. 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: There are no government policies in Somalia that directly protect human rights 
in the digital sphere. However, a civil society organization called Digitial Shelter (DS,) is currently advocating for 
digital rights and inclusion. By the means of forums, DS is able to advocate for digital human rights. The 
organization is now receiving international support from the Africa Digital Rights Fund, which is an initiative 
supported by the UK’s Department for International Development. 
  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Somalia punishes illegal drug consumption, possession, and trafficking by law. The legal 
drug "khat" is illegal to be taken outside of the country. Though drug abuse is prevalent in Somalia, it does not 
benefit from the drug trafficking industry due to the government's banning of many drugs. 
  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Due to the dominance of the Islam religion in Somalia, the use of 
contraceptives is generally forbidden. Although, there are no official laws preventing quality reproductive health. 
Abortion is only legal to save a pregnant person's life.  
 



South Africa 
Delegation: Catholic High School 

 
 
Capital City: Pretoria, Cape Town, and Bloemfontein  Location: Africa, Southern tip        Population: 
60604992 
Country’s Leader: Cyril Ramaphosa 
Form of Government: Unitary, parliamentary, democratic republic 
Official Language: Ndebele, Pedi, Sotho, Swati, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa, Zulu, Afrikaans, and English    Other 
Languages: Khoekhoegowab !Orakobab Xirikobab N|uuki !Xunthali Khwedam SiPhuthi IsiHlubi SiBhaca SiLala 
SiNhlangwini ("IsiZansi") SiNrebele (SiSumayela) Isimpomse KheLobedu SePulana HiPai SeKutswe SeṰokwa 
SeHananwa SiThonga SiLaNgomane SheKgalagari XiRhonga Tamil 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Michael Wilhelm, Austin Roberson    

Percent Children in Poverty: 55.5% as of 2015  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 30% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: No records of hate crimes are kept in South Africa, but hate crimes rooted in homophobia are 
prevalent.  
Children’s Health, Education: The South African Schools Act, assures quality and discrimination-free schooling, as 
well as mandatory schooling ages 7 – 15.   
State of Mental Health Care: PRIME is a mental health system implemented in 4 facilities across the country with 
94 service working trained in identifying and treating mental health disorders  
Policies to Protect Minorities: The South African Constitution, as well as the Bill of Rights assures that all citizens 
are to be held to the same standard and treated equally. The constitution is the supreme law in South Africa, so all 
government action follows its guidelines. The Bill of Rights further states the equality under the judiciary of all 
citizens  
 

 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Elliott Eagleton, George Scully   
Military Capability: Currently our military is ready and available for UN action within the African continent. Action 
outside of Africa, however, is likely to be more difficult for our forces We have 74.5 thousand active soldiers and 
15.1 thousand reserve personnel. 
Major Allies/Treaties: The BRICS trade partnership, specifically China; The Commonwealth of Nations; the African 
Union 
Major Disputes: No major disputes. 
Greece’s Economic Situation: No notable impact. We have no plans to make the economy more robust. 
Nuclear Weapons: South Africa no longer possesses any nuclear weapons, but successfully developed warheads 
during the 1980s. All nuclear weapons were dismantled after signing the nuclear non-proliferation treaty in 1991. 
As we have signed the NPT, we stand with Non-proliferation and encourage the dismantling of nuclear weaponry. 
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: South Africa has maintained a position of neutrality in the Russia-Ukraine conflict, but we 
advocate for negotiation talks  between the two sides. South Africa has not been involved in the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. 



Sri Lanka 
Delegation: Haynes Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte  Location:  island country lying in the Indian Ocean and separated from 
peninsular India by the Palk Strait        Population: 22160000 
Country’s Leader: President- Ranil Wickremesinghe Prime Minister- Dinesh Gunawardena 
Form of Government: Semi-presidential representative democratic republic 
Official Language: Sinhala and Timil    Other Languages: English and Malay 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Avishka Fernando, Kavia Mallik    

Percent Children in Poverty: 33% of Children under 4 need humanitarian help.  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: About 25% of Sri Lanka’s population has depression. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Under 100 hate crimes occurred in Sri Lanka. 
Children’s Health, Education: Air pollution is tremendously hazardous to the health of children in Sri Lanka. 
Traditional cooking stoves, industrial work producing open burning, usage of polythene, biological pollutants, and 
many more cause air pollution to affect children’s health. Additionally, close to 56,000 children are suffering from 
malnutrition due to the increase in food prices and the decrease in salaries. Students are even dropping out of 
school because they would come to school on an empty stomach and faint during class. On the contrary, Sri Lanka’s 
education system is one of the best in South Asia with the country having a literacy rate of 90%. Students ages 5-
16 also have access to free education from primary to university levels of school. 
  
  
State of Mental Health Care: Mental health has been a concern in Sri Lanka for some time. The country has one of 
the highest suicide rates in the world, with an average of 6000 deaths per year; nearly 100,000 people attempt 
suicide every year in Sri Lanka. In addition to the mental health problems typically reported in a stable environment, 
the prevalence of mental illness in the country is further compounded by the conflict of a recent civil war in the 
country. On top of this 20.3% of those polled in surveys were found to have depression.   
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: The Prevention of Terrorism Act is used to threaten the land rights and religious 
freedoms of minorities. This act was implemented in 1979 and is over-abused and outdated. Other than this, there 
are no policies in place to protect our minorities. Activists and minorities are constantly targeted and are seeking 
better legal reform.  
  



Sudan 
Delegation: Jesuit High School 

 
 
Capital City: Khartoum  Location: East Africa        Population: 48000000 
Country’s Leader: Sovereign Council Chair and Commander-in-Chief of the Sudanese Armed Forces General Abd-al-
Fatah al-Burhan 
Form of Government:  Presidential Republic 
Official Language: Arabic, English    Other Languages: Nubian 

 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Aidan Couvillon,    
Censorship: Very prevalent. With our military coup, censorship is crucial. Between shutting down news stations, the 
internet, “fake news”, and taking people's phones to delete evidence of human rights violations, the Sudanese 
government relies heavily on censorship b 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Alcohol and Cannabis. There is a current rise in the misuse of prescription drugs by 
the younger population. All-in-all, the extent of Sudan’s drug crisis is largely unknown. Higher cost drugs are 
typically inaccessible.  
Infant Mortality Rate: 42.27 deaths per 1000 live births. 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: In article 55 of the 2019 constitution for Sudan, it is stated that citizens have 
the right to privacy, the freedom of speech, and "the right to access the internet" . Sudan had 34.2 million mobile 
users as of December 2020, while there were 13.7 million internet subscriptions, both stats displaying that the 
internet is growing throughout the country.  In addition,  Sudan is one of the five nations with the least costly 
mobile internet costs worldwide. However, under the false ideal of combating “fake news” online, a cybercrimes law 
gives a military coup the power to prosecute opponents and dissenters. The military will go to considerable 
measures to restrict access to digital technology for revolutionary mobilization, as seen by the 6 frequent internet 
outages in the past 3 years. In addition, outside journalism is prohibited unless given approval by the military coup, 
and is under strict watch. Free speech and press are in no way guaranteed in Sudan.  
  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Penalties for possessing, using, or trafficking in illegal drugs in Sudan are severe, and 
convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines, this includes the possession of alcohol. 
However, alcohol is used in two major forms. Mariesa is a beer-like beverage of low alcohol concentration which is 
accepted at most social gatherings. On the other hand, Araki, which is of much higher alcohol concentration is 
secretly used behind doors, like wedding ceremonies. Lastly, Cannabis has developed into a huge cash crop in Sudan. 
Through its large and sloppy network of borders between 7 nations, Sudan is particularly challenged to stop drug 
smuggling and the movement of drug sellers across international boundaries. In conclusion, the problem is largely 
unknown (due to improper testing and research) but one thing is for sure, drugs are becoming a huge issue in Sudan 
both economically and socially.  
  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Though research into Sudan’s reproductive health is scarce, On 
indicators of sexual and reproductive health, Sub-Saharan Africa falls substantially behind other global regions. Only 
15% of young women in developing nations live in Sub-Saharan Africa, but it houses 63% of maternal deaths and 
89% of HIV infections passed from mothers to infants. In addition, these women account for a disproportionate 
93% of unintended pregnancies.With little use of effective contraceptives, antenatal care, and high STD rates, Sudan 
has huge barriers to overcome.  
  
