
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

State Board 
Model United Nations is a student‐led conference.  If you have any questions, please 
remember that your state officers are always ready to serve you.  Below is a listing of 
this year’s officers, their school and contact information. 

Office Name School Email address  
Secretary General   Savannah Cutliff Mandeville  savannahcutliff@gmail.com

Security Council PO  Selia Jindal BRMHS seliaej@gmail.com 

Security Council PO  Nathan Gunn  Mandeville ngunn2019@gmail.com 

Eco/Soc PO  Heaven Cauble  Mandeville  heaven.cauble@yahoo.com

Eco/Soc PO Aqib Zakaria Jesuit zakariaaqib@gmail.com

GA Blue PO  Adrija Bhattacharjee    Haynes adrijaburi592@gmail.com

GA Blue PO  Ainsley Reardon Mandeville ainsley@reardonusa.com

GA White PO  Gavin Skipper  Jesuit skipperg898@gmail.com

GA White PO  Alyssa Macaluso  Episcopal alyssamacaluso13@gmail.com

Program Staff and Senior Advisors  
Model United Nations is supported by the Y&G Program Staff and MUN Senior Advisors, 
who are all alumni of the program. You may also contact the following volunteers with 
questions.  

Position Name Email address  
Program Director  Eddrick Martin  

layouthgov@ymcabr.org  

Academic Director, Program Staff     Isha Matta 
MUN Program Director, 
Program Staff  

Elena Mizell 

MUN Senior Advisors  Jackson Mierl 
Lisa Goodgion 
Julia James 





Model United Nations 2019 Schedule

THURSDAY GA White GA Blue Eco/Soc White Eco/Soc Blue Security
4:00 - 6:00 State Board Meeting 
4:00 - 6:00 Registration/Check-In
6:00 - 6:30 First Year Seminar
6:30- 7:00 Opening Session 
7:00 - 7:30 Candidate Meeting
7:00 - 10:00 All Councils - Resolution Writing Sedona I Sedona III Mesa I Mesa II Sierra I & II
8:00 - 8:30 Advisor Meeting 
10:00 - 10:45 Cultural Showcase/Devotion
10:45 - 11:33 State Board Meeting 

FRIDAY GA White GA Blue Eco/Soc White Eco/Soc Blue Security
7:03 - 8:00 State Board Meeting 
8:00 - 8:30 General Session - Crisis Discussion
8:30 - 9:00 Candidate Meeting 
8:30 - 2:30 Debate Sedona I Sedona III Mesa I Mesa II Sierra I & II
11:30 - 12:05 GA Lunch
12:00 - 12:35 Eco/Soc & Security Lunch
2:30 - 3:00 General Session - Press Conference
3:00 - 5:30 Crisis Resolution Writing & Debate Sedona I Sedona III Mesa I Mesa II Sierra I & II
5:30 - 6:00 Candidate Speeches/Elections in Councils Sedona I Sedona III Mesa I Mesa II Sierra I & II
6:00 - 7:30 Get Ready for Banquet 
6:54 - 7:31 State Board Meeting 
7:30 - 8:30 Banquet 
8:30 - 9:00 Change for Dance & Trivia
9:00 - 10:30 Dance & Trivia Activities
10:30 - 10:45 Devotion 
10:45 - 12:00 State Board Meeting 

SATURDAY GA White GA Blue Eco/Soc White Eco/Soc Blue Security
7:13-8:00 State Board Meeting 
8:00 -10:30 Plenary Session 
10:30-11:15 Hotel Checkout 
10:30-11:15 State Board Meeting 
11:15-12:15 Closing Session/Adjournment (casual dress) 
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CODE OF 
CONDUCT 





I understand that conference delegates are housed four (4 or 5) to each room and that in order to 

participate in this program, I must share a room and bed with at least one other student of the same sex 

from my delegation.  I further understand that I may not room with anyone other than YMCA conference 

delegates – not an advisor, parents, or other relatives.  I also understand that I may not room alone. 

I understand that I may be expelled from all future Youth & Government activities if I have drugs or alcohol 

at the conference or commit any of the infractions listed on the student code conduct form.  

I understand that all fees are non-refundable. 

I have read, reviewed with my advisor and understand the Code of Conduct required toattend Youth & 

Government activities. 

EMERGENCY CARE & TRANSPORTATION PERMISSION – The YMCA of the Capital Area does not provide 

accident or medical insurance for program participants.  I recognize that participation in YMCA sponsored 

activities may expose my child to risk of injury.  I agree to hold the YMCA and the school system offering 

the program if applicable) harmless from any claims that may occur through participation in any activity at 

the YMCA, or in its programs.  In cases of emergency or accident and I am unable to be contacted, I hereby 

grant the YMCA director or his/her agent to secure proper medical treatment and transportation for my 

child to an appropriate facility for treatment. 

MEDIA PROMOTINAL MATERIALS – In further consideration of my child being allowed to participate in 

YMCA activities, I hereby grant permission for my child’s name, voice, picture and basic personal 

information to appear on television as a participant in YMCA activities. 

Parent Signature____________________________________________  Date:__________ 

Student Signature_________________________________________  Date:_________ 





MODEL UN 
RESOURCES 





 

COUNCIL PROCEDURES 
 

I. Roll Call – Presiding Officer 
II. Topic Presentation – Presiding Officer  
III. Questions on the Topic [4 minutes] – Delegates  
IV. Position Statement Presentations [2 minutes per country] – Delegates 
V. Idea Sharing and General Discussion [12 minutes] – Delegates 
VI. Collaboration and Resolution Writing [20 minutes] – Delegates  
VII. Resolution Presentation [1 minute per Resolution] – Resolution Author 
VIII. Resolution Ranking [1 minute] – Delegates 

 
IX. Presentation of Docket – Presiding Officer  
X. Resolution Debate  

a. Read Resolution – Presiding Officer  
b. Opening Statement [3 minutes] – Resolution Author  
c. Questions [3 minutes] 
d. Debate Round [12 minutes]- AMENDMENTS IN ORDER 

i. Alternates between 
1. Opposition [2 minutes] 
2. Proposition [2 minutes] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e. Resolution Author Summary [2 minutes]  
f. Country Caucus [1 minute] 
g. Country Vote (one representative per country)   

 
 
 

  

Amendment Process (if deemed hostile)  
I. Amendment Presentation [2 minutes] – Author 
II. Questions [1 minute] 
III. Debate Round [4 minute] 

a. Alternates between 
i. Opposition [1 minute] 
ii. Proposition [1 minute] 

IV. Comments [1 minute] – Proposal Author  
V. Amendment Summary [1 minute] – Amendment Author 



 

COUNCIL PROCEDURES  
  

1. In council meetings the Presiding Officer will present topic of debate.    
2. There will be four minutes for questions on the topic.  
3. Each country will be given the opportunity to present their country’s position on the 
topic.  Presentations will be 2 minutes each.  Countries are not required to present 
positions, but this is recommended for partnership with other countries in writing 
proposals.  Delegates will use position statements to develop a resolution on specific 
topics.   
4. Presiding officer will facilitate the sharing of general ideas on the topic with the entire 
council for 12 minutes.   
5. There will 20 minutes for countries with similar ideas to collaborate to write proposal 
on the assigned topic.  The proposed resolution must have four country signatures before 
being submitted to the chair.   
6. After resolutions have been written the resolution Authors will have 1 min for brief 
resolution summary. 
7. Each country will then rank the resolutions for that topic. 
8. Ranking sheets will determine top resolutions for each topic. This will be used to set 
the docket for general debate session on Friday. Dockets will be posted Friday morning.   
9. Friday each council will go into General Debate for all the resolutions on the Docket. 

a During debate of resolutions, an amendment may be submitted.  The amendment 
procedures are to be followed.  
b Voting – The presiding officer will allow up to 1 minute for countries to 
“caucus,” which means to decide how the country will vote.  Each country gets ONE 
vote.  

i. Note: For Security Council, the Russian Federation, China, U.S., U.K., and 
France may veto any resolution that comes across  

  



COUNCIL OVERVIEW 
Resolution Writing: 

 Presiding Officer calls roll
 Presiding Officer presents topic to resolve
 Questions on Topic 4 minutes  
 Present Position Statements 2 minutes per country  
 Idea Sharing on Possible Resolutions 12 minutes  
 Country collaboration for proposal writing 20 minutes  
 Resolution Authors Summary Presentation 1 minute per resolution 
 Ranking on the Resolutions 1 minute 

General Debate: 
 Presiding Officers will post the docket for General Debate based off resolution

rankings
 Docket will comprise of resolutions from all topics
 Debate per resolution ≈ 26 minutes per Resolution
 Presiding officers will create docket from resolutions passed to be debated in

Plenary.



PLENARY COUNCIL PROCEDURES  

1. The Secretary General, with input from the presiding officers, will determine the
Plenary Docket and display for the conference to see.  These resolutions are the 
top resolutions from each council.    
2. Countries will be arranged in a country roll call order for the plenary session.
3. Debate will proceed based on the order of the docket.

Note: Amendments may not be submitted during the Plenary Session.  

PLENARY SESSION OVERVIEW 
 Presiding Officer calls roll
 Presiding Officer presents docket
 Debate ≈ 26 minutes per Resolution  



GENERAL DEBATE PROCEDURES 

If the council to which the resolution was referred reports it favorably and if the presiding 
officer places it on the Docket, the sponsor(s) shall present the resolution to the 
appropriate council. 

PROCEDURES FOR RESOLUTION CONSIDERATION ON THE FLOOR 

RESOLUTION SPONSOR'S OPENING STATEMENT 3 MINUTES 

• Sponsor may use all three (3) minutes.

• Sponsor may use part and yield rest to co-sponsor, technical questions, closing
statements or the chair.

QUESTIONS 3 MINUTES 

• The presiding officer will open the floor to Questions from the floor. The presiding
officer will recognize members of the body to question the resolution sponsor(s) on
any matter relating to the content of the resolution in question until time expires.

• The presiding officer has the authority to deem questions germane or not germane.

• In the event the delegate wishes to ask more than one question, he/she will say the
following: “Will the author(s) yield to a series of questions?” The sponsor(s) may refuse.

GENERAL DEBATE 12 MINUTES 

• The presiding officer will open the floor to general debate on the resolution in
which members of the body may express their opinions on the resolution.

• Each delegate may speak for a maximum of two (2) minutes.

• In the event a delegate does not use all two (2) minutes, he/she may yield to another
delegate to speak. This delegate may speak for the remainder of the original two (2)
minutes given by the chair. Time may not be yielded if it has been yielded once before.

• The presiding officer will alternate between speakers in proposition and speakers in
opposition of the resolution. If the first speaker recognized supports the resolution, the
presiding officer will call for a speaker to debate against the resolution, and vice versa.

• The speaker may ask the resolution sponsor(s) a question or a series of questions
upon being recognized by saying “Will the author(s) yield to a question/series of
questions?” The speaker may engage in debate before and/or after the question(s).

• Members of the body may also propose amendments upon being recognized by the
chair. In the event an amendment is deemed hostile by the resolution sponsor(s), the
following procedure will take place:

AMENDMENT DEBATE AND VOTE 9 MINUTES 
2 minutes 
1 minute 
4 minutes 
1 minute 

Amendment Sponsor's Opening 
Statement Questions 
General Debate on the Amendment 
Original Resolution Sponsor’s 
Statements Amendment Sponsor’s 
Closing Statements 

1 minute 

• For a full explanation of the amendment process, see “Explanations of
Parliamentary Motions and Points” below.



RESOLUTION SPONSOR CLOSING STATEMENT 2 MINUTES 

• Once debate has closed on the resolution, the presiding officer will recognize the 
resolution sponsor(s) to deliver the Closing Statement to present the arguments for 
final passage for the final time.

• In the event the sponsor(s) yielded unused time from the Opening Statement, the total 
time available to the sponsor(s) will be two (2) minutes plus that time.

FINAL READING OF RESOLUTION AND VOTE 

• The presiding officer will convene a vote for final action on the resolution

• The resolution will be read by title only for the final time.

• There will be a 1-minute country caucus to confer with countrymen to render a vote.

• The presiding officer will ask countries for a voice vote indicating for the yeas and 
nays towards passage of the resolution.  Voting is conducted by country roll call. 
Each country may only vote only once. A simple majority (1/2) is required for 
passage.



MUN FLOOR DEBATE 

PART A 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  "The topic for resolution is _________.   
(Provide general information on the topic) 
There will be four minutes for questions on this topic.”  

PRESIDING OFFICER:  “We will now allow delegates to present their country’s 
position on this topic.  Each presentation will be a maximum 
of two minutes. Are there any countries that wish to present 
their nation’s position on this topic?”  
(Write down list of countries that wish to present, after list 
is made, begin by calling on first country and every country 
after that on the list) 

DELEGATE: The delegate begins presentation by stating name & country, 
then proceeds to explain his/her country’s position on the 
topic. 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  "The council will now brainstorm on ways to resolve this 
issue using an idea sharing forum.  We will allow 12 minutes 
for this process.” 
(Write down countries statements on board) 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  "There will now be 20 minutes to allow countries with similar 
views to collaborate in writing a resolution for resolution.  
The proposed resolution must have 4 country signatures 
before being submitted.” 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  “We will now move into resolution presentation and ranking. 
The authors of each resolution will have 1 minute to present 
their resolution.”  

SPONSOR/CO-SPONSOR: States name and delegation, briefly explains the premise of 
the resolution and how it addresses the topic.  

PRESIDING OFFICER: “We will now rank this resolution. Each country is permitted 
one ballot. Remember that 1 is the best score, and 5 is the 
worst.” 

The docket shall be created based on the rankings.  

PART B 



PRESIDING OFFICER:  “Will the VICE PRESIDENT please read the resolution by title 
only?” 
(The resolution sponsors will go to the front of the council) 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Read the resolution by title only 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  “The sponsor has 3 minutes to present the resolution and 3 
minutes for technical questions?  AMENDMENTS ARE NOT IN 
ORDER” 

SPONSOR/CO-SPONSOR:  Begins presentation of resolution by stating name and 
country.  The sponsor may yield the floor to the co-sponsor, 
BUT NOT TO ANYONE ELSE.  When the opening statement is 
finished, the sponsor may say:  “I yield the remainder of my 
time to 1) closing arguments, 2) technical questions, or 3) 
the chair.” 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  “Technical questions are now in order.  The chair recognizes 
_______(country)”  

DELEGATE: States name and country from seat and immediately 
addresses the technical question to the Sponsor. 

After the Sponsor/Co-Sponsor’s reply, the Chair continues to 
recognize other delegates until time is called (after 3 
minutes). 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  "We will now move into 12 minutes of debate. Once 
recognized, speakers will have 2 minutes. Is there anyone 
who wishes to speak on this resolution?"  
(The presiding officer recognizes a delegate. The two minute 
rounds will alternate between opposition and proposition 
speakers) 

DELEGATE: Moves to the front of the Council and states name and 
country.  Within the 2-minute time limit, the delegate can: 
1. Use all of the time.
2. Use part of the time and yield 
the remaining time to another delegate by stating "I yield my 
time to _____ (name)."  Time during each round may be yielded 
no more than one time.  If time is yielded to a second 
speaker, the second speaker must yield to the chair.  
Additionally, opposition speakers must yield to other 
opposition speakers, and proposition speakers must yield to 
other propositional speakers.  Each two minute round should 
be preserved for one side of debate.  



PRESIDING OFFICER: "Is there anyone who wishes to speak in favor/opposition to 
this resolution?"  
(The presiding officer recognizes a delegate.) 

PLEASE NOTE: The process continues until a total of 12 minutes have elapsed.  Debate takes 
place on an alternating basis (opponent/ proponent/ opponent... or 
proponent/opponent/proponent…) each with two minutes to make a presentation.  After the 
1st speaker speaks, the presiding officer announces that Amendments are in order.  After the 
second to last speaker (about 10 minutes in), the presiding officer announces that 
AMENDMENTS ARE NO LONGER IN ORDER. 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  The Sponsor of the Resolution now has two minutes for his 
closing statements. (Sponsor moves to front of council) 

RESOLUTION SPONSOR:  States name and country, and give closing statements.  Time 
may be yielded only to Co-Sponsor; no questions allowed. 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  The resolution will now be read for a third time by title only 
and placed on final passage. 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Reads the Resolution by title, noting any amendments that 
passed. 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  We will now move to a one minute country caucus.  
(following the caucus) We will now move to a country vote on 
this resolution. Each country will select one representative to 
vote for the country.  We will vote by country roll call.  
Please indicate your country’s vote as your nation is called 
out. 

PRESIDING OFFICER: Raps gavel and announces outcome of vote. "By your vote, you 
have passed (failed) Resolution." 

HOW TO SUBMIT A FLOOR AMENDMENT: 
While the debate described in Part A is underway, you may submit an amendment by following 
this procedure: 

1. Complete the amendment form (located in the binder).
2. In between speakers, rise and say, ““Mme/Sir Chair I have an amendment.”
3. This must be accomplished during the time that the Chair has declared that

"Amendments are in order."



HOW AMENDMENTS ARE SELECTED FOR DEBATE: 
1. The number of amendments debated will be ultimately determined by the presiding officer

based on relevance and time constraints. 
2. If a presiding officer recognizes an amendment, they must ask resolution author is

amendment is hostile or friendly.  If friendly, general debate continues with the 
amendment added to the resolution. If hostile, must follow amendment debate procedure. 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  Reads the amendment.  The Amendment Sponsor goes to the 
front of the Council.) 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  The Amendment Sponsor has 2 minutes to present the 
amendment and 1 minute for technical questions. 

AMENDMENT SPONSOR:  States name and country, gives presentation on amendment. 
When the opening statement is finished, the amendment 
sponsor may say:  “I yield the remainder of my time to 1) 
closing arguments, 2) technical questions, or 3) the chair.” 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  "Technical questions are now in order. The Chair recognizes 
______ (name)." 

DELEGATE: States name and country from seat and immediately 
addresses the technical question to the Amendment Sponsor.  
After the Amendment Sponsor's reply, the Chair continues to 
recognize other legislators until time is called (after 1 
minute). 

PRESIDING OFFICER: "Is there anyone who wishes to speak in opposition to this 
amendment?"  (Refer to debate in Part A.  The same order of 
events takes place for an amendment except the word 
"amendment " is submitted for the word "resolution" and the 
time limit is different- 2 Opponents/ 2 Proponents- 1 minute 
each; Bill Sponsor- 1 minute; Amendment Sponsor- 1 
minute.) 

Following the last proponent's remarks, the Presiding Officer continues... 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  The Resolution Sponsor has 1 minute.  (Sponsor moves to 
front.)  

RESOLUTION SPONSOR:  States name and country, and presents his position on the 
amendment. 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  The Amendment Sponsor has 1 minute to summarize.  
(Sponsor moves to front of chamber.) 



AMENDMENT SPONSOR:  States name and country and makes closing remarks. 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  "Will the VICE PRESIDENT please read the amendment?"  

VICE  PRESIDENT:  Reads the amendment. 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  We will now move to a vote on the amendment by ______ 
(Amendment Sponsor).  All countries in favor of this 
amendment signify by saying "Aye".  All those opposed 
signify by saying "Nay".  Raps gavel and announce outcome 
of vote on amendment. – Remind delegates that there is one 
vote for each country.   



EXPLANATIONS OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE 

Only the following motions and points are allowed during debate.  
For all motions save motions to amend legislation, the following procedure will be 
used: • A delegate may seek recognition from the presiding officer by rising and 

saying, “Mr./Mme. Chair.”

• Once the presiding officer recognizes the delegate, he/she will state the motion.

• If the presiding officer deems the motion appropriate, he/she will call for a second.

• If a second is given, the presiding officer will then ask for objections.
o If there are no objections, the motion is immediately adopted.
o If there is an objection or multiple objections, the presiding officer will

convene a vote.

• The required majority varies for each motion.

1. Amendments to Resolutions

• Motions to amend resolutions are allowed at any point during the Debate
portion in debate. They may not interrupt speakers.

• These motions have the effect of changing the verbiage of resolutions.

• The presiding officer is empowered to deem amendments germane or not germane
to the resolutions in question.

• After the committee chair or presiding officer recognizes a delegate to speak
during Debate, he/she will move to amend the resolution. “I move to amend
Resolution 19 to read….”

• Upon moving to amend the resolution, the amendment author will hand the
completed amendment form found at the back of the conference binder to the clerk
or presiding officer. The presiding officer will then ask the resolution sponsor(s)
whether they deem the amendment friendly or hostile to the resolution.

o In the event the sponsor(s) deem the resolution friendly, the amendment
text will be immediately added to the resolution without debate or a vote.

o In the event the sponsor(s) deem the resolution hostile, the presiding officer
will open debate on the amendment.

- The amendment sponsor will deliver an opening statement on the 
amendment for a maximum of two (2) minutes.  

- The presiding officer will open the floor to Questions from the floor 
for a    maximum of one (1) minute.  
- The presiding officer will open the floor to Debate. Each recognized 

speaker may speak for a maximum of one (1) minute. Upon the 
conclusion of each speaker’s speech, the chair will immediately take 
back the floor in order to recognize another speaker. The total time 
for Debate shall not exceed four (4) minutes.  

- The presiding officer will then recognize the resolution sponsor(s) to 
deliver comments on the amendment for a maximum of one (1) minute. 



- The presiding officer will then recognize the amendment sponsor for a 

Closing Statement for a maximum of one (1) minute.  
- The presiding officer will then convene a vote on the      
amendment. A simple majority (1/2) is required for passage. 

• If a hostile amendment is approved by the body, the presiding officer will direct
debate back to the general Debate on the resolution as amended.

• In the event a delegate wishes to amend the amendment, the above process will
take place with the secondary amendment. Tertiary amendments are not allowed.

• All debate must remain relevant to the question at hand, whether it be the
general resolution, an amendment, or a secondary amendment.

2. The Previous Question

• Motions for the previous question are allowed at any point during general
Debate of resolutions or amendments. They may not interrupt speakers.

• Moving the previous question cuts off Debate and moves straight to the
Closing Statement.

• In the event this motion comes during debate on an amendment, the delegate
must specify which question to move:

o “I move the previous question on the amendment.” This motion cuts off
debate on the amendment and moves straight into the comments from the
resolution sponsor(s).

o “I move the previous question on the resolution.” This motion cuts off debate
on both the amendment and the resolution and moves straight into the
sponsor’s Closing Statement on the resolution.

• A two-thirds (2/3) majority is required for passage.

3. Table/Remove from the Table

• Motions to table legislation are allowed at any point during convened sessions of
debate. They may not interrupt speakers.

• Moving to table legislation defers consideration of the instrument.

• There are three (3) possible options with motions to table:
o General Motion to Table: This motion simply lays the instrument on the

table and may be removed from the table at any point.
- An instrument laid on the table may be removed from the table with a 

corresponding motion.  
- “I move to remove [insert resolution name] from the table.” 
- The instrument will be returned to its original place on the Docket. If 
the chamber has moved beyond that point on the Docket, a motion 

to suspend the rules and rearrange the Docket may be used.  
o Motion to table for a specified amount of time: This motion defers

consideration of legislation until a specified time.
o Motion to table indefinitely: This motion effectively kills the instrument.

• A simple majority (1/2) vote is required for passage.



4. Suspension of Rules

• Motions to suspend the rules are allowed at any point during convened 
sessions of debate. They may not interrupt speakers.

• These motions have the effect of adjusting rules in this handbook to satisfy the 
needs of the floor to properly execute debate.

• The presiding officer is empowered to deem these motions appropriate and admissible.

• The following are common motions to suspend the rules:
o Extend time: Delegates may use this motion to extend time for 

questioning or debate.
-The motion must include a specific amount of time for extension.  
-These motions may only extend the general time for questions or debate; 

they may not extend times for individual speakers’ speeches or 
subsequent questioning.  

-“I move to suspend the rules and extend the time for questioning by 
two minutes.” 

o Rearrange the Docket: Delegates may use this motion to adjust the 
order of consideration of resolutions on the Docket.

-These motions may move a single resolution, move multiple resolutions, 
or force immediate consideration of a particular resolution. 

-“I move to suspend the rules and rearrange the Docket so that [insert 
resolution number(s)] appear(s) before [insert resolution number].  

-“I move to suspend the rules and immediately consider [insert 
resolution number]. 

• All motions to suspend the rules require a two-thirds (2/3) majority for passage.

5. Recess

• Motions to recess are allowed at any point during either committee hearings or 
convened sessions of the councils. They may not interrupt speakers.

• These motions dismiss the session of a council for a specific duration of time, 
including a lunch break.

• The committee chair or presiding officer is empowered to not recognize a 
motion to recess should he/she feel it unnecessary.

• A specific length of time is required in the motion.

• A simple majority (1/2) is required for passage.

6. Adjournment

• Motions to adjourn are allowed at any point during sessions of the councils. They 
may not interrupt speakers.

• These motions end a session of the councils.

• The presiding officer is empowered to not recognize a motion to adjourn should he/
she feel it unnecessary.

• In the event there will be future sessions, a motion to adjourn must include a 
time to reconvene.



• In the event there are no future sessions, the motion becomes a motion to adjourn 
sine die.

• A simple majority (1/2) is required for passage.

7. Point of Information

• Points of Information are allowed at any point during convened sessions of the 
councils. They may interrupt speakers.

• A Point of Information is a statement of a fact or statistic to clarify 
misinformation on the floor or to provide additional insight relevant to the debate.

• Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Information!” The presiding officer 
will acknowledge the point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”

8. Point of Order

• Points of Order are allowed at any point during convened sessions of the councils. 
They may interrupt speakers.

• A Point of Order is used to alert the presiding officer of a perceived 
error in parliamentary procedure.

• Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Order!” The presiding officer will 
acknowledge the point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”

• Upon hearing the Point of Order, the presiding officer will either correct the 
action in question or explain to the delegate how the action in question was in 
order.

9. Point of Parliamentary Inquiry

• Points of Parliamentary Inquiry are allowed at any point during convened sessions of 
the councils. They may interrupt speakers.

• A Point of Parliamentary Inquiry is used to ask the presiding officer for 
clarification on any portion of parliamentary procedure that causes confusion.

• Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Parliamentary Inquiry!” The presiding 
officer will acknowledge the point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”

• Upon hearing the Point of Parliamentary Inquiry, the presiding officer will explain 
the point in question to the delegate.

10.Point of Personal Privilege

• Points of Personal Privilege are allowed at any point convened sessions of the 
councils. They may interrupt speakers.

• A Point of Personal Privilege is used make a personal request during debate, 
including permission to vacate the chamber for a brief time.

• Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Personal Privilege!”

• Upon hearing the Point of Personal Privilege, the presiding officer will either 
grant or deny it.



MOTION / VOTE / DEBATABLE / INTERRUPTING 

Previous Question 2/3 no no 

Point of Order chair no yes 

Point of Personal chair no yes 
   Privilege 

Point of Information chair no yes 

Suspend the Rules 
a. Withdraw a Motion majority no no 
b. Table or extend majority no no 
c. Change Calendar 2/3 no no 

To Recess majority yes no 

To Adjourn majority no no 

Time for Reassembling majority yes no 

Change Agenda 2/3 yes no 

DEBATE CHEAT SHEET 



RESOLUTIONS 

At the conference, delegates will turn their position statements into a working 
resolution for discussion and debate amongst members of other countries.  The following 
is the format in which a resolution should be written.

Each resolution is a single sentence, with different sections separated by 
semicolons and commas. The language of the document will greatly influence its appeal. 
Wording should be clear, concise, and specific; every clause should have a purpose. Three 
parts comprise the resolution: the heading, the preamble, and the operative clauses. 

Heading 
The heading identifies the committee, the resolution topic, the sponsoring nation(s), and 
the organ of the UN the delegation is addressing. 

Preamble 
The preamble explains the purposes of the resolution. The perambulatory clauses begin 
with present participles and often refer to past resolution precedents and authorizations 
in the UN Charter for actions. 

Operative Clauses 
These form the policy portion of the resolution. Each of these clauses starts with a verb 
(in the third person singular) and taken as a whole, deals thoroughly with one idea 
arranged in logical progression. Each clause should not be a collection of unrelated 
thoughts or statements on a broad topic, but should focus on one aspect of the problem.  



Observing Deeply conscious 
Deeply convinced 
Deeply disturbed 
Deeply regretting 

Further  
Guided by Having 
adopted  Having 
approved Having 
considered 
Having decided  
Having examined 
Having received  
Having reviewed 
Keeping in mind 
Noting further  

Reaffirming 
Realizing 
Recalling 
Recognizing 
Referring 
Regretting 
Seeking 
Stressing 
Taking into account 
Taking note 

Perambulatory Clauses 
Acknowledging  
Affirming 
Alarmed 
Anxious  
Appreciating  
Approving 
Aware  
Bearing in mind  
Believing 
Concerned 
Confident 
Contemplating  
Convinced 
Declaring 
Deeply concerned 

Deploring 
Desiring 
Determined 
Emphasizing  
Expecting 
Expressing appreciation  
Expressing satisfaction  
Fulfilling 
Fully aware 
Fully alarmed  
Fully believing  

Noting with approval Welcoming 
Noting with deep concern 
Noting with regret 
Noting with satisfaction 

Notes with interest 
Affirms 
Requests 

Emphasizes 
Encourages 
Proclaims 
Expresses its appreciation 
Expresses its concern  
Expresses the hope 
Has resolved  
Invites  

Reaffirms 
Recognizes 
Recommends 
Regrets 
Reiterates 

Operative Clauses 
Accepts  
Adopts  
Confirms Appeals  
Appreciates 
Approves Authorizes 
Calls  
Calls upon 
Commends 

Concurs 
Condemns Endorses 
Congratulates  
Considers 
Declares accordingly 
Deplores 
Designates 
Directs  
Draws attention Notes with appreciation 

Reminds Notes with approval 



SAMPLE RESOLUTION 

MODEL UNITED NATIONS 
OFFICIAL PROPOSAL

COUNCIL:  Security Council SPONSOR COUNTRY: Canada 

Topic Area: Political Assassination verse Hunting Terrorism 

The Security Council, 
Acknowledging that terrorism is an international problem with no easy solution, 
Stressing the responsibility of the Security Council as stated in the United 

Nation’s Charter Chapter IV, Article 41through 51 to determine what actions are 
necessary to ensure international peace and security,  

Deeply disturbed by the escalation in terrorist acts that have affected the lives of 
countless individuals in recent years, 

Fully believing it is the right of each nation to protect itself and its people 
from the threat of terrorism, 

Keeping in mind that each nation has different definitions and distinctions for 
what constitutes a terrorist and what is a political activist,  

Aware that political assassination goes against the United Nations’ principles 
and purposes as stated in Chapter 1, Article 2—“1. All Members shall refrain in their 
international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or 
political independence of any state.”  

Recognizing that political assassination violates the International Covenant on 
Civil and political Rights Part III Article 6, 10, and 14 

Guided by the belief that all nations can work together to ensure international 
security and peace, 

Welcoming all efforts to do so in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, 

Therefore be it resolved by the Security Council, 
Acting under Chapter V of the Charter of the United 
Nations, 
1. Authorizes the creation of an international convention that shall:

a. Define terrorism in such a way that it reflects an international interpretation of
terrorism rather than a regional definition; 
b. Decide with whom jurisdiction falls to try and punish the perpetrator of a terrorist
act—the victimized nation or the nation that houses the perpetrator 
c. Identify the characteristics of political assassination;

2. Directs that the United Nations shall:



a. Ask the International Criminal Court and the International Court of Justice to decide if
a country or political leader has committed an act of political assassination or 
terrorism as defined by the aforementioned convention; 
b. Use the decision of the Courts to resolve a just penalty for the crime that reflects
 an international viewpoint on the degree offense; 

3. Decides that:
a. Punishment for a crime committed by an individual or select group shall reflect the
United Nations’ anti-capital punishment policy; 
b. Any nation that commits an act considered to be terrorism of political assassination
shall be penalized with international sanctions, embargoes, and/or any other 
penalties deemed justifies by the international community;        

4. Calls upon all nations to:
a. Recognize the authority of the United Nations and the International Courts to decide
and direct with actions need to be taken to ensure the safety and peace 
of the international community; 
b. Submit to the will of this Council and the United Nations;

5. Emphasizes its determination to continue to take all steps necessary to improve
international relations, understanding, and cooperation. 

Signatories 
New Zealand 
United 
Kingdom 
France 
Australia 



Sponsor Country: Council: 

Clubs: Topic: 

A RESOLUTION 

TO: 

SECTION I :  
(This is where you address the topic and state your countries’ goals regarding the 
topic. Preambulatory clauses are used here.)   

SECTION II:  
(This is where you state the plan for action. You should address whether you 
propose an opt-in or a mandatory program, who will hold authority/ decision-
making power, and UN authority to create this program. Operative clauses are used 
here.) 

SECTION III: 
(This is where you outline the finances of your resolution- how much it will cost, 
how it will be paid for, etc.)   

SECTION IV:  
(This is where you lay out any penalties/ enforcement associated with your 
resolution; are countries penalized for subpar participation? Must countries abide 
by the guidelines set forth in the resolution; what happens if they do not?)  
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Resolution Amendment Form 

Resolution Title: _________________________________________________________ 

Council: ________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

Amendment Sponsor: _____________________________________________________ 

Amendment Country: _____________________________________________________ 

Admendment Club: _______________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed  Tabled 

Presiding Officer:  X________________________________________________________ 





Resolution Amendment Form 

Resolution Title: _________________________________________________________ 

Council: ________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

Amendment Sponsor: _____________________________________________________ 

Amendment Country: _____________________________________________________ 

Admendment Club: _______________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed  Tabled 

Presiding Officer:  X________________________________________________________ 





Resolution Amendment Form 

Resolution Title: _________________________________________________________ 

Council: ________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

Amendment Sponsor: _____________________________________________________ 

Amendment Country: _____________________________________________________ 

Admendment Club: _______________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed  Tabled 

Presiding Officer:  X________________________________________________________ 





MUN 
TOPICS 





General Assembly Topic 1 
Access to Higher Education 

Higher education, defined as “education provided by universities, colleges, and other 
institutions that award academic degrees” following the end of secondary education (high school), 
helps improve the quality of life of many individuals.1 Providing economic, physical, and social benefits, 
higher education is a pathway to better lives for many people.2 For example, US college graduates 
made an average of 56% more than high school graduates in 2015;3 in addition, as the Postsecondary 
Education Opportunity Research Letter explains, the “lifetime income of families headed by individuals 
with a bachelor's degree will be about $1.6 million more than the incomes of families headed by those 
with a high school diploma.”1 College graduates are also more likely to live longer than those who did 
not attend college and are more likely to be more environmentally conscientious, “tolerant of diverse 
groups,” and catalysts for world peace.2 

However, access to higher education can be hard to attain. As a 2017 report by UNESCO 
found, there is a large opportunity gap in higher education, with minorities, women, and poor 
populations at a disadvantage in particular. Discrimination against minorities and women in higher 
education is especially acute in developing countries, though it does also exist in developed 
countries. The education and opportunity gaps between the wealthy and the poor are growing, with 
approximately “20% of the world’s wealthiest students attending college for more than four years, 
compared to only 1% of the world’s poorest students.”4 In developed countries, there is a large pay 
gap between those with higher education and those who are not as educated - though “education and 
earnings are statistically linked in every known country,”5 which makes it very difficult for people who 
do not have access to higher education to rise out of poverty. In many developed countries, there are 
also more university graduates than there are jobs on the market for them, which forces many to take 
up temporary jobs outside of their fields (often service work). 

Proponents of increasing access to higher education point to the benefits education has on a 
person’s economic prosperity, growth as a thinker and learner, and social success. While higher 
education may not seem to be much of an advantage during a recession, research shows that the 
higher educated are actually better off during a recession than those who do not have higher 
education.6 Opponents to increasing access argue that it is too costly and that there are not as many 
benefits to higher education as there may seem. For example, some have pointed out that about one 
in four college graduates in the US drop out of college or university before completing their degrees,3 
leaving them with a hefty debt and a more difficult career path.5 

Higher education seems to be the way of the future - the number of students receiving a 
higher education even in developing countries is on the rise, and many believe that our world can only 
improve by increasing the education level of its populations.4 As MUN representatives, think about 
the following questions: where does your country stand on providing access to higher education? 
Does your country attempt to provide equal access to higher education to all minorities and classes? 
If so, how? Is there a good way to approach the rising costs of higher education? Are there ways to 
diversify your higher educational experiences? Should your country (developed or developing) take any 
steps to facilitate the success of higher education institutions? What would those steps look like? 

1

2  

3 

4

 www.crosswalk.com/family/homeschool/why-is-higher-education-important-1367463.html 
www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/cutting-edge-leadership/201104/5-ways-higher-education-transforms-lives 
 www.usatoday.com/story/money/2017/01/12/pay-gap-between-college-grads-and-everyone-else-record/96493348/  
www.insightintodiversity.com/report-reveals-global-disparities-in-higher-education-access-based-on-income-gender-

5

6

 www.timeshighereducation.com/features/higher-education-what-it-good 
 www.cornerstone.edu/blogs/lifelong-learning-matters/post/do-college-grads-really-earn-more-than-high-
school-grads 

http://www.crosswalk.com/family/homeschool/why-is-higher-education-important-1367463.html
http://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/cutting-edge-leadership/201104/5-ways-higher-education-transforms-lives
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2017/01/12/pay-gap-between-college-grads-and-everyone-else-record/96493348/
http://www.insightintodiversity.com/report-reveals-global-disparities-in-higher-education-access-based-on-income-gender-and-ethnicity/
http://www.insightintodiversity.com/report-reveals-global-disparities-in-higher-education-access-based-on-income-gender-and-ethnicity/
http://www.timeshighereducation.com/features/higher-education-what-it-good
http://www.cornerstone.edu/blogs/lifelong-learning-matters/post/do-college-grads-really-earn-more-than-high-school-grads


General Assembly Topic 2 
The Global Prison Crisis 

Despite efforts taken on the local and global level to reduce and reform prisons, the 
worldwide incarceration of over 10 million persons has continued to grow. Even with 
incarcerated persons making up a considerable part of the population, inmates and ex-
convicts are continually forgotten and disregarded in society. BBC reports show that major 
countries like the US, China, Russia, Mexico, and England are all among the highest 
incarcerating countries in the world. the more laws in existence the more likely one is to 
break the law1. This has forced many countries to deal with the exponential growth of 
prisoners as well as the overwhelming challenge associated with mass incarceration. The 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime reported that 114 national prisons operated with 
an occupancy level of or over 100%2. This issue poses a major burden on state 
governments to simply have enough space for all these prisoners to exist, which has led to 
the inevitable neglect of proper treatment or suitable living conditions.  