 



Sweden 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 

 
 
Capital City: Stockholm  Location: Scandinavia        Population: 10452326 
Country’s Leader: Ulf Kristersson 
Form of Government: Constitutional Monarchy 
Official Language: Swedish, Sami, Finnish, Ramani Crib, Yiddish, and Meänkieli    Other Languages: English, German 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Maeve Dolan, Skylar Rattler    

Percent Children in Poverty: 10% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 42% of Swedes from 16 to 84 self-reported feeling 
nervous/anxious or having issues with going to sleep, although most reported only mild symptoms  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 3150 
Children’s Health, Education: The increase in mental health issues among 13 and 15-year-olds have been more 
significant than in other European countries. Most of these mental health issues were insomnia or anxiety related. 
Although a rising number of children (and Swedes in general) have reported these issues, most have reported their 
symptoms as "mild," with only 7% reporting severe symptoms. In Sweden, school is required for all children from the 
age of six, and ten full years of school are required. There are available childcare services before and after school 
for children from the ages of six through thirteen. While school is only required for ten years, 85% of Swedish 
students qualify for an upper secondary school program. Those who don't qualify can choose one of five other " 
introductory" programs that will allow them to move on to a national program.  
  
State of Mental Health Care: There are many government-led efforts to decrease the worsening mental state of 
Swedes (significantly younger people), such as the coordinated efforts of the Public Health Agency with other 
agencies. The suicide rate, on average, is 14.7 deaths per 100,000 people, which is a drastic improvement, since 
"Historically, Sweden has had a high suicide rate, with the most suicides in the developed world during the 1960s". 
The government of Sweden recognized that suicide and declining mental health was core issue within their country, 
so they focused some government resources on improving it. And in the most recent (2022) World Happiness 
Report, Sweden was ranked seventh overall, owing to its high levels of social support, healthy life expectancy, and 
low perceptions of corruption in the government by the Swedish people.  
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Fifty-five percent of hate crimes in Sweden are caused by racism or xenophobia. So, 
Sweden has recognized Sami, Finnish, Romani Crib, Yiddish, and Meänkieli as official sub-languages through the 
National Minorities and Minority Languages Act (2010), which protects and promotes the five minority languages 
recognized by the Swedish Government. This decreased the number of hate crimes (between the year of publication 
of the act, 2010, and the following years, noticeably so between 2013 and 2014, with a decrease of 1196 and 881 
between 2010 and each of those years).  
  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Riley Posey, Grace Ciesielski   
Censorship: Sweden protects freedom of speech in certain circumstances and was a pioneer in officially abolishing 
censorship. A number of restrictions remain such as child pornography, hate speech and libel. In all cases there is a 
legal process afterwards if applica 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: The Swedish illicit drug market is dominated by cannabis and amphetamines. Cannabis 
remains the most frequently seized illicit drug.  
Infant Mortality Rate: The current infant mortality rate for Sweden in 2023 is 1.716 deaths per 1000 live births, a 
3.65% decline from 2022. The infant mortality rate for Sweden in 2022 was 1.781 deaths per 1000 live births, a 
3.52% decline from 2021. 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: In Sweden, human rights are protected primarily through the Instrument of 
Government, the Freedom of the Press Act, and the Fundamental Law on Freedom of Expression. Public power 
should be exercised with respect for the equality of everyone and the freedom and dignity of the individual. The 
Fundamental Law on Freedom of Expression protects all Swedish citizens' right to freely express themselves on the 
radio, TV, films, video, and the internet. The Act also lists freedom of expression offenses such as defaming 
someone or threatening domestic security through publication.  
  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: The drug policy of Sweden is based on zero tolerance focusing on prevention, treatment, 
and control, aiming to reduce both the supply of and demand for illegal drugs. The Swedish Penal Law on Narcotics 



criminalizes the use, possession, purchase, sale, and transfer of narcotics. The punishment for a drug offense is 
imprisonment for up to three years, and the sentence for a minor drug offense is a substantial fine. There have been 
no recent notable cartel cases in Sweden. 
  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Reproductive and sexual health care is given high priority in Sweden. The 
age of sexual consent in Sweden is 15 years, and sex education has been taught in schools since the 1950s. 
Contraceptive counseling is free, and emergency contraception (like the morning-after-pill) is sold over the counter 
all over Sweden. Abortion has been legal and free since 1975. There is no age limit for having an abortion, and it’s 
always the pregnant person’s right to decide if they want to have an abortion or not. You are entitled to have an 
abortion until the 18th week of pregnancy without explaining your reasons. After the 18th week, you need 
permission from the National Board of Health and Welfare to have an abortion. Such approval requires special 
causes (e.g., health risks for the mother).  There is a law in Sweden called Smittskyddslagen that regulates sexually 
transmitted infections and STIs. You are obliged to test yourself if there is a risk that an STI has infected you. You 
must also help track previous partners so that possibly infected previous or current partners can be found, tested, 
and treated. 
  
 



Switzerland 
Delegation: Haynes Academy  

 
 
Capital City: Bern  Location: Western Europe, East of France, North of Italy        Population: 8703000 
Country’s Leader: Alain Berset 
Form of Government: semi direct democratic republic 
Official Language: French, Italian, German, and Romansh    Other Languages: English, Portuguese, Spanish, Serbian, 
Croatian, and Albanian 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Mason Bond,  Maliha Shah    

Percent Children in Poverty: ~7% of Swiss children live in material poverty, households making under 50% of the 
national average income. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder:  An estimated 20% of Swiss citizens suffer from mental 
illness, according to the Swiss Medical Journal, in the last documentation on the topic from 2008. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: In 2021, 312 hate crimes occurred, according to the OSCE. 
Children’s Health, Education: In Switzerland, children are often very healthy, with around 95% vaccinated, and a 
4.1 IMR (Infant Mortality Rate). Additionally, the healthcare provided to them is enough to protect them from death 
from injury, with only 12 deaths out of 100,000 minors with accidents/injuries. However, even to Unicef, there is 
very limited information on child safety, with no information on their protection from abuse, and very little about 
their health conditions. However, from what can be found, nearly all Swiss children are in good health, with access 
to a vast majority of sanitation services and clean water. While the health of their children is on average very high, 
30,000-50,000 children suffer from abuse every year, over 2.5%. In terms of education, it is mandatory for children 
to be in school until they are 16, without having to pay anything. However, the Swiss education system fell about 7 
points under the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) average score of 100. Over 80% 
of 15-19-year-olds are in full-time education, with 40% of 15-year-olds expecting to enter jobs that don’t require 
higher education. According to the results of the 2018 PISA exams, however, the average Swiss student was about 
9.6 points higher in their scores per test in the main parts of their education than the total test mean. While their 
test grades have followed their downward trend in past years, their mathematics and science scores were still above 
average. 
State of Mental Health Care:  The country of Switzerland has an exclusive private health insurance system, which 
residents can choose from 58 different companies. It is known for developing a mental health care system that 
ensures appropriate services for its patients while also being affordable. According to rankings of the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development, the Swiss healthcare system is among the highest performers on many 
quality measures. Mental health is mainly provided by public hospitals, state psychiatric hospitals, private 
psychiatric hospitals, and residential facilities. The number of hospitals is increasing in Switzerland but the number 
of patients has been stable for the past few years. The costs of psychiatric disorders are lower in Switzerland than 
in the US. For example, the one-month worth of supply of 10 mg of escitalopram will cost the patient approximately 
$50 for the brand-name drug, with a copay of $10. The generic medication will cost about $20, with a $2 copay. In 
the United States, however, the same drug can cost the patient around $250 for the brand-name drug and $120 for 
the generic. Overall Switzerland's mental healthcare system is known for being the most helpful for its residents for 
a multitude of reasons that include cost, appropriate mental health services, and high numbers of mental healthcare 
providers as well as facilities. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Switzerland is a member of the ODIHR, the office to which many countries submit 
hate crime data, however many times they lack data on motives for hate crimes. Additionally, many times hate 
crimes are not recorded by the courts, with prosecutions not reported at all. The only provisions against hate crimes 
are Article 261, which protects against forms of racial discrimination, and Article 261 bis 278, which protects 
against discrimination in senses of degradation, public attack, defense of tragedy, or refusal of service, punishable 
by monetary sentence or custodial sentence. Despite this, hate crimes have increased dramatically since 2017, 
nearly doubling from 179 to 312. Even still, with 415,008 crimes in Switzerland in 2021, then only nearly 0.25% of 
crimes are hate crimes. With the population in Switzerland, over 8 million, their crime rate of 0.54 is shockingly low, 
one of the lowest in the world. Despite the high increase in hate crimes, Switzerland  Among hate crimes the vast 
majority are attacks against people, followed by threats and property attacks. A large quantity of hate crimes is 
against members of the LGBTQ community, followed by racist and xenophobic attacks. 



The Republic of Indonesia  
Delegation: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge  

 
 
Capital City: Jakarta  Location: Southeast Asia         Population: 273800 
Country’s Leader: President Joko Widodo 
Form of Government: Republic  
Official Language: Indonesian    Other Languages: Javanese, Sundanese  
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Miniya Malone, Julia Brinker    

Percent Children in Poverty: 63.2% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 14.3% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Data not available 
Children’s Health, Education:      One problem that significantly affects the health of children in Indonesia is air 
pollution. Over 90% of Indonesia’s population lives in areas that exceed the average particulate pollution level 
according to the World Health Organization guidelines. The elderly and children are the most vulnerable to these 
impacts, with a reported over 4000 children dying from air-pollution-related causes every year. Because children’s 
brains and lungs are not fully developed they have less natural protection against harmful particulate matter, 
increasing their likelihood of developing health problems such as lung disease and cardiovascular disease later in 
life. Recently UNICEF Indonesia released evidence that points to air pollution as a cause of lifelong physical and 
cognitive damage to children. This coupled with the fact that air pollution is now a leading cause of death in children 
under age 5 shows just how severe increasing rates of air pollution have become for Indonesian children. Access to 
education is also an issue that children in Indonesia face, specifically children of lower socioeconomic status. 
Around 4.3 million children aged 7-18 are out of school in Indonesia. This is in part due to the fact that almost half 
of Indonesia’s population lives in rural and remote areas, making education out of reach how many children. 
Additionally, even children that do make it into the school system find it difficult to proceed to higher levels of 
education due to the sometimes poor standards of education.  
  
State of Mental Health Care:      The state of mental health care in Indonesia is very poor due to a lack of 
professionals, low funding, lack of knowledge, and difficult access to care, especially in rural areas, all while rates of 
common mental disorders are rapidly rising, as they have been accelerated by the pandemic. Despite the passing of 
the 2014 Mental Health Act, mandating every province to have at least one mental hospital, mental health still 
remains a low priority in Indonesia, and the Indonesian mental health system falls behind as compared to its 
neighboring countries. In fact, despite the Mental Health Act, seven Indonesian provinces still do not have a mental 
health hospital, highlighting the fact that access to mental health services is not evenly distributed. The majority of 
national mental health expenditures in Indonesia are directed toward mental hospitals, which increase rates of 
confinement, posing a human rights challenge, and leading to high rates of re-confinement due to a lack of care 
outside health care facilities. This lack of care can be attributed to Indonesia’s strong cultural and religious values, 
which cause stigma around the topic of mental health. All in all, urgent responses are needed to address these 
issues.  
  
Policies to Protect Minorities:      While Indonesia does not have any specific policies to protect its religious 
minorities, freedom of religion and the right to worship is protected under the Constitution. However, citizens must 
agree to restrictions established by law under local governments, some of which restrict the religious observances 
of religious minorities. For example, some provinces ban Shia and Ahmadi Islamic practices. Sunni Muslim practices 
continue to be practiced and legally enforced in Indonesia, despite the risk of encroaching on freedom of religion 
and freedom of expression. However, the Ministry of Religious Affairs extends official recognition and support to 
six religious groups: Islam, Catholicism, Protestantism, Buddism, Hinduism, and Confucianism.  
  
 



The Russian Federation 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 

 
 
Capital City: Moscow  Location:  Eastern Europe/Asia        Population: 143000000 
Country’s Leader: Vladimir Putin 
Form of Government: Authoritarian dictatorship (officially a federal republic) 
Official Language: Russian    Other Languages: Tatar, Chuvash, Chechen, Belarusian 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Hayden Singh, Ethan Ott    

Percent Children in Poverty: 13% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Up to 30% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 833 or 0.06 per 10,000 people. 
Children’s Health, Education: Secondary school is compulsory and over 60% of Russians go on to receive a tertiary 
education. Furthermore, primary education is provided by the state and literacy levels are near 100%. Russia’s youth 
is prepared for the challenges of the modern world and are increasingly independent from needing help from the 
state, compared to other young people of the western world. Our children have abundant opportunities to enhance 
the greatness of the Russian Federation. 
State of Mental Health Care: While the Russian government funds psychiatric hospitals and provides quality mental 
health care for its citizens, most of that work is done by the Russian people themselves. However, Western 
influences through social media and the internet are hurting young people in Russia. Currently, the Russian 
Federation is working to culturally support its young people through traditional means like the Russian Orthodox 
Church and encouraging strong family values.  
 Over the last ten years, suicide rates have plummeted from the levels they were during the period of perestroika 
from 82.2 per 100,000 people to only 37.2 in 2020. This is likely due to the unwavering support of Patriarch Kirill 
who has promoted spiritual methods for fighting mental illness and encouraged Church care for mentally ill people 
as well as the youth. As Russia’s people rise through higher birth rates and levels of contentment, mental health 
issues will dissipate.  
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Russia prides itself on respecting the sovereignty of minority groups that accept the 
paternalistic influence of the wiser Russian government over their affairs. Chechen leader Kadyrov embodies this by 
accepting Putin’s rule and renouncing the separatist politics of his father. The 7% threshold for a party to be 
represented in the Duma also allows for minorities to have representatives in the legislature. However, minority 
groups like Jews, non-Orthodox Christians, and Muslims are often agents of foreign governments seeking to 
destabilize the Moscow government. When these agents are persecuted as terrorists, it is not suppression of 
minorities but a campaign of national security. Everyone residing within Russian borders is entitled to constitutional 
safety but must keep in mind the interests of a nation over the individual.  
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Mia Pulliam, Maggie King   
Censorship: Under article 29 of the constitution, Russian citizens and media are guaranteed freedom of speech. 
Federal law #31-FZ however allows for punishing traitors against the state and misinformation about Ukraine to 
maintain reasonable security.  
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Afghan Opium and Heroin are frequently smuggled into Russia through Central Asian 
countries. Russia is a transit country for cocaine from South America 
Infant Mortality Rate: The infant mortality rate in Russia is 6.4 per 1000 births, or 0.64%. 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: The Kremlin signed the Sovereign Internet Law in 2019 which amended and 
built upon prior digital safety acts relating to safety in the digital sphere. 
  It aims to protect the country in the event of a cyberattack and aims to protect individual citizens from unreliable 
information that is spread with the intent to harm and disrupt citizens’ health, property, and public order.  
  More recently, the country has decided to block access to Tor. Tor is an open-source network that allows users to 
retain anonymity. Although it has some valid uses, it is most widely associated with the dark web, since a majority 
of the access to the dark web and its illicit uses are only accessible via this network, which therefore poses a threat 
to Russian citizens. This decision has been harshly and incorrectly labeled as a move to censor citizens, but in fact 
does the opposite by ensuring their online safety.  
  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: 179,000 recorded incidents of illegal drug trafficking offenses in 2021 
  State program Combating Illegal Drug Trafficking was created to try to stop illegal drug trafficking and coordinate 
the counter-drug operations of federal agencies in Russian regions.  