The lack of organization and purpose on the global stage has caused a general lack 
of interest or care for our prison systems or the prisoners inside of them. In 2015 the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime created a comprehensive reform bill focused on 
a multistep plan to attack this growing issue. It included Nelson Mandela’s Standard 
Minimum for the Treatment of Prisoners which outlined the prisoners basic rights to water, 
food, and a clean place to live. However, this bill lacks proper implications for the failure to 
uphold these guidelines. This voluntary aid does not actually help prisoners being 
mistreated in the worst countries because of the general disregard for inmates or their 
needs. This bill also does not address a few major issues in prison systems today, such as 
the widespread use of solitary confinement and use of death sentences. Penal Reform 
International argues that when inmates are taken into solitary confinement they are 
completely cut off from the other prisoners and any visitors which are both  important 
parts of their rehabilitation.  

Medical studies have found that this solitude can cause major mental and physical 
symptoms manifesting in ‘isolation syndrome’3 symptoms of which include anxiety, 
depression, anger, cognitive disturbances, perceptual distortions, paranoia, psychosis, self-
harm and suicide. Prolonged isolation can destroy a person’s personality and their mental 
health and its effects may last long after the end of the period of segregation, destroying 
all hope of a successful reintegration or rehabilitation after the sentence is served. Solitary 
confinement also increases the risk of torture and ill-treatment which usually go unchecked 
because of how isolated the inmates are kept. 

What does the prison system in your country look like? Should countries be held 
accountable for violations in the current bill? If so, what would the repercussions to the 
violations be? Should solitary confinement be allowed?  If so, should any regulations be 
placed to keep prisoners safe? 

1 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/uk/06/prisons/html/nn2page1.stm 
2 https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-
reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf 
3 https://www.penalreform.org/priorities/prison-conditions/key-facts/solitary-confinement/ 



General Assembly Topic 3 
Violation of Labor Laws/ Fair Labor 

One of the core goals of the United Nations is to protect human rights. Wherever and whenever 
human rights are being infringed upon, the UN has a responsibility to take action1 Forced labor and child 
labor are common practices in many countries today, and the UN is charged to step in on the Human 
rights issue.  According to the International Labor Organization, an estimated 40.3 million people are in 
what is considered “modern slavery,” and one in every four of these people is a child. Others are migrant 
workers who come from other countries to work and send remittances to their families. In Qatar, for 
example, migrant workers are forced to work under a sponsor. There are numerous reports of wages 
being delayed, workers not being paid at all, and workers who are put in dangerous work environments. If 
the migrant workers want to return home, they must get approval of their sponsor. The approval never 
comes.  Additionally, as is the wont of the Chinese, Thai, and many other fishing industries, workers are 
underpaid and placed in hazardous work environments.2 

 Last year (2017), in ILO Convention No. 188, new labor standards were set for fisheries, 
yet since then, there is still a large amount of workers who are left unpaid and overworked. The millions 
of workers who are in the fishing industry are just a part of the whole when it comes to forced labor.34 In 
East Asia, textile companies are culpable for thousands of abused workers. The abysmal conditions in 
textile sweatshops create inhumane workplaces for thousands of workers who have nowhere else to 
work. Wages are as low as fifty cents per hour in some Asian countries, and workers are often fired for 
unionizing. Forced labor is not only a huge human rights violation because it also creates an enormous 
challenge for the global economy.5  Countries that protect the workers’ rights are put at an economic 
disadvantage. The profits of hiring forced labor are much greater than the profits a corporation can 
produce if it chooses to pay its workers fairly. This makes is more appealing for corporations in developed 
countries to send their means of production overseas, where labor costs can be reduced exponentially. 
The UN is required to address this as the protection of human rights and the global economy are at stake. 
As delegates of MUN, first, you must know your country’s labor laws and how they are being enforced.  
Second, research how cheap labor has affected the global economy and your economy as a whole.  And, 
finally, approach the challenge that this problem has presented and create a viable resolution.6

1

2
 www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/definition/lang--en/index.htm.    
 https://www.newsweek.com/qatar-world-cup-workers-rights-
construction-442373 
3www.ilo.org/washington/WCMS_596898/lang--en/index.htm. 
4 https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/03/11/work-faster-or-get-out/labor-rights-abuses-cambodias-garment-industry 
5 www.industriall-union.org/indonesia-low-wages-in-the-textile-and-garment-industry-undermine-workers-rights. 

6 www.democracyjournal.org/magazine/43/labor-and-capital-in-the-global-economy/. 

http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/definition/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.newsweek.com/qatar-world-cup-workers-rights-construction-442373
http://www.ilo.org/washington/WCMS_596898/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/03/11/work-faster-or-get-out/labor-rights-abuses-cambodias-garment-industry
http://www.industriall-union.org/indonesia-low-wages-in-the-textile-and-garment-industry-undermine-workers-rights
http://www.democracyjournal.org/magazine/43/labor-and-capital-in-the-global-economy/




Eco/Soc Topic 1 
Breastfeeding vs. Baby Formula 

 The baby formula industry spends roughly 50 USD on every baby born worldwide. 
The majority of these marketing funds are directed at poor mothers, or at least mothers in 
poor countries. Many officials of these mostly African or East Asian countries have publicly 
opposed the practices of these companies, including Nestle, Abbott, Mead Johnson, and 
Danone.1 The main means of exploitation of these companies is diffusing propaganda that 
baby formula is healthier than breastfeeding for an infant—despite many global studies 
saying otherwise. Another practice of these companies is disguising sales representatives 
as nurses in low-income countries and compelling mothers to give up breastfeeding for 
baby formula. Despite boycotts of these practices in past decades, many companies 
continue the use of these “milk nurses.” The most clandestine approach of these companies 
is lobbying to doctors and midwives to compel new mothers to prefer baby formula over 
breastfeeding.2 Recently, Ecuador introduced a resolution urging to restrict these formula 
companies from spreading this fallacious propaganda, but the resolution was quickly 
withdrawn after threats of reduced aid and trade from the United States.3

Studies show that breastfeeding, even by sick or malnourished mothers, is linked to 
boosted maternal health and leads to babies with higher intelligence, lower rates of obesity 
and diabetes later on, and less diseases in general because of the presence of hormones 
and antibodies in breastmilk that are absent in baby formula. Baby formula has been linked 
to higher rate of infant death, especially in developing countries, where many mothers 
dilute the formula with unsafe water when they are low on supply.4  Regardless of the 
supposed adherence to the World Health Organization’s standards of these companies5, 
many countries argue that the main issue is that these companies are able to skirt these 
guidelines because poorer and weaker countries are unable to adequately monitor baby 
formula marketing practices due to the powerful lobbyists of this 70 billion dollar industry.6 
Opposing countries argue that these formulas are meant to act as a supplement to 
breastfeeding, and they also argue that companies have a right to market and lobby as they 
please.7 So what, if anything, is to be done about these companies? Are they entitled to 
their right to market and lobby their product? Or should they be subject to regulation and 
World Health Organization standards? 

1 https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/breastfeeding-baby-formula-report/ (From 50 USD to end) 
2 https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2018/feb/27/formula-milk-companies-target-poor-mothers-
breastfeeding (All marketing practices) 
3 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/08/health/world-health-breastfeeding-ecuador-trump.html 
4 https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2018/7/10/17548028/trump-baby-formula-
breastfeeding-mothers-health (All Health Benefits) 
5 https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2018/feb/27/formula-milk-companies-target-poor-mothers-
breastfeeding 
6 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/08/health/world-health-breastfeeding-ecuador-trump.html 
7 https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/07/the-epic-battle-between-breast-milk-and-
infant-formula-companies/564782/ 

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/breastfeeding-baby-formula-report/
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2018/feb/27/formula-milk-companies-target-poor-mothers-breastfeeding
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2018/feb/27/formula-milk-companies-target-poor-mothers-breastfeeding
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2018/7/10/17548028/trump-baby-formula-breastfeeding-mothers-health
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2018/7/10/17548028/trump-baby-formula-breastfeeding-mothers-health


Eco/Soc Topic 2 
Forced/Child Labor 

 Despite continuous efforts worldwide to minimize both forced and child labor, the practice 
continues to affect millions. Approximately 20.9 million people, including children, are victims of 
forced labor globally. They are trapped in jobs, usually with unsafe working conditions, which they 
were coerced or deceived into and cannot leave. Practically all areas of the globe participate in this 
illegal and immoral practice, with the Asian-Pacific region accounting for 11.7 million, Africa with 
3.7 million, Latin America and the Caribbean with 1.8 million, Western Europe and the rest of North 
America with 1.5 million, the rest of Europe with 1.6 million, and the Middle East with 600,000. 
Moreover, an estimated 168 million children, 11% of the global child population, are in child labor, 
and 85 million of those are working in hazardous conditions which pose threats to their health, 
safety, and development.1 Such conditions includes working from 16 to 23 hours a day to meet 
unrealistic quotas, leading workers to suffer from exhaustion, all for around $2 USD a day.2 
Sweatshops range greatly in terms of safety and pay. In Honduras, a worker in a sweatshop can be 
paid $14 USD a day while about 44% of the population is living off $2 USD a day.3  

These millions of people typically work in sweatshops, farms, or mines producing many 
common items such as carpets, cocoa, coal, diamonds, garments, rice, coffee, tobacco, sugar, 
cotton, and brick.4 Stopping these practices has proved difficult, for even though some of these 
workplaces flagrantly violate international labor laws, they are impossible to enforce because of 
the weak law enforcement structures in these typically developing countries. To exacerbate the 
problem, many countries that preach against these practices actually purchase the products 
created by them, which makes these workplaces even harder to eradicate due to their perceived 
necessity.5 However, many countries that house these operations argue that these workplaces 
actually benefit their workers, for without these factories, many workers would have no means of 
supporting themselves or their families, making any job better than no job. For example, more than 
95% of surveyed Guatemalan sweatshop workers stated that they liked their jobs, and were 
unwilling to give up any amount of pay for improved conditions.6 And in Bangladesh, more than 
77% of the population lives off less than $2 a day, while the average Bangladeshi sweatshop 
worker earns more than that, thus being above the poverty line.7  Additionally, without this cheap 
labor, many products would not be able to be sold so cheaply, making it more difficult for lower-
income citizens of other countries to purchase such products. So, what, if anything, is to be done 
about these workplaces? Should they be cracked down on for unsafe and forced working 
conditions? Or are they just workplaces that provide jobs for million? Are these workplaces 
necessary in a global economy that demands cheap goods?  
1https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@declaration/documents/publication/wcms_18195 
3.pdf (From 20.9 million to end) 
2 https://escholarship.org/content/qt2693m5pn/qt2693m5pn.pdf 
3 http://www.theworldcounts.com/counters/modern_day_slavery_facts/sweatshops_conditions 
4 https://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/12/18/child-labor-
products_n_798601.html?slideshow=true#gallery/15077/12 
5 https://escholarship.org/content/qt2693m5pn/qt2693m5pn.pdf (From violation of labor laws to end) 
6 https://www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2013/05/02/sweatshops-in-bangladesh-improve-the-lives-of-
their-workers-and-boost-growth/#1e75b57374ce 
7 https://www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2013/05/02/sweatshops-in-bangladesh-improve-the-lives-of-
their-workers-and-boost-growth/#1e75b57374ce 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@declaration/documents/publication/wcms_181953.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@declaration/documents/publication/wcms_181953.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt2693m5pn/qt2693m5pn.pdf


Eco/Soc Topic 3 
Religious Persecution 

 Religious persecution is a serious issue that affects many people worldwide. An 
estimated 60% of nations suffer from compromised religious freedom, which includes 
discrimination, war tensions, and death1. In 2014, religious minorities in 116 countries 
out of 196 countries faced religious threats by the majority in the area1. Religious 
persecution is often executed by governments or extremist religious groups that have 
nationalist intentions in mind. Because secularism has been the basis of most 
governments in the modern area, some citizens feel as though the lack of religion in 
government symbolizes a lack of identity and nationalism1. Because of the distrust in 
government, radical groups take power and often ignite war with the religious minority. 

Religious persecution is proven to be more violent in areas with a significant 
number of young men, high unemployment, and land disputes3. The violence ranges from 
simple assault and battery to rape and torture, with children and young women often 
caught in the crossfire. Some countries have apostasy laws that penalize individuals for 
crimes committed against the name of God, where punishments range from fines to death2. 
Developed nations also experience degrees of religious persecution such as limited church 
rights and imprisonment2.

The most common religions involved in the disputes are Christianity, Hinduism, 
Islam, and Judaism3. Christians experience persecution widely in the Middle East and Asia 
but often just leave the area. In the past ten years, ⅔ of Christian people have either 
relocated to safer regions or have died2. However, Christians do engage in the religious 
warfare and have destroyed many Islam-affiliated towns in Uganda, Afghanistan, and 
Bosnia1. Due to the warfare, the United States has deemed some countries as CPCs 
(Countries of Particular Concerns) and restricted access4. However, the religious struggle is 
far from over.

Conflict within religions has also ravaged the world, such as the Sunni-Shiite Civil 
War between opposing Islam factions in the Middle East3. In Northern Ireland, religious 
disputes between Catholicism and Protestantism still persist and often end with a death 
toll3. The newly-elected President of India, Ram Nath Kovind, has ignited inner-Hinduism 
violence as well3.

The UN must now step in to take action against religious persecution. How 
should religion be addressed? Is it up to independent nations or is it a global issue? In 
the eyes of your government, what is the best method to protect your country?  

1

2

3

4

www.bbc.com/news/world-30001063 
www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/january/top-50-christian-
persecution.html www.religioustolerance.org/curr_war.htm 
www.state.gov/j/drl/irf/c13003.htm 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-30001063
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/january/top-50-christian-persecution.html
http://www.religioustolerance.org/curr_war.htm
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/irf/c13003.htm




Security Council Topic 1 
Military Complex 

The quest to win at war has led to the development of extremely powerful weapons: 
Graduating from sticks and stones, mankind has quickly advanced the science of weaponry, moving 
to arrows, firearms, grenades, flamethrowers, the use of mustard gas in World War I, the 
development and use of nuclear bombs during World War II, RPGs, advanced hydrogen bombs, 
nuclear submarines, faster loading weapons and more powerful rifles, biological weapons, sintered 
metal explosives, lasers, space weapons, and cyber weapons. All of these have the potential to 
wreak havoc to human life. The problem now is that these weapons are falling into the hands of 
everyone, and not everyone has good intentions. All too often military weapons are used against 
civilian targets. The psychological effect of the fear of these weapons is the root of modern 
terrorism. Since 2012, Syria has resorted to the use of chemical weapons during military 
offensives, not only in Ghouta but also in Khan Sheikhoun, Ltamenah, Saraqib, and Douma, killing 
and injuring thousands of people including many noncombatants1. North Korea has devoted untold 
resources in their quest to build nuclear weapons and has threatened to use them. Terrorists have 
begun to produce their own weapons by reverse engineering conventional weapons like the AK-47 
and RPG. The development of military technology has been led by the military-industrial complex. 
Now more than ever advanced military technology and the military complex pose as threats for the 
rest of the world. The military complex can best be seen at the SOFEX (Special Operations Forces 
Exhibition) Conference2. SOFEX, held every couple of years, is a huge supermarket for militaries 
around the world. Over 85 countries attend, including the United States. The conference even 
offers training for countries that want to learn how to do their worst with the equipment. While 
the conference has good intentions of supplying countries with the equipment to fight terrorism, it 
has also provided an avenue for the worst players to acquire high-tech equipment with the 
potential for deadly consequences3. Countries are looking for more advanced ways to expand their 
arsenal. Some countries like Russia and the United States are looking to create military space 
programs4. Drones and other remote controlled weapons are already being used and countries are 
investing more into artificial intelligence to fight their battles. Overall, many countries have bought 
into the hype, allocating ever-increasing budgets to support their appetite for the biggest and 
baddest weaponry. Arms-trading has also become a major problem. Some countries are selling 
weapons to poorer countries that do not have the best intentions. China has a long history of 
trading to anyone as long as it benefits them. The machetes used by the Hutu to commit genocide 
on the Tutsi and the conventional weapons used by ISIS have been traced back to China. China also 
has supported the Venezuelan government, the Khmer Rouge (a communist regime in Cambodia 
from 1975-1979), and North Korea. Russia and the United States have contributed to weapons 
trade as well. The U.S. has a history of supporting anti-terrorist organizations and Russia has 
given aid to Afghan-Taliban and the Assad-Regime. While these countries have different intentions 
they have all put first world weapons in undeveloped nations. This issue raises a few key 
questions. Should military technology be regulated, restricted, destroyed, banned, etc? Should the 
Security Council attempt to control the military complex? What steps should the Security Council 
take to regulate weapons-trafficking? 

1 www.gov.uk/government/news/us-uk-france-statement-on-the-chemical-weapons-attack-in-syria. 
2

3

www.vice.com/en_us/article/mvp73b/sofex-the-business-of-war-full-length.    
sofexjordan.com/Conference. 

4  www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/aug/10/space-force-everything-you-need-to-know 

http://www.gov.uk/government/news
http://www.vice.com/en_us/article/mvp73b/sofex-the-business-of-war-full-length


Security Council Topic 2 
Rules of Engagement

Rules of Engagement (ROE) are the internal rules or directives used by military forces 
(including individuals) that define the circumstances, conditions, degree, and manner in which the 
use of force, or actions which might be construed as provocative, may be applied1. For police, the 
rules of engagement tend to focus on public safety and are based on the concept of using the 
minimum force necessary to uphold the law and ensure public safety. Similar to this, most military 
rules of engagement state that “if there is any chance of creating civilian casualties, or if you 
don’t know whether you will create civilian casualties, and you can withdraw from the situation 
without firing, then you must do so”. 

 Overall, ROE stress importance of protecting human life. Lately, there has been much 
controversy over the ROE regarding terrorism. Terrorists have become creative in their ways of 
fighting first-world countries, often using the ROE as cover for their benefit. One way that 
terrorists exploit the concept of ROE is that they normally do not wear uniforms so that they can 
blend into the civilian population. This has caused a major problem called undercover terrorism. In 
Iraq and Afghanistan, terrorist are dressed just like civilians so finding the difference between the 
two is almost impossible. In most cases, soldiers do not find out until it is too late. Usually, 
soldiers will suddenly be ambushed and have to carefully distinguish between civilian and terrorist. 
In other situations, soldiers may be coming up on an area with likely targets but will be denied 
permission to attack due to the possibility of there being civilians. For example, a cavalry group in 
2012 tracking an unknown vehicle with combatants dressed as civilians were denied permission to 
attack because they were unsure of whether or not the occupants of the vehicle were actually 
terrorists. Eventually, they stopped the vehicle but were brutally injured because there was a 
suicide bomber inside. Another example is when terrorists in Somalia and Palestine use civilians as 
human shields to prevent soldiers from shooting at them. According to common ROE, soldiers are 
not permitted to shoot if there is a chance that they might harm civilians, and in some militaries, 
soldiers must first ask permission to attack an area. Many people advocate taking the lives of some 
civilians to send a message to terrorists that militaries will not so easily be manipulated while 
others advocate the ROE. Another problem with the ROE with terrorism is declaring areas a war 
zone2. During World War Two, legislatures would declare parts of Europe a war zone basically 
telling all civilians to get out of the war zone so they do not become mistaken as a bad guy. In the 
war against terrorism, countries like the United States, France, Russia, the United Kingdom have 
been afraid to truthfully carry out their job due to fear of bad public relations. Military forces are 
required by their own ROE to positively identify (PID) each and every target before “engaging”3.  
This means that the soldiers must identify the bad guys before they can shoot back. This can cause 
problems as a PID is totally up to interpretation from the soldiers, who must make split-second life 
and death decisions. Overall, terrorist have found ways to exploit the ROEs used by many first-
world nations and with rules that are general, soldiers do not know how to respond in special 
scenarios. Should we have standard ROE? Do soldiers have to right to defend themselves? What 
should the priorities for ROE be? Should ROE focus on the security of military personnel or 
civilians? What can be done to combat undercover terrorism? 

1  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rules_of_engagement 
2 johntreed.com/blogs/john-t-reed-s-blog-about-military-matters/81816899-the-rules-of-

engagement-are-the-problem. 
3  www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/haditha/themes/roe.html. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Use_of_force
http://www.pbs.org/


Security Council Topic 3 
Conflict Accountability: How international acts of aggression affect children 

As this council often addresses threats to world peace and aims to promote coalitions to ensure the 
security of persons across the globe, the solutions are often centered around imposing sanctions or responding 
to conflicts and tension with violence. While these are typically legitimate solutions, it is imperative to remember 
that acts of aggression have significant consequences. Each delegate must decide to assume the responsibility of 
protecting their citizens from what often seems like a tragic, although inevitable consequence of warfare.  

This topic specifically focuses on children. When the council decides to engage in war, the results often 
include communities being torn apart and governments falling to corruption. In the aftermath of the chaos, families 
are separated, the death count is high, and society is often in debt as weapons are expensive. Innocent children, 
simply trying to survive are the victims of the “cost of war.” Currently, the number of displaced people by conflict 
exceeds 50 million. In addition, conflicts resulting in lack of accessibility to treatment facilities and scarcities 
regarding vaccinations and health care have led to over 1.5 million children dying each year as a result of 
preventable diseases.  

Take Afghanistan for example, where there are currently 1.6 million recognized orphans. These children are 
often left to the streets, as orphanages lack resources, humanitarian organizations lack funds, and governments 
lack stability. In many instances they are abused, taken advantage of, and malnourished. They are not provided with 
opportunities to succeed or to get an education, but are left to fend for themselves; they are never taught right 
from wrong. A substantial portion of the next generation in these regions plagued by conflict are left in horrifying 
situations and know nothing but conflict and violence; these are the future leaders and decision makers of such 
nations. In Afghanistan, over 100,000 children under the age of 5 die each year and fewer than 50 percent of 
children are provided with opportunities to get secondary educations. Moreover, forced marriages, child 
pornography, unregulated labor, and human trafficking plague the region; for instance, over 40 percent of children 
have entered legal marriages prior to the age of 18. Appallingly, under 1 percent of the youth population receives 
early childhood education and over 40 percent of children are left without adequate care.  

The circumstances are not insular as there are over 143 million certified orphans around the world. 
Adoption processes are very difficult, and in many nations programs are seemingly nonexistent. In Afghanistan, 
seldom aid groups even attempt to help with adoption services, as it is culturally looked down upon and 
extremely difficult. It takes years, sometimes decades of waiting and persistence in working towards adopting a 
child from a war torn region.  

For example, cultural barriers include policies that dictate only certified, practicing islamic families can 
adopt children in nations such as Afghanistan. Moreover, the concrete proof of the parents no longer being able 
to take care of the children that is required to start the process is hard to accumulate in the midst of conflict and 
chaos. The adequate structures are simply not in place in a large portion of the world to care for and protect 
children from abuse and violence. These innocent children are not provided with access to stable sources of food, 
water, and protection, but are rather left to the streets without an education or guidance.  

What policies could be enacted to ensure decision makers fully comprehend the results of their actions? 
What kinds of efforts would benefit the children in these situations? Could throwing billions of additional dollars 
into inadequately structured programs fix the problems? Does your nation care more about “winning” the conflict 
than settling the situation? Can some conflicts be eliminated through rational decision making or less aggressive 
policies? How can solutions be effectively initiated? Rather than prolonging the situation and causing turmoil 
leading to generational conflict, try to consider solutions that may be superior in minimizing damage and resulting 
in peace.  

"Afghanistan Conflict, 2001–." Gale Student Resources in Context, Gale, 2018. Student Resources In Context, 
 http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2181500104/SUIC?u=bato56210&sid=SUIC&xid=74950390. 

“Afghanistan Statistics.” UNICEF for Every Child, UNICEF, 18 Dec. 2013,  
     www.unicef.org/infobycountry/afghanistan_statistics.html. 

Latifi, Ali Muhammad. “The Challenges of Adopting Afghan Children.” Generation Progress, 
Voices, 10 Aug. 2019.  genprogress.org/voices/2010/08/11/15580/the-challenges-of-adopting-afghan-children/  

Miliband, David, and Ravi Gurumurthy. "Improving humanitarian aid: how to make relief more  

efficient and effective." Foreign Affairs, July-Aug. 2015. Student Resources In Context, 
http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A421819606/SUIC?u=bato56210&sid=SUIC&xid=7319b59a. 

Trijssenaar, Cecile. “Adoption from Countries at War or Suffering a Natural Disaster.”  
International Adoption Guide, International Adoption Guide, 16 July 2018, www.internationaladoptionguide.co.uk/from-which-
countries-is-it-possible-to-adopt-from/adopting-from-countries-at-war-or-natural-disasters.html. 

Wahidy, Farzana, and Shikiba Babori. “Afghanistan's Orphans.” Universes in Universe, Nafas Art Magazine, Apr. 2008. 
universes.art/en/nafas/articles/2008/afghanistans-orphans/. 

http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ2181500104/SUIC?u=bato56210&sid=SUIC&xid=74950390
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/afghanistan_statistics.html
http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A421819606/SUIC?u=bato56210&sid=SUIC&xid=7319b59a
http://www.internationaladoptionguide.co.uk/from-which-countries-is-it-possible-to-adopt-from/adopting-from-countries-at-war-or-natural-disasters.html
http://www.internationaladoptionguide.co.uk/from-which-countries-is-it-possible-to-adopt-from/adopting-from-countries-at-war-or-natural-disasters.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Crisis Data Sheet: The BuMUNic Plague 

What is the BuMUNic Plague? 
The BuMUNic Plague is a bacterial infection carried by fruit flies transported through the 
exportation of goods. The overprescription of antibiotics in Western developed countries has led to 
compromised immune systems and the resilience of bacteria; therefore, the general populous is 
more susceptible to bacterial infection. 

How did the BuMUNic Plague spread? 
Fruit exported by Australia (bananas, kiwis, etc.) brought fruit flies that carry the BuMUNic Plague 
to China. Once outbreaks of disease occured in China, the BuMUNic Plague rapidly spread across 
Asia and Europe. Oranges exported from Europe to the United States carried the epidemic to the 
Americas, sending powerful, highly influential countries and their governments into chaos. 

Countries affected by the BuMUNic Plague: 
Countries such as Australia, the United States, China, France, Greece, and Italy as well as others 
have high levels of antibiotic prescription. Thus, their citizens are infected at a higher rate. 

What are the effects of the BuMUNic Plague on a nation? 
Social 

● 72% of people who contract the disease will die; population is rapidly decreasing.
● Many children are orphaned.
● Due to food and supply shortages, there is an increase in looting.

Political 
● Leading political powers have a higher infection rate than less developed countries.
● Death of political leaders leads to major unrest and global turmoil.
● Most nations enter a state of emergency.

Economic 
● Citizens in affected countries are banned from traveling internationally in an effort to

contain the disease.
● World trade is suffering, and there are both food and supply shortage shortage due to a

lack of exportation by affected countries.
● Prices for imported goods skyrocket due to the shortage.
● Businesses are forced to close, and the unemployment rate rises.

Things to consider for my country: 
● What is the rate of overprescription of antibiotics for my country?
● Is my country considered sanitary? How easily does disease spread?
● What is my country’s protocol for outbreaks of disease?
● How dependent is my country on imports from effected countries?
● How dependent is my countries economy on exports to effected countries?
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Country Data Sheet 

Afghanistan 
Capital City: Kabul  Location: South-Central Asia   Population: 34940837   
Official Language: Dari 80%  and Pashto 47%     Other Languages: Uzbek 11%, English 5%, Turkmen 2%, 
Urdu 2%, Pashayi 1%, Nuristani 1%, Arabic 1%, Balochi, Shughni, Pamiri, Hindi, Russian, German, French 
Student Ambassadors: Jack Osborne(general), Divya Kasarla(general), Kate Kaufman(ecosoc), Riley 
Hulin(ecosoc 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Acadiana 

Economy 
Economic Status: Afghanistan is a developing country with one of the poorest economies in the world due to 
war damage, corruption, and the inability for the government to exert control over it. Afghanistan’s economy is 
heavily dependent on agriculture and has improved slightly since 2001 because of recovery of the agricultural 
sector and foreign aid. Another problem Afghanistan faces is that the economy is also dependent on opium 
production and smuggling. The industrial product growth rate is -1.9%. Afghanistan does not produce any 
fossil fuels besides natural gas at 164.2 million cu m. It consumes all of its domestic natural gas (164.2 million 
cu m) and 34,210 bbl of refined petrolatum products per day. The per capita income is $2,000. 
World Trade: After the fall of the Taliban Government in 2001, Afghanistan began international trade, but 
they have a deficit due to the lack of infrastructure, war damage, and insecurity which hindered progress. 
Afghanistan’s imports are valued 4 times higher than the exports. Afghanistan's major imports are machinery 
and other capital goods, food, textiles, petroleum products. Their main import partners are China 21%, Iran 
20.5%, Pakistan 11.8%, Kazakhstan 11%, Uzbekistan 6.8%, and Malaysia 5.3%. Afghanistan’s major exports 
are opium, fruits and nuts, handwoven carpets, wool, cotton, hides and pelts, precious and semi-precious 
gems, and medical herbs. Their main export partners are India 56.5% and Pakistan 29.6%. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Ashraf Gani 
Form of Government: Unitary presidential Islamic republic 
Government History and Stability: The current government took control in 2004 when the American military 
handed control to the new Afghan government. Currently the government is fairly stable but the country is in 
widespread conflict with various armed groups. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Afghan National Army and National 
Police are newly formed entities but both are in conflict with armed groups across Afghanistan. The national 
military has issues with spies from the Taliban and other armed groups and also issues with corruption and 
desertion. Despite this, Afghanistan is in the midst of an extreme modernization and mobilization of the Afghan 
military, with many contracts from Western defense companies supplying modern equipment to Afghanistan, 
and with a massive recruitment campaign ballooning the ANA to 175,000. Afghanistan does not have nuclear 
capabilities and is not seeking such capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: 1 Enduring Strategic Partnership Agreement between the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan and the United States of America    2 Montreal Protocol    3 Islamic Military Counter 
Terrorism Coalition    4 Ottawa Treaty   5 South Asia Free Trade Agreement 
Significant Disputes: 1 Border dispute with Pakistan on Durand Line 2 Border Dispute with Iran over Afghan-
Iranian border 3 Iranian dispute with Afghanistan restricting the Helmands river flow during drought 4 Over 
70,000 refugees from Pakistan, and 1.29 million Internally Displaced People from the south and west due to 
drought and conflict 5 Tons of drug trafficking which funds anti government groups, illegal cultivation and 
trafficking of opium and cannabis. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The major religion of Afghanistan is the Sunni sect of 
Islam, with 99.7% of the population claiming this religion. There is much religious conflict between the Sunni 
and Shi'a. The Taliban are radicalized sunni terrorists. They target and kill minority groups, like the Shi'a. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The constitution guarantees free education through a bachelor's degree. 
Adult literacy rate is around 38%. They have primary education(grades 1-6), secondary education(grades 7-
12), higher education, vocational training, teacher training, and religious schooling. 



Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Afghanistan increases by 2.5% annually. The birth rate is 
37.9 births per 1000 people. The death rate is 13.7 deaths per 1000 people. The under five mortality rate is 
257 deaths by 1000 live births, the third highest in the world. The infant mortality rate is 165 deaths per 
1000 live births. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: A 2014 study in a district hospital in Kabul found  that  antibiotics prescription 
rates were double the WHO recommendation of 30%, leading to possible inappropriate prescriptions for 
certain conditions. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/af.html 
https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/cs/profiles/Afghanistan.pdf 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=ST/ADM/SER.B/973 http://www.icbl.org/en-gb/the-
treaty/treaty-status.a 
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Country Data Sheet 

Algeria 
Capital City: Algiers  Location: Africa   Population: 41.32   
Official Language: Arabic     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: H.Brister(General) O. Lewis (General) K.Benford(EcoSoc) A.Bell(EcoSoc) 
Delegation: Southern University laboratory school 

Economy 
Economic Status: Algeria is a republican party that is in northern Africa and is surrounded by the Saharan 
dessert. Algeria is a member of the Arab League State. The industrialized status of Algeria is 46.2. Algeria has 
increased in poverty over the years do to this status. Algeria uses 99.98% of fossil fuels for the country. Thee 
gross national income of Algeria is 621.9 million dollars. Algeria makes roughly 15,050 million dollars per year. 
World Trade: International trade in Algeria over the past several decades has maintained a trade surplus, 
largely due to the export of hydrocarbons, which accounts for 90 percent of exports. In 1999 that surplus 
reached $4.4 billion on exports of $13.7 billion and imports of $9.3 billion. Algeria trades crude oil to mainly 
western Europe. The biggest trade partners are United states, Spain, Italy, France, Canada, and Brazil. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
Form of Government: Presidential system- Republican or Democrats 
Government History and Stability: Algeria's political system can be described as a semi-presidential 
constitutional republic. The President of Algeria is the head of state, and the Prime Minister is the head of the 
government. The government holds executive power and legislative power which is shared with the two 
chambers of the Algerian parliament. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Algeria has an Army, Navy, and Air force. 
Algeria strongly disagree to the power of nucleus missiles. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Algeria signed peace agreement with France promising independence in 
1962. 
Significant Disputes: N/A 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Algeria is 97% Muslim. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Algeria is Adult (15+) literacy rate. In 2015, the adult literacy rate for 
Algeria was 79.6 %. Adult literacy rate of Algeria increased from 49.6 % in 1987 to 79.6 % in 2015 growing at 
an average annual rate of 13.53 %. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth in Algeria 1.7%. The Birth rate is 
2.78 births per women. The death rate is 4.3 deaths/1,000 population 
Antibiotic Prescription Info:  

Sources 
https://www.wtca.org/world-trade-center-algiers 
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Country Data Sheet 

Argentina 
Capital City: Buenos Aires  Location: Southern part of South America   Population: 44694198   
Official Language: Spanish     Other Languages: Italian, English, German, French, Indigenous (Mapudungun, 
Quechua) 
Student Ambassadors: Sofia Garza-Caraccia (GA), Ella Kutner (GA) 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Argentina has a 2.7% industrial production growth rate. Argentina consumed 88.2% of fossil 
fuel energy produced in Argentina in 2014. The gross national product is 897.2 billion PPP (purchasing power 
parity) dollars. The per capita income is 20,270 PPP dollars. Argentina has an economic system with private 
freedom and  centralized economic planning and government regulation; its economic status falls in varying 
places compared to the neighboring countries of Chile, Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay (generally in the 
upper middle). 
World Trade: Argentina’s major export products are soybeans as derivatives, petroleum and gas, vehicles, corn 
and wheat. Argentina’s major import products are machinery, motor vehicles, petroleum and natural gas, 
organic chemicals, and plastics. Argentina’s biggest trading partner is Brazil, followed by the US, China, 
Germany, and Chile. Argentina has a 1.3 billion dollar trade deficit. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Mauricio Macri 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: In 1816, Argentina declared independence. Until the mid-20th century, 
Argentina had periods of internal political unrest and conflict between civilian and military factions. However, 
in 1983 democracy returned and persisted in the face of the 2001-2002 economic crisis that consisted of 
numerous presidential resignations. In 2003-2015 there was Peronist rule that caused isolation and economic 
stagnation. Mauricio Macri’s 2015 election began reform and international reintegration, leading to existing 
stability today. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Argentina has three branches of military: the 
Argentine Army, the Navy of the Argentine Republic, and the Argentine Air Force. Argentina spends 0.95% of 
the GDP on military expenditures; however, the military is well organized aiding to its strength. Argentina has 
75,000 active personnel in the military. Argentina has no current nuclear weapons, but does have an extensive 
nuclear energy program. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: 1973 Boundary treaty between Uruguay and Argentina and Bilateral 
Investment Treaty with the United States. 
Significant Disputes: Argentina asserts claim over the Falkland Islands, South Georgia, the South Sandwich 
Islands, Antarctica, and Brasiliera Island. All claims are disputed by at least one of the following countries: 
United Kingdom, Brasil, Uruguay, and Chile. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Argentines are nominally Roman Catholic (92%), 
Protestant (2%), Jewish (2%),  and other (4%). 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Argentina’s education expenditures consist of 5.9% of the GDP. Time in 
school from primary to tertiary education is 16 years for males and 18 years for females. The literacy rate is 
98.1%. The education is free secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Argentina’s population growth rate is 0.89%. The birth rate 
is 16.5 births for every 1,000 people, and the death rate is 7.5 deaths for every 1,000 people. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Argentina has antibiotic resistance problems that stem from lack of regulation in 
human use and lack of medical education for prescribers on antibiotic use. Such problems elevate difficulty in 
treating prevalent infectious diseases (tuberculosis, acute respiratory infections, diarrheal diseases, etc.) 