 Federal law On Amendments to Article 232 of the Criminal Code and it aimed to improve the detection and 
investigations of crimes to the establishment of places for drug consumption, psychotropic substances and their 
analogues. Shall be punishable by deprivation of liberty for a term of up to four years. If the same act is committed 
by an organized group, it shall be punishable by deprivation of liberty for a term of three to seven years.  
  Article 228. Illegal Making, Acquisition, Storage, Transportation, Sending, or Sale of Narcotic Drugs or 
Psychotropic Substances. And is punishable by deprivation of liberty for a term of four to eight years. If the same 
act is committed by a group of persons in a preliminary conspiracy, on a large scale, or  in respect of a known minor 
by a person who has reached the age of 18 years. It shall be punishable by deprivation of liberty for a term of five 
to 12 years with or without a fine in the amount of up to 500 thousand roubles or in the amount of the wage or 
salary, or any other income of the convicted person for a period of up to three years. Also if the deeds are 
committed by an organized group, by a person through his official position, person under the age of 14, on a 
especially large scale. Shall be punishable by the deprivation of a term of eight to 20 years with or without a fine in 
the amount of up to one million rubles or in the amount of the wage or salary, or any other income of the convicted 
person for a period of up to five years. 
  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: Russia actively ensures quality reproductive and sexual health and 
breaks down any possible barriers due to these fundamental protections:  
  Healthcare in Russia’s state/municipal centers are free of charge, and NGOs such as the Russian Family Planning 
Association (RFPA) also assist families in the area of reproductive health.  
 The Fundamentals of the Russian constitution guarantee the right of medical assistance to all, and guarantees 
protection of motherhood and childhood. These rights include free advice relating to family planning, genetic 
diagnostics, and the choice to legally terminate a pregnancy up to 12 weeks.  
 Abortions performed at any stage due to medical reasons/health of the mother is legal, and is also deemed legal up 
to 22 weeks if a woman proclaims any of the following social issues: Illness, death, imprisonment, or unemployment 
of their partner, criminal origin of pregnancy (rape), woman’s status as a migrant/forced migrant, parent of three or 
more children, and income below the poverty line.  
 Education: elements of reproductive education such as reproductive anatomy, pregnancy and birth, STDs, and 
productive parenting are integrated into existing biology and science curriculums.  
 Russia has strong values and goals towards involving more women in politics and public policy organizations and 
has expressed these ideas for decades, beginning with decrees in the mid 1990s. These also expressed a want to 
protect sexual and reproductive health for all: 
 Just one example is the “Proposal on the improvement of Position of Women in the Russian Federation” (1996) 
which addresses a general framework of state policy aimed at both promoting the professional and economic status 
of women and reducing violence against women.  
 There are more that 650 NGOs at federal and regional levels with a focus on women's rights who work alongside 
the federation to improve the economic and personal wellbeing of women.  
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Carter McLean, Ramsey Claire Greene   
Military Capability: 850,000 active-duty troops, 265 active naval vessels (including 1 aircraft carrier and 11 
nuclear submarines), 3,829 aircraft 
Major Allies/Treaties: Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) with former Soviet-influenced states, Iran: 
Similar regime goals and weapons supplier, Shanghai Cooperation Organization: Between China and smaller Eurasian 
countries to cooperate economically and militarily  
Major Disputes: Syria: Supports al-Assad regime against various rebel groups, Ukraine: Annexed Crimean Peninsula 
from Ukraine in 2014 and invaded again in 2022 in a campaign of liberation, Japan: Claims four of the Kuril Islands  
Greece’s Economic Situation: Prior to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Greece’s economic downturn damaged the EU, 
which was Russia’s major trading partner. However, recent EU sanctions and support for Ukraine mean that Russia 
is now seeking economic partners outside of the Eurozone. In the 1990s and up to 2011, Greece and Russia had 
favorable public opinions of each other and were considering building a gas pipeline to each other through Turkey. 
Because it has historic ties to Russia through Orthodox Christian religion and Byzantine culture, it is natural that 
Moscow should intercede on the behalf of Greece through mutually beneficial financial arrangements. 
  
 The current situation in the EU is actively hurting both Russia and Greece. By leaving the euro and adopting a more 
competitive currency, Greece can trade more with Russia and aid both countries’ economies (Russia may be willing 
to forgive Greece’s support of Ukraine if it distances itself from European demands). Greece can also acquire oil and 
gas at better rates than the rest of Europe that is participating in the embargo against Russia. Greek PM Kyriakos 
Mistotakis claims that Greece wants to reduce their dependence on Russian oil and gas, but record levels of Russian 
oil imports there indicate otherwise. Opening up Greece as a new Balkan trading partner and oil consumer could 
pave the way for an increased Russian presence in the area and an abandonment of European policies that only 
exacerbate problems in the two countries.  
  
Nuclear Weapons: Russia possesses 5,977 nuclear warheads, the most reported of any country in the world. 
Traditionally, Russia has wanted to avoid a nuclear conflict by only adopting defensive plans for nuclear strikes if 
one is initiated by NATO. During the 2014 annexation of Crimea, it is widely agreed that Russia adhered to this 
doctrine by declining to move nuclear warheads to prep sites, meaning they neither feared nor wanted to risk 



nuclear engagements. What qualifies as NATO initiating a nuclear war used to be a nuclear strike, but since 2018 
Putin has stated that any attack on Russia (nuclear or conventional) warrants a nuclear response. It is unclear if this 
is official policy or simply dramatic rhetoric by Putin. Russia is willing to work with the US to some extent in 
preventing “third” countries like those in the Middle East from gaining nuclear weapons, but the two states are 
diverging more and more especially after the USA’s unwillingness to accept the CBTB ban on nuclear testing.  
  
 In 2018, the American Nuclear Posture Review stated that the USA was developing low-yield “tactical” nuclear 
warheads for small scale conflicts. Russia has threatened similar developments in its current war with Ukraine. Both 
the USA and Russia are opposed to reducing the total number of nuclear weapons because mutually assured 
destruction is a better deterrent to a war between NATO and Russia. Additionally, a high number of nukes makes 
Russia more important in global affairs as its importance in other fields is declining.  
  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is primarily motivated by Vladimir Putin. Geopolitically, having 
Ukraine as an independent buffer state between Russia and NATO is logical, but all Ukrainian sympathies for Russia 
ended in the early 2000s when Russian ally Yanukovych was not elected president and Russia annexed Crimea in 
2014. Now Russia wants direct control over Ukraine and most of the public follows along with the Kremlin’s rhetoric 
that Ukraine is culturally connected to Moscow and needs to be liberated from Western influence. Other reasons for 
invasion in 2022 include Ukraine’s poorly maintained gas pipeline to Europe, its government being tainted by 
Nazism following WWII, and Putin’s desired reconstitution of the former Soviet Union. Additionally, Russia justifies 
its invasion because Crimea voted to join Russia in 2014 and the occupied territories of Donetsk, Luhansk, 
Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson want to as well with up to 98% approval.  
  