Sources 
Sources Used:  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ar.html 
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=argentina#misc  
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EG.USE.COMM.FO.ZS?locations=AR  ht 



Country Data Sheet 

Australia 
Capital City: Canberra  Location: Oceania: South Pacific, NW of New Zealand   Population: 24944051   
Official Language: English     Other Languages: Mandarin, Italian, and Arabic 
Student Ambassadors: N. Farhat (EcoSoc) 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High 

Economy 
Economic Status: GDP (PPP): $1.2 trillion; 2.5% growth; $48,899 per capita Unemployment: 5.7% Inflation 
(CPI): 1.3% Australia has a mixed-market economy. In the Asia-Pacific region, Australia ranks number four as 
one of the top wealthiest nations in the area and they rank number five worldwide. 60% of their GDP comes 
from service (financial and insurance) and many of their exports are based upon mining and agriculture. 
Economic expansion has been ongoing for twenty years and they are fully industrialized. 
World Trade: Australia is a member of the World Trade Organization in order to promote economic growth and 
liberalization of economies. Australia’s main exports include iron ore (20%), coal briquettes (16%), gold (10%), 
petroleum gas (7.3%), and aluminium oxide (2.2%). Their imports include cars (8.9%), refined petroleum (5.7%), 
computers (3.3%), packaged medicaments (3%), and crude petroleum (2.9%). Australia’s main trade partners are 
China, Japan, South Korea, India, Thailan, United States, Germany, and New Zealand. Australia has a trade 
surplus of AUD 1.97 billion (.72 US Dollar = 1 AUD). 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Scott Morrison 
Form of Government: Representative Democracy and Constitutional Monarchy 
Government History and Stability: The Australian government is highly stable. On January 1, 1901, six british 
colonies came together and formed the Commonwealth of Australia. Powers are divided between a federal 
government and the six states that fall under Australia. These states include New South Wales, Queensland, 
South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia. The Australian Parliament enacts laws affecting the 
whole country. The head of state is Queen Elizabeth II, with the Governor-General representing the queen. 
There are three arms of this government including parliament, executive government, and judicial. The six 
states each have its own parliament, executive, judicial arm, and leader called a premier. They are allowed to 
pass any law as long as it is not in conflict with the commonwealth. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Australian Defense Force includes the 
Royal Australian Navy, Australian Army, and the Royal Australian Air Force. Have about 80,000 full time active 
military personnel. They rank 21st in military strength world wide. Australia has never had any nuclear 
capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Important treaties include the International Treaty for the Limitation 
and Reduction of Naval Armament (1930), Agreement for United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration (1943),Exchange of Notes reviving Certain Pre War Agreements between Australia and Hungary 
(1949), Exchange of Notes Reviving Certain Pre War Agreements with Romania (1949), and Treaty on the Non 
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (1973). 
Significant Disputes: Australia is a peaceful country with few disputes with other countries. There are only a 
few conflicts with any foreign nations. There are high tensions between China and Australia because even 
though they have a great trade partnership, China is discontent about the strong relationship between 
Australia and the US. Australia is attempting to settle the South China Sea dispute because China is currently 
attempting to claim territories and Australia fear they want to gain more power over trade and resources. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 52% of Australia’s population is Christian, 30% do not 
associate with any religion, and the rest of the country consists of small amounts of Muslims, Hindus, and 
Buddhists. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Australian educational system consists of primary (5-11 age), secondary 
(12-17 age), and tertiary schooling (18+ age). Australians 15+ have a 99% literacy rate. Australia's public 
school are all secular. 



Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate in 1.32%, 12.1 births per 
woman, 7.3 deaths per 1,000 people, infant mortality rate is 4.3 deaths per 1,000 live births, life expectancy 
of males is 80.4 years, life expectancy of females is 84.6 years, and there are 99.36 males per 100 females. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Australia is currently ranked one of the highest in antibiotic users and it is 
becoming harder for medical professionals to treat serious illnesses such as pneumonia and tuberculosis. The 
government is currently attempting to raise awareness for the overuse of antibiotics by participating in World 
Antibiotic Week, but Australia has not implemented any governmental policies to combat the problem. 

Sources 
https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/oceania_languages.htm 
https://www.heritage.org/index/country/australia https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/aus/ 
https://www.australia.gov.au/about-government/how-government-works 
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Country Data Sheet 

Belgium 
Capital City: Brussels  Location: Europe: Western Europe, NE of Spain   Population: 11570762   
Official Language: Dutch, French, and German     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: J. Cheramie (EcoSoc), H. Hoffmann (EcoSoc), O. Ettinger (General Assembly), A. 
Almoaswes (General Assembly) 
Delegation: Jesuit High School of New Orleans 

Economy 
Economic Status: Belgium has maintained a very stable and consistent manufacturing industry while relying on 
other outlets for obtaining fossil fuels which makes up 35% of their electricity capacity. Belgium holds a gross 
national product of $493.7 billion and a per capita income of $47,960 US. While Belgium provides a higher GDP 
per capita than most surrounding countries such as Spain and France, Germany and Holland possess a greater 
GDP per capita. However, the overall GDP of all surrounding countries is significantly higher than that of 
Belgium. 
World Trade: Belgium's current import partners include Holland, Germany, France, USA, UK, Ireland, and China, 
receiving raw minerals, raw oil and fossil fuel products, machinery, and food and pharmaceuticals. Belgium's 
current export partners include Germany, France, Holland, UK, Italy, and US, shipping finished metals, finished 
chemicals, built machinery, and Belgian waffles and chocolates. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Currently Not Applicable 
Form of Government: Federal Parliamentary Democracy under a Constitutional Monarchy 
Government History and Stability: The monarchy is hereditary, while the legislative branch consists of a 
bicameral Parliament with a senate of 60 seats, 50 of which elected by regional elections and 10 elected by 
other senators, and a chamber of representatives, which contains 150 citizen-elected seats. The leader of the 
majority party is appointed prime minister. Neither the senate nor the chamber of representatives have 
convened since 2014. Also, there is no current Prime Minister due to his recent resignation over migration 
disputes. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Belgian military accounts for lees than 
1% of the annual GDP and citizens are not required to serve in the military at any point in their lives. There are 
four branches of the Belgian Armed Forces: the Land Component, the Naval Component, the Air Component, 
and the Medical Component. Currently, Belgium has no nuclear military power and has signed an act of nuclear 
disarmament. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Treaty of Brussels Treaty of London 1839 Treaty of the Functioning of 
the European Union North Atlantic Treaty Belgium-USA Double Tax Treaty 
Significant Disputes: Germany in WW2 Border of Netherlands 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 50% of Belgium’s people are Roman Catholic, 5% of the 
population identifies as Muslim, 2.5% are Protestant or other Christian denominations, 9% are Atheist, and 
almost 33% of the country does not follow an organized religion. There is relatively little dispute among all of 
the present religions. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 99% of Belgium’s population over the age of 15 is literate. There are 
three levels of Belgian schooling compulsory until the second level is completed typically lasting ages 6-18.  
The school year typically lasts from the beginning of September until the end of June. Moral and religious 
studies are compulsory in most schools. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The birth rate in Belgium is 11.3 births per every 1000 
citizens and the death rate is 9.7 deaths per every 1000 citizens, resulting in an population growth rate of 
0.67%. The infant mortality rate is 3.4 deaths per every 1000 babies born. Finally, the life expectancy of males 
is 78.6 and of females is 83.9. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: The purchasing and selling of both prescription and over the counter drugs is 
restricted to approved  pharmacies in Belgium though more recently the approved selling of medications is 
becoming more common in other locations allowing for more common access to medication. 



Sources 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Belgium/History https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/be.html 
https://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/policy/international_institutions/regional_institutions/nato 
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Country Data Sheet 

Belize 
Capital City: Belmopan  Location: Central America, bordering the Caribbean Sea and between Guatemala and 
Mexico   Population: 385854   
Official Language: English     Other Languages: Spanish, Creole, Mayan, German, Garifuna  
Student Ambassadors: H.Pattam(GeneralAssembly) 
Delegation: Haynes Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: The GDP was $3.128 billion (2017 est.), and the per capita GDP was $8,300 (2017 est.). 
The GDP compared to the world is 187th and the per capita income is 149th. Electricity production is 280 mil 
kWh (2016 est.), and 51% of the installed capacity is from fossil fuels. Crude oil production is 2,000 bbl/day 
(2017 est.), refined petroleum products production is 36 bbl/day (2015 est.), and natural gas production is 0. 
World Trade: Major import products are machinery and transport equipment, manufactured goods, fuels, 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, food, beverages, and tobacco. Partners include US, China, Mexico, and Guatemala. 
Main exports are sugar, bananas, citrus, clothing, fish products, molasses, wood, and crude oil, and major 
partners are UK, US, Jamaica, Italy, Barbados, Ireland, & Netherlands. There could be a deficit because the 
current balance is -$143 million; However, they made $845.9 mil on exports(2017) and $457.5 mil(2017) on 
imports. Their budget had $553.5 mil in revenue and $572 mil in expenditures, but that doesn’t have to do 
with trade. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Dean Oliver Barrow; Head of State Queen Elizabeth II 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Democracy under a constitutional monarchy, commonwealth realm 
Government History and Stability: The government is very stable as there have been peaceful democratic 
elections since independence on Sept. 21,1981. The monarchy is hereditary, with the governor general being 
appointed by the monarch. Following legislative elections, the leader of the majority party or majority coalition 
is usually appointed prime minister by the governor general. The prime minister then recommends the deputy 
prime minister. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Belize Defense Force is made up of: 3 
infantry battalions with 3 companies each, 3 reserve companies, 1 support group, Air Wing, Police Dept., and 
40 Great Britain army personnel in Belize. Overall, the army is not very strong. Belize doesn’t have nuclear 
capabilities as they are a state party to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty since 1985. This makes it 
recognized as a Non-Nuclear Weapon State (NNWS). It has signed and ratified the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT). 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: 1)Britain and Guatemala signed a treaty which defined the borders from 
the Rio Hondo to Sarstoon, but there were issues with the agreement, so Guatemala and Britain will go to the 
International Court of Justice April 10,2019. 2)They are a founding member of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM),which is a regional integration initiative between 15 English-speaking Caribbean countries.  3) In 
1763, there was a treaty between Spain & Britain which gave Belize some kind of status. 4) Belize became a 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade(GATT) contracting party and is an original member of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 5)They are also part of the Belize-Guatemala Partial Scope Agreement. 
Significant Disputes: Belize’s main dispute is a land dispute between them and Guatemala that still hasn’t 
been resolved. Guatemala has agreed to go to the ICJ, but Belize has still not decided. The disputed land is 
12,270 kilometers, which is almost half of Belize. Guatemala, a former Spanish colony, wants control over the 
territory and water that Belize, a former British colony, has control over.  
 
 
 
 
 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Religions include Roman Catholic 40.1%,  Protestant 
31.5% (includes Pentecostal 8.4%, Seventh Day Adventist 5.4%, Anglican 4.7%, Mennonite 3.7%, Baptist 3.6%, 



Methodist 2.9%, Nazarene 2.8%), Jehovah’s Witness 1.7%, other 10.5% (includes Baha’i, Buddhist, Hindu, 
Mormon, Muslim, Rastafarian, Salvation Army), unspecified 0.6%, none 15.5% (2010 est.) Most religions are 
from Christianity with little to no disputes among all the religions. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Belize follows the British system with 3 levels : Primary Education, 
Secondary Education, and Tertiary Education. Education is required in Belize from ages 6-14 in primary 
education. They begin their 8 years of primary education with two years of “infant” classes, followed by 6 
“standards”; Secondary education has 4 “forms”, and it is followed by a 6th form, a 2-year program equivalent 
to junior college in the US. Belize decided to take steps towards making their education more secular than 
sectarian, like ensuring that all teachers had a degree and that post-secondary education was available. Their 
literacy rate among adults (15+) was 82.8% in 2015. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rather is 1.8% (2018 est.).There are 
22.9 births/1,000 population and 4.2 deaths/1,000 population (2018 est.). The infant mortality rate is 12 
deaths/1,000 live births (2018 est.). There are 1.03 males/female (2017 est.), and the total fertility rate is 2.8 
children born/woman (2018 est.). Life expectancy is 73.1 years for males and 76.3 years for females (2018 
est.). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Belize gets its medicine imported from US and Latin America. Although prices are 
25% higher compared to the US prices, they have no taxes on antibiotics and pain meds. This shows that they 
do sell all types of medicine, but a prescription is required for most pharmacists. 

Sources 
https://belize.com/pharmacy/ https://knoema.com/atlas/Belize/topics/Education/Literacy/Adult-literacy-rate 
https://www.retirepedia.com/belize-education.html https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_Belize 
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/wa 
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Country Data Sheet 

Bolivia 
Capital City: La Paz (administrative) & Sucre (legislative and judicial)  Location: South America   
Population: 11306341   
Official Language: Spanish (60.7%), Quechua (21.2%), Aymara (14.6%), Guarani (0.6%)     Other Languages: 
Indigenous (1.4%) 
Student Ambassadors: Lane Booker (Security), Morgan Hughes (Security), Josh Morton (GA) 
Delegation: Captain Shreve High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Though rich in natural resources, Bolivia is one of the least developed countries in South 
America. As a lesser developed country, Bolivia still relies heavily on fossil fuel usage, with 76% of all energy 
consumption in the country being a result of it. In 2017 Bolivia had a GDP purchasing power of $83.72 billion 
USD and a per-capita income of $7330 USD in 2017. 
World Trade: Bolivia relies heavily on the export of oil to support its economy. As as result, global decreases 
in oil products have hindered Bolivia’s economic development over the past 5 years. Bolivia currently has a 
trade deficit of roughly -$1.1 billion USD. Bolivia’s largest trading partners are Brazil, Argentina, China, the 
United States, Peru, and Japan. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Evo Morales 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: Bolivia has been in a constant state of political turmoil, even following the 
establishment of a democratic system in 1982. Though citizens now have the power to elect the leader, recent 
actions taken by the current administration have curtailed this authority - most notably President Morales’ 
push for a 2017 Supreme Court ruling to eliminate term limits within the Bolivia presidency. Though relatively 
politically stable at this time, the actions of Morales and his administration present a possible future threat to 
Bolivia’s future stability. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Bolivia maintains a token military of mostly 
voluntary troops, with a few conscripts when the annual quota is not met, in order to maintain peace and 
monitor its borders. Bolivia is not a nuclear power. However, in 2017 Bolivia entered into an agreement with 
Russia to begin a nuclear program in El Alto, pledging $300 million to the project. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Bolivia participates in the World Trade Organization, the United 
Nations, and was a signatory for the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the 
Caribbean in 1967. 
Significant Disputes: Bolivia is in an ongoing dispute with Chile and Peru regarding the Atacama corridor, 
which Bolivia aims to restore to its territory. In addition, the flow of illicit drugs, human trafficking victims, and 
smuggling places Bolivia in constant tension and conflict with its bordering neighbor countries (Argentia, Brazil, 
Peru, Paraguay, etc.). 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The majority of Bolivia’s citizens are Roman Catholic 
(76.8%), with Evangelical and Pentecostal (8.1%) and Protestant (7.9%) religions following behind. The 
remaining percentages are other smaller religions or no religion. Though there is relatively little conflict 
between these religious groups, new legislation limiting the evangelical actions of Christian groups has 
increased religious tensions, with many fearing the current administration is attempting to curtail religious 
freedom in the country. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Due to Bolivia’s underdeveloped nature, statistics regarding the literacy of 
the country varies wildly; however, most sources concede that around 80% of the population are literate. 
Serious gaps between rural and urban life in Bolivia has prevented the growth of this rate. Though Bolivia 
supports a publically funded school system, these institutions are often lacking severely in terms of funding in 
resources. As a result, private institutions thrive in Bolivia, particularly in more urban areas. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Bolivia had a birth rate of 21.6 births/1000 people and a 
death rate of 6.3 deaths/1000 people in 2018. Bolivia suffers from a net negative migration, mainly as a result 
of many young people leaving for education or better occupational opportunities. 



Antibiotic Prescription Info: Bolivia recognizes the dangers associated with the overprescription of 
antibiotics. However, Bolivia currently lacks the infrastructure to properly control the movement of drugs (legal 
and non) within its own borders. As a result, most antibiotic drugs can currently be purchased without a 
doctor’s prescription. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bl.html 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/january/bolivia-makes-evangelism-crime.html 
https://www.epdc.org/country/bolivia 
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Country Data Sheet 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Capital City: Sarajevo  Location: Southeastern Europe, Western Balkans   Population: 3500000   
Official Language: Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian     Other Languages:  
Student Ambassadors: Geoffery Aji(GA), Edward An(GA) 
Delegation: Haynes Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: Bosnia’s economy has been driven by post war reconstruction. It is an upper middle income 
country  Bosnia has a gross national product of $45.16 billion PPP dollars and has a per capita income of 
$12,880 PPP dollars. Bosnia has started to become more stable after the war but still isn’t completely stable 
World Trade: Bosnia exports goods such as car seats, electricity, processed wood, aluminum, furniture to 
countries like Germany, Croatia, Italy, Serbia, Slovenia, Austria. It imports goods such as crude oil, automobiles, 
motor oil, coal, briquettes from countries like Germany, Italy, Croatia, Serbia, China, Slovenia, Russia, Turkey. 
Bosnia is currently suffering a trade deficit of $4,077,565,901 

Government 

Country’s Leader: Šefik Džaferović(Bosniaks), Željko Komšić(Croats), Milorad Dodik(Serbs) 
Form of Government: Electoral Democracy, Republic 
Government History and Stability: The current system of government took power in late 1995 when the 
Dayton Peace Accords were signed. It is an extremely complex government and consists of 3 presidents. It is in 
charge foreign diplomatic and military issues. The parliament consists of House of Reps and House of People 
and they are directly elected via a system of proportional representation. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The two major commands of the Bosnia are 
the Joint Staff: Operational Command and the Support Command. There are three regiments and each are 
formed by soldiers from Bosnia, Croatia, and Serbia. The air forces of Bosnia is part of the Armed forces. 
Bosnia does not possess any nuclear power but has also not expressed opposition to nuclear weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Dayton Peace Agreement -  put an end to the 3 1⁄2-year-long Bosnian 
War, one of the armed conflicts in the former Socialist Federative Republic of Yugoslavia. Warsaw 
Convention(2005) - aims to facilitate international co-operation and mutual assistance in investigating crime 
and tracking down Protocol on Explosive Remnants of War - aims to limit the impact of cluster bombs and 
other unexploded devices on civilian populations CITES - Protects endangered animals Agreement on Special 
Parallel Relations - Better relationship between Serbia and Srpska 
Significant Disputes: Croatia- Border disputes not resolved even after Bosnian War Serbia - Disputes linger 
from the Serbia  war Montenegro - Border dispute called Sutorina Dispute regarding sovereignty of territory 
called sutorina 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: ecent demographic survey suggests that 50.1% of 
Bosnians are Muslims, 31% are Orthodox Christians, 15% are catholic and the country also consists of a few 
Jews. From 1992 to 1995 a conflict between the Serbs, Muslims and Croats resulted in genocide committed by 
Serbs against Muslims in Bosnia. The conflict ended with Bosnia partitioning into Bosnian Serb Republic and 
the Muslim-Croat Federation. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Primary Education is free and compulsory for all children from ages 6 
through 16. Secondary education is also free and students finish high school when they are 18 or 19 and many 
primary and secondary students are offered religious classes. Students who graduate have to take a 
qualification exam to enroll in a faculty or college. Bosnia has a literacy rate of 98.5. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Bosnia has a population of 3,502,574, but currently has a 
population growth rate of -0.16. There are only 8.8 births per 1000 population compared to a 10.0 death rate 
per 1000 people (2017 est.). Bosnia also has an infant mortality rate of 5.5 deaths/1000 live births and has a 
median age of 76.2 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: There are currently initiatives to reduce nonprescription sales and dispensing of 
antibiotics. 

Sources 



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Bosnia_and_Herzegovina 
https://globaledge.msu.edu/countries/bosnia-and-herzegovina/tradestats 
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/bosnia-herzegovina/articles/a-guide-to-religions-in-bosnia/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w 
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Country Data Sheet 

Brazil 
Capital City: Brasília  Location: South America   Population: 208846892   
Official Language: Portuguese     Other Languages: Less common languages include Spanish (border areas 
and schools), German, Italian, Japanese, English, and a large number of minor Amerindian languages 
Student Ambassadors: A. Basse (EcoSoc), O. Rodrigeuz (EcoSoc), P. Murray (GA), S. Corcoran (GA) 
Delegation: Lakeshore High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The Federative Republic of Brazil has the eighth largest economy in the world, however they 
were hit with a recession in 2015 and 2016 and have since been recovering.  In comparison to its neighbors, 
Argentina has the 26th largest economy, Uruguay has the 76th largest economy, Paraguay has the 94th 
largest economy, Bolivia has the 95th largest economy, Peru has the 51st largest economy, Colombia has the 
39th largest economy, Venezuela has the 65th largest economy, Guyana has the 160th largest economy, and 
Suriname has the 158th largest economy. It’s per capita income is $15,600 (2017 est.) and it’s gross national 
product is $3.248 trillion (2017 est.). It’s crude oil production is 2.622 million bbl/day (2017 est.), it’s refined 
petroleum products production is 2.811 million bbl/day (2015 est.), and it’s natural gas production is 23.96 
billion cu m (2017 est.). Brazil’s refined petroleum products consumption is 2.956 million bbl/day (2016 est.), 
and it’s natural gas consumption is 34.35 billion cu m (2017 est.). 
World Trade: Brazil has one of the largest economies in the world with very strong trade.  Major exports 
include: transport equipment, iron ore, soybeans, footwear, coffee, and automobiles. Major Imports include: 
machinery, electrical and transport equipment, chemical products, oil, automotive parts, electronics. Major 
export partners include China, The United States, Argentina, and The Netherlands, and major import partners 
include China, The United States, Argentina, and Germany. Brazil currently has a trade surplus of about 64 
billion US dollars. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: The President of Brazil is Jair Bolsonaro. He is the countries 38th president and started his 
term on January 1st, 2019. 
Form of Government: Brazil’s form of government is federal presidential republic. It is a collection of 26 states 
and the Federal District of Brasília. Each state has its own elected legislature and governor. Brazil is structured 
into the three branches. 
Government History and Stability: From 1964 to 1985, the military controlled the government under a 
succession of generals, who suspended constitutional guarantees of rights. Civilian government was restored in 
1985, and a new democratic constitution took effect in 1988. It provided for direct elections of a president 
and vice president to 6-year terms. This system is still in effect today. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Brazilian Armed Forces is the 
combination of the Brazilian Army, the Brazilian Navy and the Brazilian Air Force. The Brazilian Army had a 
recorded personnel strength of 235,000 active personnel in 2012 and, in addition, there were approximately 
1.8 million reserve soldiers. It is responsible for the defense of the country on the ground and ensuring law and 
order and the constitutional powers. Brazil has never developed either chemical or biological weapons, but from 
the 1970s to the early 1990s Brazil appeared to many outside experts to be using its robust nuclear energy 
program to develop a hedge capability for nuclear weapons development. By the early 1990s, Brazil had 
renounced all interest in nuclear weapons and curtailed its ballistic missile program after transitioning to a 
civilian government and ending a nuclear and missile rivalry with neighbor Argentina. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Brazil maintains tax treaties to avoid double taxation with the following 
countries: Austria, Argentina, Belgium, Canada, Chile, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France, 
Hungary, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, 
Russia, Singapore, Slovak Republic, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad & Tobago, 
Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, and Venezuela. The EU is also negotiating a free trade agreement with 
Brazil as part of the EU's Association Agreement negotiations with the Mercosur countries (which also include 
Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay). 
Significant Disputes: Uncontested boundary dispute between Brazil and Uruguay over Braziliera/Brasiliera 
Island have plagued the country. Also, along the smuggling of firearms and narcotics continues to be an issue 



along the Uruguay-Brazil border. Colombian-organized illegal narcotics and paramilitary activities penetrate 
Brazil's border region with Venezuela. It is because of Brazil's growing capabilities as an exporter that it is 
fairly reasonable to estimate that Brazil's participation on international trade negotiations and disputes should 
increase. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Mostly due to its colonial Portuguese roots, Brazil has 
the largest Roman Catholic population out of any country in the world. On the other hand, the number of 
people that identify as being Atheist or Agnostic has steady climbed all the way up to around 15 million people 
in Brazil, or around 8% of the total population. This number has risen in recent decades mostly due to that fact 
that it is more acceptable then ever to question or not believe that there is a god, along with that fact that 
worldwide more younger people have been shedding religion. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Brazil’s educational system is based in secular style. The Brazilian 
education laws have clearly intended to foster tolerance of the country's religious diversity. School is 
compulsory for all children between seven and 14 years of age. However, this is seldom enforced, as many 
children live in rural areas or have to work to make money for their families instead of spending time at school. 
The literacy rate is 92.6%. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Today, the birth rate is 1.77 births per woman, which is 
lower than the U.S. rate. It's estimated this rate will fall to 1.5 by 2034 and remain at that level through 2060. 
For now, Brazil has an estimated 2019 population of 212.39 million, up from less than 200 million just six 
years prior. The annual growth rate is 0.8% annual change (2017). The birth rate is 14.1 births/1,000 
population. The death rate is 6.7 deaths/1,000 population. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Global consumption of antibiotics is on the up, having increased by 65 per cent, 
to 34.8 billion daily doses between 2000 and 2015. Much of the increase has been driven by increased use of 
the drugs in emerging economies such as Brazil, Russia, India and China. In 2010, both Mexico and Brazil 
implemented policies to enforce existing laws of restricting consumption of antibiotics only to patients 
presenting a prescription. In Brazil the penicillins, sulfonamides and macrolides consumption had a decrease in 
level after the intervention, but overall antibiotic consumption increased. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/br.html 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2103.html  
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/subarticle.jsp?id=944  https://www.indexmundi.com/brazil/demographics_p 
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Country Data Sheet 

Cambodia 
Capital City: Phnom Penh  Location: Southeast Asia   Population: 16000000   
Official Language: Khmer and French     Other Languages: Chinese, Vietnamese, and Cham 
Student Ambassadors: Gregory White, Andy Nguyen 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High 

Economy 
Economic Status: Cambodia runs on 30% fossil fuels. The GDP is 22,16 billion which is lower than Vietnam 
and Thailand but higher than Laos. 
World Trade: Cambodia trails mostly with Vietnam, China, Thailand, and the United States. They trade mostly 
in petroleum, trading products and other items. They used to trade in timber but that has since decreased. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: King Norodom Sihamoni 
Form of Government: Constitutional Monarchy 
Government History and Stability: The government came about when Vietnam And Russia left the country in 
the 90s. They established a constitution that coincided with the monarchy. It it a stable government with three 
branches like legislative, judicial, and executive just like America. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Cambodia's military is the Royal Cambodian 
Armed Forces. It is not a major military power but it is not defunct in anyway. They have no nuclear power. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Warsaw Convention, Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear 
Accident, Paris Agreement, United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, United Nations Convention 
Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
Significant Disputes: Civil War, Vietnamese War, Thai Border Dispute, IndoChina Wars 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Buddhism is the official religion of Cambodia. 
Approximately 97% of Cambodia's population follows Theravada Buddhism, with Islam, Christianity, and tribal 
animism making up the bulk of the small remainder. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Presently, after its reform in 1996, the formal educational structure of 
Cambodia is formulated in 6+3+3. This means 12 years for the completion of general education that divides up 
into six years for primary education (grade 1 to 6) and six years for secondary general education (grade 7 to 
12).  Has a 78% literacy rate. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate 1.5%. The birth rate is 22.4 and 
the death rate is 7.78. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Antibiotic prescriptions are fairly common. 

Sources 
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/ministry-bans-buying-selling-antibiotics-without-prescription 
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Country Data Sheet 

Canada 
Capital City: Ottawa  Location: North America   Population: 37242571   
Official Language: English and French     Other Languages: Mandarin, Arabic and Spanish. Note: no individual 
non-official language is spoken by more than 2% of Canadians. 
Student Ambassadors: Jillian Augustine and Alexis Harvey 
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: - Canada was created as a way for France and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
northern Ireland to make money and has since stayed one of the richest countries in the world; however, its 
economy is not as strong as the US, its neighbor country. Canadian industrialization started in the 19th 
century and has moved away from agriculture, extraction of natural resources and rural cottage industries to 
manufacturing, services, and urban industries. Canada produces about 14366.7095 petajoules of energy from 
fossil fuels each year, and of that energy, about 73% of it is actually used. Canada’s GDP was about 1.8 trillion 
in 2018, placing Canada in 10th place globally; however, its neighbor country, the United States, had a GDP of 
about 20.6 trillion, making it 1st in the world. The income per capita in Canada is 45,750. 
World Trade: - Canada’s trade partners are: The United States, China, The UK, Japan, Mexico, South Korea, 
India and Germany. The most profitable Canadian exports are mineral fuels, vehicles, machinery, gems, precious 
metals, wood, plastics, Aluminum, and Aircrafts/spacecraft. Canada is in a trade surplus with its main trade 
partner, The United States, but is in a trade deficit with the rest of the world. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: - Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
Form of Government: - Federal Constitutional Monarchy 
Government History and Stability: - The Canadian confederation came to be through the Constitution Act of 
1867. It set up a strong government where a restricted crown is the central point of all three branches of 
government. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: - Canada is ranked 25th out of 136 
countries in terms of GFP (Global Fire Power). Canada currently has 88,000 military personnel, 64,000 of which 
are active. Canada also has a total aircraft strength of 413, total naval strength of 63, and a total land 
strength of 3,245. Although Canada is not exceptional in physical attack, the strength in natural resources, 
logistics, finance, and geography certainly make up for it. Canada has not officially possessed nuclear weapons 
since 1984. Since then, the country has formed many treaties with other countries for peace in terms of 
nuclear activity. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: - In 2017, Canada formed a treaty with Ukraine to allow free trade 
between the countries. Also in 2017, a treaty with Switzerland to allow immediate sharing of financial account 
information for the year between the countries was signed. Before that, in 2016 Canada signed a treaty with 
Romania dealing with nuclear weapons and calling for the development and application of Atomic Energy for 
Peaceful Purposes. In 2015, Treaty with The Republic of Korea allowing free trade between the countries. 
Finally, in 2014 Canada formed a treaty with Kazakhstan calling for peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 
Significant Disputes: - In the case of Clayton/Bilicon vs. Canadian government, a large US company owned 
shares in a large Canadian company and the shares were lost. The US is claiming $101,000 in damages. Again, 
the United States sues the Canadian government in the case of Lone Pine Resources Inc. vs Canadian 
government, the state of Delaware in the US is claims $118.9 million in damages to an oil and gas  company 
they own in Canada. - Finally, in another United States case of Tennant Energy LLC. Vs. Canadian government, 
a US corporation claims to own and control an enterprise in Canada and is claiming $116 million in damages 
due to a proposed wind farm in the enterprise. 
 
 
 

Culture 



Major Religions and how they relate to each other: - 67.2% of Canadians are Christian, with 38.7% of those 
Christians being Roman Catholic. All other religions are practiced by less than 4% of the population. 23.9% of 
Canadians are non-religious. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: - Canada is globally ranked 7th for Education, higher than its neighboring 
country, the United States, which ranks 14th. Canada has an impressive, stable literacy rate of 99%. Most 
Canadian schools are Catholic or Protestant schools, however, there are secular schools as well. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Canada has an annual population growth rate of 1.2%. 
There are about 385,777 births per year and about 267,000 deaths per year. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: - There are not over the counter antibiotics in Canada like in other Countries. A 
doctor must prescribe antibiotics to you, even if it is only a walk-in clinic. 

Sources 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Canada  http://www.thecanadaguide.com/basics/the-economy/  
https://www.treaty-accord.gc.ca/cts-rtc.aspx?lang=eng  https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-
strength-detail.asp?country_id=canada  https://w 
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Country Data Sheet 

Central African Republic 
Capital City: Bangui  Location: Central Africa   Population: 4600000   
Official Language: French & Sango     Other Languages: Tribe Languages 
Student Ambassadors: Joseph Delaney (General Assembly) , Karolyn Patrick (General Assembly) 
Delegation: Southern University Laboratory School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The CAR is one of the world’s least-developed countries, constrained by a poor 
transportation system, a largely unskilled work force, and a legacy of misdirected macroeconomic policies. The 
CAR scores very poorly on such regulatory factors as labor market flexibility and taxation. Progress to achieve 
a more welcoming business environment has been marginal. More than half of the population lives in rural 
areas and depends on subsistence agriculture. Ongoing concerns include high debt levels and weakening 
security conditions in diamond-exporting areas. 
World Trade: The resumption of support from the international community should help to reinforce the 
incipient positive impact of the country's reconstruction efforts. For this to happen, order will have to be 
restored in the regions where insecurity still prevails and the different reforms (including structural reforms) 
aimed at reducing the numerous supply-side constraints will have to be pursued. The country's land-locked 
situation is in itself a natural barrier to trade and tends to push up costs. However, trade facilitation measures, 
including the streamlining of institutional structures and the various taxation systems (import and export) 
which add to the costs of the goods traded, could help to contain its effects. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Faustin-Archange Touadera 
Form of Government: Semi-presidential republic 
Government History and Stability: Between January and December of 1960, 17 sub-Saharan African nations, 
including 14 former French colonies, gained independence from their former European colonists.  In the last 20 
years, CAR government stability has been very weak at an all-time low. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Air-Force, Garde républicaine, New 
amphibious force, Veteran Soldiers Men Availiable for Military Service : 853,760 Men Fit for Military Service: 
416,091 Active Personnel: 4,500 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: ACP: African, Caribbean, and Pacific Group of States AfDB: African 
Development Bank AU: African Union BDEAC: Central African States Development Bank CEMAC / UNDEAC: 
Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa EITI: Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative 
Significant Disputes: Group of 77 (G-77) Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) African Group Islamic Group 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 90 percent of the population of the Central African 
Republic are Christian. Islam is practiced by 9 percent of the population. The vast majority of Muslims are 
Malikite Sunni. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Central African Republic has an adult literacy rate of 36.75%. While the 
male literacy rate is 50.71%, for females is 24.36%, showing a big gap between the sexes. Compared to the 
rest of countries the literacy rate in Central African Republic is very low. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Birth rate: 34.3 births/1,000 population Death rate: 13.2 
deaths/1,000 population 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is widely acknowledged as a global problem, yet in 
many parts of the world its magnitude is still not well understood. This review, using a public health focused 
approach, aimed to understand and describe the current status of AMR in Africa in relation to common causes 
of infections and drugs recommended in WHO treatment guidelines. 
 
 

Sources 
https://www.worldwildlife.org/ecoregions/at0126 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13150040 
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=central-african-republic 
https://www.c-r.org/where-we-work/east-and-central-afri 



Country Data Sheet 

Chile 
Capital City: Santiago  Location: South America   Population: 18264186   
Official Language: Spanish     Other Languages:  
Student Ambassadors: M. Mardia (General Assembly) 
Delegation: Jesuit High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The 20th freest economy in the world. Fossil fuel energy consumption (% of total) in Chile 
was reported at 73.28 % in 2015. Having peaked at more than 10.0 million tonnes of oil equivalent (TOE) in 
2009 (Chile’s total production of primary energy fell to 9.2 million TOE in 2010, before increasing again in 
2012 to reach its highest value since 2007, at13.0 million TOE,417.9 billion PPP dollars (2017) 23,150 PPP 
dollars. Although Chile has high economic inequality, as measured by the Gini index, it is close to the regional 
mean. In 2006, Chile became the country with the highest nominal GDP per capita in Latin America 
World Trade: Chile is the 41st largest export economy in the world. In 2016, Chile exported $62.1B and 
imported $57.5B, resulting in a positive trade balance of $4.64B. In 2016 the GDP of Chile was $247B and its 
GDP per capita was $23.2k.  The top exports of Chile are Refined Copper ($12.6B), Copper Ore ($12.6B), 
Sulfate Chemical Woodpulp ($2.46B), Fish Fillets ($2.37B) and Wine ($1.94B), using the 1992 revision of the HS 
(Harmonized System) classification. Its top imports are Cars ($3.34B), Refined Petroleum ($2.97B), Crude 
Petroleum ($2.09B), Delivery Trucks ($1.8B) and Broadcasting Equipment ($1.68B).  The top export destinations 
of Chile are China ($17.4B), the United States ($8.86B), Japan ($5.19B), South Korea ($4.32B) and Brazil 
($2.94B). The top import origins are China ($14B), the United States ($10.1B), Brazil ($4.45B), Germany 
($2.72B) and Argentina ($2.37B). 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Sebastián Piñera 
Form of Government: representative democratic republic 
Government History and Stability: This in turn resulted in the 1973 coup d'état and the military dictatorship 
of General Augusto Pinochet, whose subsequent 17-year regime was responsible for numerous human rights 
violations and deep market-oriented economic reforms. In 1990, Chile finally made a peaceful transition to 
democracy. Chile's government is a representative democratic republic, whereby the President of Chile is both 
head of state and head of government, and of a formal multi-party system that in practice behaves like a two-
party one, due to binomialism. Executive power is exercised by the government. Chile is a stable country with a 
solid economy, a clear institutional framework and well-respected democratic institutions. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: 8,600,00 available manpower; 7,200,00 fit-
for-service; 280,00 reaching military age annually. Does not have a nuclear program but will soon. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The Boundary Treaty of 1881 between Argentina and Chile was signed 
on the 23 July 1881; The Boundary Treaty of 1866 between Chile and Bolivia, Australia–Chile Free Trade 
Agreement, Chile-United States Free Trade Agreement, Chile–Mexico Free Trade Agreement 
Significant Disputes: C Chile and Peru rebuff Bolivia's reactivated claim to restore the Atacama corridor, ceded 
to Chile in 1884, but Chile has offered instead unrestricted but not sovereign maritime access through Chile to 
Bolivian natural gas; Chile rejects Peru's unilateral legislation to change its latitudinal maritime boundary with 
Chile to an equidistance line with a southwestern axis favoring Peru; in October 2007, Peru took its maritime 
complaint with Chile to the ICJ; territorial claim in Antarctica (Chilean Antarctic Territory) partially overlaps 
Argentine and British claims; the joint boundary commission, established by Chile and Argentina in 2001, has 
yet to map and demarcate the delimited boundary in the inhospitable Andean Southern Ice Field (Campo de 
Hielo Sur) 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The majority religion in Chile, according to a 2018 
survey conducted by Plaza Publica Cadem, is Christianity (68%), with an estimated 54% of Chileans belonging 
to the Catholic Church, 14% to Protestant or Evangelical churches and just 7% to any other religion. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Youth literacy rate 99.1 %  Youth illiteracy 23,358 Youth female illiteracy 
47.8 % Adult illiteracy 483,344 Adult female illiteracy 53 % Elderly literacy rate 89.7 % Elderly illiteracy 
202,698 Elderly female illiteracy 60.9 % Due to the religion’s prominence in history, Catholic doctrine is usually 



incorporated into the public school curriculum, despite efforts to diversify it. Publicly subsidized schools are 
required to offer religious education two teaching hours per week through high school; although parents may 
decide to have their children omit religious education. Religious instruction in public schools is almost 
exclusively Catholic, although the Ministry of Education approved curricula for 14 other religious groups. 
Schools must teach the religion requested by the parents, but enforcement of this requirement is weak. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: 0.8% annual change (2017); Birth Rate: 13.6 births/1,000 
population; Death rate: 6.2 deaths/1,000 population; nfant mortality rate: total: 6.6 deaths/1,000 live births 
male: 7.1 deaths/1,000 live births female: 6.1 deaths/1,000 live births 
Antibiotic Prescription Info:  

Sources 
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-type-of-government-does-chile-
have.html:https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/chl/; https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php/Archive:Chile-EU_-_statistics_on_energy#Energy_production 
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Country Data Sheet 

China 
Capital City: Beijing  Location: East Asia   Population: 1417805290   
Official Language: Standard Chinese or Mandarin (Putonghua)     Other Languages: Yue (Cantonese), Wu 
(Shanghainese), Minbei (Fuzhou), Minnan (Hokkien-Taiwainese), Xiang, Gan 
Student Ambassadors: Annie Blanchard (Security), Faith Woods (Security), Maryn Matthews (Eco/Soc), Shreya 
Reshamwala (Eco/Soc), Brennan Cascio (GA), Nicole Mann (GA) 
Delegation: Saint Joseph's Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: China began implementing market reforms in 1978, effectively moving away from a centrally 
planned economy toward a more market-based economy. Since then, China has experienced extreme economic 
growth, with an average of 10% GDP growth annually; China’s GDP is now 12.238 trillion (2nd largest in the 
world). Despite this, China is still considered a developing country as its per capita income is still incredibly low 
at 8,690 USD. China is highly industrialized and is the world leader in gross value of both industrial and 
agricultural output. 
World Trade: China is the world leader in exports with a trade surplus of of 57.06 billion USD as of December 
2018. China exports various goods, including electrical and other machinery (computers and 
telecommunications equipment), clothing, furniture, and textiles. The main goods imported to China are 
electrical and other machinery (integrated circuits and other computer components), oil and mineral fuels, 
medical equipment, metal ores, soybeans, and cars. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Presiden Xi Jinping 
Form of Government: Communist party-led state 
Government History and Stability: After 20 years of civil war, the Communist party secured its power by 
defeating the Nationalists in 1949, thus creating the People’s Republic of China. The party has been in power 
since then and completely controls the government. A 24 member Politburo is elected by the party's central 
committee, and a smaller standing committee of the Politburo is headed by President Xi Jinping. The Politburo 
oversees the Military Affairs Commission,the State Council, and the National People's Congress, which is 
elected by the provinces. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: In recent years, the People’s Liberation Army 
has rapidly modernized, and military spending increased by 8% in 2018 to 175 billion USD. Some recent 
technology advancements include ballistic missles and fifth-generation aircraft. The People’s Liberation Army 
has 2,035,000 active personnel and 510,000 reserve personnel, making it the largest military in the world. 
China does have nuclear capabilities but maintains a “no first use policy” and keeps nuclear weapons at 
minimum needed for self defense. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: China has signed the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, the Montreal Protocol, and the Paris Convention. 
Significant Disputes: China has several significant territorial disputes with other nations. These include 
disputes over the Senkaku Islands with Japan, contested areas in the South China Sea, and the long-standing 
desire to reclaim Taiwan after their split in 1949. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: China has no official religion; however, the government 
recognizes five religions. These include Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Catholicism, and Protestantism. A vast 
majority of the population is not religious, although many align themselves with Confucian thoughts and 
principles. 52.2% of the population is unaffiliated with a religion, 18.2% are Buddhist, 5.1% are Christians, 
21.9% practice folk religions, 1.8% are Muslim, and Hindus, Jews, and other religions are less than 1% of the 
population each. Only state sanctioned churches are permitted, and even Chinese Catholicism is separate from 
the universal church based in Rome. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: China has the largest education system in the world, and in 1986, it 
became mandatory for all chinese children to attend nine years of government funded, secular schooling. 
According to the Ministry of Education, 99% of Chinese children attend school for those nine years. Much of 



this schooling is focused on preparation for the National Higher Education Entrance Examination (Gao Kao), 
which 9.75 million students took this past year. 96.4% of the total population is literate. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: In 2017, China had a population growth rate of 0.559%. 
China's birth rate has steadily declined since the introduction of the one-child policy in 1979, and China is 
struggling to deal with an aging population. There are now 12 births per 1,000 people and 7.3 deaths per 
1,000 people annually. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Though the government has required a prescription in order to receive 
antibiotics, a 2018 study of pharmacies across 13 Chinese provinces found that it is still relatively easily to 
attain antibiotics without one. China has extremely high levels of antimicrobial resistance. 

Sources 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-13017882 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ch.html https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/china/overview 
https://tradingeconomics.com/china/balance-of-trade https://www.internations. 
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Country Data Sheet 

Cooperative Republic of Guyana 
Capital City: Georgetown  Location: Top of South America   Population: 777859   
Official Language: English     Other Languages: Macushi, Akawaio, Wai-Wai, Arawak, and Wapishana 
Student Ambassadors: Jakob Wismar, Jeffrey Eschmann 
Delegation: Haynes Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: With a per capita gross domestic product of $8,300 in 2016, an average GDP growth of 
4.2% over the last decade, and a GNI per capita of 8,120 PPP dollars, Guyana is one of the fastest developing 
countries in the Western Hemisphere. However, it is currently one of the poorest South American countries. 
Guyana depends heavily on imported oil for its power needs. The country’s installed power generation capacity 
is about 83 percent oil-based and 17 percent biomass-fuelled. 
World Trade: Guyana is the 134th largest export economy in the world. In 2016, Guyana exported $1.74B and 
imported $1.73B, resulting in a positive trade balance of $2.55M. In 2016 the GDP of Guyana was $3.5B and 
its GDP per capita was $7.84k.  The top exports of Guyana are Gold ($865M), Rice ($166M), Aluminium Ore 
($121M), Raw Sugar ($70M) and Excavation Machinery ($67.6M), using the 1992 revision of the HS 
(Harmonized System) classification. Its top imports are Refined Petroleum ($278M), Excavation Machinery 
($118M), Cars ($39.7M), Large Construction Vehicles ($34.4M) and Cement ($27.1M).  The top export 
destinations of Guyana are Canada ($502M), the United States ($427M), Trinidad and Tobago ($164M), 
Belgium-Luxembourg ($57.9M) and Portugal ($48.8M). The top import origins are Trinidad and Tobago 
($458M), the United States ($451M), China ($136M), Suriname ($90M) and the United Kingdom ($53.5M). 

Government 
Country’s Leader: David A. Granger 
Form of Government: presidential representative democratic republic 
Government History and Stability: Authoritarian principles were abandoned in Guyana in 1985. Today, 
Guyana is a democracy with a constitution, a National Assembly, a multiparty system, elections, a president 
chosen by the majority party, a minority leader, and a judicial system based on common law. Despite its 
democratic institutions, independent Guyana has seen more than two decades of one-party rule and strongman 
politics, perpetuated by manipulation, racially based voting patterns, and a disenfranchisement of the 
Guyanese people. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Guyana Defense Force defends the 
territorial integrity of Guyana, assists the civil power in the maintenance of law and order when required to do 
so, and contributes to the economic development of Guyana. Guyana has no nuclear capabilities because it 
strongly opposes the use of nuclear power. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The United States and Guyana have had a rocky relationship, but United 
States-Guyanese relations improved under the more market-oriented administration of President Hoyte. The 
new president welcomed Western aid and investment, and the government stopped its anticapitalist, anti-
Western, and socialist rhetoric. 
Significant Disputes: Britain (which occupied Guyana) and Venezuela both wanted the entire area west of the 
Essequibo River. Negotiations between Britain and Venezuela over the boundary began, but the two nations 
could reach no compromise. In 1850 both agreed not to occupy the disputed zone. The discovery of gold in the 
contested area in the late 1850s reignited the dispute. British settlers moved into the region and the British 
Guiana Mining Company was formed to mine the deposits. For two years, the tribunal consisting of two Britons, 
two Americans, and a Russian studied the case. Their three-to-two decision, handed down in 1899, awarded 
94 percent of the disputed territory to British Guiana. Venezuela received only the mouth of the Orinoco River 
and a short stretch of the Atlantic coastline just to the east. 
 
 
 
 

Culture 



Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Christianity, Hinduism, and Islam are the dominant 
religions in Guyana. The majority of the Indo-Guyanese are Hindus, although a substantial number are Muslims. 
Some Indo-Guyanese have converted to Christianity, but conversion is often for professional reasons. Some 
converts continue their Hindu or Muslim rituals in addition to participating in Christian services. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Free education from nursery school through university was a major reason 
for Guyana's 1990 estimated literacy rate of 96 percent, one of the highest in the Western Hemisphere. As of 
1985, the average worker in Guyana had completed 6.8 years of schooling. Families of all ethnic groups and 
classes took interest in the schooling of their children, and education reform has had a central place in 
government policy since the 1960s. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Guyana has an annual population growth rate of 0.6%. 
Guyana's birthrate, which averaged thirty-two live births per 1,000 residents in the two decades prior to 1940, 
jumped to an exceptionally high forty live births per 1,000 in the two decades after 1940. The rate began to 
drop after 1960 and by 1990 had fallen to twenty-five live births per 1,000. Efforts to control malaria and to 
improve sanitation in the 1940s resulted in a dramatic decrease in infant mortality and in the overall death 
rate. In the 1930s, the infant mortality rate was 149 for every 1,000 live births. By 1946 this rate had 
dropped to eighty-seven per 1,000, and in 1990 it stood at thirty deaths per 1,000 live births. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Currently, Guyana has no national policy on rational prescribing, but believes that 
the more antibiotics are unnecessarily used, the less antibiotics will be available when they are needed. 

Sources 
http://countrystudies.us/guyana/; http://www.imuna.org/resources/country-profiles/guyana; 
https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/guy/ 
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Country Data Sheet 

Costa Rica 
Capital City: San Jose  Location: Costa Rica borders Nicaragua and Panama and borders the South Pacific 
Ocean and the Caribbean Sea   Population: 4906000   
Official Language: Spanish     Other Languages: Bribri (11,000 speakers) Maleku or Guatuso (800 speakers), 
Cabécar (9,000 speakers), Ngäbere or Guaymí (5,000 speakers), and Bocotá 
Student Ambassadors: M. Butler (GA), M. Gunaldo (GA) 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Costa Rica is a success story in terms of development. It is considered an upper middle-
income country, which has shown a steady economic growth over the past 25 years. Costa Rica’s rate of fossil 
fuel consumption is 49.48%; the country’s energy is 99.62% fossil fuels and is creating policies to slowly 
become less dependent on fossil fuels. The gross national product is at 79 billion PPP. The per capita income is 
at 16,100 PPP. The economy is the 11th largest in central America. In contrast to Nicaragua, Panama and 
Costa Rica are more developed. With respect to GDP per capita, Panama has the highest ($3,080). However, 
Costa Rica is considered to be the most "developed" of the Central American countries because it has a 
relatively high GDP per capita. 
World Trade: Costa Rica is the 77th largest export economy in the world. In 2016, Costa Rica exported 
$12.9B and imported $14.7B, resulting in a negative trade balance of $1.74B. In 2016, the GDP of Costa Rica 
was $57.4B. The top exports of Costa Rica are Medical Instruments ($2.4B), Bananas ($1.42B), Tropical Fruits 
($1.27B), Orthopedic Appliances($673M) and Semiconductor Devices ($447M).  Its top imports are Refined 
Petroleum ($1.11B), Cars ($819M), Packaged Medicaments ($498M), Broadcasting Equipment ($303M) and 
Computers ($283M). Its’ export trading partners include the US, Belgium-Luxembourg, Guatemala, the 
Netherlands, and Panama. Costa Rica’s top import trading partners include the US, China, Japan, Mexico, and 
Guatemala. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: The Chief of State is President Carlos Alvarado Quesada 
Form of Government: The Chief of State is President Carlos Alvarado Quesada 
Government History and Stability: Costa Rica has been known for the most stable and oldest democracy in 
Central America. After several civilian-run rebellions and US intervention against dictatorial presidents, Costa 
Rica continued its’ tradition in democracy and orderly government. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: No regular military forces; Ministry of Public 
Security, Government, and Police (2011). Costa Rica is a nuclear-free country. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: FATCA Implementation Agreement Between United States and Costa 
Rica Hague Convention on Legalization of Foreign Documents OECD Tax Exchange Treaty Extradition Treaty 
Between Costa Rica and the United States of America 
Significant Disputes: American occupation of the Dominican Republic (1965–1966) Invasion of Costa Rica 
(1955) Costa Rican Civil War (1948) World War II (1941-1945) Coto War (1921) Costa Rica considers itself a 
neutral state as of 1983 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Roman Catholic 71.8%, Evangelical and Pentecostal 
12.3%, other Protestant 2.6%, Jehovah's Witness 0.5%, other 2.4%, none 10.4% (2016 est.). 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 97.7% of men over the age of 15 and 97.8% of women over the age of 15 
can read. The school life expectancy for men is 15 years old and the female school life expectancy is 16 years 
old. Costa Rica’s education is free and compulsory as of 1869, and is not secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Population growth is at 1.3%, with a birth rate of 15.3 
births per 1,000 people, and a death rate of 4.8 deaths per 1,000 people. 
 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Most people do not need a prescription for many drugs that you would in North 
America. Only if someone is looking for antibiotics, narcotics, or psychotropic drugs will they even need a 
prescription. The Costa Rican culture tends to self medicate and overuse pharmaceutical drugs. For example, at 



a farmacia and without a prescription you can get birth control, viagra, and injections of many drugs over the 
counter. 

Sources 
https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/cri/ https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/cs.html https://globaledge.msu.edu/countries/costa-rica/government 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Costa-Rica/Transition-to-democracy htt 
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Country Data Sheet 

Croatia 
Capital City: Zagreb  Location: Europe   Population: 4.154 million 
Official Language: Croatian     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: K. Gibbs (General Assembly) P. Oakland (General Assembly) 
Delegation: Lakeshore High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The Croatian economy is one of the strongest in Southeast Europe, and in terms of its GDP 
is even stronger that the economies of some members of the European Union. After the collapse of the 
socialist system, it underwent transition to an open market economy, which especially related to industrial 
production.  Croatia has a GDP of 54.85 billion USD (2017). The country imports a big precentage of crude oil. 
And in turn exports also refined petrolum. 
World Trade: The major export commodities include transport equipment, machinery, textiles, chemicals, 
foodstuffs and fuels. Croatia's primary export partners are Italy (18.9% of exports), Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(15.3%), Germany (10.7%), Slovenia (7.7%) and Austria (5.7%). Italy is Croatia's primary trade partner, being 
the largest import and export trade relation. Germany is also a key partner. 

Government 

Country’s Leader: Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: Furthermore, freedom of thought and expression, the freedom of 
conscience and religion, and the freedom to manifest religion or other convictions are all guaranteed, while all 
religious communities are equal before the law and separate from the state. Croatian citizens have universal 
and equal suffrage when they reach 18 years of age. The Government and the President of the Republic as the 
executive power; then come the judicial power and the scope of work of the State Attorney’s Office. The 
Constitution also determines the position of the Constitutional Court, the administrative division of the state 
into regional (counties) and local (towns and municipalities) self-government and determines relations with 
other states. In the Republic of Croatia, direct presidential elections are held in two rounds of voting; if no 
candidate secures a simple majority of votes in the first round, the two candidates who secured the highest 
number of votes go into the second round (run-off election). Direct elections are also held for municipal and 
city mayors and county prefects. Elections to the European Parliament were held for the first time in April 
2013. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: 15,894 personnel as of 2016. Armed Forces 
of the Republic of Croatia (Oruzane Snage Republike Hrvatske, OSRH) consists of five major commands directly 
subordinate to a General Staff: Ground Forces (Hrvatska Kopnena Vojska, HKoV), Naval Forces (Hrvatska Ratna 
Mornarica, HRM, includes coast guard), Air Force and Air Defense Command (Hrvatsko Ratno Zrakoplovstvo I 
Protuzracna Obrana), Joint Education and Training Command, Logistics Command; Military Police Force 
supports each of the three Croatian military forces (2017). Croatia has no nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Treaty on cultural cooperation between the Government of the Republic 
of Croatia and the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany with the Protocol.  Memorandum of 
understanding between the Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Transport and Communications of the Republic of 
Croatia and the Ministry of Roads and Transportation of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  Memorandum of 
Understanding on establishing procedures for searching for, accounting for, and repatriating the remains of 
U.S. personnel unaccounted-for from World War II within the territory of the Republic of Croatia between the 
Ministry for Croatian Veterans and the United States Department of Defense, represented by the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency. Establishment of diplomatic relations between the Republic of Croatia and the 
United States of America. Implementing Agreement relating to participation in the Thermal-Hydraulic Code 
Applications and Maintenance Program between the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the 
State Office for Radiological and Nuclear Safety of Croatia 
Significant Disputes: Slovenia and Croatia have been locked in a fight over their mutual border.  In April 1992, 
the government of the Yugoslav republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina declared its independence from 
Yugoslavia.Over the next several years, Bosnian Serb forces, with the backing of the Serb-dominated Yugoslav 
army, perpetrated atrocious crimes against Bosniak (Bosnian Muslim) and Croatian civilians, resulting in the 



deaths of some 100,000 people (80 percent of them Bosniak) by 1995.  Controlled Areas in Croatia and in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, June 1993. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Croatians are Catholics, while Orthodox Christians make 
up 4.44% of the population, Muslims 1.47%, and Protestants 0.34% of the population. 3.81% of Croatians are 
not religious and atheists, 0.76% are agnostics and sceptics, and 2.17% are undeclared.  There is relatively no 
religious conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Pre-school education in the Republic of Croatia includes education, 
education and care of pre-school children, and is provided with programs of education, education, health care, 
nutrition and social care for children from six months to school. Eight-year primary education in the Republic 
of Croatia is compulsory for all children between the age of six and fifteen. Secondary school education gives 
everyone equal conditions and abilities after completing elementary education, enabling them to acquire 
knowledge and ability to work and continue their education. High quality education is a prerequisite for a 
successful society. Therefore, one of the main tasks of the Ministry of Science and Education is to care about 
the creation of an intellectual core that performs this important task with the help of universities, polytechnics 
and colleges. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The birth rate is 1.40 births per woman in Croatia.  There is 
a 12.4 deaths/1,000 population (2018 est.). At birth the rate is 1.06 male(s)/female. The 0-14 years group 
has 1.06 male(s)/female. 15-24 years 1.05 male(s)/female. 25-54 years 1 male(s)/female. The 55-64 years 
rate 0.96 male(s)/female. The 65 years and over have a 0.69 male(s)/female rate. The total population is 
roughly 0.93 male(s)/female (2016 est.) 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Using the WHO ATC/DDD methodology, the number of defined daily doses per 
1000 inhabitants per day (DDDs/TID) was calculated for each individual antibiotic and ATC system levels were 
calculated from data collected on the number and size of packages prescribed and dispensed from pharmacies. 
The Drug Utilization 90% (DU90%) method was used to evaluate the quality of drug prescribing.The total 
utilization of antibiotics was found to be extremely high, 55.0 DDDs/TID. The leading antibiotic was amoxicillin 
+ clavulanic acid with 14.7 DDDs/TID. Penicillins accounted for the highest utilization (46.3%) expressed in 
DDDs/TID (25.4), followed by cephalosporins and macrolides 25 and 12.5% of utilization, respectively 
expressed in DDDs/TID), tetracyclines, quinolones, aminoglycosides and other agents. Nine of 27 antibiotics 
fell within the DU90% segment. The cost/DDD foldrugs within DU90% segment was 1.2 EUR, for drugs beyond 
DU90% segment was 1.4 EUR, and the average was 1.2 EUR. 

Sources 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16096893 http://croatia.eu/article.php?lang=2&id=28 
https://www.morh.hr/hr/dr%C5%BEavni-slu%C5%BEbenici/702-dravni-slubenici.html 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/print_hr.html https://ww 
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Country Data Sheet 

Cyprus 
Capital City: Nicosia  Location: Eastern Mediterranean   Population: 1237088   
Official Language: Greek (80.9%), Turkish (0.2%)     Other Languages: English (4.1%), Romanian (2.9%), 
Russian (2.5%), Bulgarian (2.2%), Arabic (1.2%), Filipino (1.1%) 
Student Ambassadors: Anil Cacodcar (General Assembly) and Emma Gombos (General Assembly) 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Acadiana 

Economy 
Economic Status: The economy of Cyprus is largely dependent on the service sector, which controls over four-
fifths of the country’s GDP, with tourism marking the country’s dominant category in this sector. Recent 
terrorism threats and the recent global market correction have severely curtailed the economy, prompting a 
21% decrease in GDP from 2011 to 2017. The debt to GDP of Cyprus has remained stagnant since 2013, 
varying from 97.5% to 107.5%. Cyprus has not made any recent reforms to address its deteriorating economic 
situation. Cyprus is not as industrialized as is neighbors; instead, the nation has prioritized tourism. Cyprus is 
not a producer of fossil fuels as of 2019, it has plans to partner with ExxonMobil to explore Cyprus’s offshore 
oil deposits. The country is almost entirely dependent on fossil fuels, as 85% of its energy comes from them. 
Cypriots consume 49,000 barrels of refined petroleum and 58,000 of oil per day. Cyprus emits over 6,061,551 
metric tonnes of carbon dioxide. The Gross Domestic Production of Cyprus, adjusted for Purchasing Power 
Parity, is $37.78 billion. Cyprus has a much smaller economy than its neighbors of Turkey, Greece, Egypt, 
Israel, and Lebanon. The GDP per capita is $37,200, more than most nations in Europe and the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development. 
World Trade: Cyprus is a net importer, importing nearly three times as much as it exports. Cyprus’s main 
import partners are Libya (9.4% of imports), Greece (7.7%), Norway (6.7%), the United Kingdom (5.3%), and 
Germany (4.1%). The country imports $7.935 billion of goods and exports $2.085 billion of goods. Cyprus is 
highly dependent on the economies of Greece and East Asian countries. Cyprus’s largest source for imports is 
Greece (19% of imports), followed by Italy (7.5%), and China (7.4%). Cyprus’s biggest exports are packaged 
pharmaceuticals, cheese, refined petroleum, passenger and cargo ships, hard liquor, and potatoes. Cyprus’s 
biggest imports are passenger and cargo ships, cars, refined petroleum, planes, helicopters, and broadcasting 
equipment. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Nikos Anastasiadis 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: Cyprus gained independence from the British Empire in 1960. Currently, its 
government is stable and not under a significant threat. Cyprus gained independence after a series of conflicts 
regarding Cypriot conscription in the British military and the ethnic divide between Greek Cypriots and Turkish 
Cypriots. The President of Cyprus serves 5-year terms with one chance for renewal. The current majority 
legislative party in Cyprus is the Democratic Party, which is centrist and nationalist. The Cypriot government 
has three branches of government: executive, judicial, and legislative. The president is both the head of state 
and the head of government. Although there were several intermittent crises from 1955 to 1964, the country 
has regained stability, but the northern part of Cyprus claims to be independent as The Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Cypriot Armed Forces are not at all 
equipped for any major invasions or amphibious assaults. Its sole capability is to merely defend the sovereign 
territories of Cyprus. The army currently has 12,932 active military personnel, 184 tanks, and 15 attack 
helicopters. The United Kingdom has 1,600 personnel in its various military bases across Cyprus. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The Genocide Convention defines what genocide is and defines the 
crimes pertinent to genocide and how they are punished. Cyprus’s signing of the Genocide Convention was 
especially relevant to the Cypriot population when regarding the Armenian Genocide under the Ottoman Empire 
due to the ongoing feud between Cyprus and Turkey. The Barcelona Convention of 1995 established pollution 
regulations in the Mediterranean Sea for ships and aircraft in order to preserve the touristic appeal of the 
Mediterranean Sea and general health of Mediterranean residents. 



Significant Disputes: The main conflict plaguing the Republic of Cyprus concerns the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus. The conflict between the two respective major ethnic groups began in 1963, following the 
eruption of communal discord. Turkish Cypriots proceeded to win control of Northern Cyprus after being forced 
to intervene upon the presence of a Greek military coup in July of 1947. However, Greek Cypriots were able to 
maintain control of the internationally acknowledged government on the island. Finally, on November 15, 1983, 
Rauf Denktas, “president” of Turkish Cypriots, manifested the independence and the formation of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), which is recognized only by the Turkish government. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 89.1% of Cyprus’s population is Orthodox Christian; 
2.9% is Roman Catholic; 2% is Protestant or Anglican; 1.8% is Muslim; 1% is Buddhist; 1.4% is made up of 
other religions, such as Maronite, Armenian Church, and Hindu; another 1.1% is unspecified; and the remaining 
0.6% is areligious. There is relatively no religious conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 99.1% of Cypriots aged 15 and older are literate. The average time 
Cypriots spend in formal education is 14 to 15 years. Education is compulsory from ages 5 to 15. Cypriot 
schools are sectarian, and the government promotes instruction in the Greek Orthodox religion. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Cyprus has an annual population growth rate of 1.27% (est. 
2018). There are births 11.2 per 1,000 population and 6.8 deaths per 1,000 population (est. 2018). The 
infant mortality rate is 7.7 deaths per 1,000 live births (est. 2018). With regards to gender, there are 1.04 
males to every female (est. 2017). The life expectancy for males is 76.2 years and females is 81.9 years (est. 
2018). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info:  

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cy.html     https://www.worldbank.org    
https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/cyp/ 
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Country Data Sheet 

Czech Republic 
Capital City: Prague  Location: Central Europe   Population: 10686269   
Official Language: Czech (95.4%)     Other Languages: Slovak (1.6%) 
Student Ambassadors: Jailen Rhine (GA) 
Delegation: Captain Shreve High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The Czech Republic is a very well to do nation, though it relies heavily on exports, with them 
constituting 80% of the total GDP of $215.8 billion (2017 est.). The region that the Czech republic now 
occupies was once a jewel of the Soviet Block, this left plenty of many factories that were put to good use 
after the end of those oppressive days. This provided immediate jobs for many in industries like Automobiles, 
which makes up the lion's-share of the exports, and has attracted workers from the less prosperous nearby 
nations like the Ukraine, drawn to a nation where the per capita income is $35,500 (2017 est.) . Of course this 
level of industrialization doesn't come free, it take fuel; the country produces 446 bbl/day (2017 est.) of crude 
oil, and imports 155,900 bbl/day (2017 est.) to meet its needs for fossil fuel. 
World Trade: The Czech Republic is a major trading partner, with exports being the source of revenue the 
majority of the nations GDP. Though still not a member of the Eurozone, the nations main trading partners are 
the European nations of Germany 32.8%, Slovakia 7.8%, Poland 6.1%, France 5.1%, UK 4.9%, Austria 4.4%, 
Italy 4.1% (2017), with the primary export being automobiles. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Milos Zeman 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: The government took power during the peaceful “velvet revolution” of 
1979 and officially split from Slovakia in 1993, forming a stable nation-state. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Total of 29,050 military personnel. 123 
combat tanks, no naval vessels and 86 self propelled artillery no nuclear capabilities except for a few power 
plants used to generate energy. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Income Tax treaty,  EU singapore investment protection agreement, 
Armenia Eu Cepa 2017, Canada EU ceta 2016, Eu Sadc Cepa 2016 
Significant Disputes: Poland over border issues. European Union over gun control and for refusing to harbor 
immigrants. Greece over refugee crisis. Communist Russia over Russian Invasion. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Roman Catholics 10.4% and Protestants (includes Czech 
Brethren and Hussite) 1.1% are really the only two religions in the nation, and they get along well. There is still 
a large amount of Atheism left over from the Soviet days. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The education system has been improved upon in recent years, with the 
average school life lasting 17 years and the literacy rate being, male: 99% (2011 est.) female: 99% (2011 est.). 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate is 0.1% (2018 est.), with its 
birth rate being 9.2 births/1,000 population (2018 est.), and its death rate 10.5 deaths/1,000 population 
(2018 est.), with the final key stat being net immigration at 2.3 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2017 est.). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Prescriptions are free if an insurer pays for it. All prescription have validity 
dates. Emergency prescriptions are available for only one day after being issued. 

Sources 
https://planetrulers.com/czech-republic-president/ https://www.eubusiness.com/europe/czech-republic 
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=czech-republic 
http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/country-pro 
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Country Data Sheet 

Egypt 
Capital City: Cairo  Location: Northern Africa   Population: 94798827   
Official Language: Arabic     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: Joseph Dalton, Jacob Rodriguez 
Delegation: Lakeshore High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The Egyptian economy is market oriented in the extreme. In a series of reforms in the 
1990's, the government situated itself to be open to foreign investments, which in turn led to a heavy reliance 
on foreign trade. The way the economy is managed has in turn left nearly a third of the population below the 
poverty line, with a per captia GDP of $13,759. The GDP is 1.33 trillion, which is the 45th highest in the world. 
Egypt remains a developing nation that is nearly into "developed" status. 
World Trade: The Egyptian economy is built on trade. If relations sour, the economy will falter. Nations such as 
the UAE and Saudi Arabia are the main places that Egyptian oil and gas are exported to, in order to be refined. 
China, Germany, and the United States are huge importers of goods the Egyptian population simply cannot 
handle the production of, such as machinery and certain chemicals. There exists a trade deficit of 30 billion 
dollars. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
Form of Government: Unitary semi-presidential republic 
Government History and Stability: This government was set up after a 1952 rebellion ousted the British 
government in full. The president is elected and appoints some of the parliament seats. The parliament acts as 
the legislature, drafting laws and reserving the right to impeach the president. The government is quite stable. 
In fact, it has the oldest legislative branch in all of Africa and the Middle East. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Egyptian military is a well-funded and 
modern one. It remains a non-NATO ally of the United States, who provides the military with funds and 
technology at around the benchmark of 1.3 billion dollars. A strong military is a much needed asset in this area 
of the world, seeing as how it is on the doorstep of war zones and is home to many radical beliefs. The military 
is influential in all areas of Egyptian life, both economic and social. It is well stocked with modern war making 
tools, such as jets, tanks, and warships. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The Arab League is headquartered in Cairo, a city with a well know 
reputation of being a global crossroad. A peaceful resolution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is actively 
pursued. Countries in the area use the Suez Canal, prompting good relations with most countries in the area. 
Significant Disputes: The military took a role in the Persian Gulf crisis, invading Iraq with U.S forces. Sanctions 
have been imposed on Iran due to their Nuclear Program. The government also supports any U.S effort to expel 
terrorism from the area, as Egyptian people have been the target of many terrorist attacks. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: There are no official statistics of religion in Egypt 
because since 2006 there has been no mention of religion in the census. Most of the population is Sunni 
Muslim with Islam being the official religion. Those Islamic values are expressed in the social life and the law of 
the land. There are also a significant amount of Christians living in Egypt as well. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: It is a right of the Egyptian children to have a free education until the 9th 
grade. After grade 9, students are tracked into one of two strands of secondary education: general or technical 
schools. The system failings are mainly due to the British government not funding education when it reigned 
over Egypt. The literacy rate is 73.9%. Those over 60 have an illiteracy rate of nearly 65%. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population of Egypt increased by 46% in the last 50 
years. That and the fact that 95% of the population lives on 5% of the total land area of the country, means 
that resources are strained. There are only 1.6 hospital beds per 1,000 people. The life expectancy is about 70 
years. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Antibiotics are commonly dispensed medications from community pharmacies, 
and they are frequently prescribed for inappropriate indications. There is a need for strict enforcement of 
pharmacy laws through improved inspection processes. A recent study found that "Approximately 70% of the 



antibiotics dispensed on prescriptions were judged to be appropriate for the indications while this percentage 
was around 61% for antibiotics dispensed on pharmacist recommendation and patient's request." 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/eg.html 
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Country Data Sheet 

El Salvador 
Capital City: San Salvador  Location: Central America   Population: 6380000   
Official Language: Spanish, Nawat     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: M. Richardson(GA), C. Brown(GA) 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: El Salvador is as industrialized as most Central American countries, and has large industries 
in light metal, chemicals, and agricultural products. It has a GDP of $56.99 billion, and a GDP per capita of 
$8,900, and it's fossil fuel production and consumption is very low due to it's small population. 
World Trade: El Slavador imports $10.59 billion and exports $5.76 in goods, creating over a $5 trade deficit. 
The U.S., Guatemala, and Honduras are strong trade partners, China and Mexico export heavily to El Salvador 
and Nicaragua and Costa Rica import from them. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Sanchez Ceren 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: This current republic was created through a peace treaty after a civil war 
ending in 1992. The government is not considered stale due to it's recent war and massive gang-related 
violence. The president is elected by the people in a similar system to the one the U.S. does and their system is 
dominated by a progressive-conservative partisanship. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The military in El Salvador is very small, 
accounting for only .1% of the country's GDP. There are no nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The Dominican Republic-Central American Free Trade Agreement is the 
strongest Treaty El Salvador has, bolstering trade with all other countries in the region. It also receives U.S. 
assistance to reduce poverty and boosting their economy on an international scale. 
Significant Disputes: Drug trafficking is an international issue for El Salvador, diminishing their relations with 
nearby countries. There is also border friction with Honduras that remains unresolved. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: El Salvadorans are 50% catholic, 36% protestant, 12% 
have no religion and 2% have other affiliations. There are no major religious disputes. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 88% of Salvadorans are literate. Their educational system is a 13-year 
program completed by the majority of the population, and education accounts for 3.5% of the country's GDP. 
They have a secular system, however some colleges have religious affiliations. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: El Salvador has a .25% growth rate. It has 16.1% births per 
1,000 and 5.8 deaths, and a migration rate of -8 per 1,000. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Although antibiotic prescription is encouraged in El Salvador, there are 
significant medical outbreaks (i.e. Zeka) that are creating problems for the health of the population. 

Sources 
www.cia.gov 
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Country Data Sheet 

Ethiopia 
Capital City: Addis Ababa  Location: Eastern Africa, west of Somalia   Population: 108386400   
Official Language: Amharic     Other Languages: Oromo, Somali, Tigriana, Sidamo, Wolaytta, Gurage, Afar, 
Hadiyya, Gamo, Gedeo, Opuuo, Kafa, Arabic, English 
Student Ambassadors: Anna Cattar, Lucy Silverman 
Delegation: Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts 

Economy 
Economic Status: Ethiopia has an economic growth rate of between 8 and 11 percent per year. Though 70% of 
Ethiopia’s population is employed in the agricultural sector, the service sector has finally moved up and now 
contributes more to Ethiopia's GDP. Ethiopia has many international investors in infrastructure, textiles, 
agriculture, and leather products. In 2016 Ethiopia was ranked number 64 in GDP (purchasing power parity). 
Ethiopia has an industrial production growth rate of 10.5% and is ranked number 13. 
World Trade: Ethiopia exported $3.23 billion in 2017, most of which goes to Sudan followed by Switzerland, 
China, Somalia, Netherlands, the US, Germany, Saudi Arabia, and the UK. 27% of Ethiopia’s exports, by value, is 
coffee. They also export significant amounts of oilseeds, vegetables, gold, flowers, live animals, raw leather 
products, and meat products. In 2017 Ethiopia imported $15.59 billion. Their imports included machinery, 
metal, electrical materials, petroleum products, motor vehicles, chemicals, and fertilizers. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, Chief of State Sahle-Work Zewde 
Form of Government: Federal parliamentary republic 
Government History and Stability: The prime minister is nominated by the members of the House of People’s 
Representatives and elected through a joint decision by the House of People’s Representatives and the House 
of the Federation. The political party with the most seats in the House of People’s Representatives takes 
government power. The ruling party is a coalition of the Amhara National Democratic Movement, the Oromo 
Peoples’ Democratic Organization, the Tigrayan Peoples’   Front, and the Southern Ethiopian Peoples’ 
Democratic Movement. They are collectively known as the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front, 
and they have been in power since 1991. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Ethiopian military is made up of the 
Ethiopian Airforce and the Ethiopian National Defense Force: Ground Forces. Ethiopia does not have nuclear 
capabilities, and the military is fairly weak. Most Ethiopia soldiers still use Soviet-Era equipment, and there 
currently all 162,000 military personnel are active, leaving no reserves. The young population has created a 
lack of military-aged citizens, but the current young population will soon reach military age and the forces will 
likely grow. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Ethiopia signed the Treaty of Amity and Economic Relations with the 
United States, providing the African nation with primary access to U.S. markets. Ethiopia also signed the Abuja 
Treaty in hopes of strengthening economic relations and creating an African economic community. Ethiopia has 
a Bilateral Investment Treaty with 30 countries. 
Significant Disputes: In 2002 the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission decided on a border for between 
Eritrea and Ethiopia, but neither country accepts this and they are engaged in constant conflict. Ethiopia and 
Eygpt are engaged in a dispute as Ethiopia seeks to build a dam over the Nile River while Egypt and Sudan 
worried that this will reduce their water supply. Ethiopia has also been engaged in disputes over territory with 
Somalia, even going so far as to invade Somalia in hopes to gain an easier path to the coast. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: There are 3 major religions in Ethiopia. 43.5% of 
Ethiopians are Ethiopian Orthodox, 33.9% are Muslims and 18.5% are Protestant, most of Ethiopia’s religions 
are Abrahamic. Ethiopia was one of the first officially Christian African countries. It adopted Christianity as its 
official religion in the 4th century. There is some religious tension between the Christians and Muslims of 
Ethiopia. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 4.5% of Ethiopia’s gross domestic income is spent on education. The 
Ethiopian school year runs from September to July. 49.1% of Ethiopians above the age of 15 can read and 



write. School is mandatory for ages 6 to 14 and the school life expectancy for Ethiopian students is 8 years. 
The school year runs Ethiopia has had a secular education system since the 1900s. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Ethiopia has the 12th highest population in the world. 
43.21% of Ethiopia’s population is 14 years old or younger. As of 2018, the population growth rate is 2.83%. 
There are 36 births per 1,000 population and 7.5 deaths per 1,000 population. There are 1.02 males per 
female. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Ethiopia is known for misusing antibiotics, leading to antibiotic resistance and 
increased health risks for citizens. In November of 2017, Ethiopia held its first Antibiotic Awareness Week, 
encouraging its country’s citizens to seek counsel from a healthcare professional before consuming antibiotics. 
Antimicrobial resistance is arguably one of the greatest health concerns for Ethiopia because infectious 
diseases are becoming more difficult to cure every day. 