 On February 24, 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine through Crimea and from the East. Most of the army was mobilized 
for this, as were elements of the military contractor Wagner Group. Russia was supported in this by its ally Belarus 
who helped with troop training and mobilization. Russia continues to make threats to NATO about using low-yield 
nuclear weapons in Ukraine as their invasion slows in momentum, but this is unlikely to happen. 
  



Uganda 
Delegation: Benjamin Franklin High School 

 
 
Capital City: Kampala  Location: East Africa        Population: 49468889 
Country’s Leader: Yoweri Museveni 
Form of Government: Presidential republic 
Official Language: Swahili, English    Other Languages: Indigenous languages such as Bantu, Luganda, and Central 
Sudanic 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Harley Berry     
Percent Children in Poverty: 55% 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 35% 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Unknown 
Children’s Health, Education: There are quite a few health risks affecting children in Uganda. HIV/AIDS are one of 
the leading issues that many children receive via mother-to-child transmission. Malnutrition is also pervasive in 
Uganda, resulting in about a third of Ugandan kids being stunted and many developing anemia. In addition, many 
children in Uganda die from diseases that could be prevented by vaccines, due to lack of availability. Struggles with 
education are also very prevalent and there’s a lot of inequity in the system, where poorer children have less access 
to quality education and typically show lower literacy rates.  
  
State of Mental Health Care: Mental health is a major issue in Uganda but it’s not prioritized in the way it should 
be. Depression and anxiety disorders are common and often lead to suicide attempts when not properly addressed. 
Covid-19 only exacerbated these problems as people faced increased isolation, trauma, and destabilization. 
Unfortunately, the primary care system in Uganda doesn’t have adequate resources or funding to handle the 
widespread mental health concerns. The practicing psychiatrists and therapists are mainly located in urban areas 
and are only accessible to wealthy clients, so the majority of the Ugandan population has nowhere to turn. 
Furthermore, speaking about mental health is taboo in a lot of social settings. 
Policies to Protect Minorities:  It seems that Uganda has a long way to go in protecting minorities. The 1995 
Constitution states “minorities have a right to participate in decision-making processes and their views and 
interests shall be taken into account in the making of national plans and programmes,” yet ethnic and religious 
minorities, as well as members of the LGBTQ+ community are frequently subject to discrimination. On average, 
minority ethnic groups are more likely to face poverty, illiteracy, and inequity when it comes to healthcare and 
education. Anti-gay and transphobic viewpoints are very commonly held and the government itself is systematically 
homophobic (gay relationships are still illegal). However, there has been some progress for women’s rights: The 
Succession Bill was passed in 2021 which addresses historical gender inequality in inheritance land rights and the 
Domestic Violence Act was established in 2010. These laws have helped quite a bit, but there are still high levels of 
physical/sexual abuse and bias when it comes to gender in Uganda. 
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Lena Hoover, Sophie Longwitz   
Censorship: Uganda’s censorship score is 50/100 in terms of Freedom of the Internet, so they are “partly free.” In 
April 2021, the government imposed a new 12 percent tax on internet data, sharply increasing the cost of internet 
access; in addition: several arrests a 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis, cocaine, alcohol (underage consumption), kuber (smokeless tobacco), and 
heroin 
Infant Mortality Rate: 31 (deaths per 1000 live births) 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: Uganda doesn’t have many policies to protect human rights in the digital 
sphere. The Computer Misuse Act was established in 2022, and although a Ugandan court recently overturned a 
section of the law that was seen as a direct violation of freedom of speech, the act still heavily restricts online 
freedom of expression. It mainly aims to silence and harshly punish people who speak out against the government 
and the president, Yoweri Museveni. In recent years, the Ugandan government has also shut down internet access 
and blocked social media sites prior to presidential elections. These are clear attempts to manipulate public 
discourse surrounding the political climate and Museveni refuses to admit any wrongdoing.  
Drug Policy, Trafficking: In 2016, the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act was passed, which further 
criminalized the possession and trafficking of drugs. There’s also the National Drug Policy and Authority Act which 
was most recently updated in 2015, but is more focused on expanding accessibility of drugs in a medical 
sense/ensuring that such drugs are used appropriately. There’s still a lot of corruption in the Ugandan government 
which complicates responses to drug trafficking (sometimes bribery to ignore criminal activity occurs). The drug 



trade does stimulate the Ugandan economy as well, but it tends to create a false sense of prosperity because the 
money doesn’t contribute to infrastructure or the country’s development.  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers:  Uganda has some serious gaps as it relates to quality 
sexual/reproductive health services. Adolescents and poor people are disproportionately affected by these barriers. 
An estimated 648,000 women aged 15–19 in Uganda are sexually active and do not want a child in the next two 
years, yet the majority of these women have an unmet need for contraception. As a result, unintended pregnancies 
run rampant. There’s also a lack of quality maternity care which contributes to the high infant mortality rate. Rising 
rates of STIs and sexual violence often go unaddressed because of negative stigma, lack of resources, and lack of 
information on the services that do exist (like Reproductive Health Uganda, a volunteer-run organization with 
branches throughout the country). These barriers can be combated with more comprehensive sexual education at 
schools, contraception programs, and a shift in the mindset surrounding sexual and reproductive health.  
  
 



Ukraine 
Delegation: LSU Lab School 

 
 
Capital City: Kyiv  Location: Eastern Europe         Population: 43528136 
Country’s Leader: Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
Form of Government: semi-presidential republic 
Official Language: Ukrainian    Other Languages: Russian 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Molly Bush, Sophia Ray    

Percent Children in Poverty: 40% of country’s impoverished population is children, 1.1% of population below 
poverty line 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 30% of population 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: 203 in 2020 
Children’s Health, Education: War against Russia, less than 60% of schools deemed safe due to war, only 300 
students per school due to bomb shelter capacities (14% of pre-war capacity), UNICEF aiding in formal and non-
formal education and mental health support for children, online learning available for Ukrainian refugees. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: New mental health service model in 2021 Community Mental Health Teams with the 
WHO, 65 CMHT’s created as of February of 2022, video calls for safe support, reports of shortages of psychotropic 
medicines due to damaged infrastructure/ supply chains 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: Since revolution in 2014, Ukrainian government radically changed minority policy, 
which was previously advancing towards supporting them, to restricting ethnic minorities in using and studying their 
native language, only indigenous peoples have rights to their languages but the definition of indigenous people is 
highly discriminatory against Bulgarians, Hungarians, Romanians, Poles, and especially Russians, little to no 
consequences for hate crimes and speech towards ethnic minorities,  
  
 

 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Holden Martin, Max Tsolakis   
Military Capability: 246,445 with 195,626 uniformed personnel with around 1 million reserves 
Major Allies/Treaties: United States, Germany, Poland, in 1997, Ukraine and Belarus signed a boundary delimitation 
treatyUkraine is an EU candidate country whose satisfactory completion of accession criteria is required before 
being granted full EU membership; 
Major Disputes: We are fighting Russia, Belarus and Syria. R 
Greece’s Economic Situation: The financial situation hurts Ukraine because we need the money to support our war 
effort. First we need to defeat Russia, get corruption out, recovery first. 
Nuclear Weapons: We have no nuclear weapons. We have joined the non-proliferation treaty. 
  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Russia is waging an unprovoked and unjust war in Ukraine. We are fighting to protect our 
sovereignty. Considering we are Ukraine and are being invaded by Russia, we are completely involved and need 
changes. 
  