Sources 
http://www.ethiopia.gov.et/government-structure https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/et.html  https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/ethiopia/politics-parties.htm  
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strengt 
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Country Data Sheet 

Finland 
Capital City: Helsinki  Location: Scandinavia; Northernmost Europe, Above the Baltic Sea, Below the 
Barents Sea   Population: 5500000   
Official Language: Finnish and Swedish     Other Languages: Sami, Estonian, Russian 
Student Ambassadors: Elizabeth Cox (GA), Liliana Geier (GA), Cameron Doyle (Eco/Soc), Isabelle Zelaya 
(Eoc/Soc) 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Finland has a free market economy. Finland is highly industrialized, with the per capita GDP 
nearly as high as Austria and the Netherlands, and equal to Germany and Belgium. International trade is a 
priority, accounting for nearly one third of the GDP of recent years. Finland depends heavily on imports of raw 
materials such as fossil fuels and related products, iron, steel,etc. The gross national income per capita is 
around 38893.60 Euros(44,580 in USD). Finland had a GDP of 214.6 Billion Euros (244.9 Billion USD). 
World Trade: Many of Finland’s trade partners neighbor the country itself like Sweden, Germany, Russia, and 
the Netherlands; Finland also trades more internationally with China and the United States. Major import 
products include petroleum and related products, iron, steel, electronic industry products and textiles. Exports 
include materials such as electrical and optical equipment, machinery, timber and transportation equipment. As 
of 2017, Finland does not have a trade deficit. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Sauli Niinisto 
Form of Government: Parliamentary republic 
Government History and Stability: Originating under Swedish rule, control of Finland shifted in 1809 to 
Russia when Finland became an autonomous grand duchy of the Russian empire. Since its independence from 
Russia in 1917, control of the Finnish government has been ever shifting between various parties and 
coalitions, often representing the largest of several parties within the country. The Prime Minister of Finland is 
formally appointed by the President who is the head of state. Finland is a multi-party state, the current most 
popular party being the Social Democratic Party of Finland. In recent years, control over the government has 
stabilized to mostly majority coalition control, and The Fund For Peace Ranked it the most stable country in the 
world in 2016. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Finnish Defense Force consists of an 
army, navy, and air force. Finland's army is strong due to its highly mobile field army, and local defense units. 
As a recognized Non-Nuclear Weapon State, Finland does not possess any nuclear weapons. Finland champions 
the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons treaty as it supports nuclear energy while opposing the spreading of 
nuclear weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Abolition of Forced Labor Convention European Convention of Human 
Rights Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence Bilateral 
Defense Cooperation Pact with United States 
Significant Disputes: Finland has no current disputes with any other countries. There has been tense relations 
in the past with Russia due to the close proximity in which the countries are situated. The shared border of 
Russia and Finland has caused one of the most contentious border disputes between countries. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 72% of Finland's population is Evangelical Lutheran; 
1.1% is Finnish Orthodox; 1.6% is other; and 25.3% is unspecified. Religious freedom is secured to citizens 
through the constitution. The secular views of Finnish citizens create little religious conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 99% of Finnish citizens ages 15 or older are literate. School is compulsory 
from age 7 to 16. School begins in August and ends in June. All public schools are secular. Drop out rates for 
university and high-school level educations are both under 8% and have remained that way since 2005. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Finland has an annual population growth rate of .35% 
currently. Life expectancy in 2017 of males was 78.7 years and females was 84.2 years. There are 9.8 deaths 
per 1000 population (2016 est.), and 9.8 births per 1000 population (2016 est.). The infant mortality rate is 
1.7 deaths per 1000 live births. The male to female ratio in Finland is 96.9 to 100 



Antibiotic Prescription Info: Finland is currently seeking means to reduce antibiotic use. Finland prescribes 
antibiotics to 16% of every 1000 inhabitants. 

Sources 
www.heritage.org/index/country/finland https://www.export.gov/article?id=Finland-Trade-Agreements 
https://www.britannica.com https://www.nationmaster.com 
https://www.unicef.org/statistics/index_countrystats.html 
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Country Data Sheet 

France 
Capital City: Paris  Location: Western Europe   Population: 67186638   
Official Language: French is France’s sole official language, spoken by 88% of French citizens.     Other 
Languages: Most regionally-spoken French languages and dialects including Breton, Catalan, Basque, Flemish, 
and Picard are in a decline as the national French education system expands and becomes standardized. 
Because of recent pushes to increase immigration, a rapi 
Student Ambassadors: Laura Chen (General Assembly), Lucy He (General Assembly), Danielle Pellegrin (EcoSoc), 
Olivia Baisier (EcoSoc), Carter Nugent (Security Council), Kevin Kim (Security Council) 
Delegation: Haynes Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: France has an annual GDP per capita of €35,387 and a GNI of 2,293 billion. France is 
considered a highly developed country according to the UN. France reportedly consumes 46.7% of all fossil 
fuels it produces out of a total 5632163 energy consumption. 
World Trade: Major imports: Cars ($32.1B), Aircraft Parts ($15.7B), Crude Petroleum ($15.5B), Packaged 
Medicaments ($14.3B) and Refined Petroleum ($13.9B) Major exports: Planes, Helicopters, and/or Spacecraft 
($49.1B), Packaged Medicaments ($24B), Cars ($20.4B), Vehicle Parts ($17.7B) and Gas Turbines ($13.1B) 
Trading partners: Germany ($70.1B), the United States ($40.4B), Belgium-Luxembourg ($36.7B), Italy ($35.3B) 
and the United Kingdom ($35.3B). France has a trade deficit with a usual fiscal balance of -2.6% of France’s 
annual GDP. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Emmanuel Macron 
Form of Government: Hybrid presidential/parliamentary system 
Government History and Stability: France has been through 6 national revolutions to return power to its 
people. Because of this, the basis of France’s government is assuring that power stays in the hands of the 
populous. France’s current government, the 6th republic, is very stable and popular with its people. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Currently, France operates the 5th most 
powerful military in the world and the most powerful in Western Europe. This massive military operation 
contains 368,962 active personnel, 1,262 aircraft, and 406 combat tanks. France does have nuclear 
capabilities, but is seeking to decrease the nuclear abilities of all countries around the world to promote world 
stability. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Elysée Treaty with Germany Treaty of Versailles with major European 
powers and the U.S. 
Significant Disputes: The French and Indian War (United Kingdom) The Great War (Germany, Austro-Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Ottoman Empire) World War II (Germany, Italy, Japan) 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Christianity (Roman Catholic), and Islam Christianity 
accounts for about 65%, and Islam roughly 8%. About 25% of people in France declare themselves secular or 
atheist and do not belong to any religion 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Primary and secondary education is generally free, especially if the school 
is public. It is required form the ages of 6 to 16, followed by the baccalauréat examination which determines 
higher education opportunities. Higher education comes from state funds, and these universities or institutions 
develop their own programs, but the curriculum is still validated at a national level. Students are awarded a 
bachelor’s degree, master’s degree or a doctorate. The adult literacy rate has been around 99% since 2014. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Population Growth Rate: 0.4% per year Birth Rate Statistics: 
12.1 per 1,000 population Death Rate Statistics: 9.4 per 1,000 population 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: France has a national health care system, so needed vaccinations for all citizens 
are administered regardless of cost. 
 

Sources 



The permanent mission of France to the United Nations https://onu.delegfrance.org/-France-and-the-United-
Nations- The (French) National Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies https://www.insee.fr/en/accueil 
Central Intelligence Agency World Fact Boo 
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Country Data Sheet 

Germany 
Capital City: Berlin  Location: Western/Central Europe   Population: 80457737   
Official Language: German     Other Languages: Danish, French, Dutch/Frisian, Polish, English, Turkish, Arabic 
Student Ambassadors: Andrew Meche (General Assembly) 
Delegation: Baton Rouge Magnet High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Germany has the 5th largest economy in the world, and is the largest in Europe. Germany is 
exceedingly industrialized, with most workers being highly educated technicians in manufacturing or service 
jobs, and an unemployment rate of 3.8%. Per capita income is $50,480 (€44,144) with a GDP of 3.7 trillion. 
Germany produces 43,410 barrels/day of crude oil, 2.158 million barrels of petroleum/day, and 7.9 billion cubic 
meters of natural gas;but consumes 2.46 million barrels of petroleum/day and 94 billion cubic meters of 
natural gas. 
World Trade: Germany is very open to world trade, with major trade organizations such as the WTO, the EU, 
etc. Germany mostly imports machinery, vehicles, chemicals, oil/gas, metals, foodstuffs, agricultural products, 
and electric equipment. Germany exports motor vehicles, machinery, metals, textiles, computers and electrical 
products. Germany's major trading partners include the United States, China, France, the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands, Italy, Austria, and Poland. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Angela Merkel 
Form of Government: Federal Parliamentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: The government was instilled after World War II in 1949 as a continuation 
of the previous Weimar Republic, within the government of West Germany. The party within the legislative 
branch, the Bundestag, with the majority (or plurality) generally chooses the Chancellor, appointed by the 
president. The president is elected by a group of both Bundestag members and delegates from the state and 
local levels. Currently Merkel's Christian Democratic Union party holds power; The president is from the Social 
Democratic Party. The government is very stable. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: There are three major branches of the 
German military (Bundeswehr): der Heer (Army), die Deutsche Marine (Navy), and der Luftwaffe (Airforce). 
Germany's armed forces are very limited due to the demilitarization of the armed forces following World war 2. 
Germany is able to create nuclear weapons, but does not control any, and has signed the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear weapons treaty. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the European Union, the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons treaty, the Paris Climate agreement, and the World Trade Organization. 
Significant Disputes: Fighting ISIS, the Taliban, and other forms of radical Islamic terror; 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 33% No religion or Unspecified, 29% Roman Catholic, 
27% Protestant, 4.4% Muslim, 1.9% Orthodox Christian, 1.7% Other. There is no outstanding religious conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The literacy rate is 99%. The education system is a mandatory education 
from age six to 17/18. The educational system has several different tacks for different kinds of students based 
on academic ability. The school year lasts from January to December with several few week breaks throughout. 
All public schools are secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Germany has an annual population growth rate of -0.17%. 
There are 8.6 births/1000 population and 11.8 deaths/1000 population. Infant mortality is 3.4/1000 live 
births 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: The prescription of antibiotics within Germany is one of the lowest in the EU, 
being 7 out of 30 in the least amount of antibiotics prescribed and circulating within the public sector 
(excluding the hospital sector) according to   https://wenr.wes.org/2016/11/education-in-germany The number 
of antibiotic prescriptions have slightly decreased since 2012. 

Sources 
https://wenr.wes.org/2016/11/education-in-germany https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/ 



Country Data Sheet 

Ghana 
Capital City: Accra  Location: Western Africa: bordering the Gulf of Guinea, between Cote d’Ivoire and 
Togo   Population: 28102471   
Official Language: English     Other Languages: Asante 16%, Ewe 14%, Fante 11.6%, Boron (Brong) 4.9%, 
Dagomba 4.4%, Dangme 4.2%, Dagarte (Dagaba) 3.9%, Kokomba 3.5%, Akyem 3.2%, Ga 3.1% 
Student Ambassadors: Caleb McKay, Louis Butler, Susie Knights, Eliza Casey 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Due to its recently stable political climate, Ghana is the fastest growing economy in all of 
Africa, and the first Sub-Saharan country to reach the Millenium Development Goal 1: to cut extreme poverty in 
half. Their 16.2% industrial production growth rate ranks second globally. However, Ghana is still considered a 
developing country due to a per capita income of 1,813.80 US Dollars. Despite a high inflation rate (9.6%), the 
Gross National Product has increased greatly within the past three decades (33.5 Billion USD). The rate of 
Crude OIl Production was 174 thousand  barrels per day in 2018, and the fossil fuel consumption rate was 
37% in 2016. 
World Trade: The economy has been growing in recent decades as Ghana has become the second highest 
producer of cocoa in Africa and is behind only South Africa in gold mining. Ghana’s other main exports are 
timber and oil, which is expanding due to new offshore oil fields. Most Ghanaian exports are sent to India 
(23.8%), UAE (13.4%), China (10.8%), Switzerland (10.1%), Vietnam (5.2%), Burkina Faso (4%). Ghana’s top 
imports are capital equipment, refined petroleum, foodstuffs from China (16.8%), US (8%), UK (6.2%), Belgium 
(5.9%), India (4.1%). Ghana had a trade surplus of 1.19 billion U.S. dollars in 2017. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Nana Akufo-Addo 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: Ghana led the way in sub-Saharan Africa in 1957 as the first colony to 
gain independence.  After a series of coups, political parties were banned and Jerry Rawlings took power.  After 
ten years, a constitution was set up, and in 1992, parties were re-established.  Since Rawlings, Ghana’s 
Presidency has peacefully transitioned between parties three times.  Ghana has been a stable democracy for 
the last 27 years. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Ghana is currently ranked on the Global Fire 
Power List (Which takes many advanced metrics into account such as a nation’s Power Index or ‘PwrIndx’) 
107th out of 136 qualifying nations. They currently have 13,500 active military personnel and have no 
significant nuclear capabilities. Ghana’s military is also under funded with only 0.53% of the GDP going to 
armed forces which ranks 147th globally. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Ghana is a member of Economic Communities of West African States 
(ECOWAS) whose members include: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote d’ Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Senegal and Togo. Ghana is a founding member of the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) since its independence in 1957 and the organization now includes over 100 
countries. Ghana is one of 175 countries to sign the Paris Agreement to reduce environmental impact. Ghana is 
a member of the Organization of African Unity along with all other African nations. Ghana has had a strong 
relationship with the United States since its independence in 1957 over their mutual promotion of human 
rights and democracy. 
Significant Disputes: Since its independence, Ghana has fought no official wars with other countries, although 
they are currently undergoing internal conflict in the northern regions. The only current dispute is a non-
violent disagreement over the maritime border with Cote d’Ivoire. 
 
 
 
 

Culture 



Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Ghanaians are 71.2% Christian which breaks down into 
28.3% Pentecostal, 18.4% Protestant, 13.1% Catholic, and 11.4% other Christian denominations.  For non-
Christian religions, Ghanaians are 17.6% Muslim, 5.2% traditional (native practices), 0.8% other, and 5.2% 
practice no religion. Ghana is known for having high religious tolerance. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Ghana’s education system operates on what is referred to as a “6-3-4-4” 
system meaning that a student going through all available years of public education would complete 6 years of 
primary school, 3 years of junior/secondary school, 4 years of senior secondary school, and 4 years of 
university to complete a bachelor’s degree. English is the official language used in schools, although many 
other languages are taught. 300,000 students enroll in college each year in Ghana. Universities in Ghana run 
on a semester system and are considered to be of high quality education. The literacy rate is 76.6% and the 
education is secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Population growth rate-2.16% Birth rate- 30.2 
deaths/1,000 people Death rate- 6.8 deaths/1,000 people 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: According to a recent study in Ghana, only 41.7% of prescribers had copies of 
standard treatment guidelines which resulted in an irrational amount of antibiotics being prescribed to 
patients. For the 338 patients studied, 1351 drugs were prescribed, 55.2% being antibiotics. After interviews 
with clinicians, it was concluded that standard treatment guidelines need to be emphasized much more 
throughout the country and use medicine based on evidence. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gh.html 
http://www.gh.undp.org/content/ghana/en/home/countryinfo.html https://tradingeconomics.com/ghana/gdp-
per-capita https://au.int/memberstates 
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Country Data Sheet 

Greece 
Capital City: Athens  Location: Southern Europe, bordering the Aegean Sea, Ionian Sea, and the 
Mediterranean Sea, between Albania and Turkey   Population: 10761523   
Official Language: Greek     Other Languages: English and French 
Student Ambassadors: J. Quarterman (GA), T. Hayth (GA) 
Delegation: Lakeshore High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Greece has a capitalist economy with a public sector accounting for about 40% of GDP and 
with per capita GDP about two-thirds that of the leading euro-zone economies. Tourism provides 18% of GDP. 
Immigrants make up nearly one-fifth of the workforce, mainly in agricultural and unskilled jobs. Greece is a 
major beneficiary of EU aid, equal to about 3.3% of annual GDP.n 2017, Greece saw improvements in GDP and 
unemployment. Unfinished economic reforms, a massive non-performing loan problem, and ongoing uncertainty 
regarding the political direction of the country hold the economy back. Some estimates put Greece’s black 
market at 20- to 25% of GDP, as more people have stopped reporting their income to avoid paying taxes that, 
in some cases, have risen to 70% of an individual’s gross income. 
World Trade: Exports to the EU reached 48% in 2014, highlighting the importance of Greek foreign trade in 
the EU. We trade majorly with Turkey, Italy, Germany, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Britain, and the USA. Imports include 
machinery, transport equipment, fuels, chemicals. Exports include food and beverages, manufactured goods, 
petroleum products, chemicals, textiles. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Alexios Tsipras 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: 3 February 1830 (from the Ottoman Empire); note - 25 March 1821, 
outbreak of the national revolt against the Ottomans; 3 February 1830, signing of the London Protocol 
recognizing Greek independence by Great Britain, France, and Russia. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Proficient military. No nuclear weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: London Protocol, Treaty of Constantinople, Treaty f London, Convention 
of Constantinople, Peace Convention of Athens 
Significant Disputes: Greece and Turkey continue discussions to resolve their complex maritime, air, 
territorial, and boundary disputes in the Aegean Sea; Greece rejects the use of the name Macedonia or Republic 
of Macedonia; the mass migration of unemployed Albanians still remains a problem for developed countries, 
chiefly Greece and Italy 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Greek Orthodox (official) 81-90%, Muslim 2%, other 3%, 
none 4-15%, unspecified 1% (2015 est.) 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Three levels of education Primary, Secondary, and tertiary. Education is 
compulsory for all children between 6 and 15. 97.7%, male: 98.5%, female: 96.9%. Mainly secular education. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Population growth rate: -0.07%. Birth: 8.3/1000. Death: 
11.4/1000. Infant mortality: 4.5/1000. Life expectancy: Male- 78.2, Female- 83.6, Total- 80.8. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Antibiotics in Greece can only be given by doctors prescription in an effort to 
stop overuse. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gr.html 
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Country Data Sheet 

Guinea 
Capital City: Conakry  Location: West Africa   Population: 11855411   
Official Language: French     Other Languages: Pular, Maninka, Susu, and other native languages (note: each 
ethnic group has its own language) 
Student Ambassadors: Crystal Olson and Kayla Sabadie 
Delegation: St. Joseph's Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: Guinea is potentially one of Africa’s richest countries due to its mineral wealth, but its 
people are among the poorest in West Africa; it currently has a budget deficit of –0.5% of its GDP. It has many 
industries (such as bauxite, gold, diamonds, iron ore, etc.) and is extremely high on the Industrial Production 
Growth Rate scale (#9) with 11%. The total electricity from fossil fuels is 33% of total installed capacity. 
Guinea’s GDP (Gross National Product) is approximately $27.97 billion (It is #138 in comparison to all other 
countries), and their Per Capita Income is approximately $2,200. Mauritania, a neighboring country, is below 
Guinea as far as economic status and has a GDP of $17.28 billion, Mali is above Guinea as far as economic 
status and has a GDP of $41.22 billion; and Sierra Leone has a GDP of $11.55 billion. 
World Trade: Guinea’s export partners are China (35.8%), Ghana (20.1%), UAE (11.6%), and India (4.3%). 
Guinea’s import partners are Netherlands (17.2%), China (13.2%), India (11.8%), Belgium (10%), France (6.9%), 
and UAE (4.5%). Guinea’s imports include petroleum products, metals, machinery, transport equipment, textiles, 
grain, and other foods. Guinea’s exports include bauxite, gold, diamonds, coffee, fish, and agricultural products. 
Guinea currently has a trade deficit of $426.33 million. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Alpha Conde 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: Since Guinea returned to civilian rule in 2010 following a 2008 military 
coup and decades of authoritarian governance, elections have been plagued by violence, delays, and other 
flaws. The government uses restrictive criminal laws to discourage dissent, and ethnic divisions and pervasive 
corruption often exacerbate political disputes, and regular abuse of civilians by military and police forces 
reflects a deep-seated culture of impunity. In the year 2017: a series of violent demonstrations against the 
perceived governance failures of President Alpha Condé; journalists and opposition protesters often faced 
assaults and harassment by security forces. In February, teachers went on strike, leaving seven dead and 
school out for two weeks, and overdue public elections did not take place, as they have not since 2005. The 
National Anti-Corruption Agency is also under funded and under staffed, allowing corruption to seep into the 
government and in recent years, many lower level agents have been tried with corruption. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Guinea’s military branches include the Armed 
Forces, Guinean Navy, and Guinean Air Force. As of 2017, there is no compulsory military service in Guinea. It 
does not have nuclear capabilities; it has signed and ratified the African nuclear-weapon-free-zone. Their army 
is a major advantage for the defense; it is professional and defends territory, protects citizens, and 
participates in peace-keeping operations. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Guinea signed a treaty under the United Nations Framework Convention 
which aimed to strengthen the global response to the threat of climate change and in effort to eradicate 
poverty. Guinea also signed a treaty under the United Nation Convention against corruption to promote 
measures to combat corruption efficiently and promote proper management of public affairs and property. 
They also signed a treaty to prevent trafficking in people, specifically women and children, and promote 
cooperation among states. Guinea signed a treaty to protect nuclear material used for peaceful purposes 
during international transport. Finally, they signed a treaty between the members of the African, Caribbean, 
and European Communities to promote and contribute to peace and security, providing a stable democratic 
political environment. 
Significant Disputes: Sierra Leone considers Guinea’s definition of the flood plain limits to define the left bank 
boundary of the Makona and Moa Rivers excessive and protests Guinea’s continued occupation of these lands. 
They had a border dispute with the Ivory Coast when the Guinean military attacked the village before returning 
to their side of the border. 



Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The major religious are Islam (89.1%), Christianity 
(6.8%), Animism (1.6%), other (1%), and none (2.4%). Muslims and Christians have coexisted peacefully for 
years. The individuals in Guinea are free to practice their belief, but non-Muslim government workers have 
reported occasional discrimination. People who convert from Islam to Christianity sometimes encounter 
pressure from their community. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Out of the total population, 30.4% of people in Guinea are literate. The 
school life expectancy is in total, 9 years. There is a lack of educational attainment and a lack of literacy 
programs, which limit jobs for youths. A majority of schools are religious by nature; therefore, the education is 
sectarian. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Guinea has an annual population growth rate of 2.75% (#13 
in comparison to the world). The birth rate is 36.4 births per 1000 of the population. The death rate is 8.9 
deaths per 1000 of the population. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: N/A 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gv.html, 
https://www.allaboutreligion.org/islam-vs-christianity-faq.htm, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-
13442051, https://tradingeconomics.com/guinea/indicators, http://ec.europa.eu 
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Country Data Sheet 

Haiti 
Capital City: Port-au-Prince  Location: Hispanola: in the caribbean   Population: 11100000   
Official Language: French and Haitian Creole     Other Languages: n/a 
Student Ambassadors: C.Bain (GA), E. Marlowe (GA) 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Suffering from vulnerability to natural disasters, Haiti deals with loads of economic strife. 
However, the economic growth is set to show an increase from 1.2 to 1.6 in 2018 because of the agricultural 
performances. The gross domestic product (GDP) has increased since 2016 (7.971 billion USD) currently 8.408 
billion USD as of 2017. Around 60% of Haiti’s population live under the poverty line of $2.41 per day. More 
than 24% fall under the extreme poverty line of $1.23 per day. To add to the issues, Haiti is also one of the 
most unequal countries 
World Trade: Haiti is currently thriving in trade compared to the past. It is the 76th largest good trade partner 
with the United States. The current exports are clothing, oils, cocoa, coffee, and mangos. The current imports 
are food, manufactured goods, machinery, equipment, fuel, and raw materials. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Jovenel Moïse/Prime Minister Jean-Henry Céant 
Form of Government: Unitary State 
Government History and Stability: The government is a Semi-presidential republic with a president as the 
head of the state. The president is elected by a popular vote. The Prime Minister is head of government and is 
chosen by the president. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Haitian National Army will be divided 
into three components: Corps of Engineering, Medical Corps, and Aviation Corps. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Agreement on Agriculture, Berne Convention for the Protection of 
Literacy and Artistic Works, Equal Renumeration Convention, Hostages Convention 
Significant Disputes: rising food prices, violence and human rights abuse, natural disasters 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The official religion is Roman Catholic (54.7%). Baptist is 
15.4%, Pentecostal is 7.9%, Adventist is 3%, Methodist is 1.5%, and other is 0.7% which makes up the 
Protestant religion (28.5%). Voodoo is also considered an official religion and is 2.1%. The other is 4.6% and 
10.2% are nonreligious 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: No educational expenditures; however, the literacy rate is 60.7%. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: As of 2018, the population growth rate was 1.31%. The 
birth rate is 22.6/1,000. The death rate is 7.5/1,000. The infant mortality rate is 45.4/1,000. The life 
expectancy is 64.6. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Being one of the porrest countries, Haiti has inadequate access to certain 
medications. The people can not afford medications very easily which is why the rates have gone down. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ha.html 
https://www.indexmundi.com/haiti/religions.html https://www.heritage.org/index/country/haiti 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/haiti/overview https://ustr.gov/countries-regions/a 
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Hungary 
Capital City: Budapest  Location: Central Europe   Population: 9825704   
Official Language: Hungarian     Other Languages: English, German, Russian, Romanian, and French 
Student Ambassadors: Daylon Daniel (GA); Adam Guillory (GA); Will Bottcher (GA) 
Delegation: University Laboratory School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Discuss the economic status of your country: Hungary is a part of the Organization for the 
Economic Cooperation and Development. Hungary has a high-income mixed economy with an extremely high 
human development index and skilled labor force with the 16th lowest income inequality in the world. Also, it 
has the 15th most complex economy. The Hungarian economy is 57th largest economy in the world according 
to the International Monetary Fund. As of 2015, Hungary’s fossil fuel energy consumption was reported at 
69.32%. Hungary has a GDP of $139.1 billion with a per capita income of $27,220. 
World Trade: Hungary’s top imports and exports are both vehicle parts and cars, respectively. Hungary’s top 
export destinations are Germany ($26.5B), United States ($5.26B), Romania ($5.23B), Italy ($5B), and France 
($4.61B). The top import origins for Hungary are Germany ($23.7B), Austria ($5.53B), China ($5.38B), Poland 
($4.86B) and Slovakia ($4.37B). Hungary has a $13 billion trade surplus. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President János Áder; Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
Form of Government: Unitary Parliamentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: The current government of Hungary took power after the Soviet troops left 
the country. This then allowed for the first free parliamentary election, held in May of 1990. The Prime 
Minister of Hungary is the head of government in Hungary and is responsible for their policies and actions to 
the Parliament, to their political party, and the electorate. The President of the Republic of Hungary is the head 
of state of Hungary and serves as a ceremonial role but can veto legislation or send legislation to the 
Constitutional Court for review. Hungary has both a pretty stable government and pretty stable economy. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Hungary’s Armed Forces consist of the 
Hungarian Ground Force and the Hungarian Air Force. Hungary does not possess, produce, or host nuclear 
weapons on its territory. Hungary is currently a member of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty, Arms Trade Treaty, Energy Charter Treaty, and Treaty of Lisbon 
Significant Disputes: N/A 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: About 54% of Hungarians practice Christianity, 45% are 
non-religious or undeclared, and 1% of practice other religions. In Hungary, there are no religious conflicts at 
the time. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: In Hungary, 99.4% of people, aged 15 and older, are literate. From the 
ages of 6 to 16, education is compulsory. Most children in Hungary attend public schools which are all secular. 
The school year starts on the 1st of September and ends on the 15th of June. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Currently, Hungary has -.34% annual population growth 
rate. And as of 2017, Hungary had a birth rate of 9 births/1000 people. However, Hungary has a death rate of 
12.8 deaths/1000 people. There is also an infant mortality rate of 4.8 deaths/1000 people. In Hungary, there 
are .91 males per 1 female and the life expectancy of females is 80.2 years and for males 72.6 years. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: In Hungary, all antibiotics have to be prescribed. However, there has been a 
steady rise of non-prescription sales and use. 
 
 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/hu.html 
https://web.archive.org/web/20080524215837/http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/DATASTATISTIC
S/0%2C%2CcontentMDK%3A20421402~pagePK%3A64133150~piPK%3A64133175~theSitePK%3A239419%2 



Country Data Sheet 

Iceland 
Capital City: Reykjavik  Location: Northern Europe, island between the Greenland Sea and the North Atlantic 
Ocean, northwest of the United Kingdom   Population: 343518   
Official Language: Icelandic     Other Languages: English, Nordic languages, German 
Student Ambassadors: Athens Cai(GA),Anna Sloan(GA) 
Delegation: Louisiana School For Math Science and the Arts 

Economy 
Economic Status: Iceland's economy recently has been having high and steady growth. Their unemployment 
rate recently was just 2.8% which puts Iceland 30th in the world on unemployment rate. Iceland also has a 
remarkably even distribution of income Their economy has a capitalist structure with the extensive welfare 
system. The economy focuses on the fields of tourism, software production, and biotechnology. They also rely 
heavily on fisheries. Their GDP in 2017 was $23.91 billion with the GDP per capita of $51,800. Economically 
wise, Iceland is doing similarly well compared with their Nordic neighbors. 
World Trade: The major export of Iceland includes fish and fish products, aluminium, animal products (livestock 
etc), ferrosilicon, and diatomite which means their main industries involves fishery, aluminium smelting, 
ferrosilicon production. Their export partners are Netherlands, Spain, UK, Germany, US, France, Norway. They 
mainly import machinery and equipment, petroleum products, foodstuffs, textiles from countries like Germany, 
Norway, Denmark, Brazil, China, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. Iceland had a 1.5% budget surplus 
in 2017. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President:Guðni Th. Jóhannesson, Prime Minister: Katrín Jakobsdóttir 
Form of Government: Parliamentary republic 
Government History and Stability: The current constitution was written when Iceland gained its independence 
in 1944 from Denmark. The first president was appointed by the parliament. The president is elected every four 
years with no term limit. The prime minister is the major party's leader in the legislature. Currently, the major 
party, IP, holds a quarter of the legislature. The government is very stable. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Iceland has no regular military forces, but 
there is the Icelandic National Police and Icelandic Coast Guard. Iceland is in NATO, but it's also the only NATO 
member without a standing military force. Iceland's defence follows the NATO commitments and NATO 
maintains an air policing presence in Icelandic airspace. Iceland does not possess any nuclear weapons. Iceland 
also is involved in international peacekeeping missions with the civilian-manned Icelandic Crisis Response Unit 
(ICRU) 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Iceland is involved in organizations like UN, UNESCO, NATO, Interpol, 
and WTO. Therefore Iceland follows and commits to the responsibilities and restrictions of these organizations 
and agreements. 
Significant Disputes: There is a dispute on Denmark's claim that the Faroe Islands' continental shelf extends 
beyond 200 nm. The UK and Ireland are also involved in the dispute. The European Free Trade Association 
Surveillance Authority filed a suit against Iceland, and they claim Iceland violated the Agreement on the 
European Economic Area by failing to pay the minimum compensation to Icesave depositors. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Evangelical Lutheran Church of Iceland (official) 67.2%, 
Roman Catholic 3.9%, Reykjavik Free Church 2.8%, Hafnarfjordur Free Church 2%, Asatru Association 1.2%, The 
Independent Congregation .9, other religions 4% (includes Zionist and Pentecostal), none 6.7%, other or 
unspecified 11.3%   There are relatively no religious conflicts 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The literacy rate in Iceland is at first-rate by world standards being 99%. 
Iceland spends 7.8% of their GDP to focus on education which ranks Iceland at 9th in the world. Students have 
to attend school from age 6 to 16. The school year starts in late August and lasts until late May. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Iceland has a population growth rate is 1.08% in 2018, and 
13.6 births per 1000 population. This puts Iceland low on the ranking in the world for growth rate and birth 
rate, but the death rate in Iceland is also low with 6.5 deaths per 1,000 population. The immigration rate is 4 
migrants per 1,000 population. The maternal mortality rate is 3 deaths per 100,000 live births, and the infant 



mortality rate is 2.1 deaths per 1,000 live births. The life expectancy is 83.1 years putting Iceland 7th in the 
world. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Iceland has the lowest antibiotic resistant in Europe with about 4% in 2014. 
Iceland's antibiotic consumption is about 17%  in 2014 placing Iceland in the middle ranks for Europe. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/ic.html; 
https://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/AMR-Policy-Insights-November2016.pdf 
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Iran 
Capital City: Tehran  Location: Middle East   Population: 82446256   
Official Language: Farsi     Other Languages: Kurdish, Armenian, Azerbaijanian, Arabic 
Student Ambassadors: Merek Humphries (GA) Aspen Frazier (GA) 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Iran is a selectively industrialized nation with certain areas being highly modern while others 
are still severely underdeveloped. It is the second highest producer of fossil fuel in the world as well as a large 
consumer at 98.99 percent. Gross national product comes in at 1.705 trillion PPP dollars with the per capita 
income at 21,010 PPP thousand dollars. Iran's economy is ranked 13th out 14 middle easter countries and is 
overall poorly managed and outdated. 
World Trade: Irans major exports are Crude Petroleum, Ethylene Polymers, Refined Petroleum, Acyclic Alcohols, 
and Nuts. Major imports include Cars, Vehicle Parts, Gold, Synthetic Filament Yarn Woven Fabric, and Jewelry. 
It's importers and exporters include Chine, India, Germany, South Korea, Japan, France, and The United Arab 
Emirates. Iran is also suffering from a trade deficit of 13.6 billion. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Hassan Rouhani 
Form of Government: Theocratic 
Government History and Stability: Iran became an Islamic Republic in 1979 when the monarchy was 
overthrown and power was assumed by clerics. It is technically a theocracy with The Supreme Leader 
confirming all positions of power allocated. The Republic is, however, on the lower end of the spectrum when it 
comes to political stability. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Iran is a major military power in the middle 
east with around 534,000 active personnel in the army, navy, air force, and Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 
The military is ranked 13th out of 136 countries taking into account factors such as manpower, geography, 
ect. Currently Iran is not capable of nuclear war fare but they do have a program researching the possibilities 
of it in the future. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights The 
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights Convention on the Rights of the Child 
Significant Disputes: The Suadi Arabia-Iran Cold War The Iran-Iraq War 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The major religion in Iran is Islam, but there are two 
major branches of the religion that coexist in the nation. Sunni and Shi'i are the branches that are practiced 
with Shi'i being the dominant branch in the country with 90%  following. Conflict between the two has greatly 
subsided over the years. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 97 percent of Iranians are able to read. School is compulsory from ages 4 
to 12. All schools are separated by sex. The school system is also overseen by religious leaders so none of the 
schools are secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Iran has a population growth rate of 1.24 per year. There 
are about 3,356 births per day and 1,017 deaths per day. Life expectancy for men is 74.6 and for women it is 
76.9. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Antibiotic prescription in Iran is over twice the national average. 

Sources 
worldwidepopulationreview.com, britishchoolcouncil.org, wenr.wes.org, dw.com, theglobaleconomy.org 
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Iraq 
Capital City: Baghdad  Location: Middle East   Population: 38.270000000000003   
Official Language: Arabic, Syriac, Modern Standard Arabic, Kurdish, Armenian, Turkmen     Other Languages: 
English, Mesopotamian Arabic, Persian 
Student Ambassadors: Anna LeJeune (Eco/Soc), Julia Henderson (Eco/Soc), Anna Leyrer (GA), and Jolan Taylor 
(GA) 
Delegation: St. Joseph's Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: Iraq has a GDP of $192.7 USD billion (2017). It grew 2.5% in 2018. On a scale of 0 to 100 
Iraq had a 15.6 on the index of economic freedom. It has a high risk political and economic situation and a 
difficult business environment. Corporate default is likely. 41.2% of people in Iraq live below the line of 
poverty. 
World Trade: Iraq’s economy is dominated by the oil sector. Crude oil accounts for 99% of their exported 
goods. Iraq’s main export partners are China (22.8%), India (20.4%), South Korea (11.3%), United States (7.8%), 
and Italy (6.7%).  It had $63.31 USD billion on exports in 2017 and spent $36.47 USD billion on imports in 
2017. Iraq recorded a trade surplus of $18,793 USD million in 2017. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Barham Salih and Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi 
Form of Government: Iraq is a federal parliamentary democracy, with three operating branches of government, 
executive, legislative, and judicial. The executive consists of a president that protects the independence, 
sovereignty, and unity and a prime minister to serve as t 
Government History and Stability: Iraq gained official independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1932. It was 
part of the British Empire until 1958. The Ba’th, a socialist party, took power a decade later. The party focused 
on the oil markets to fund progressive projects and improvements in army training and technology. The party 
was usurped by Saddam Hussein in 1979; the dictator led the country into disastrous wars against Iran and in 
the Persian Gulf.  By the early 90s, the country’s economy and resources were completely destroyed. On March 
20, 2003, the United States began an offensive military invasion. This war is known as the Iraq War or the 
Second Persian Gulf War. Iraq was officially liberated in 2007, and US forces formally evacuated Iraq in 2011. 
Today, Iraq is a parliamentary republic. There is much unrest among the different sects of the Islam religion, 
which has led to political unrest as well. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The current Iraqi military is mainly bolstered 
by European powers. The official agreement to assist the Iraqi military is the Global Coalition. All pursuits to 
build chemical or nuclear weapons ended with Saddam Hussein’s reign. Iraq does not have nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: There are various treaties between Iraq and the United States of 
America beginning during and after liberation in 2003-2007. These address topics such as military and 
economic assistance. Iraq’s alliance with the US is accompanied by alliances with other world powers such as 
Great Britain. 
Significant Disputes: From 1932 to 1958, there was much political unrest while Iraqi people were subjects of 
British Empire. From 1980 to 1988, Iraq fought in the Iran/Iraq War. Following this conflict, Saddam Hussein 
and his corrupt regime invaded Kuwait, starting the Persian Gulf Wars, which lasted from 1990 to 1991. In 
2003, the United States (and allied powers) invaded Iraq in hopes of liberating it from dictator Saddam 
Hussein. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The religion practiced by most Iraqi citizens is Islam, but 
other religions are practiced though suppressed. These include the following which are allowed by Iraq’s 
constitution: Christians, Yezidis, and Sabean-Mandaeans. The Bahai Faith and Wahhabi branch of Sunni Islam 
are banned. Organizations have been made to protect the rights of the allowed minority religions. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The adult literacy rate in 2015 was 79.7%. Iraq’s education systems are 
becoming more sectarian – more religious. Iraq’s education system has suffered since the war with the US in 
2003, especially their universities, which were looted during the war. Schooling is compulsory for the first 6 
years of primary school. 



Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Iraq's population growth rate is 2.55%. There are 
approximately 30.4 births per 1,000 people per year. There are approximately 3.8 deaths per 1,000 people 
per year. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: 1/3 of patients in Mosul, Iraq have detrimental resistances to antibiotics. About 
fifteen years ago, prescriptions were well regulated. After the war in 2003, prescriptions became easily 
accessible. Not only were normal pills and liquid drugs available, injections could be bought without 
prescription. Many were unaware of the dangers of antibiotic resistance and are only now becoming aware 
while in the hospital for an infection. 

Sources 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Iraq-War, https://www.britannica.com/place/Iraq, 
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-type-of-government-does-iraq-have.html , 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-14542954, https://www.army.mod.uk/deployments/ir 
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Ireland 
Capital City: Dublin  Location: Island in Western Europe, in the North Atlantic Ocean. It is bordered by 
the Celtic Sea, the Irish Sea, and the North Channel. Located to the west of Great Britain.   Population: 
5068050   
Official Language: English, Irish (Gaelic or Gaeilge)     Other Languages:  
Student Ambassadors: Isabelle Cashe (Eco/Soc), Brandon Moncada (Eco/Soc), Emma Muñoz(GA), and Gracie 
Pace (GA) 
Delegation: University Lab School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Ireland’s industrial production growth rate was at 7.8%, as of 2017, with a GNP of 63,140 
EUR. In comparison to neighboring countries, Ireland’s economy ranks notably lower than the UK, the 
Netherlands, Switzerland, and Belgium. This country was actually the first to divest from fossil fuels and 
therefore no longer produces fossil fuels; however, they remain a consumer with over 90% of their energy 
sources from fossil fuels. Ireland’s main exports include: medical devices, pharmaceuticals, computers, 
machinery & equipment, foodstuffs, and animal products; additionally, their imports include: chemicals, 
petroleum & petroleum products, data processing equipment, textiles and clothing. Ireland’s modern economy 
depends on trade, primarily with the US, UK, France, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland, and the Netherlands. 
World Trade: Ireland is a member of the World Trade Organization and General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade.  The country has a trading surplus with little decline or deficit. The top exports for the country are 
pharmaceuticals, organic chemicals, technological apparatuses, aerial technology, cosmetics and animal 
products. Most products are shipped out of Bantry Bay Port Company, Drogheda Port, and Dublin Port. The top 
export destinations are the US, Belgium-Luxembourg, UK, Germany, and Switzerland. The top import 
destinations are the UK, US, Germany, France, and China. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Michael D Higgins (President); Leo Varadkar (Prime Minister) 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Democracy 
Government History and Stability: Before their current government, they were part of Britain and had a very 
similar system to them. In 1922 they officially adopted their constitution that separates them from Britain. It 
was then re written in 1937, which changed some systems, such as giving Ireland an official president position. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Ireland is ranked 116 out of 136 in military 
strength. It has a force big enough for a small overseas commitments. There are a total of 9,500 military 
personnel in Ireland’s force. They also have very few air force and naval capabilities.  Ireland does not have any 
nuclear weapons in their arsenal. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: European Union, United Nations, Cuba Ireland Bilateral, United States, 
China 
Significant Disputes: UK- Ireland has problems with the Brexit issue as borders are being contested.  
Denmark- dispute over sea bed (Rockall Bank dispute) Morocco- dispute over Perejil Island off of Moroccan 
coast 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Ireland is largely Roman Catholic with 78.3% of the 
population following this faith (according to 2016 census). This number has dropped slightly due to recent 
child abuse scandals in the Irish Catholic Church. The Irish population is considerably more religious than other 
countries in the EU (e.g. in 2016, 36% of Irish adults reported attending church weekly compared to the EU 
average of 12.8%). In addition, around 54% of Irish citizens between the ages of 16-29 are Catholic and 
55.3% of the Irish population reported praying at least once a week. Other less prominent religions in Ireland 
include the Church of Ireland Anglicans, the Presbyterian Church, the Methodist Church, Islam, and Judaism. 
 
 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The Irish education system consists of primary-level education, second-
level education, third-level education, and further education. School is compulsory for children ages 6-16 or 
until 3 years of second-level education have been completed. Many schools in both the primary-level and 



secondary-level are privately-owned by religious groups or a board of governors, but state-funded. Though the 
Irish Constitution guarantees freedom of religion, 90% of primary schools are Catholic and almost half of all 
secondary schools are rigorously affiliated (including state-funded schools); the government permits the 
schools it funds to teach religion, but discrimination against non-Catholics enrolling in state schools have made 
the Irish people press for reform. In an OECD survey, it was revealed that 17.9% of Irish adults are at or below 
level 1 on a 5-level literacy scale (a level at which difficulties understanding basic written text are common). 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: According to The Central Statistics Office, the population of 
Ireland in 2017 was around 4.8 million (a dramatic increase of 53,900, or 1.1%, from the year prior). That 
same year, Ireland had the 4th highest population growth rate in the EU, the highest birth date (at 12.9 births 
per 1,000 residents,) and the lowest death rate (6.3 deaths per thousand). It is projected that if the fertility 
rate (along with other factors, like inward migration) remains constant, the Irish population will reach 6.7 
million by 2051. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Due to widespread concern about the possible over-prescription of antibiotics, 
the Irish government has implemented the “One-Health” plan and the National Action Plan on Antimicrobial 
Resistance 2017-2020 (developed by the Department of Health and the Department of Agriculture). The Irish 
government and the HSE (Health and Safety Executive) have attempted to educate the public about the proper 
use of antibiotics, however prescription levels remain high; it is possible that up to 60% of antibiotics 
prescribed in Ireland are done so unnecessarily, according to Alere Ireland’s Dr Kieran Clarke. 

Sources 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-17478648 https://www.britannica.com/place/Ireland/Government-
and-society https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/visit-and-learn/history-and-buildings/history-of-parliament-in-
ireland/ https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/re 
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Israel 
Capital City: Jerusalem  Location: Middle East   Population: 8527537   
Official Language: Hebrew     Other Languages: Arabic, English, Russian 
Student Ambassadors: Grant Suire (GA), Maggie Shuffler (GA) 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Acadiana 

Economy 
Economic Status: Israel’s economy is an advanced free market economy. Considering its relatively small 
consumer market, Israel consistently maintains a large average rate of economic growth. Israel’s trade with 
foreign countries gives Israel a platform to better its economy even without a large consumer economy.  Israel 
is well ranked in its venture capital availability, technological readiness, and the caliber of research 
organizations. In 2018, Israel joined the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, which 
declared the country as one of the world’s 34 most developed countries. In 2008, there was a short recession 
in Israel, but the crisis was averted shortly after it started due to Israel’s distribution and use of tax money 
and its banking sector. Although Israel’s GDP growth has declines to an average increase of 2.8% per year, the 
discovery of natural gas fields (such as The Tamar and Leviathan) in 2009 has helped with this unsavory 
decrease. Israel relies mainly relies on coal for energy, with the country’s energy usage being 57% coal. In 
Israel, there is a large discrepancy with income and housing prices. An imbalance in wealth allows a small 
minority to hold the majority of the wealth in the economy. In 2017, Israel’s GDP was $317.1 billion. Israel’s 
GDP per capita was $35,051 in 2014. 
World Trade: Israel’s main imports are grains, raw materials, military equipment, and crude oil. Israel’s most 
common exports include high-technology equipment, pharmaceuticals, and military equipment. Generally, Israel 
has a large trade deficit, but tourism and service exports ameliorate this deficit. Examples of Israel’s top 
trading partners include the United States, United Kingdom, Hong Kong, China, Belgium, and the Netherlands. 
Exports spurred economic growth by 5% each year between 2004 and 2013. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Head of State: President Reuven Rivlin, Executive Officer: Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Democracy 
Government History and Stability: This government was formed in 1949 at the founding of our nation. It 
continues to be elected by popular democratic vote. Because of this preservation of democratic process, there 
have been few uprisings within the government itself. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Our military is in perpetual conflict with the 
forces of Palestine and the Islamic State. Because of this, every eligible Israeli man and woman is conscribed to 
military service for a number of years. Our nuclear strike capabilities remain ambiguously documented, and so 
both the question of our possession of nuclear weapons and the extent to which such weapons have been 
tested are kept in strict confidence. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: [1993] The Oslo I Accord (USA & Palestine) [1995] The Oslo II Accord 
(USA & Palestine) [2000] Israel-EU Association Agreement (EU) 
Significant Disputes: Palestinian Territorial Disputes over the West Bank & Gaza Strip 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The most popular religion in Israel is Judaism, which 
makes up 74.4% of the population. 20.9% of the population is Arab. However, there are four different 
“categories” of Israeli Jews, those categories being Haredi, Dati, Masorti, and Hiloni. These four groups do not 
associate within each other, and have opposing views on the relationship of government and church. Out of the 
Israeli Arabs, 81% are Muslim. Although there is no legal separation between the two religions, Arabs and Jews 
do not generally associate with one another. Arabs do not serve in the Israeli army, which causes a discrepancy 
in the social and economic aspects of Jews and Arabs. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: In Israel, children from the age of 6 until the age of 18 are required to 
attend school. There are four types of schools in Israel: state schools (which most students attend,) state 
religious school (emphasizes Judaism,) Arab and Druze schools (instruction in Arabic,) and private schools. If a 



student wishes to not attend a secondary school, he or she required to learn a trade. This plan is indoctrinated 
with the Apprenticeship Law. The literacy rate in Israel is 91.75%. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Population growth rate: 1.9% annual change  Birth rate: 
3.11 births per woman (2016)  Death rate: 5.1 deaths per 1,000 people 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Israel does prescribe antibiotics in an effort to fight bacterial infections. The 
National Center for Infection Control (NCIC) was created to regulate bacterial spreading. The NCIC works to 
train doctors, nurses, microbiologists, and data managers to better understand how to control dangerous 
bacteria. 

Sources 
https://alphaomegatranslations.com/foreign-language/the-four-most-important-languages-of-israel/, 
israel.org/MFA, http://www.worldstopexports.com/israels-top-trading-partners/  https://embassies.gov.il/san-
francisco/AboutIsrael/Economy/Pages/The-Israeli-E 
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Italy 
Capital City: Rome  Location: Europe   Population: 60590000   
Official Language: Italian and Catalan     Other Languages: English, French, German 
Student Ambassadors: Joe Patterson, Grant Coffman, Addie Owens, Hayley Gregoire, Jack Campbell, Nick 
Delahay 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 

Economy 
Economic Status: - 1.935 trillion USD in GDP  - Natural Resources: coal, antimony, mercury, zinc, potash, 
marble, barite, asbestos, pumice, fluorspar, feldspar, pyrite (sulfur), natural gas and crude oil reserves, fish, 
arable land - Labor Force: 25.94 million - Unemployment Rate: 11.3% - $903.3 billion budget revenues 
World Trade: Imports: $432.9 billion (engineering products, chemicals, transport equipment, energy products, 
minerals and nonferrous metals, textiles and clothing; food, beverages, tobacco) Partners: Germany 16.3%, 
France 8.8%, China 7.1%, Netherlands 5.6%, Spain 5.3%, Belgium 4.5%  Exports: $496.3 billion (engineering 
products, textiles and clothing, production machinery, motor vehicles, transport equipment, chemicals; 
foodstuffs, beverages, and tobacco; minerals, nonferrous metals) Partners: Germany 12.5%, France 10.3%, US 
9%, Spain 5.2%, UK 5.2%, Switzerland 4.6% 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Sergio Mattarella 
Form of Government: parliamentary republic 
Government History and Stability: Became the Italian Republic in 1946 after WWII and overthrew the 
monarchy. The president of the Republic is elected for seven years by Parliament in joint session. The President 
of Italy appoints the prime minister and, on his proposal, the ministers that form its cabinet. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: There are five branches of Italy's Military: 
Italian Armed Forces: Army (Esercito Italiano, EI), Navy (Marina Militare Italiana, MMI), Italian Air Force 
(Aeronautica Militare Italiana, AMI), Carabinieri Corps (Arma dei Carabinieri, CC), Financial Guard (Guardia di 
Finanza) (2015). Currently, Italy does not produce or possess nuclear weapons but takes part in the NATO 
nuclear sharing program. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: - Member of the European Union - Member of the North Atlantic Trade 
Organization (NATO) - Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) - 
Significant Disputes: They have significant economic and social disputes with France (Libyan oil companies). 
Italy's long coastline and developed economy entices tens of thousands of illegal immigrants from southeastern 
Europe and northern Africa. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: - Roman Catholicism (80%) - Atheism (20%) 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Literacy Rate: 99.2% Italy has Secular public schools.  Average of 16 
years of school for the average person.  They spend 4.1% of GDP on education. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Italy has a Birth Rate of 8.5 births/1,000 population  Italy 
has a death rate of 10.5 deaths/1,000 population 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Generally, in Italy, there is a lack of surveillance and security surrounding 
antibiotics prescribing.  -Lack of surveillance of antibiotic use and resistance -Lack of updated antibiotic use 
and treatment guidelines -Lack of continuing medical education on antibiotic use for prescribers 

Sources 
cia.gov 
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Country Data Sheet 

Japan 
Capital City: Tokyo  Location: East Asia, West of South Korea in the Pacific Ocean   Population: 
126800000   
Official Language: Japanese     Other Languages: Korean, Portuguese, and Chinese 
Student Ambassadors: J. Zvonek (Security), B. Wessel (Security), H. Horridge (EcoSoc), P. Doubleday (EcoSoc), 
P. Dowd (GA) 
Delegation: Jesuit High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Japan is a first world country that relies heavily on imported oil to meet its energy needs. 
Around 50% of the country’s energy production comes from oil, while coal and nuclear are second and third, 
respectively. Natural Gas also makes up a less-than-insignificant percent of energy consumption. Japan has a 
yearly per capita income of 45,470 USD and has a GDP of 4.872 trillion USD. Japan has the highest standard 
of living in the area but is second to China in overall economic strength. 
World Trade: Japan must import many of the materials necessary for industry including wood, oil, aluminum, 
and coal. Japan’s main exports are vehicles, technology, and heavy machinery. 

Government 

Country’s Leader: Shinzo Abē is Japan’s incumbent prime minister since 2012. 
Form of Government: Japan utilizes a parliamentary government with a constitutional monarchy. The monarch 
is viewed as a ceremonial head hailing from the imperial family, whereas the prime minister, elected by the by 
the legislature for a four-year term, supervises the execu 
Government History and Stability: The government is a constitutional monarchy that has a mostly-ceremonial 
emperor. The current form of government came from a long feudal history. The constitution was drafted in 
1947 after World War 2. The government is extremely stable. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Japan currently has 247,000 active 
personnel operating in their Army, Navy, and Airforce. Boasting the fifth largest airforce with 1595 aircraft, 
and an average $US49 billion in spending on defense (sixth most), Japan’s military is nothing to scoff at. 
Limiting Japan's power, however, are the lack of nuclear armaments and a constitutional clause that prohibits 
an offensive army. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Japan and the United States have become strong, mutually beneficial 
allies through various treaties and agreements including    Japan-U.S. Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and 
Navigation (1953)   Japan-U.S. Science and Technology Agreement (1988)   Japan-U.S. Cooperation Agreement 
on Anti-competitive Activities (1999) 
Significant Disputes: Japan currently faces several territorial disputes with other countries:   Southern Kurile 
Islands/Northern Territories (Japan/Russia)   Liancourt Rocks (Japan/ South Korea)   Pinnacle Islands 
(Japan/China) 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Religion in Japan. Shinto and Buddhism are Japan's two 
major religions. Shinto is as old as the Japanese culture, while Buddhism was imported from the mainland in the 
6th century.  However, a majority of the population affiliates with no religion (52.4%) with the rest of the 
population identifying with Buddhism (35.8%), Shinto (11%), and Christianity (10.6%). 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Japan’s educational system is composed of a compulsory section, 
consisting of grades one to nine (ages 7-15), and a higher education (high school) section, consisting of grades 
10-12 (ages 16-18).  Japan’s literacy rate is an astounding 99%, a major accolade that Japan prides itself 
upon.  In accordance with its religious breakdown, a majority of Japanese schools are secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Japan’s population growth is in the negative, about -0.2% 
per year.  Japan’s birth rate hit an all-time low since 1899 at only 921,000 babies born in 2018 (1.44 babies 
per woman).  Japan is facing a serious population crisis as not enough babies are being born to keep up with 
the death rate, which is about 9.8/1000 deaths per year. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Antibiotics can only be bought in pharmacies and drug stores that have 
pharmaceutical counters.  You cannot diagnose yourself and receive medication.  You need a doctor’s 



corroboration of an illness to receive antibiotics, and you receive the exact amount necessary to deal with the 
illness. 

Sources 
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=japan https://www.japan-
guide.com/topic/0002.html http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/japan/japanworkbook/fpdefense/foreign.htm 
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/4142.htm 
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Country Data Sheet 

Japan 
Capital City: Tokyo  Location: South Pacific   Population: 126990000   
Official Language: Japanese     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: P. Dowd (General) 
Delegation: Jesuit High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Japan's economic system is very similar to that of the United States. Japan's rate of 
production of fossil fuels is very low, but is a large supporter of fossil fuel exploration. The GDP of Japan is 
4.94 trillion dollars, and the per capita income is around $32,000. Although Japan is more developed than 
many countries in the region, it is lagging behind some of the other more highly developed countries in the 
region. 
World Trade: Japan does a lot of trade on the global scale. It trades for lots of raw materials and fossil fuels 
due to the lack of these resources in the country. It makes up for it by manufacturing large amounts of goods 
and exporting them. It has a trade surplus 

Government 

Country’s Leader: Shinzō Abe 
Form of Government: parliamentary democracy 
Government History and Stability: This government took power after the reform after WW2. It is stable and 
elections are held regularly. There is a 480 seat House of Representatives and a 282 seat House of 
Councilours. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The military of Japan is not very large. There 
are about 250,000 active personnel and has reserves of about 68,000. Japan does not have nuclear capability. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: U.S.–Japan Status of Forces Agreement Armistice of 11 November 
1918 Treaty of Versailles China–Japan-South Korea Free Trade Agreement Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Significant Disputes: With South Korea about a naval meet up With China about islands in the South Pacific 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The Shinto and Buddhism  Neither religion has created 
any large conflict 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The education is provided up through high school and 75% go to higher 
education. The literacy rate is 99.9% 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The growth rate is at an all time low of .6% and the 
population is shrinking. The birth rate is 7.7 per 1000 people and the death rate is 9.8 per 1000 people 
Antibiotic Prescription Info:  

Sources 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trans-Pacific_Partnership 
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Country Data Sheet 

Jordan 
Capital City: Amman  Location: Middle East   Population: 9702000  
Official Language: Arabic     Other Languages: English 
Student Ambassadors: Greyson Wisdom, Avery Pierson 
Delegation: Lusher Charter School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Jordan's GDP ranks 90th in the world ($89 billion). Industry composes 28.8% of the GDP and 
is growing at a rate of 1.4%. 25-30% of all of Jordan's imports are made up of energy due to their lack of 
natural resources. The per capita is 144th in the world ($9200). Neighboring countries Saudia Arabia and 
Israel, and Syria have per capita incomes of $54,770, $36,400, and $5,090 respectively. 
World Trade: Jordan's lack of natural resources causes a large trade deficit. In 2017, their deficit totaled 
$10.699 billion. Their major imports are crude oil, refined petroleum products, machinery, transport equipment, 
iron, and cereals and their major exports are textiles, fertilizers, potash, phosphates, vegetables, and 
pharmaceuticals. Their major import partners are China (13.6%), Saudi Arabia (13.6%), the U.S. (9.9%), the UAE 
(4.9%), and Germany (4.4%) (2017). Their major export partners are the US (24.9%), Saudi Arabia (12.8%), India 
(8.2%), Iraq (8.2%), Kuwait (5.4%), UAE (4.6%) (2017). 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein 
Form of Government: Parliamentary constitutional monarchy 
Government History and Stability: Jordan gained independence from Britain in 1946 after the signing of the 
Treaty of London. Their government is relatively stable. The monarchy is hereditary, and the monarch appoints 
the prime minister. The legislative branch is bicameral, composed of a Senate of 65 members appointed by the 
king and a House of Representatives with 130 members that are directly elected. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Jordan's military has 4 branches: Jordanian 
Armed Forces, Royal Jordanian Navy, Royal Jordanian Air Force, and the Special Operations Command. Jordan's 
military is moderately proficient. Their military expenditure as a percentage of GDP is 4.8%. Jordan has no 
nuclear weapons and is strongly opposed to the usage of them. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Israel-Jordan 
Peace Treaty, The Geneva Convention,  The Treaty of London. 
Significant Disputes: Dispute with Syria over refugee crisis, dispute with Israel over land, dispute with Houthi 
rebels in Yemen, dispute with the Islamic State of Iraq, dispute with Britain over independence. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 97.2% of the population is Muslim, 2.2% Christian, 0.4% 
Buddhist, and 0.1% Hindu. There is relatively little religious conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 95.4% percent of people 15 years or older in Jordan are literate. The 
average person spends 13 years in schooling (females 12, males 13). The structure of the educational system 
in Jordan consists of a two-year cycle of preschool education, ten years of compulsory basic education, and 
two years of secondary academic or vocational education. Public schools are secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The annual population growth rate is 2.02%. There are 23.6 
births/1,000 population (2018 est.) and 3.4 deaths/1,000 population (2018 est.). The infant mortality rate is 
13.7 deaths/1,000 live births (2018 est.). In regards to gender, there are 1.06 males to every one female. Life 
expectancy for males is 73.6 years and females is 76.6 years. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: In Jordan, more than 50% of physicians prescribe antibiotics for an inappropriate 
indication such as common cold, and approximately 67% of adult Jordanians believe that antibiotics should be 
used for this purpose. It is essential to follow antibiotics prescription guidelines in order to maximize efficiency 
and enhance patient safety. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/jo.html 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Jordan 



Country Data Sheet 

Kazakhstan 
Capital City: Astana  Location: Central Asia   Population: 18744548   
Official Language: Kazakh (Qazaq) and Russian     Other Languages: n/a 
Student Ambassadors: Emily Clarke (Sec), Cade Crandall (Sec) 
Delegation: C.E. Byrd 

Economy 
Economic Status: Kazakhstan has abundant natural resources and relies on these exports to expand its GDP 
(35% is oil). The tenge (currency) is often devalued, but is currently on the rise and the GDP is expected to 
grow 3.3% in 2019. The economy is largely run by the state, and Kazakhstan is looking to transition to a more 
sustainable economic structure. Kazakhstan is an industrially developed country, 94% of their energy 
consumption is fossil fuels, and is the 12th largest crude oil producer in the world. Kazakhstan’s economy is 
the largest in central Asia, despite its struggles in the past years. 
World Trade: Crude petroleum, refined copper, petroleum gas, and wheat are the top exports, while 
Kazakhstan mainly imports refined petroleum and tech/military objects. Kazakhstan’s major trade partners are 
China, Russia, the Netherlands, France, and Italy; Kazakhstan usually has a trade surplus. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Nursultan Nazarbayev (1991– ) & Prime Minister Bakytzhan Sagintayev  
(nominated by president; 2016– ) 
Form of Government: Presidential republic with a bicameral Parliament 
Government History and Stability: Kazakhstan became independent of the USSR in 1991 when it dissolved, 
and since its independence President Nazarbayev has lead the state. President Nazarbayev has no term limit 
but is up for reelection in 2020. The government is relatively stable, but lacks the democratic processes it 
claims. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: There are 74,500 personnel in the 
Kazakhstan military, and most of the nuclear weapons have been removed to the United States after 
Kazakhstan declared that it would attain the status of a non-nuclear state, but some nuclear weapons still 
remain. The Kazakhstan military is ranked 50/136 on the Global Firepower list. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Kazakhstan has an individual partnership with NATO, is a part of the 
non-proliferation of nuclear arms treaty, the World Intellectual Property Organization, the International 
Maritime Organization, and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. 
Significant Disputes: Kyrgyzstan has yet to ratify the 2001 boundary delimitation with Kazakhstan, ongoing 
demarcation with Russia began in 2007, and Kyrgyzstan has yet to ratify the 2001 border. The legal status of 
the Caspian Sea is a prioritized issue, with Iran and Turkmenistan boundaries remaining under discussion. All 
transnational issues tend to pertain to borders and boundaries, and there are few other disputes. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Muslim 70.2%, Christian 26.2% (mainly Russian 
Orthodox), other 0.2%, atheist 2.8%, unspecified 0.5%. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Education expenses total 3% of the total GDP. The literacy rate for 
citizens 15 and over is 99.8%. According to Kazakhstan’s Committee on Statistics, there are 496,209 students 
enrolled in higher education institutions in 122 universities nationwide in Academic Year 2017-2018.  
Kazakhstan uses the 12-year educational model. There is no significant gender disparity observed in primary 
school attendance, but females are more likely to attend secondary schools than males. Nearly all students 
from ages 7 to 15 attend school. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The fertility rate is 2.22 children born/woman. The average 
infant mortality rate is 19 deaths/1000 live births. The birth rate is 17.5 births/1000 population (99th in the 
world) and the death rate is 8.2 deaths/1000 population (84th in the world). The population growth rate is 
0.98% which is 111th in the world. Most of Kazakhstan is at a low population density: 57.4% of the population 
lives in urban areas which are typically in the far northern and southern regions of Kazakhstan. Almaty is the 
largest city by population with 1.829 million, followed by Astana’s (capital) 1.068 million. 



Antibiotic Prescription Info: In 2015, Kazakhstan participated in WHO antimicrobial resistance training to 
better survey the use of antibiotics in Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan recognized the need to stop unrestricted access 
to antibiotics in 2014, and transitioned to prescription based access. 

Sources 
CIA World Factbook (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/kz.html) 
https://www.nordeatrade.com/fi/explore-new-market/kazakhstan/economical-context World Bank 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/kazakhstan/publication/economic- 
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Country Data Sheet 

Kuwait 
Capital City: Kuwait City  Location: Middle East, Persian Gulf   Population: 4437590   
Official Language: Arabic     Other Languages: English 
Student Ambassadors: Andrew Moncada (GA) and Nick Edmonson (GA) 
Delegation: University Lab School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Kuwait is small, but its oil reserves make it wealthy. Kuwait has 102 billion barrels of oil 
which makes up more that 6% of the world reserves. Kuwait’s economy is strongly depended on oil as it makes 
up more than half of its GDP and it makes up 90% of government income. This strongly non-diversified 
economy is compounded by the lack of a private sector as the government employs 74% of all citizens. 
Kuwait’s industrial production growth rate is 2.8%. Kuwait produces over 1 million barrels of oil per day. 
Kuwait consumes 446,000 barrels of petroleum per day. Kuwait has a GDP of $120.7 billion USD. The per 
capita income is $65,800 USD. Kuwait benefits from much the same wealth and oil reserves as the countries 
around it. 
World Trade: Kuwait’s major trade product is oil. Kuwait is eleven in the world for gross export of refined 
petroleum products. These products make up 92% of Kuwait’s exports. Kuwait mainly imports food, 
construction materials, vehicles, and clothing. Its major import partners are as follows: China 13.5%, US 13.3%, 
UAE 9.5%, Saudi Arabia 5.8%, Germany 5.4%, Japan 5%, India 4.7%, Italy 4.5%. The country exports $55.17 
billion USD worth of goods and imports $29.53 billion USD worth. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Jabir Al-Murarak al-Hamad al-Sabah 
Form of Government: Constitutional Monarchy 
Government History and Stability: The Al-Sabah family took power in 1991. Over the course of the last few 
years, the government has been dissolved by the family several times. This amount of instability contributes to 
the regulatory issues in Kuwait. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Kuwait spends 5% of their GDP on their 
military. They do not have compulsory service. There are several military branches: Kuwaiti Land Forces (KLF), 
Kuwaiti Navy, Kuwaiti Air Force (Al-Quwwat al-Jawwiya al-Kuwaitiya; includes Kuwaiti Air Defense Force, 
KADF), Kuwaiti National Guard (KNG). 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are currently negotiating a joint maritime 
boundary with Iran. 
Significant Disputes: Kuwait and Iraq are currently disputing over their maritime boundary. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Muslim (official) 74.6%, Christian 18.2%, other and 
unspecified 7.2% 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The school life expectancy is 13 years.  95.7% of the population over 15 
can read and write. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: There is 18.8 births/ 1,000 population and 2.3 deaths/ 
1,000 population. Overall, the growth rate is 1.38% 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: 72.8% of Kuwait people have been prescribed antibiotics in the last 12 months. 

Sources 
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Comparative_law_and_justice/Kuwait 
https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2615891&language=en https://www.hg.org/legal-articles/the-
labor-law-of-kuwait-6991 https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2005/61692.htm https 
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Country Data Sheet 

Lebanon 
Capital City: Beirut  Location: Middle East   Population: 6100075   
Official Language: Arabic     Other Languages: English, French, and Armenian 
Student Ambassadors: Mikayla Morse (General Assembly), Riley Price (General Assembly) 
Delegation: Lusher Charter School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Lebanon has a free-market economy (except for limitations on foreign investments), and its 
main growth sector is service oriented with a focus on banking and tourism. Their GDP (PPP) is $88.25 billion 
and ranked 92 compared to the rest of the world, and the per capita income (PPP) is $14,690. The government 
has a high debt due to the Lebanese Civil War which damaged much of the country's infrastructure. Lebanon 
produces very little fossil fuels instead relying on petroleum imports for 97% of their energy needs which is 
provided by oil-rich neighboring countries. When compared to the other Middle Eastern countries, Lebanon's 
economic ranking falls in the middle. 
World Trade: Lebanon's major exports include jewelry, inorganic chemicals, and other various consumer goods 
including some agricultural products.  Lebanon's major imports include petroleum, cars, medicinal products, and 
various consumer goods (mostly of which they don't internally produce). They have a trade deficit of about 
$14.816 billion. They have signed/agreed to many trade agreements such as the Euro-Mediterranean 
Partnership Initiative, the European Free Trade Association (EFTA), and the Greater Arab Free Trade Area 
(GAFTA). Other major trade partners include Switzerland, South Africa, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, 
USA, France, Italy, and China. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Michel Aoun 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: World War II provided optimal conditions for Lebanon to protest and 
pressure the French into the Franco-Lebanese Treaty which ultimately gave Lebanon independence in 1943. 
They have been a parliamentary republic since then with the President as the head of state. The government is 
divided into three parts with the Executive (Council of Ministers - drafts general policy led by a prime minister 
who must be a Sunni Muslim), the Legislative (Assembly of Representatives - the parliament led by the speaker 
who must be a Shia Muslim), and the Judicial (various courts). The government is not very stable due to slow 
elections and lasting effects of their Civil War. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Lebanese Armed Forces has 3 branches: 
the Lebanese Army, the Lebanese Navy, the Lebanese Air Force. Lebanon is 30th in the world for how much 
they spend on military expenditures. Their military capabilities (GFP) are ranked 106 out of 136. Lebanon does 
not currently possess any nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: 1. Taif Agreement (ended the Lebanese Civil War and returned authority 
to Southern Lebanon) 2. Treaty of Brotherhood, Cooperation, and Coordination Between the Syrian Arab 
Republic and the Lebanese Republic 3. European Free Trade Association (EFTA) and Greater Arab Free Trade 
Area (GAFTA) 
Significant Disputes: 1. Lebanon and Syria have disputed with each other over their boundaries.  2. There is 
conflict between the Lebanese Hezbollah and Israel.  3. There has been tension between Lebanon and Saudi 
Arabia after the Lebanese Prime Minister announced his resignation while in Saudi Arabia. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The major religions of Lebanon are Islam (Sunni and Shia) 
and Christianity with approximately a 57.7% Muslim population and 36.2% Christian population. The remaining 
percentage includes different minorities such as the Druze (5.2%). This divide and the desire of each religious 
group (Islam and Christianity) to hold both economic and social power led to a civil war that lasted from 1975-
1990. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Lebanon’s adult literacy rate is approximately 94% which is one of the 
highest in the Middle East. Most students are enrolled in private schools with a minority enrolled in public 
schools. The education provided by public schools is viewed as inferior. The average years of schooling for a 
male is 12 years and for a female is 11 years. Some schools are secular in Lebanon, but many are not. 



Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Lebanon has an annual population growth rate of -3.13% 
(2018 est.). There are 14.1 births per 1,000 population and 5.1 deaths per 1,000 population (2018 est.). The 
infant mortality rate is 7.2 deaths per 1,000 live births (2018 est.). There are 1.05 males to every 1 female 
(2017 est.). The life expectancy of males is 76.6 years, and the life expectancy of females is 79.3 years (2018 
est.). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: There is a high amount of unnecessary antibiotic prescriptions in Lebanon, and 
there are many antibiotics that are received without prescriptions. The most prescribed antibiotics are for 
respiratory tract infections. Fever is also an influencing factor on many doctors there when writing 
prescriptions. 

Sources 
www.cia.gov, www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov, data.worldbank.org, http://www.intracen.org 
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Country Data Sheet 

Liechtenstein 
Capital City: Vaduz  Location: European Alps, Upper Rhine Valley   Population: 38155  
Official Language: German     Other Languages: Walser, Alemannic, English 
Student Ambassadors: Robayet Hossain (GA), Mahir Rahman (GA) 
Delegation: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 

Economy 
Economic Status: The economy is based equally between services and industry and has a small agricultural 
structure. Liechtenstein participates in a customs union with Switzerland, importing more than 85% of its 
energy requirements, is a member of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) and European Economic Area 
(EAA), and cooperates in the Schengen Agreement for travel within Europe but with no passport. Liechtenstein 
and Switzerland signed a contract agreeing on double taxation. This country has the third highest per capita 
income at $168, 146 (2015) and a GDP real growth rate of 4.3% right behind Qatar and Luxembourg. The 
largest industries in Liechtenstein are pharmaceuticals, dental medical technology, ceramics, metal 
manufacturing, electronics, construction services, and frozen foods. 
World Trade: Liechtenstein’s companies receive several benefits from the EU, EFTA, and the EAA, which are all 
international economic organizations. This country normally imports equipment/machinery, metal products, 
chemicals, and vehicles and spare parts while its exports are usually food materials and beverages, agricultural 
products, processed chemicals, and machinery. Liechtenstein’s usual partners in import and export are the 
U.S.A., Switzerland, and Germany. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Adrian Hasler 
Form of Government: hereditary democratic constitutional monarchy. 
Government History and Stability: The 1862 constitution introduced the government as an executive body. 
The head of government at the time, the District Administrator, were experts in administration from Austria. 
Some of these administrators were also members of nobility of Austria. The 1921 constitution stated that the 
country should have one of their own instead of an Austrian as their head of government. The government has 
been rather politically stable especially since Liechtenstein has such a strong financial center. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: This country has not had a standing army 
since 1869. Liechtenstein does have a military peacekeeping force, an extensive coast guard, a police force, 
and an air defense system. This country is an active member of NATO. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Main agreements and treaties are the customs union with Switzerland, 
EFTA, EAA, UNESCO, and the Council of Europe. 
Significant Disputes: The most significant disputes Liechtenstein has ever had were several hundred years 
ago. In the 1600s, the area that was to be Liechtenstein soon was invaded by Austrian and Swedish troops. In 
the 1800s, Napoleon and his French forces occupied the country before they regained it from his control. 
Liechtenstein also changed its constitution to have a native leader instead of an Austrian one, as stated above, 
but this occurrence did not bring about much dispute. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Catholicism is the predominant religion in Liechtenstein. 
There is a minority of Protestants and non-adherents. Liechtenstein also has a small Muslim population, mainly 
because of immigrants from neighboring countries. Education System, Literacy Rate: The literacy rate of 
Liechtenstein is 100%. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The literacy rate of Liechtenstein is 100%. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate is 0.7%. Liechtenstein’s death 
rate was 7.2 deaths per 1000 people and birth rate was 10 births per 1000 people. Liechtenstein’s IMR, or 
infant mortality rate, is 3.9 deaths per every 1000 live births, the life expectancy is 82.66 years 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: N/A 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/search?q=liechtenstein...&site=CIA&output=xml_no_dtd&client=CIA&myAction=%2Fsearch&
proxystylesheet=CIA&submitMethod=get https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liechtenstein 
https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Liechtenstein/wb_political_stability/ 



Country Data Sheet 

Madagascar 
Capital City: Antananarivo  Location: Southern Africa, island in the Indian Ocean, east of Mozambique   
Population: 25683610   
Official Language: French and Malagasy     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: Grant Thevenot (GA) 
Delegation: Catholic High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Has 4.2% GDP growth rate, 1,600 per capita, and many untapped resources 
World Trade: France and US are leading trade partners and has $689 million trade deficit and exports coffee, 
vanilla, and sugar 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Rivo Rakotovao & Prime Minister Christian Ntsay 
Form of Government: unitary, semi-presidential constitutional republic 
Government History and Stability: While the government is stable as of now, the history of the independent 
republic is pocked with military appointees and coups d’etat, most recently in 2009 when the legal president 
was unconstitutionally ousted. However, since the adoption of a new constitution in 2010, power has been 
transitioned peacefully, democratically, and transparently. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Army has approximately 12,000 
members and both the Navy and Airforce have approximately 500. Though, it is small, it has no immediate 
threat, so it is adequate for protecting security in current conditions in Madagascar. As of 2008, the country 
spends $104 million on the armed forces.The military does not have nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement, United Nations Stabilisation 
Mission in Haiti, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Convention on the Rights of the Child, and 
Organization of African Unity 
Significant Disputes: Madagascar has no major disputes with other nations at the time of writing. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Most Madagascans believe in indigenous religions of 
ancestor veneration with a central supreme god. Christianity is also very prominent comprising approximately 
83.9% of the population. Muslims make up about 7% of the population. The biggest source of animosity comes 
from Catholics who tend to be poor and Protestant Christians who tend to be of higher social standing. 
Violence rarely breaks out over religious grounds. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Education system is divided into primary education for grades 1-5, 
secondary from 6-12 and university and technical education as postsecondary options.There is 64% literacy 
rate in the country. Currently, postsecondary schools are operating above capacity, but there are reforms 
coming into effect to expand the number of students that the system can handle. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population of Madagascar grows at around 2% per year 
with around 700,00 births per year. There are approximately 161,091 deaths per year. Because conditions in 
the country are improving, life expectancy, and thus population is rising rapidly. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Due to poverty, antibiotics are tremendously hard to obtain even when they are 
needed. 