United Arab Emirates 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

 
 
Capital City: Abu Dhabi  Location: Middle East, SE of Arabian Peninsula        Population: 9915803 
Country’s Leader: Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
Form of Government: framework of a federal presidential elective constitutional monarchy (federation of absolute 
monarchies) 
Official Language: Arabic    Other Languages: English, Hindi, Malayalam, Urdu, Pashto, Tagalog, and Persian 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Jenny Dwyer, Zoe Boudreaux    

Percent Children in Poverty: The government does not release official data, so it is unknown the exact percentage 
of children in poverty. It is estimated that 19.5% of the population is below the poverty line. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: At least 57% of people have suffered from at least one 
mental health disorder in 2020. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: While a total estimate is not available, hate crimes in the UAE range from discrimination 
against stateless people to women to LGBTQ+ people. Stateless people born in the UAE were denied equal rights 
and Anti-LGBTQ+ legislation can lead to imprisonment. 
Children’s Health, Education: The most common ailments to children and adolescents in the UAE are oral diseases. 
The UAE has suboptimal levels of fluoride in tap and bottled water, which could contribute to these oral ailments. 
Another contributor could be the prevalence of people under 14 using tobacco. For Emiratis, education is free and 
compulsory in public schools, colleges and universities, though state run schools separate genders. Expatriate 
children are typically enrolled in private schools because the public schools use Arabic. 
State of Mental Health Care: Due to stigma against seeking treatment for mental health disorders, many people do 
not get diagnosed or receive help. The UAE Government is trying to address both mental health issues and the 
surrounding stigma using initiatives that grant Emiratis and expatriates access to mental health services and 
support. While significant advances have been made in scientific treatment of mental illnesses, progress has been 
slow in the UAE. Some of these initiatives include digital resources and lectures for mental health awareness 
produced by the Ministry of Health and Prevention. The Abu Dhabi Public Health Centre provides a non-emergency 
free crisis number for psychological health and the Federal Authority for Government Human Resources created the 
Employees Assistance Program, which gives federal government employees access to social and psychological 
support. 
Policies to Protect Minorities: Yes, Law No. 2 of 2015 protects the beliefs of both believers and nonbelievers and 
aims to safeguard people regardless of their origin, beliefs or race, against acts that promote religious hate and 
intolerance. Article 4 of the UAE Labor Law prohibits forced labor and discrimination on the basis of gender, race, 
color, sex, religion, national or social origin or disability. Despite the penalties associated with breaking these laws, 
many employers still discriminate in the hiring process. Workers in domestic fields, which are typically women, were 
not included in the Labor Law, leaving them vulnerable to abuses. In terms of gender equality, the Constitution of 
the UAE guarantees equal rights for both genders. Despite this constitutional equality, women are still vulnerable to 
not only violence in the form of discipline by male relatives, but also rape by their spouse. 
 

 



United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Delegation: Captain Shreve High School 

 
 
Capital City: London  Location: Europe        Population: 67791400 
Country’s Leader: Rishi Sunak 
Form of Government: Constitutional Monarchy 
Official Language: English    Other Languages: Scottish Gaelic, Welsh, Irish Gaelic, and Cornish 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Claire Rogers, Ryleigh Cram    

Percent Children in Poverty: 27% of children live in poverty 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: 25% of the population is diagnosed with mental health 
disorders. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Last year the United Kingdom had 163,641 reported hate crimes. 155,841 of those hate 
crimes occurred in Wales and England. This is a 26% increase from 2021. The majority of these hate crimes were 
racially motivated.This dramatic increase in recoded hate c 
Children’s Health, Education: Overall the health of children in the United Kingdom is fairly good there are still a 
couple concerns. One major issue that the UK is struggling with is obesity in children. On average 22% of children 
ages 4-5 are either obese or overweight, and about 37% of children ages 10-11 are obese or overweight. Another 
issue that the UK had been concerned about is the infant mortality rate. The country's mortality rate has decreased 
over the last 40 years, but progress has recently slowed down. The infant mortality rate has been at 3.9 deaths per 
1,000 births. Around 30% of children in the UK live in a state of poverty which can greatly affect there health. Free 
education is provided to all children ages 5-16 , where at the age of 16 students can finish school or continue their 
studies for 2 more years.  
State of Mental Health Care: In the United Kingdom, mental illness is quite common and the awareness of this has 
improved drastically. However, there is still a strong stigma about this topic. Therefore, people with mental health 
problems will often keep it a secret that they are seeing a psychiatrist to avoid discrimination. Mental health care is 
free for everyone, no matter their income. The National Health Service (NHS) was formed by the government in 1948 
to supply free, quality health care. In the UK, patients must be referred to a psychiatrist by their general 
practitioners, they cannot refer themselves. Treatment can be administered online or in-person. Normally, if a 
person is needing to be put in a mental health institution, there is a wait-list because of the overcrowding and short 
staff. On average, 1.5 million people are waiting for treatment, but a tenth of the psychiatrist positions are not 
filled. This results in some patients having to wait 18 weeks or longer for treatment.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: In the United Kingdom, the Equality Act of 2010 was put in place to act as a shield 
to protect individuals against discrimination in the workplace and society. It replaced anti-discrimination laws with a 
single act. The act strengthened protection in situations and made the law easier for people to understand. Racial 
discrimination has no place in any community of the UK. The government and community are constantly trying to 
find solutions to eliminate discrimination. In the UK, discrimination does not go unchallenged and will be penalized.  
The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) monitors human rights, fights discrimination, and protects 
equality.   
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Lana Intrchoodech , Charlie Vosburg   
Censorship: Censorship is not a major issue in the UK. But there are some policies that do take down things that 
are seen as harmful content like child pornography 
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Cannabis, powder cocaine, MDMA, ketamine, and amphetamine  
Infant Mortality Rate: 3.422 deaths/1000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital:  The UK has policies in place to protect human rights in the digital sphere like 
the Online Safety Bill. This bill increases user safety online, preserves freedom of speech online, and improve the 
ability to spot illegal activity online. This bill is still evolving with the most recent amendment being on February 6, 
2023. The UK is also working hard to ensure people’s internet privacy. They are only looking to survey criminals’ 
internet doings. Some of the key things the UK strived to protect in writing this bill are online abuse, widespread 
illegal content online, and disinformation. This UK is also trying to protect children from being exploited online. 
Drug Policy, Trafficking: In the UK, if you are caught possessing illegal drugs you will be faced with a charge. The 
severity of the charge will depend on the factors like the class and quality of the drug, where you were found with 
the drug, and personal history. If found supplying drugs, the punishment will be more severe. If found in possession 
of drugs, you can face up to 7 years in prison, an unlimited fine, or both. If found producing drugs, you can face life 
in prison, an unlimited fine, or both. The UK does not benefit from the drug trafficking industry.    



Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: •In Northern Ireland, there are barriers that make abortion almost 
completely banned. Some of the detriments this causes to women is the need to travel outside of Northern Ireland. 
Sometimes abortion is needed, but the women do not have the means to travel to get it done. This can do many 
things to hurt the woman and the baby. Also, there is a lack of legally  mandated sexual education. This will hinder 
young people especially because the media is promoting sexual activities. Lack of education can hinder these young 
people because they will not know the right precautions to take in order to be safe. 
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Emma Grace McInnis, Teresa Franks    
Military Capability: There are currently approximately 153,000 military forces in the United Kingdom, with 40,000 
reserves on active duty 
Major Allies/Treaties: United States, France, Germany (NATO) 
Major Disputes: U.S.- UK: trade dispute on certain aircraft manufacturers was not consistent with WTO rules. UK-
U.S. dispute Uk filed through the World Trade Organization (WTO) about payments from the U.S. to the U.S. 
producers of aircrafts that is claimed to be not w 
Greece’s Economic Situation: Greece’s economic system impacts the UK because it could cause shockwaves from 
any type of escalation in the eurozone crisis. The Bank of England has been working with the Treasury, Financial 
Conduct Authority, and European counterparts on ways to tackle the Greece financial crisis. Because of the crisis 
the Bank of England is worried investors are going to reconsider their investments in the bank, which could lead to 
liquidity problems, which could lead to hardships when trying to buy or sell financial products. Currently no issues 
have arisen but it may arise again if the issues aren't taken care of. The UK plans to redesign the post Bre-eexit 
framework to help build a more robust global financial system. 
Nuclear Weapons: The UK has been a nuclear weapon state since 1952 with a nuclear stockpile of 225 warheads. 
The UK has adopted the policy of minimum credible nuclear deterrence. Also, the UK has adopted the “no first use” 
policy. The UK has taken many steps of disarmament in support of the NPT since the Cold War. The only weapon 
that the UK has not withdrawn is the submarine-launched trident system. 
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: The United Kingdom is an ally of Ukraine in the Russian-Ukraine conflict. One way that 
the UK is helping Ukraine is financially. In 2022, the UK gave 2.3 million dollars to assist Ukraine, and has promised 
to match that amount in 2023. Also, the UK is holding training programs for Ukrainians to learn how to fight. The 
UK is also helping deliver humanitarian aid, non-lethal aid as well as lethal aid. NATO (alliance the UK has with other 
countries) has been helping coordinate requests for help from the Ukrainian government. Nato has also agreed that 
they will provide long-term assistance for Ukraine. 



United States of America 
Delegation: St. Joseph's Academy 

 
 
Capital City: Washington D.C.  Location: North America        Population: 337341954 
Country’s Leader: Joe Biden 
Form of Government: Constitutional Federal Republic 
Official Language: N/A    Other Languages: English (78.2%), Spanish (13.4%), Chinese (1.1%) 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Lola Avery, Margaret Johnson    

Percent Children in Poverty: In the United States, 16.9% percent of residents under the age of 18 live in poverty.  
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: In the United States, 21.0% of adults, or those 18 years of 
age or older, struggle with a diagnosed mental illness.  
Hate Crimes Last Yr: As no statistics have yet to be released regarding the crime rates of 2022, most recent 
statistics suggest that 8673 hate crimes were committed in 2021. This statistic is a combined analysis that 
includes those crimes committed against both individual peo 
Children’s Health, Education: Of children’s health concerns in the United States, childhood obesity remains a 
growing concern. Childhood obesity can be tied to many direct or indirect factors, including prenatal factors, such as 
whether or not a child was breastfed, is allowed proper sleep conditions, and rapid weight gain. Other children’s 
health concerns include mental health disorders, including, but not limited to, excessive anxiety, depression, and 
disordered eating. Concerning the United States’ Department of Education, legal, residential children have the option 
to attend tax-funded public schools. The public school system allows students to attend Pre-Kindergarten through 
Twelfth grade and provides several financial aid opportunities across the country to attend public colleges and 
universities. The U.S. Department of Education promotes initiatives to improve early learning, increase access to 
education, make improvements in the education workforce, and develop high-quality state programs, and will 
support any resolutions that speak to the objectives of the United States of America.    
State of Mental Health Care: The Health Resources and Services Administration’s (HRSA) Title VII discloses 
information regarding mental health programs in the United States. However, most professional help/counseling is 
covered by individualized, private healthcare providers. The United States’ mental healthcare system offers a Suicide 
Hotline, Veteran Crisis Line, and Disaster Distress Helpline, and anyone insured by a private healthcare provider is 
financially supported with resources to improve their mental and physical well-being. Through public and private 
resources, individuals can learn how to cope with mental health struggles, join support groups, and seek 
professional counseling. Our government is constantly working towards improving the quality of life for Americans, 
striving to provide uplifting environments and accessible resources. However, in an age of modern connection, 
humans are facing more threats to physical and mental prosperity. While 20.78% of adults in the United States 
report feeling burdened by disordered mental patterns, they are among the most willing adults to seek professional 
help. The United States has some of the highest youth mental health struggles, with 1 in 10 in children experiencing 
debilitating depression. The United States of America will support resolutions that serve to positively impact the 
mental health of both American citizens, as well as members of the global community.  
Policies to Protect Minorities: In the United States of America, there are numerous laws and regulations instituted 
to protect the rights and safety of minorities. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits any discrimination on the basis 
of race, sex, religious affiliation, national origin, etc. Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 specifically prevents 
employers from making employment decisions on race, ethnicity, sex, or religious grounds. The Civil Rights Act of 
1991 amends and strengthens civil rights laws in the United States and allows the payment of damages to those 
who have experienced discrimination in their places of work. These regulations are effective in supporting the 
equality of American citizens. The United States will support any resolution that encourages equal rights and 
protects minorities at risk of persecution.   
 

Eco/Soc 
Student Ambassadors: Sela Alwood, Andi Hayes   
Censorship: Censorship is strongly discouraged as the US stresses freedom of speech and press, but most of the 
news in the United States is distributed through private companies who have the right to restrict their content.   
Most Prevalent Illegal Drugs: Marijuana, Cocaine, LSD, Ecstasy, Methamphetamine, Heroin, Fentanyl   
Infant Mortality Rate: 5.547 deaths per 1000 live births 
Human Rights Protections, Digital: The first amendment of the United States Constitution defends the freedom of 
expression and speech in all forms, including in the digital and internet sphere. We do not support censorship online 
due to our strong support of freedom of opinion and expression but do support the protection of minors on the 
internet with regards to obscenity and the exposure of minors to obscene material. We support the protection and 
privacy of user personal data. The US supports freedom of speech and press but respects the rights of private 



entities to censor and restrict content that violates user guidelines on a case-by-case basis. We will support 
resolutions that defend access to open and operable digital space and combat the unlawful surveillance of citizens 
online, government-induced online shutdowns, and internet abuses and harassment.   
Drug Policy, Trafficking: Current drug policy in the United States is regulated by multiple agencies such as the Drug 
Enforcement Agency (DEA) and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and though there are federal standards still 
varies state by state. The American government regulates the buying and selling of legal drugs and prescriptions 
and there have been moves as of recently to decriminalize illegal drugs both federally and in state governments 
including recent acts by current President Joe Biden in support of drug decriminalization especially for marijuana. 
The United States does not directly benefit from drug trafficking and publicly speaks against it, though the 
trafficking of drugs through the southern border with Mexico and south America is a concern. In recent American 
history, a political strategy known as the ‘war on drugs’ (referencing a heavy-handed approach to combating illegal 
drugs and drug trafficking) was used. The majority of Americans view this as a failure and are optimistic about new 
approaches.  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Barriers: The United States does not currently require or regulate sexual and 
reproductive health education, leaving content requirement or necessity of the courses in general up to the states. 
38 states and the District of Colombia mandate some form of sexual and/or HIV education be taught, with 2 of 
those states only requiring sexual education and 11 of those states only requiring HIV education.   40 states and 
D.C. mandate the involvement of the students’ parents by the school district in sexual and/or HIV education, 
although 35 states and D.C. allow for parents to select an “opt-out” option. With regards to content regulations per 
state, abstinence is most prevalently taught about in 39 states and D.C., with 29 of those states requiring that 
abstinence be stressed, while 20 states and D.C. also require information of contraceptives to be provided. In 
addition, 26 states and D.C. require the education to be generally “age appropriate”; 17 states mandate the content 
to be medically accurate; 10 states and D.C. require the content to be culturally appropriate; and 4 states require 
the content to be religiously unbiased. We believe that sexual education should be left up to individual countries. We 
will support resolutions that do not mandate but offer sexual and reproductive health education while leaving the 
content requirements up to individual countries but encourage stressing the importance of abstinence and parental 
involvement.   
 