Sources 
Central Intelligence Agency, World Population Review, Knoema, Wild Madagascar 
 
Entry: 31



Country Data Sheet 

Malawi 
Capital City: Lilongwe  Location: East Africa, bordering Mozambique, Zambia, and Tanzania   Population: 
19842560   
Official Language: English     Other Languages: Chichewa (common), Chinyanja, Chiyao, Chitumbuka, Chilomwe, 
Chinkhonde, Chingoni, Chisena, Chitonga, Chinyakyusa, Chilambya 
Student Ambassadors: Josh Boudreaux (GA), David Culotta (GA) 
Delegation: Catholic High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: With economic growth stunted by political instability, rapid population growth, and 
lackluster education, Malawi is one of the least developed countries in the world and is not on an upward 
trajectory. The GDP per capita is $1,200 and the industrial production growth rate is 4.1%. 76.9% of the 
Malawian labor force is employed in the agriculture industry and the country produces zero oil (but consumes 
6,600 bbl/day). All of Malawi’s neighboring countries are economically better off than Malawi, whose GDP is 
$6.161 billion USD. 
World Trade: Malawi’s major export partners are Zimbabwe (13.1%), Mozambique (11.8%), Belgium (10.7%), 
and South Africa (6.3%); as for products, tobacco makes up 55% of Malawi’s exports and is followed by dried 
legumes (8.8%), sugar (6.7%), and tea (5.7%). When it comes to imported products, Malawi chiefly purchases 
foodstuffs, refined petroleum, consumer good, and transportation equipment. Malawi has a negative trade 
balance of $195 million USD. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Arthur Peter Mutharika 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: Established in 1891, the British protectorate of Nyasaland became the 
independent nation of Malawi in 1964. After three decades of one-party rule under President Hastings Kamuzu 
BANDA, the country held multiparty presidential and parliamentary elections in 1994, under a provisional 
constitution that came into full effect the following year. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Malawi Army is now made up of two rifle 
regiments and one parachute regiment. The military is organized under the purview of the Ministry of Defence. 
State Department IMET training documentation from FY 2003 indicates the United States trained army 
personnel from the 2nd Battalion, Malawi Rifles, 3rd Battalion, Malawi Rifles (Moyale Barracks), the Parachute 
Battalion, and the Combat Support Battalion (Mvera).The Malawi Army does not have nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Malawi is a member of the Organization for African Unity and the South 
African Development Community. Malawi receives a substantial amount of economic assistance from the United 
States. The U.S. government provides more than US $27 million annually in assistance under USAID’s new 
Country Strategic Plan (CSP) for the period 2001-05. Malawi assumed the chair of the SADC in 2001. 
President Muluzi has taken an active role in SADC on issues such as the global coalition against terrorism and 
land reform in Zimbabwe. Malawi is also a member of the Nonaligned Movement, G-77, and the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 
Significant Disputes: Malawi had a border dispute with Tanzania over the boundary in Lake Nyasa (Lake 
Malawi) and the Songwe river, Mozambican Civil War, Operation Bwezani, M23 Rebellion,ADF Insurgency 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Protestant 27.2% (includes Church of Central Africa 
Presbyterian 17.7%, Seventh Day Adventist/Baptist 6.9%, Anglican 2.6%), Catholic 18.4%, other Christian 41%, 
Muslim 12.1%, other 0.3%, none 1% (2015-16 est.) 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The literacy rate is 62.1% as of 2015, with literacy being defined as age 
15 and over can read and write. 69.8% of males are literate and 55.2% of females are illiterate. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: 2.89- Population Growth Rate, 36.704- Birth Rate, 7.276- 
Death Rate 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: A study by the Malawi Medical Journal concluded that the major antibiotic drugs 
frequently requested without a doctor's prescription were Bactrim (Cotrimoxazole) and amoxicillin. Knowledge 
of these medicines was attributed to the patients' previous medical conditions and doctor's prescription. 



However this knowledge does not extend to understanding of proper therapeutic indications and dosage 
regimens for antibiotic therapy. The majority (30 out of 54 participants) did not know about the importance of 
completing a prescribed course of antibiotics. All 54 participants believed in the efficacy of antibiotics. 

Sources 
Central Intelligence Agency, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, National Center for Biotechnology 
Information, Nordic Journal of African Studies, Department of State, Worldbank 
 
Entry: 27



Country Data Sheet 

Mexico 
Capital City: Mexico City  Location: North America   Population: 131615895   
Official Language: Spanish     Other Languages: indigenous languages include various Mayan, Nahuatl, and 
other regional languages 
Student Ambassadors: O.Mack (GA), A.Turner (GA 
Delegation: Saint Joseph's Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: Mexico is classified as a NIC, using the definition of  “falling somewhere between a 
developed country and developing country.” The rate of consumption of fossil fuels is 90.45% (2015). Mexico’s 
GDP as of 2017 is 1, 149.92 (USD Billion). The per capita income averages to an all-time high of 9946.16 
(USD) in 2017. A reach from its record low of 3047.11 (USD) in 1960. 
World Trade: - Major export products of Mexico consist of manufactured goods, electronics, vehicles and auto 
parts, oil and oil products, silver, plastics, fruits, vegetables, coffee, cotton; Mexico is the world's leading 
producer of silver. Imports include metalworking machines, steel mill products, agricultural machinery, electrical 
equipment, automobile parts for assembly and repair, aircraft, aircraft parts, plastics, natural gas and oil 
products. Mexico has become the US’ second-largest export market and third largest source of imports. Mexico 
has a free trade agreement with 46 countries. 90% of Mexico’s trading is under free trade agreements. Mexico 
formed the Pacific Alliance with Peru, Colombia, and Chile, In the NAFTA Agreement with Canada and the US, 
The European Union, and most recently, an agreement with Panama. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Andrés Manuel López Obrador 
Form of Government: Mexico has a federal presidential republic. This type of government consists of a 
constitution, an executive branch, a legislative branch, and a judicial branch. 
Government History and Stability: A brief period of monarchy called the First Mexican Empire was followed by 
the founding of the Republic of Mexico, established under a federal constitution in 1824. The government 
today is very stable however due to its size and the effect this form of government has on citizens lives. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Mexico originally adopted its system of 
officer ranks from the Spanish military. With some modifications, it has been retained in the modern armed 
forces. The current Mexican military is not known to have many resources but instead manpower. There is 
manpower available in about 60,000,000 soldiers. Actively, there are 273,575 personnel deployed. The 
military does have nuclear capabilities; however, the country pledged to only use this advantage for peaceful 
purposes. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: • 2005, Agreement between Japan and the United Mexican States for 
the Strengthening of the Economic Partnership • 2015, Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement: Australia, Brunei 
Darussalam, Canada, Chile, United States, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam  • 1994, 
NAFTA: USA and Canada • 2000, Freed Trade Agreement with the European Union • 2005, Agreement between 
Japan and the United Mexican States for the Strengthening of the Economic Partnership 
Significant Disputes: • China: Measures Relating to the Production and Exportation of Apparel and Textile 
Products • Argentina — Measures Affecting the Importation of Goods • China — Measures Related to the 
Exportation of Various Raw Materials • United States — Measures relating to a border wall on the US/Mexico 
border 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Mexico’s major religion is Roman Catholicism. Introduced 
by Spanish colonists on the 16th century, Roman Catholicism has been imbedded into Mexico’s culture ever 
since. Roman Catholic 82.7%, Pentecostal 1.6%, Jehovah's Witness 1.4%, other Evangelical Churches 5%, other 
1.9%, none 4.7%, unspecified 2.7% 
 
 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The education system in Mexico is steadily moving forward, increasing in 
quality and stability. Mexico’s literacy rate is 94% (2015). An improvement from the literacy rate of 1990 



(87%). Mexico is the 104th country in the world for literacy. While the lines of secular and sectarian lines are 
blurred in Mexico, majority of school are sectarian. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Mexico has an annual population growth of 1.09% (2018 
est.) There are 18.1 births per 1,000 population (2018 est.) and 5.4 deaths per  1,000 population (2018 est.). 
The life expectancy for woman is 79.2 years (2018 est.) and 73.5 years (2018 est.). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Mexico’s lack of enforcement of prescription only sale is a well-documented 
problem. 40% of antibiotics are sold without a prescription and are most commonly sold in private pharmacies. 
Inappropriate antibiotic use and resistance have been very low on Mexico’s policy agenda because of lack of 
clear problem indicators. 

Sources 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3562509/ https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/fields/2103.html https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-highest-literacy-rates-in-the-world.html 
https://culturalatlas.sbs.com.au/mexican-cu 
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Country Data Sheet 

Monaco 
Capital City: Monaco (city-state)  Location: To the South of France   Population: 30727   
Official Language: French     Other Languages: English, Italian, Monegasque 
Student Ambassadors: Steely Forrester (General Assembly) 
Delegation: LSMSA 

Economy 
Economic Status: The city-state of Monaco is fairly prosperous. Its GDP as an official exchange rate in 2013 
was $6 billion, while its GDP per capita in 2015 was $115,700 (making it the third highest in the world). Its 
GDP was composed of 86% services and 14% industries (such as banking, insurance, construction, small-scale 
industrial and consumer products, and tourism) in 2013.  The country's unemployment rate is 2%, the 
nineteenth lowest in the world. Monaco is considered a "tax haven" because of its low business taxes and 
nonexistent income tax. 
World Trade: Monaco has full customs integration with France, and participates in the European Union market 
through this union. In 2017, Monaco exported $964.6 million worth in goods and imported $1.371 billion. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prince Albert II / Minister of State Serge Telle 
Form of Government: Constitutional Monarchy 
Government History and Stability: The government of Monaco is very stable. The country has been governed 
by a constitutional monarchy since 1911. Before that time, the country was an absolute monarchy. Prince 
Albert II has reigned in Monaco since 2005. Although some powers are divided between the monarch and the 
head of state (Serge Telle), the majority of authority belongs to the monarch. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Monaco, as the smallest state in the world 
after Vatican City, relies heavily upon France to defend itself. Its military powers are limited to domestic issues. 
The Department of the Interior controls the two main branches of Monaco's defense: the Corps des Sapeurs-
Pompiers, which assists in the case of natural emergencies, and the Compagnie des Carabiniers du Prince, 
which guards members of the government such as the Prince. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Convention concerning the customs union and neighborly relations, as 
well as appendix declarations; January 1, 1866; Bilateral (France)  Second Optional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty; December 15, 
1989; Multilateral 
Significant Disputes: Monaco is involved in no significant international disputes. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 90% of the people of Monaco identify as Roman 
Catholic, while 10% identify as another religion. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Monaco spends 1.4% of its GDP on education, ranking at 176th globally in 
this respect. It has a literacy rate of almost 100%. All 10 of Monaco's state funded schools do offer religious 
education, but parents can opt for their children not to receive it. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The current population of Monaco numbers 30,727 with a 
growth rate of 0.3%. The birth rate in 2018 was 6.5 births / 1,000 people, while the death rate was 10.1 
deaths / 1,000 people. The migration rate as of 2017 was 5.7 migrants / 1,000 people. Life expectancy at 
birth is 89.4 years. Monaco is the most densely populated country in the world with its entire population living 
on 2 square km. 

Sources 
CIA World Factbook, http://monacodc.org/keyfacts.html, https://freethoughtreport.com/countries/europe-
western-europe/monaco/, https://en.gouv.mc/Policy-Practice/Monaco-Worldwide/Agreements-and-
Treaties/Treaties-and-bilateral-agreements/Themes/Bilateral-tr 
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Country Data Sheet 

Montenegro 
Capital City: Podgorica  Location: Balkans, Europe   Population: 614249   
Official Language: Montenegrin     Other Languages: Serbian, Bosnian, Albanian, Serbo-Croat, Other, 
Unspecified 
Student Ambassadors: James Bercaw, Ryan Danna (GA) 
Delegation: Jesuit High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Montenegro is currently transitioning to a market economy. Montenegro does not produce 
any fossil fuels or natural gas. Montenegro had a GDP of $4.784 billion as of 2017, with a GDP per capita of 
$17,800. Montenegro has a smaller GDP than all of its neighboring countries. 
World Trade: Montenegro is in the process of joining the EU. Tourism is a large part of the Montenegrin 
economy. Agriculture and energy are also important parts of the economy, with Montenegro hoping to become 
a net energy exporter. 

Government 

Country’s Leader: Milo Đukanović 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: Montenegro declared independence from Serbia in 2006. The government 
is currently controlled by a coalition between the DPS and the DF. The government is stable. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Army of Montenegro, Montenegrin Navy, 
Air Force. Montenegro does not have nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Montenegro joined NATO on June 5, 2017 
Significant Disputes: There was a planned coup in 2016 that was possibly backed by Russia. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Orthodox (72.1%), Muslim (19.1%), Catholic (3.4%), 
Atheist (1.2%), Other (1.5%), Unspecified (2.6%). There is not much conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Education is compulsory ages 6-15. 98.7% of the population is literate. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Montenegro had a -0.34% growth rate in 2018 (est.). There 
are 11.9 births/1000 people and 10.4 deaths/1000 people. There are 3.49 infant deaths/1000 live births. 
There are 0.99 males per female. Life expectancy is 77.12 years. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: N/A 

Sources 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/02/18/russias-deadly-plot-overthrow-montenegros-government-
assassinating/ 
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Country Data Sheet 

Morocco 
Capital City: Rabat  Location: Northern Africa   Population: 35740000   
Official Language: Arabic or Modern Standard Arabic     Other Languages: French and Berber 
Student Ambassadors: Jordyn Addison, Sage Mitchell 
Delegation: Haynes Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: The economy of Morocco is considered a relatively liberal economy governed by the law of 
supply and demand. Since 1993, Morocco has followed a policy of privatization of certain economic sectors 
which used to be in the hands of the government. Morocco has very few deposits of fossil fuels and imports 
89.4 percent of its energy needs for its 33.5 million inhabitants.  Morocco has become a major player in 
African economic affairs, and is the 5th largest African economy by GDP. The World Economic Forum placed 
Morocco as the 1st most competitive economy in North Africa, in its African Competitiveness Report 2014-
2015. 
World Trade: Major trade partners of Morocco are the US and Europe. France is its main import and export 
partner. Morocco has recently emerged as an main exporter of agricultural and manufacture goods. Although 
Morocco runs a structural trade deficit, this is balanced by substantial services earnings from tourism and 
large inflows from the diaspora, and the country normally runs a small current-account surplus. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Saadeddine Othmani 
Form of Government: Parliamentary constitutional monarchy 
Government History and Stability: In the government of Morocco, the powers are unbalanced because the 
king has the broad power over all branches of government. In 2010, the new constitution expanded the power 
of the prime minister and parliament, but still currently gives the King final say in the government. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Morocco has been listed among some of the 
most powerful military countries as having a lot of manpower, yet also has extremely tight military budget. Its 
capability is considered strong, but its budget prevents Morocco from advancing its equipment. By 2022, 
Morocco plans to expand its defense budget to $3.9 billion. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: US-Morocco Free Trade Agreement Spanish Protectorate in Morocco 
Significant Disputes: Western Sahara Algeria Iran 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 93% Sunni Islam, Christian, Judaism all monotheistic 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The education system in Morocco comprises pre-school, primary, 
secondary and tertiary levels. School education is supervised by the Ministry of National Education, with 
considerable devolution to the regional level. ... About 56% of young people are enrolled in secondary 
education, and 11% are in higher education. The literacy rate in 2015 was 71.7% 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: 1.3% annual change (2017) 17.7 births/1,000 population 
4.9 deaths/1,000 population 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Antibiotics in Morocco do not require a prescription. In most cases, they are 
accessed through request of a pharmacist. Prescription by a doctor is not required unless the drug is narcotic. 

Sources 
Morocco World News, Britannica, Unicef 
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Country Data Sheet 

Mozambique 
Capital City: Maputo  Location: East Africa   Population: 29670000   
Official Language: Portuguese     Other Languages: Swahili, Makhuwa, Sena, Nadu, Tswa-Ronga 
Student Ambassadors: Andrew Gunnels (GA), Nolan Waguespack (GA) 
Delegation: Catholic High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Though the nation has undergone some great reforms that have greatly helped it, still about 
half of the population is below the poverty line. Large amounts of debt.  Rather industrialized with aluminum, 
petroleum products, chemicals (fertilizer, soap, paints), textiles, cement, glass, asbestos, tobacco, food, and 
beverages with a production growth rate at 4.9% (2017). Mozambique has a fossil fuels production rate of 
16% and a consumption rate of 13%, as well as s gross national product of 35.75 billion PPP dollars, and a per 
capita income of 1,200 PPP dollars.In relation to neighboring countries, Mozambique is right in the middle 
economically. South africa Tanzania, and Zimbabwe have higher GDPs than it, but Malawi, and Swaziland have 
lower GDPs. 
World Trade: Currently, Mozambique is the 113th largest export economy in the world. Exporting raw 
aluminium, coal briquettes, raw tobacco, rough wood, and electricity; as well as importing refined petroleum, 
aluminium oxide, chromium ore, electricity, and ferroalloys. Our trading partners are South Africa, China, Italy, 
Spain, India, Australia, and Zimbabwe. We have a trade deficit of $3.06 billion. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Filipe Nyusi 
Form of Government: Republic / Democracy 
Government History and Stability: After Mozambique declared its independence in 1975, the country fell into 
civil war and economic chaos. A constitution was put in place in 1990 which created the republic known today. 
Mozambique is mostly stable, however, the country is still suffering from the effects of the civil war. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Mozambique has an Army, Navy, and Air 
Force, with over 11,000 men enlisted. Mozambique does not have any nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty, ratified by most of the 
countries of Africa, prohibits the development, research, manufacture, stockpiling, testing, possession, or 
control of nuclear explosive devices in the territory to the parties of the Treaty, as well as dumping radioactive 
wastes in the African zone by Treaty parties. Next, the South African Development Community Treaty (SADC) 
has the goal to further socio-economic cooperation and integration as well as political and security 
cooperation among 16 southern African states. 
Significant Disputes: The Mozambican War for Independence was fought between Mozambique and Portugal 
which resulted in the gaining of independence in 1975. The War happened because Mozambique felt as if the 
foreign rule to be a form of exploitation and mistreatment, which served only to further Portuguese economic 
interests in the region. Portugal's policies towards indigenous people also resulted in discrimination such as 
limited access to education and skilled employment. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Roman Catholic: 28.4%. Muslim: 17.9%. Zionist Christian: 
15.5%. Protestant: 12.2%. Other: 6.7%. None :18.7%. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The Ministry of Education reports that less than half of the population 
finishes primary school, and 8 percent transition to secondary school. Mozambique's overall literacy rate is 47 
percent. The education is secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The growth rate is 2.9% annually. Birth rate is 37.8 births 
and 11.4 deaths (both out of a population of 1,000). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: In Mozambique, there is a problem with an overprescription of antibiotics, 
resulting from limited consulting time with patients by doctors. The quality care of the antibiotics is also poor, 
with subpar labeling as well as not properly indicating how the patients need to take them. 

Sources 
Central Intelligence Agency, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, World Atlas 



Country Data Sheet 

Myanmar 
Capital City: Naypyidaw  Location: East Asia and Pacific   Population: 53582855   
Official Language: Burmese     Other Languages: Kachin, Kayah, Karen, Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan 
Student Ambassadors: Jacob Bollinger, Dallas Hixson 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: One of the poorest countries in Southeast Asia. The economy as been stagnant, mismanaged 
and isolated. It is one of the least developed of the region and is basically agricultural.  Myanmar is rich in 
minerals, including metal ores, petroleum, and natural gas, and also has significant deposits of precious and 
semiprecious stones. Although production generally has been increasing since the late 20th century, mining 
accounts for only a tiny fraction of the country’s GDP and a comparable portion of the workforce. 
World Trade: Nearly half of Myanmar’s economic output—notably all large industrial enterprises, the banking 
system, insurance, foreign trade, domestic wholesale trade, and nearly all the retail trade—was nationalized in 
1962–63. Agriculture and fishing were left in the private sector. In 1975–76, however, the government 
reorganized nationalized corporations on a more commercial basis and instituted a bonus system for workers. 
The overall economic objectives of self-sufficiency and the exclusion of foreign investment also were revised. 
Foreign investment was permitted to resume in 1973, although only with the government. Following a military 
coup in 1988, both foreign and indigenous private enterprise was encouraged. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Win Myint 
Form of Government: Parlimentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: From 1885 to 1948, Myanmar was governed as a British colony. This 
country gained its freedom after World War II in 1948, became a democracy, and established its first post-
colonial Constitution. This Constitution refused civil rights to people from ethnic minority groups. In 1962, a 
military coup d’etat successfully overthrew the democracy and created a military socialist type of government. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Tatmadaw is the armed forced of 
Myanmar.The Myanmar Army had a troop strength of around 350,000 as of 2006. The army has extensive 
combat experience in fighting insurgents in rough terrains, considering it has been conducting non-stop 
counter-insurgency operations against ethnic and political insurgents since its inception in 1948. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Convention on the Rights of the Child. Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
Significant Disputes: The Naf River on the border with Bangladesh serves as a smuggling and illegal transit 
route; Bangladesh struggles to accommodate 29,000 Rohingya, Burmese Muslim minority from Arakan State, 
living as refugees in Cox's Bazar; Burmese border authorities are constructing a 200 km (124 mi) wire fence 
designed to deter illegal cross-border transit and tensions from the military build-up along border with 
Bangladesh in 2010 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Buddhism in Myanmar is predominantly of the Theravada 
tradition, practised by 88% of the country's population. It is the most religious Buddhist country in terms of 
the proportion of monks in the population and proportion of income spent on religion. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The literacy rate of Burma, according to the 2014 Burma Census stands at 
89.5% (males: 92.6%, females: 86.9%).The educational system of Myanmar is operated by the government 
Ministry of Education. Primary: 4,766,806. Post secondary: 4,831,624. Secondary: 6,194,851 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Myanmar has dropped from 6 to 2 children per woman since 
1965. The life expectancy is 66 years with a death rate of 8 per 1000 people. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Diseases like Malaria, Typhoid Fever, Hepatitis A and E are the lead killers in 
Myanmar, and can not be helped with the vaccines there. Antibiotics are available, but not proactive in the help 
to stop these sicknesses. 

Sources 
World Atlas. Britannica. Indexmundi. Knoema. Borgen Project. 



Country Data Sheet 

New Zealand 
Capital City: Wellington  Location: South Pacific, SE of Australia   Population: 4794000   
Official Language: New Zealand English     Other Languages: Maori and New Zealand Sign Language 
Student Ambassadors: Alex Benoit (GA), Vivian Franchina (GA) 
Delegation: Haynes Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: New Zealand is a developed country. In 2015, the fossil fuel energy consumption was 
59.37%, the gross national income was 189.6 billion PPP dollars, an income of 39,560 PPP dollars per capita. 
NZ has the 53rd largest national economy in the world, and depends greatly on international trade with other 
countries like The United States, China, and Australia. 
World Trade: New Zealand's major imports are machinery and equipment, vehicles and aircraft, petroleum, 
electronics, textiles, and plastics. Major exports are tourism destinations, meat, dairy products, fruit and 
vegetables, fish, machinery, wood, and wood products. Australia, China, the European Union, USA, Japan, 
Singapore, Korea, Thailand, Malaysia, and India are New Zealand's trading partners. The trade deficit narrowed 
to NZD 861 million in November 2018. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern 
Form of Government: Constitutional monarchy 
Government History and Stability: New Zealand was granted colonial self-government in 1853 following the 
New Zealand Constitution Act 1852, which was an Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom. The prime 
minister is appointed by the governor general. In 2014, the National Party was in power, but now the Labor 
Party has the majority. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The three branches of New Zealand's military 
are the New Zealand Army, the Royal New Zealand Navy, and the Royal New Zealand Air Force. They have 
relatively small armed forces, but they maintain active working relationships with regional and global military 
powers. New Zealand is strongly opposed to nuclear war and nuclear power. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: ASEAN-Australia New Zealand Free Trade Area (AANZFTA), New 
Zealand-China Free Trade Agreement, Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership (P4), New Zealand and 
Thailand Closer Economic Partnership, and New Zealand and Singapore Closer Economic Partnership. 
Significant Disputes: New Zealand has no major territorial disputes with any countries. However, they assert a 
territorial claim in Antarctica (Ross Dependency). 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Catholic (12.61%), Anglican (11.79%), and Presbyterian 
(8.47%) make up the majority of the religions in New Zealand. Hinduism (2.11%), Buddhism (1.50%), and Islam 
(1.18%) are also present religions. There is little to no religious conflicts. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Schooling in New Zealand is a major focus, with a 99% literacy rate for 
citizens 15 years and older. Tertiary education is highly encouraged, with 51% of the population having this 
qualification. All public schools are secular, which increases growth of personal beliefs. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: New Zealand's population grew at 2.1% in 2016. In 2038, 
the high projection is 6.3 m, the medium is 5.5 m, and the low is 4.8 m. The current population is 4.794 million. 
There are 14.04 births per 1,000 population. There are 7.54 deaths per 1,000 population. The infant mortality 
rate is 5.96 deaths per 1,000 live births. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: In New Zealand, many medicines are subsided by the government. When a citizen 
pays their prescription charge, they make a small contribution to the cost of the medicines. Antibiotics 
resistance is a slowly growing problem in New Zealand. "The New Zealand Antimicrobial Resistance Action Plan 
will be implemented over 5 years, starting in 2017." 
 
 
 

Sources 



https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2070.html, 
https://www.radionz.co.nz/news/national/364341/new-zealanders-consuming-lots-of-antibiotics-without-
benefit-study, https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/an 
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Country Data Sheet 

Nigeria 
Capital City: Abuja  Location: West Africa   Population: 190900000   
Official Language: English, Hausa, Yoruba, Fula, Igbo     Other Languages: Fulfulde, Ibibio, Kanuri, Tiv, Edo, 
Igala, Nupe, Izon and Berom, Centúúm 
Student Ambassadors: Elizabeth Mathews (EcoSoc), Tommy Aaron (EocSoc), John Nobles (GA), Graham Martin 
(GA)    Delegation: Alexandria Senior High 

Economy 
Economic Status: Nigeria is a middle-income, mixed economy and emerging market, with expanding 
manufacturing, financial, service, communications, technology and entertainment sectors. It is ranked as the 
30th-largest economy in the world in terms of nominal GDP, and the 23rd-largest in terms of purchasing 
power parity. Nigeria has many oil reserves ready to be tapped, was one of the top 10 oil producers in 2009. 
Fossil fuel energy consumption (% of total) in Nigeria was reported at 19.04 % in 2014. Nigeria’s gross 
national product is 375.8 billion USD. Nigeria’s per capita income averaged around 5,680 PPP dollars (2017). 
World Trade: Imports - imports were manufactured goods, machinery and transport equipment, chemicals, and 
food and live animals Exports - oil, cocoa, and rubber Trading Partners - US, UK, China, Netherlands, France, 
Germany, Italy Nigeria is in severe debt. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Muhammadu Buhari 
Form of Government: Federation, Presidential System, Federal Republic 
Government History and Stability: The colony of Nigeria demanded independence from Britain, and became a 
sovereign state. The new leaders established a Presidential System. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Nigeria has no nuclear weapons. The 
Nigerian Army is poorly governed, corrupt, and slow. The military is not well equipped. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Abuja Treaty, Geneva Protocol, Cape Town Treaty, Paris Agreement, 
etc. 
Significant Disputes: Northern Mali Conflict (2012-present), Invasion of the Gambia (2017), Mali War (2015), 
etc. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Nigeria is almost equally divided between Islam (Sunni, 
Shia, Sufi, Ahmadiyya, Quraniyoon) and Christianity (Roman Catholicism & Anglicanism). Bahá’i and other tribal 
religions make up a small percentage of the population. There is much religious conflict between Islamic 
extremist groups, Boko Harama and the Fulani Herdsmen, and Christians. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: With the introduction of the 6-3-3-4 system of education in Nigeria, the 
recipient of the education would spend six years in primary school, three years in junior secondary school, 
three years in senior secondary school, and four years in a tertiary institution. Nigeria adult literacy rate was 
at level of 59.6 % in 2015. Sectarian. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: 2.6% annual change (2017); death rate = 12.5 per 1,000 
people; birth rate = 38.9 per 1,000 people 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: The drug prescription pattern in Nigeria is characterised by inappropriate drug 
use which has led to increasing expenditure and loss of patient confidence in the health sector. There were 
2020 drugs prescribed. An average of 3.25 (±1.60) drugs was prescribed per patient. The antibiotics 
prescription rate was 26.89% with 47.10% of medications prescribed as generics and 89.45% from the 
essential drugs list. The injection prescription rate was 0.84%. Analgesics were the most frequently prescribed 
medications with prescription rate of 50.89% 

Sources 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Languages_of_Nigeria https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_Nigeria 
https://www.export.gov/article?id=Nigeria-Market-Overview 
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Country Data Sheet 

North Korea 
Capital City: Pyongyang  Location: Asia   Population: 25490000   
Official Language: Korean     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: C. Salazar, J. Theus 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High 

Economy 
Economic Status: 22.5% of North Korea's GDP in agricultural; 47.6% is industrial; 29.9% is made up of 
services. North Koreas's GDP is $28 billion (2013 est.), with a GDP per capita of about $1,700. 
World Trade: North Korea's major imports are petroleum, coking coal, machinery and equipment, textiles, and 
grain. Our major exports are minerals, metallurgical products, textiles, armaments, and agricultural and fishery 
products. China acts as our trade partner with 91.9% of imports coming from them and 86.3% of exports going 
to them. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Kim Jong-un 
Form of Government: Totalitarian Dictatorship 
Government History and Stability: After WWII, Korea was split in two with the northern half coming under 
Soviet communist control. After failing to conquer the US-backed Republic of Korea (South Korea), its founder, 
President Kim Il Sung, adopted a diplomatic and economic policy of "self-reliance" in order to stop any outside 
influence. Current leader Kim Jun-un controls all asp 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: There are four branches of the Korean 
People's Army (KPA): the Ground Forces, the Navy, the Air Force, and the civil security forces. Since 2013, the 
DPRK declared a policy of development of its nuclear weapons program. In 2018, the nuclear weapons 
development was declared complete. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: North Korea and South Korean leaders signed a denuclearization 
agreement in September that would see the shut down of all its nuclear and missile testing facilities as long as 
the US takes reciprocal measures. 
Significant Disputes: North Korea has repeatedly flexed with its nuclear arms program, repeatedly threatening 
countries that represent western ideology. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: North Korea is a state-sponsored atheist state. Based 
on the most recent data from the late 90's and early 20's, 64.3% are non-religious, 16% identify with Korean 
Shamanism, 13.5% identify with Chondoism, 4.5% identify as Buddhists, and 1.7% identify as Christians. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 100% of North Koreans age 15 and older are literate. Children go through 
one year of kindergarten, four years of primary education, six years of secondary education, and then on to 
university. One in every six North Koreans is admitted to university. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: North Korea has an annual growth rate of .5%. There are 
14.51 births per 1,000 population and 9.18 deaths per 1,000 population. (2014). The infant mortality rate is 
24.5 deaths per 1,000 live births. With regards to gender, there are .95 males to every 1 female (2008). Life 
expectancy of males is 65.96 years and females is 73.86 years (2014). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: N/A 

Sources 
cia.gov 
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Country Data Sheet 

Norway 
Capital City: Oslo  Location: Northern Europe, bordering the North Sea, west of Sweden   Population: 
5372191   
Official Language: Bokmal Norwegian (official), Nynorsk Norwegian (official)     Other Languages: Sami and 
Finnish 
Student Ambassadors: Ceara Johnsons (GA), Brooks Belanger (GA) 
Delegation: C.E. Byrd 

Economy 
Economic Status: Norway has a stable economy with a vibrant private sector, a large state sector, and an 
extensive social safety net. The GDP official exchange rate is $398.8 billion, the public debt in 2017 was 
36.5% of GDP (ranked 146 in comparison), Norway’s petroleum sector provides about 9% of jobs, 12% of GDP, 
13% of the state’s revenue, and 37% of exports; the country is one of the world's leading petroleum exporters, 
but as of 2017, oil production is close to 50% below its peak in 2000. GDP per capita as of 2017 was 
$72,100 (American dollars), gross national saving is 34.3% of GDP, and the GDP composition by section or 
origin is agriculture at 2.3%, industry at 33.7%, services at 64% (2017 est.) 
World Trade: Norway’s exports in 2017 went to UK 21.1%, Germany 15.5%, Netherlands 9.9%, Sweden 6.6%, 
France 6.4%, Belgium 4.8%, Denmark 4.7%, US 4.6%. Common exports include petroleum and petroleum 
products, machinery and equipment, metals, chemicals, ships, fish; imports include machinery and equipment, 
chemicals, metals, foodstuffs. Norway had $95.06 billion in imports and $102.8 billion in exports in 2017. 
Norway’s importing partners of 2017 were divided as follows: Sweden 11.4%, Germany 11%, China 9.8%, US 
6.8%, South Korea 6.7%, Denmark 5.4%, UK 4.7%. Norway is a net external creditor and is 17th in country 
comparison in external debt. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: The Prime Minister Erna Solberg (since 16 October 2013) is the acting head of government. 
The chief of state is King Harald V (since 17 January 1991). 
Form of Government: Norway has a parliamentary constitutional monarchy. Norway also has a mixed legal 
system of civil, common, and customary law; the Supreme Court can advise on their legislature. Norway’s 
monarchy is hereditary; after elections for parliament, the leader o 
Government History and Stability: The country gained independence on 7 June 1905 when they declared their 
union with Sweden dissolved; current government constitution was adopted on 16 May 1814. The current 
party in power, Conservative Party or H, is led by current Prime Minister Erna Solberg. September 2013 
national elections saw Norwegian voters ended eight years of Labour Party rule. The Conservative Party and 
the Progress Party (FrP) allied in the election based on promises of tax cuts, better services, and stricter 
immigration laws. The Global Economy indicated Norway’s Political Corruption Perceptions Index at 100 
(virtually no corruption). 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The branches of the Norwegian armed forces 
include Norwegian Army, Royal Norwegian Navy (including Coastal Rangers and Coast Guard), Royal Norwegian 
Air Force, and the Home Guard. Norway ranks 69th in military expenditures. In 2016, Norway voted “no” on a 
UN proposal for a nuclear weapons ban, but the country is a “driving force in limiting and eliminating the use of 
highly enriched uranium in the civil sector to prevent such material from being compromised” as of 2017. 
Norway has nuclear reactors, but no nuclear weapons program. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The first treaty the U.S. signed with Independent Norway was in April 
of 1908. Norway is a member of the European Free Trade Organization with Switzerland and Iceland. Norway is 
also a member of NATO and a founding member of the UN. Norway has a tax treaty currently in force with 
Argentina, Canada, France, Japan, Russia, Ukraine, and Switzerland among other countries. 
Significant Disputes: Norway asserts a territorial claim in Antarctica (Queen Maud Land and its continental 
shelf). Denmark (Greenland) and Norway have made submissions to the Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf (CLCS). Norway and Russia also signed a comprehensive maritime boundary agreement in 
2010. 