Security 
Student Ambassadors: Grace Dube, Maria Hargrave   
Military Capability: The USA has very high military capability with eight branches including a standing army, navy, 
and air force. Approximately 3.3% of the GDP goes towards the armed forces and there are about 1.39 million 
active-duty personnel.  
Major Allies/Treaties: North Atlantic Treaty (NATO), Israel (MNNA), India (major defense partner) 
Major Disputes: Armed conflict in Iraq and Syria; Strikes against militant groups in Somalia, Pakistan, Libya, and 
Yemen; Recent withdrawal from Afghanistan conflict  
Greece’s Economic Situation:  Greece’s economic situation does not directly affect the United States; however, if it 
continues to affect the European Union’s markets, the US may feel some of the repercussions. We also contribute to 
the International Monetary Fund which Greece has abused over the years. If the country were to default again, it 
would put several countries, including the USA, in an economic crisis. While our own economy is still healing after 
nationwide lockdowns nearly three years ago, there is a plan that is already set in motion. We will support 
resolutions that will not provide Greece with more loans they cannot repay but also bolsters their economy.    
Nuclear Weapons: The United States stockpile contains 3,750 warheads. Compared to the 22,217 warheads owned 
when the Berlin Wall fell, this is an 83% reduction. The US is also in the process of dismantling a portion of 
unneeded arms; an additional 2,000 warheads are out of service and planned to be dismantled.  
 We feel strongly that no country benefits from excessive arms and that non-proliferation leads to peace among 
nations. North Korea is actively stockpiling nuclear weapons and frequently testing these developments in a 
threatening manner. The US is working to negotiate a new framework to replace New START when it expires in 
2026. We will support any resolutions with the intention to dismantle unnecessary nuclear arms or negotiate 
peaceful outcomes.   
  
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: The United States maintains that Ukraine is an independent country separate from the 
Russian Federation. We have sent financial, humanitarian, and military aid to Ukraine as they fight off their invaders. 
To further discourage this behavior from Russia, we have also placed sanctions on the nation’s business and energy 
sectors. We feel this war is unnecessary, and Russia has committed severe crimes against humankind. We will 
support any resolutions that protect Ukraine’s independence.  



Uruguay  
Delegation: Benjamin Franklin High School 

 
 
Capital City: Montevideo  Location: South America        Population: 3400000 
Country’s Leader: Jose Mujica 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Official Language: Spanish    Other Languages: English, Italian 
 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Thar Htoo, Andrew Smith    

Percent Children in Poverty: 22.5%, according to Uruguay INE 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Around 5% (~5000, per 100,000 for both man and women) 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: Hate crimes on the basis of race or national origin are rare in Paraguay, being a rather 
ethnically homogenous country.  
Children’s Health, Education: In the 1992 revision to the constitution of Paraguay, there was a component that 
mandated that 20% of the governmental budget is to be allocated toward educational expenses. As for childhood 
health, infant mortality and under-five mortality rate is comparable to that of Mexico and other developing 
countries. 
  
State of Mental Health Care: Among countries in the same region, Paraguay suffers from high incidences of anxiety, 
difficulty sleeping, loneliness, and conflict/aggression. Paraguay lacks mental health integration in the public health 
sphere and decentralization of mental health authority. Though the incorporation of mobile mental health units are 
said to be lessening the gap in access between rural and urban communities to mental health resources. 
  
Policies to Protect Minorities: On the basis of sexual orientation, there are no proper safeguards to protect 
members of the LGBT community from endemic discrimination. Members of the indigenous community also face lack 
of access to proper healthcare, forced evictions, deforestation and man-made forest fires threatening the voluntary 
isolation of Ayoreo and Guarani groups 
  
 



Zimbabwe 
Delegation: Haynes Academy 

Capital City: Harare  Location: Southern Africa        Population: 15990000 
Country’s Leader: Emmerson Mnangagwa 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Official Language: Shona, Ndebele, English, Xhosa    Other Languages: N/A 

General Assembly 
Student Ambassadors: Anashe Gaseller, Neal Tandon    

Percent Children in Poverty: 61.3% of children in Zimbabwe live in poverty. 
Percent Pop. Diagnosed with Mental Health Disorder: Anxiety disorders affect 2.8% of Zimbabwe’s population and 
account for 4.0% of total years lived with disability. 
Hate Crimes Last Yr: There is no available data on hate crimes in Zimbabwe last year, but from 2012 to 2017 there 
was a total of 170 reported violations of rights for LGBTQIA individuals. 
Children’s Health, Education: There are a number of factors that affect the health and well-being of children in 
Zimbabwe. For one, the political turmoil of past years starting in the 2000s had borne violence that has affected 
many children, and those who have been so close to such violence were even, unfortunately, killed and many more 
left without supporting family members. Another factor that impacts child health is the past economic crisis. The 
increasing inflation and lack of good work lead many into poverty and some were left without the resources for food 
and basic needs. The children were one group most affected by this. Disease also impacts the children of Zimbabwe 
as Zimbabwe still remains one of the countries most affected by aids. On the note of education in earlier years 
because of the economic and political stresses, many teachers left or found other work outside of education in 
Zimbabwe, leading to schools being understaffed. Poverty and inaccessibility for the disabled prevent many young 
children from attending school. So while Zimbabwe has the majority of children of primary school age in school the 
earlier child and later adolescent ages are lagging behind in school attendance. 

State of Mental Health Care: In Zimbabwe, mental health facilities are free of charge in all government agencies due 
to recent restabilization in the economy. There are six public institutions with psychiatric beds and three facilities 
that provide forensic psychiatry services, which are not suitable for children or the elderly. There are also non-
governmental organizations that offer mental health support, such as the Zimbabwe National Association for Mental 
Health (ZIMNAMH). As far as legislation goes for mental health care, the Mental Health Act 1996 No. 15 safeguards 
the rights of a patient and emphasizes the institutionalization of those who are mentally ill.  There was also an 
extensive mental health training program provided for officers of the court between 2006 and 2008,  which focused 
on the right of offenders with mental disorders and led to a decline in the imprisonment of mentally ill people who 
were brought before courts for minor offenses. 

Policies to Protect Minorities: Zimbabwe has made much effort in recent years to improve the quality and 
protection of minority lives in Zimbabwe. Within the last decade or so Zimbabwe has made a large shift, especially 
regarding the smaller ethnic groups other than the Shona majority. Previously Zimbabwe did not recognize many of 
the languages of the smaller ethnic groups as languages of Zimbabwe, but now legislation has been passed to 
recognize them and include them in the curriculum officially. Furthermore, Zimbabwe has passed legislation 
regarding the protection of women, especially in the case of domestic abuse. However, in practice, it is hard to know 
how many cases go unheard and disregarded because of public attitudes and institutions to enforce the law. 
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Amendment Form

Resolution Number/Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Chamber: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Amendment Sponsor/Club: _________________________________________________ 

Line Affected: ___________________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed    Tabled 

Clerk: X____________________________________________________ 
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Chamber: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Amendment Sponsor/Club: _________________________________________________ 

Line Affected: ___________________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed    Tabled 

Clerk: X____________________________________________________ 
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