Culture 



Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The major religions of Norway include the Church of 
Norway (Evangelical Lutheran - official) which is 71.5% of the population, Roman Catholics make up 2.8%, 
other Christians are 3.9%, Muslims make up 2.8%, other religions are 2%, and unspecified religious orientation 
is 7.5% of the country based on a 2016 estimation.( Mainly monotheistic and Christian religions.) 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The total average time spent in school from primary to tertiary education 
is 18 years (as of 2015). In Norway, school attendance is mandatory for at least 10 years, students must 
attend from age 6 to 16, an 11th year is optional. Education is widely secular. There are seven universities in 
the country; higher learning opportunities present a wide variety of exploration into natural sciences that 
directly affect the country. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: There are about 12.2 births/1,000 population (2018 est.) 
and 8 deaths/1,000 population (2018 est.) The population growth rate is 0.94% (2018 est.) 40% of the 
population is aged 25-54. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: As of 2016, Norway’s government aims to reduce antibiotic use on humans by 
30 percent by fiscal year 2020. Between 2012 and 2016 the use of antibiotics on Norwegian citizens has 
decreased by 13 percent. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/no.html 
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/antimicrobial-resistance-country-visit-norway.pdf 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Norway/Government-and-society https://www.regj 
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Country Data Sheet 

Pakistan 
Capital City: Islamabad  Location: South Asia   Population: 207862518   
Official Language: Urdu, English     Other Languages: Punjabi, Sindhi, Saraiki, Pashto, Balochi, others 
Student Ambassadors: Stewart Roeling (EcoSoc) 
Delegation: Catholic High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Pakistan is forecasted to become one of the largest economies in the 21st century. The 
economy of Pakistan is the 23rd largest in the world in terms of purchasing power parity, with a GDP of 
$1.141 trillion (2018 est.). Pakistan's economy grew 4.8% in fiscal year 2018. The country has a nominal GDP 
per capita of $1,641, according to nominal estimates, in 2018. The economy is semi-industrialized. In 2016, 
Pakistan emitted 188.91 million tons of CO2, which is an extremely small proportion of the 10 gigatons of 
CO2 emitted in 2016. Fossil fuels made up 59.7% of Pakistan's energy consumption in 2014. Pakistan 
produced 81 thousand barrels per day in 2013. Pakistan is a rapidly developing country, as shown by its GDP 
growth; it is steadily climbing the ranks of the Human Development Index, with a 2018 HDI of 0.562. 
World Trade: Pakistan's major exports include textiles, leather goods, sports goods, chemicals, rugs, and 
medical instruments. More than half of Pakistan's exports are directed to either OECD (Organization for 
Economic Cooperation Development) countries or China. Imports to Pakistan include petroleum products, crude 
petroleum, iron and steel, plastics, machinery, palm oil, power generators, and cars. Major trading partners 
include China, the Gulf countries, the EU, the United States, Singapore, and Malaysia. The trade deficit for the 
2013/2014 fiscal year was $7.743 billion, with $10.367 billion in exports and $18.110 billion in imports. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Imran Khan 
Form of Government: Federal parliamentary constitutional republic 
Government History and Stability: The Government of Pakistan has been in continuous power since 1973, 
when the current constitution for the Government was enacted. The head of state, the President, is indirectly 
elected by the Parliament of Pakistan for a five-year term. The Prime Minister, the head of government, leads 
the executive branch and the lower house of the Parliament of Pakistan, the National Assembly; the Prime 
Minister is elected by the members of the National Assembly. The current governing party in the ruling coalition 
of Pakistan is the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), which has been governing since 2018. The government is 
relatively stable compared to neighbors in the region, with a Fragile State Index of 96.3 in the 2018 report, 
and it has been on the decrease for more than five years. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The military forces of Pakistan, the Pakistan 
Armed Forces, are the sixth largest in the world in terms of personnel, the largest of any Muslim country. The 
military is composed of three main branches: Army, Navy, and Air Forces, along with supplementary 
paramilitary forces. Pakistan has a close military and strategic relationship with China, the world's largest 
military force. Pakistan also maintains close relations with the United States military. As the best-organized 
institution in Pakistan, the military plays a large role in Pakistani civil society and the stability of the Pakistani 
state, promoting the common nationhood that all Pakistanis have. Pakistan currently has nuclear capabilities to 
defend itself from Indian aggression and refuses to support any international policy that prevents the right of 
the Pakistani state to defend itself against aggression from its neighbors using whatever force is needed. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: 1. The China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement of 2007 2. The Paris 
Agreement 3. South Asian Free Trade Area 4. Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition 5. Lahore Declaration 
Significant Disputes: 1. Kashmir Conflict 2. Durand Line 3. Great Rann of Kutch Conflict 4. Sir Creek Dispute 
 
 
 
 
 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: By far the largest religion is the official religion of 
Pakistan, which is Sunni Islam, comprising about 96.4% of the population. Minor religions are Hinduism and 



Christianity, both of which make up about 1.5% of the population. Freedom of religion is guaranteed in the 
Constitution of Pakistan, according to Part II, Chapter 1, Section 20. There is little conflict in Pakistan 
explicitly connected to religious differences. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The literacy rate, defined as those age 15 and over having the ability to 
read and write, is 57.9% total, with 69.5% of males literate and 45.8% literate. Pakistan provides free and 
compulsory education to all children between the ages of five and sixteen. Because Islam is the official religion 
of Pakistan, the education system is designed to promote Islam to the young people. Education in Pakistan only 
promotes scientific views that are in accordance with the principles of Islam. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population of Pakistan has a growth rate of 2.10%, 
according to a 2016 estimate. There are 29.8 births per 1,000 population (2016 est.). There are 7.5 deaths 
per 1,000 population (2016 est.).  The fertility rate is 2.68 children born per woman (2016 est.) The infant 
mortality is 53.86 deaths per 1,000 live births (2016 est.).  The gender ratio is 1.055 males/female (2016 
est.). The life expectancy overall is 67.7 years, with males having a life expectancy of 65.8 years, and females 
having a life expectancy of 69.8 years (2016 est.). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: According to a report from the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
Pakistan is the third largest consumer of antibiotics among lower and lower-middle income countries, behind 
India and China. The number of antibiotics being taken on average by Pakistanis has increased by 65 percent 
over the last 16 years. Overall, broad-spectrum antibiotics are overprescribed in Pakistan, along with most 
other countries. 

Sources 
https://www.pnas.org/content/115/15/E3463, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan, 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/pk.html, 
http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html 
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Country Data Sheet 

Panama 
Capital City: Panama City  Location: Central America, bordering  the Caribbean Sea and the North 
Pacific Ocean, between Colombia and Costa Rica (9 00 N, 80 00 W)   Population: 3800000   
Official Language: Spanish     Other Languages: Buglere, Kuna, Embera, Wounaan, Naso, Bri Bri, Panamanian 
English Creole, English, Chinese, Arabic, French Creole, Yiddish, Hebrew, Korean, Japanese 
Student Ambassadors: Olivia Esquivel (General Assembly), Domenic Mesa (General Assembly) 
Delegation: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies, Patrick F. Taylor Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: Panama relies heavily on the service industry- that being operating the Panama Canal, 
offshore banking, and insurance. Over three-fourths of the GDP of Panama is earned from the service industry. 
The GDP of Panama is 103.9 billion dollars. The GDP per capita is 25,400 dollars. Panama’s economic freedom 
score is 67.0; this makes Panama’s economy the 54th freest in the 2018 Index of Economic Freedom. Panama 
is ranked 10th among the 32 countries in the region that is the Americas. In 2016, the public debt was over 
37 million dollars; this can largely be attributed to deficit spending on behalf of the government. An upward 
trend of approximately 6.3% can be observed from 2016. The economy of Panama can be seen to be steadily 
increasing, as inflation remains low and unemployment remains low. 
World Trade: In 2017, Panama exported 15.48 billion dollars worth of goods. Panama’s largest exporting 
partner is the United States, with approximately 19% of Panama’s goods being exported there. Likewise, the 
majority of Panama’s imports are from the United States, accounting for approximately 24% of the total cost 
for imports. In 2017, the Panama imported 21.22 billion dollars worth of goods. Panama’s trade partners 
include the Netherlands, China, Costa Rica, India, Vietnam, and Mexico.  Panama's major import and export 
goods include bananas, rice, corn, coffee, sugarcane, and vegetables. In 2017, Panama's trade deficit amounted 
to approximately 10 billion dollars. The Panama Canal is of dire importance to global trade, acting as a massive 
hub for commercial shipping lines to pass strategically through Panama 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Juan Carlos Varela 
Form of Government: Constitutional Democracy 
Government History and Stability: The United States recognized Panama on November 6, 1903, after Panama 
declared its independence from Colombia. On November 3, 1903, Panamanians revolted against the Colombian 
government, declared an independent Republic of Panama, and established a provisional government junta. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Panama is currently ranked 128 of 136 out 
of those countries who are currently considered for annual Global Fire Power (GFP) review. Panama has a Power 
Index rating of 3.7436, with 0.0000 being a perfect score. There is no active military in Panama. On February 
10, 1990 President Guillermo Endara abolished Panama’s military and reformed the security apparatus with the 
creation of the Panamanian Public Force. In 1994, the National Assembly of Panama amended the Constitution 
as to prevent the creation of a standing army. However, there was the establishment of temporary police units 
with the intention combatting external acts of aggression. Panama has an available manpower of 900,000. The 
total aircraft strength of Panama is 27 aircrafts. In addition, Panama has a total helicopter strength of 15 
helicopters. Panama has 65 armored fighting vehicles. Panama has 20 naval assets, including auxiliary ships. 
Panama does not possess any nuclear capabilities, as it has been a party to the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty since 1977. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: The Treaty Concerning the Permanent Neutrality and Operation of the 
Panama Canal,  The Panama Canal Treaty 
Significant Disputes: There is a dispute that Colombia operates illegal narcotics operations in the remote 
border region with Panama. 
 
 
 

Culture 



Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Roman Catholicism is most widely practiced in Panama, 
with Judaism and Islam having minor followings. 85% of Panama's population is Roman Catholic, and 15% is 
protestant. There is relatively no religious conflict in Panama. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Education in Panama is compulsory for the first seven years of primary 
education and the three years of middle school. As of the 2004/2005 school year there were about 430,000 
students enrolled in grades one through six (95% attendance).The total enrollment in the six secondary grades 
for the same period was 253,900 (60% attendance). More than 95% of Panamanians are literate. Public 
education is secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: At the time this data sheet was written, the population of 
Panama is 4,197,835. In 2016, the crude death rate in Panama was 5 out of every 1,000. The average birth 
rate in Panama is 2.51 births per woman. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: The prescription of antibiotics in Panama is relatively relaxed compared to other 
countries. There are many drugs that are available over the counter in Panama, and those drugs would require 
prescriptions in the United States. Likewise, antibiotics are far cheaper than what they would cost in the 
United States or Canada. In general, all health-related issues in Panama are easier to deal with and cheaper 
than in Canada or the U.S. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/print_pm.html, 
https://history.state.gov/countries/panama, https://www.indexmundi.com/panama/birth_rate.html, 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Panama/Government-and-society 
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Country Data Sheet 

Paraguay 
Capital City: The capital of Paraguay is Asuncion.  Location: Paraguay is landlocked country between 
Argentina,Brazil and Bolivia.   Population: 6896908   
Official Language: The official languages are Spanish and Guarain.     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: Muntha Abbas 
Delegation: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 

Economy 
Economic Status: Paraguay's economy is highly dependent on agricultural products. The main monetary 
sources are agriculture cement food processing forestry and textiles. Paraguay has the economic advantages 
of vast hydroelectric power. Paraguay's GNI income is $9,180. Manufacturing, services, and power generation 
have grown by 5.4, 5.8 and 7.7 percent respectively. The economy grew by 4.5% per year faster than its 
regional competitors. 
World Trade: Paraguay is the 4th largest producer of soybean. other major exports include cotton, sugarcane, 
edible oils, meat, wood, and leather. the exports are worth 8.68 billion dollars as of 2016 ( 87th largest export 
economy). The imports are worth 9.7 billion dollars as of 2016. these imports include road vehicles, consumer 
goods, tobacco, petroleum products. Paraguay's main trading partners are Brazil, China, Argentina, and the 
United States. it has a trade deficit of 474465 US dollars as of December 2018. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Mario Abdo Benitez 
Form of Government: Democracy 
Government History and Stability: the constitution of Paraguay stated that it is a representative democracy. 
The government is divided into the legislative, executive and judiciary bodies. each president has a single 
nonrenewable 5-year term. the political stability is weak in Paraguay. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Paraguay's military is divided into 3 
divisions. it has 20,000 active personnel and 180,000 reserves. it consists of mostly manpower. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: the treaties that Paraguay signed are about 246 and include:  1) Treaty 
of Bern- concerned formation of a general postal union. Signed between Germany, Belgium and many other 
European countries. 2) Charter of the organization of American states- signed by Argentina, Paraguay, Mexico 
and others. 3) Arms trade treaty-had 130 signatures including Albania and Paraguay. 
Significant Disputes: 1) Chacho dispute- between Bolivia and Paraguay: the cause was control over the 
northern part of Gran. 2)Argentina- Brazil- Paraguay: border in trouble with extensive money trafficking and 
smuggling arms and illegal drugs. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The major religions are Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, and 
Catholicism. 89.6% Roman Catholics, 6.2% Protestant and others. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: the literacy rate is 98.62%. primary school from age six and is 6 grades. 
and secondary school from grades 7-12. The adult literacy rate is 95.07% and Paraguay is 60th compared to 
the countries that surround it 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth is 1.3% annual change. the birth rate 
is 16.6 birth per 1000 population. the death rate is 4.8 deaths per 1000 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: In Paraguay, 50% of all antibiotics consumed are the third line. Antibiotics are 
inappropriately used in primary care and the WHO has made attempts to reduce it. 

Sources 
www.indexmundi.com, www.theglobaleconomy.com 
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Country Data Sheet 

Philippines 
Capital City: Milan  Location: Southeast Asia, group of islands east of Vietnam   Population: 
107403332   
Official Language: English & Filipino     Other Languages: Filipino, Tagalog, Cebuano, Ilocano, Hiligaynon or 
Ilonggo, Bicol, Waray, Pampango, and Pangasinan 
Student Ambassadors: Matthew Hebert (General), Henry Shuffler (General) 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Acadiana 

Economy 
Economic Status: The Philippines has the 40th largest economy in the world with a GDP of 313.6 billion 
dollars and a GDP per capita of 7.8 thousand dollars as of 2017. The unemployment rate in the Philippines is 
5.7%, but most of the money is in very few hands, so 21.6% of the population is below the poverty line. The 
economy grew 6% every year from 2011-2017. The Philippines has lots of fossil fuels available, which has led 
to the Filipino economy being the fastest growing economy in Asia. The Philippines is considered to be a 
transitioning economy from agriculture to industry and manufacturing. 
World Trade: The Philippines first opened up to trade in the 1980s and ever since then the United States has 
been the Philippines top trade partner. 17.6% of all Filipino trade is with the US, and the Philippines gets about 
$15.4 billion from trade with the US every year. The Philippines’ primary exports are semiconductors and 
electronic products, transport equipment, garments, copper products, petroleum products, coconut oil, fruits, 
totalling to 50.72 billion dollars. Primary imports are electronic products, mineral fuels, machinery and 
transport equipment, iron and steel, textile fabrics, grains, chemicals, plastic, totalling to 59.9 billion dollars. 
Other trade partners include Japan, the Netherlands, China, Germany, and South Korea. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Rodrigo Duterte 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: he Philippines gained full independence from Spain during the Spanish 
American War in 1898, and from America in 1946. There are three branches, executive, judicial, and legislative, 
and the president serves as head of state and government. The powers of these branches are determined by 
the Constitution of the Philippines. The Philippines has a multi-party system with several parties, but no one 
party gets a majority over the other parties, so they work together to form coalitions to win elections. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: There are three branches of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP.) There is the army, the navy, and the air force. The president is commander-in-
chief of all three branches. The Philippines has no nuclear weapons because the constitution prohibits it. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Abolition of Forced Labor Convention Military Bases Agreement Visiting 
Forces Agreement 
Significant Disputes: Increasing Chinese military presence in South China Sea 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 80.6% of the Philippine's population is Roman Catholic, 
8.2% is Protestant, 5.6% is Muslim, 9.1% other, and .1% none. The only conflict is between Muslims and 
Catholics but it is a non-violent conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 96.3% of Filipinos age 15 and up can read and write. The first 6 years of 
a student’s educational career are in primary school. This is divided into three years of primary level and three 
years in intermediate level. The next four years are secondary school, mostly based on the American school 
system. After this students have the option of vocational and tertiary education. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The Philippines has a population growth rate of 1.55%, 
there are 23.4 births for every 1000 people and 6.1 deaths per 1000 people (2018.) As of 2017 there were 
1.01 males per female in the Philippines. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: There are currently no restrictions on the prescription of antibiotics in the 
Philippines. 

Sources 



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_the_Philippines 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/rp.html#field-anchor-economy-
unemployment-rate https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/phl/ http://www.economywatch. 
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Country Data Sheet 

Poland 
Capital City: Warsaw  Location: Europe   Population: 38000000   
Official Language: Polish     Other Languages: Silesian 
Student Ambassadors: Wes Coleman General Assembly 
Delegation: Episcopal High Shcool 

Economy 
Economic Status: Poland has a strong economy that is primarily based on services along with industry and 
little agriculture. Most of Poland's energy comes form fossil fuels that are mostly imported due to crude oil and 
natural gas consumption far outweighing production.  The per capita income is $29,600 and its economy is 
ranked sixth compared to the other EU countries. 
World Trade: Polands main trading partners are Germany, The Czech Republic, UK, France, Italy, The 
Netherlands, China, and Russia. While the country does have an external debt it dramatically increases every 
year by millions of dollars. The countries main exports are  furniture, foods, motor boats, light planes, 
hardwood products, casual clothing, shoes and cosmetics.  Poland's main imports are industrial equipment such 
as metal, machinery, and fuel such as crude oil and natural gas. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Andrzej Duda 
Form of Government: Parliamentary republic 
Government History and Stability: The government was formed in 1989 toward the end of the Cold War as 
worker strikes and the decline of the Soviet Union forced the Soviets to abandon their occupation of the 
country which allowed Poland to form a Parliamentary republic government that has remained stable to this 
day. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Poland has land, sea, and naval forces along 
with a territorial defense force. Around 2.00% of the GDP is used for defense forces and the country does not 
possess nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Nato, The EU, The Energy Charter Treaty, and The Comprehensive 
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. 
Significant Disputes: Populist disputes against the eu, Soviet Union, Germany, and Italy. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The countries major Religions are Catholic, Orthodox, 
and Judaism. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Poland has a literacy rate of 99.8%. Schooling is compulsory and free at 
all levels for Polish citizens. Most Polish schools are sectarian but there is a movement pushing for secular 
schools that is gaining a lot of popularity. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The Polish birth rate is exceeded by the death rate which 
causes a population growth rate of -0.16%. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: While Polish physicians are against the overuse of antibiotics they often 
prescribe as they are the only thing that has helped the health of the populace so far. 

Sources 
CIA World Factbook 
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Country Data Sheet 

Qatar 
Capital City: Doha  Location: Middle East   Population: 2363569   
Official Language: Arabic     Other Languages: English 
Student Ambassadors: M. Torres (GA), G. Voelker (GA) 
Delegation: Jesuit High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Qatar is an industrialized country whose economy is fueled by its rich oil and natural gas 
industry. Qatar produced 2.11 million barrels per day of petroleum and other liquids and 5,598 billion cubic 
feet of natural gas per day in 2014. The country consumed 230 barrels of oil a day and 1,163 billion cubic feet 
of natural gas a day. The per capita income of Qatar is 128,060 dollars and Qatar's GDP per capita is 124,100 
(2017 est.). Qatar is small but its oil reserves give it one of the ten highest GDPs per capita in the world; 
however, Qatar's overall financial power is less than its neighboring countries because of its size. 
World Trade: Natural gas and crude oil account for 90% of Qatar's exports. Qatar's Main export partners are 
Japan (20% of exports), South Korea (19%), and India (11%). Qatar has a highly favorable balance of trade and 
is the in the WTO as well as being a member of GATT. Due to its economic reliance on trade, Qatar is fairly 
open to imports and exports, but the government does apply tariffs to certain items and does not allow pork 
to be imported. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: TAMIM bin Hamad Al Thani 
Form of Government: absolute monarchy 
Government History and Stability: Qatar declared its independence from Britain on September 1, 1971. The 
country has been ruled by the Al Thani dynasty, which controls all major ministerial positions, since the 
government’s formation. The monarchy is hereditary, and the Prime Minister's position is unofficially hereditary 
as well. Most governmental affairs are controlled by ministries lead by Al Thani family members; however, all 
actions are subject to the emir's review. Recently the plan for a legislature with 45 members, 30 of which 
would be publicly elected, has been created but not put into action. The government remains fairly stable due 
to gradually increasing political involvement, economic prosperity, and the ruling family’s homogeneity. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Qatar spends about 1.5% of its GDP on 
defense. Qatar’s military is made up of 12,000 active personnel. Qatar does not have nuclear capabilities. 
Qatar’s military is composed of three branches: the army, the navy, and the Qatar Emiri Air Force. The Qatar 
armed forces have access to limited amounts of combat vehicles, but Qatar will receive recently ordered 
weaponry and vehicles in the coming years. The military is small but effective. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Qatar is a member of GATT and the WTO, Qatar has  53 bilateral 
international investment agreements and has technical investment and trade agreements with over 39 
countries 
Significant Disputes: Qatar withdrew its membership to OPEC on 1 January 2019. On 5 March 2014, Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, and Bahrain withdrew their ambassadors from Qatar to protest Qatar’s noncompliance with 
agreements not to interfere in other countries' internal affairs. Qatar is an economic and political rival of 
Saudi-Arabia. Saudi Arabia, UAE, Yemen, Egypt and Bahrain cut diplomatic ties with Qatar on 5 June 2017 in 
response to a speech made by Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani in which he reportedly criticized America, offered 
support for Iran, reaffirmed Qatar's support for Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood, reaffirmed his Qatar’s 
support for Hamas, and said that Qatar's relations with Israel were good; this is the result of long-held 
tensions between the above nations and Qatar. 
 
 
 
 
 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The state religion of Qatar is Islam. 67% of the 
population follows Islam and of that group 90% are Sunni and 10% are Shiite. 13% of the population is 



Christian, but there are no publicly active missions in Qatar. Another 13% of the population follows Hinduism, 
and the rest of the population (7%) is made up of a mix of Buddhism and other religions. Though Islam is the 
main religion in Qatar, the constitution allows for freedom of association, public assembly, and worship, but it 
does not allow proselytizing. Non-Muslims serve in the government and there is little religious conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 97.3% of Qatari citizens age 15 and over are literate (2015 est.). 
Schooling is free but not compulsory for all citizens age 6 through 16, and classes are segregated by sex. The 
government also provides adult education. All public schools are secular and most private schools are secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The annual population growth rate in Qatar is 1.95% (2018 
est.). There are 9.5 births per 1,000 people and 1.6 deaths per 1,000 people (2018 est.). The infant mortality 
rate is 6 deaths per thousand live births. There are 1.02 males to every 1 female (2017 est.). Life expectancy 
for males is 76.9 years and 81.2 years for females (2018 est.). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: A recent study in Qatar reported that about 45% of antibiotics are prescribed 
incorrectly. Because of this, and fears of antibiotic immunity, Qatari health officials are encouraging careful use 
of antibiotics. 

Sources 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_religion_in_Qatar#Societal_abuses_and_discrimination 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-40159080 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_relations_of_Qatar#cite_note-27 
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country 
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Country Data Sheet 

Republic of Cuba 
Capital City: Havana  Location: Northwest Caribbean   Population: 11490682   
Official Language: Spanish     Other Languages: Haitian Creole and Lucumi 
Student Ambassadors: Madelyn Helm and Noelle DeFee 
Delegation: Saint Joseph's Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: Cuba’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is 87.13 billion annually, and the income per capita is 
18, 796 USD. It is a developing country with a fossil fuel consumption rate of 85.76% and an unemployment 
rate of 1.6%. While Cuba has been listed as an “upper middle income” economic state, it is in an economic crisis 
and has over 25 billion USD in debt. There is also widespread poverty and food shortages and a monthly wage 
of only 20 USD. However, Cuba has been determined to have the region’s lowest infant mortality rates and the 
longest life expectancies. 
World Trade: Cuba exports 4.41 billion USD worth of goods annually which is based in fuels, sugar, nickel, and 
pharmaceuticals. Imports include machinery, food, and fuel products. The country profits from tourism and 
medical personnel working abroad. There is a large trade deficit. Cuba’s main trade partners include Venezuela, 
the European Union, China, Brazil, and the United States. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Miguel Diaz-Canel 
Form of Government: Communist state 
Government History and Stability: Fidel Castro toppled the previous dictator and established the first 
communist state in the Western Hemisphere. Power was handed down to his brother and then to Diaz-Canel. 
The Republic of Cuba has a democratic totalitarian political system with a legislative, executive, and 
administrative branch. The government has the most power over the economy and the politics of the country, 
and the Communist Party of Cuba controls almost every sector including the media. Differing opinions are not 
tolerated, so the government is stable. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Cuba spends 3.8% of its GDP on military 
expenditures. Men ages 17 to 28 are required to serve at least two years in the military. Cuba’s troops are well 
trained, but there is a lack of new and upgraded equipment due to the fall of the Soviet Union which provided a 
large amount of our military support. Cuba has no nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Cuba has a trade agreement with Venezuela-provide oil in exchange for 
Cuban medical personnel. The US Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay is leased to US and only mutual agreement or 
US abandonment of the facility can terminate the lease. Cuba has used the election of a series of left-leaning 
presidents in countries such as Brazil, Bolivia, and Venezuela to develop relations with those countries and the 
region in general. Cuba also fosters political and commercial ties with Mexico and Canada. 
Significant Disputes: US has an embargo on Cuba to incentivize a shift toward democracy and respect for 
human rights. They normalized relations in 2015, but many restrictions have since been reinstated. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: While the country is 85% nominally Roman Catholic, an 
estimated 4-5% of those citizens attend mass. Citizens are also 5% Protestant and 10% other religions such as 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and Jewish. The Republic of Cuba is secular, and religion is strictly monitored by the 
government. Religious literature, building construction, and other religious establishments must be approved by 
the state. However, the restrictions on religion are becoming less severe. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Education is the most important system in Cuba, and because of this 
99.75% of the population is literate. Education is compulsory from ages 6 to 16. 12.8% of the national GDP is 
spent on education, the highest percentage in the world. All religious schools were shut down by the Castros, 
creating a completely secular system. The government’s political beliefs of communism is indoctrinated to 
young students, and those in poor political standing with the state cannot attain higher education. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Cuba's population has remained relatively stable with a 
growth rate of 0.1%. There are currently 10.97 births and 8.7 deaths per 1,000 population.  It is expected 
that Cuba will begin posting negative growth. The life expectancy in Cuba is 79.74 years. 



Antibiotic Prescription Info: Medical care, tests, and medication are free to hospitalized patients. Outpatient 
medications must be payed for out-of-pocket. The high price of antibiotics has caused a shortage of 
antibiotics in Cuba. There is also a shortage of other medical supplies in the country. Almost every medicine or 
medical supply requires a prescription. 

Sources 
https://tradingeconomics.com/cuba/fossil-fuel-energy-consumption-percent-of-total-wb-data.html; 
http://www.imuna.org/resources/country-profiles/cuba; https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fidel-castro; 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2 
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Romania 
Capital City: Bucharest  Location: Eastern Europe   Population: 21457116  
Official Language: Romanian     Other Languages: Hungarian, Romani 
Student Ambassadors: Nathaniel Dela Pena(GA), Samuel Odom(GA) 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Romania, before joining the European Union in 2007, had a very obsolete industrial base 
and a pattern of output that was not suitable to Romania’s needs due to its previous communist government. 
Corruption in its government also is a big problem concerning its economic prospects. The factors of an aging 
population, an exodus of skilled labor, insufficient healthcare, and tax evasion also complicate the future of 
Romania’s economy. The GDP of Romania is $211.9 billion, its GDP per capita is $24,600, and its 
unemployment rate is 4.9%. 
World Trade: Romania’s chief exports are machinery, metals, raw materials, and fuels. Its total amount of 
exports in dollars would be $64.8 billion, trading with its fellow EU members of Germany, Italy, France, and 
Hungary. It also imports $78.12 billion of goods from Germany, Italy, Hungary, Poland, China, and the 
Netherlands. Romania has a trade deficit of $13.32 billion. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Klaus Iohannis 
Form of Government: Semi-presidential republic 
Government History and Stability: The government is headed by the prime minister,and the prime minister is 
appointed by the president after she goes through a vote of confidence by Parliament.  The president goes 
through a 5 year term and can run for another term. Parliament is a bicameral legislature, with the upper 
Senate (136 seats) and the Chamber of Deputies(329 seats). The Social Democratic Party holds the majority of 
both seats. The government is unstable with 7 prime ministers in the last decade. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Romanian government only currently 
spends 1.42% of its GDP for its military. There are over 177,500 troops serving as active or reserve personnel 
for the armed forces. It consists of an air force, navy, and ground force. Romania also lacks any nuclear 
weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Romania is a party to the North Atlantic Treaty, the Paris Agreement, 
Kyoto Protocol, Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, and the Treaty of Lisbon. 
Significant Disputes: There are no significant disputes with other countries, but there is a minor dispute with 
Ukraine over the boundary of Snake Island and the construction of a navigation canal. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Romanians overwhelmingly identify as Eastern Orthodox, 
with 81.9% of Romanians adhering to that Christian denomination. Other Christian denominations also make up 
a portion of Romania’s population, with 6.4% adhering to the Protestant denominations and 4.3% adhering to 
Catholicism. Around 6% have not specified their religion and the rest are Muslims or atheists. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Romania requires that children attend school for the first ten grades and 
all public education is free. The literacy rate in Romania is 98.8% for the entire population. All public schools 
are secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Romania has a birth rate of 8.7 births per 1,000 people, a 
death rate of 12 deaths per 1,000 people, and a population growth rate of -0.35%. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: The prescriptions of antibiotics in Romania has been one of the highest in Europe 
with over 47% of Romanians taking oral antibiotics. Over 18% of Romanians also take oral antibiotics without 
a prescription, the highest in all of Europe. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ro.html#field-anchor-government-
international-organization-participation https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Romania/Education-System 
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-stre 



Country Data Sheet 

Russia 
Capital City: Moscow  Location: Eastern Europe and North Asia   Population: 144500000   
Official Language: Russian     Other Languages: Tatar, Chechen 
Student Ambassadors: C. Caputo (Security), A. Tirrell (Security), S. Nguyen (GA), M. Gravois (GA), R. Liles 
(EcoSoc), A. Yakimov (EcoSoc) 
Delegation: Baton Rouge High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Large state-owned institutions and an inefficient public sector dominate the economy. Last 
year Russia produced 44,377.95 thousand tonnes of crude oil, however the total production of all electric 
energy producing facilities is 1,008 bn kWh, which is 113% of the countries own usage. The GDP in Russia was 
worth 1577.52 billion US dollars in 2017, with a per capita income of 11700.00 USD. Overall, a sound 
macroeconomic framework, with relatively high levels of international reserves ($461 billion), low external debt 
levels (about 29% of GDP), and comfortable import cover (15.9 months), positions Russia well to absorb 
external shocks. 
World Trade: Russia is the 16th largest export economy in the world. In 2016, Russia exported $269B and 
imported $180B, resulting in a positive trade balance of $88.6B. The top exports of Russia are Crude 
Petroleum ($75.7B), Refined Petroleum ($43.1B), Petroleum Gas ($16B), Coal Briquettes ($10.4B) and Raw 
Aluminium ($6.08B). Its top imports are Cars ($7.21B), Packaged Medicaments ($7.03B), Vehicle Parts ($5.64B), 
Computers ($3.98B) and Broadcasting Equipment ($3.83B).The top export destinations of Russia are China 
($30.3B), the Netherlands ($22.9B), Germany ($15.9B), Belarus ($14.1B) and the United States ($12.3B). The 
top import origins are China ($35.5B), Germany ($22.7B), Belarus ($10.6B), Italy ($7.46B) and the United States 
($6.83B). 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Vladimir Putin 
Form of Government: Federal semi-presidential republic 
Government History and Stability: The Russian political system is one of the more recent to embrace 
democracy but remains deeply flawed in terms of its democratic credentials, overwhemingly tainted by 
corruption, and massively influenced by the power and personality of one man, Vladimir Putin. The Russian 
Federation was the largest nation to emerge from the break up of the Soviet Union in December 1991. 
Following the constitutional crisis of 1993, Russia adopted a new constitution in a referendum of December 
1993. It is moderately stable. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Russia is modernizing the three legs of its 
strategic triad. It is procuring eight Borei-class ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs), and is halfway through a 
ten-year program to build four hundred intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) and submarine-launched 
ballistic missiles (SLBMs). Armed forces under the Ministry of Defence are divided into: the three "branches of 
Armed Forces": the Ground Forces, Aerospace Forces, and the Navy, The two "separate troop branches": the 
Strategic Missile Troops and the Airborne Troops, and The Logistical Support, which has a separate status of 
its own. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: -Treaty of Good-Neighborliness and Friendly Cooperation (Between the 
People’s Republic of China and the Russian Federation). -Barents Sea Border Treaty (Treaty between Norway 
and the Russian Federation concerning Maritime Delimination and Cooperation). -Treaty Between the United 
States of America and the Russian Federation On Strategic Offensive Reductions -Strategic Nuclear Arms 
Control Agreements -WTO 
Significant Disputes: -Kuril Islands Dispute -Sino-Soviet Border conflict -Disputes with Ukraine over Crimea 
and Natural Resources -Georgia-Russia War (Georgian attack on Russian Peacekeepers) -Disputes with 
America over Nuclear Arms 
 
 
 

Culture 



Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Orthodox Christianity is Russia's largest religion with 
75% of the population belonging to the Orthodox Christian denomination. Islam is professed by 5% of the 
population. Catholicism, Protestantism, Judaism and Buddhism are professed by 1% of the population each. 
Other religious denominations represent 1% of the population, while 8% consider themselves atheists. The 
government gives preferential treatment to Orthodox in the belief that it increases social cohesiveness. 
Unfortunately, this policy has negative effects on minority faith groups. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: General education is compulsory and normally consists of 34 weeks of 
study per year and 27 to 36 hours of study per week. The academic year typically runs from 1 September to 
the beginning of June. School examinations are in June. The basic curriculum for has some compulsory fields of 
study such as the Russian language, foreign languages, mathematics, history, politics, natural sciences etc. 
Public schools are for the most part secular. The literacy rate in Russia is 99.68%. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Russia has an annual growth rate of 0.1% (2017). There are 
10.7 births/1,000 population and 13.4 deaths/1,000 population (2018 est.). The infant mortality rate is 6.7 
deaths/1,000 live births. With regards to gender there are .86 males to every 1 female. Life expectancy of 
males is 65.6 years and females is 77.3 years. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Antibiotics are always available over the counter. Russia is also home to one of 
the leading markets in counterfeit pharmaceuticals. Antibiotics are widely stocked among the general 
population in Russia, and people use antibiotics in an uncontrolled and imprudent manner. 

Sources 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Txq3xsYZIAKVZ6SfCMO95jFvdpVlIyK2g6Nx_4V_c5Y/edit?usp=sharing 
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Rwanda 
Capital City: Kigali  Location: Central Africa   Population: 12187400   
Official Language: Kinyarwanda, French     Other Languages: Swahili, English 
Student Ambassadors: Stewart Simon (EcoSoc), Peter VanHoy (EcoSoc), Alex Auer (GA), Abby Presley (GA) 
Delegation: Captain Shreve High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Rwanda is an agrarian country; 63% of revenue from exports comes from agriculture. The 
main exports are tea and coffee. While the country's economy has improved dramatically in the past decade, it 
is still among the worst in the world; the economy was devastated by the destructive Rwandan genocide. While 
the GDP per capita has more than tripled since 2012, it is still only $765, putting Rwanda 208th in the world. 
World Trade: Being agriculturally based, most of Rwanda's exports are crops, especially coffee and tea. The 
primary recipients of Rwanda's exports are UAE, Kenya, Switzerland, and D.R. Congo. Rwanda imports factory-
made goods such as: steel, machinery, and petroleum products; most imports come from China, Kenya, Uganda, 
and India 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Paul Kagame 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: Rwanda infamously underwent a civil war in the early 1990s, in which the 
Tutsi race rebelled against the Hutu, resulting in the systematic slaughtering of 70% of the Tutsis in Rwanda. 
The Tutsi Rwandan Patriot Front eventually won the war and assumed power, bringing stability to the 
government. Currently, the President is elected by citizens 18 or older, and Parliament members are appointed 
by a variety of groups. The Rwandan Patriot Front remains the majority party, and the national government has 
the highest percentage of women serving of any country in the world. The government is now very stable. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Rwanda has a small military consisting of a 
Land Force and Air Force. Rwanda has no nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Rwanda is a part of the African Charter on Human and People's Rights 
and African Nuclear Weapon Free Treaty Zone. 
Significant Disputes: Rwanda is in an ongoing dispute with Burundi about a small plot of land of Sabanerwa. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The main religion of Rwanda is Christianity; 49% of the 
population is Protestant and 44% is Roman Catholic. Other religions include Islam, Jehovah's Witnesses, and 
traditional African beliefs. Separate religions live in relative peace within Rwanda. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Rwandans go through 12 years of education before 4 years of university. 
All state-funded schools are secular. The system is a 6-3-3-4 system. The overall literacy rate is 70% although 
it is slightly higher for males than females. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Rwanda's overall population growth is 2.3% per year, and 
41% of the population is age 14 and under, a direct result of the Rwandan Genocide. The birth rare is 30 births 
per 1000 people and the death rate is 6.3 deaths per thousand people. For older generations, there are 
significantly more females than males, which also is probably an effect of the Rwandan Genocide. There are 
29.1 deaths per 1000 live births, and the average life expectancy is 62.6 years for males and 66.5 years for 
females. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: With support from the government, antibiotic prescriptions are on the rise in 
Rwanda, but there are still relatively few prescriptions. There are only 0.06 doctors for every 1000 citizens in 
Rwanda, so prescriptions can be difficult to come by. 

Sources 
https://www.history.com/topics/africa/rwandan-genocide, https://rw.usembassy.gov/education-culture/rwanda-education-system/, 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rw.html, https://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/read/204906 
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Samoa 
Capital City: Apia  Location: South of the equator, about halfway between Hawaii and New Zealand, 
Polynesian region of the Pacific Ocean   Population: 201316   
Official Language: Samoan (Polynesian), English     Other Languages: Somoan/English 
Student Ambassadors: Sean Brooks, Hudson Graham 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Environment 

Economy 
Economic Status: The economy is dependent on development aid, family aid from overseas, tourism, 
agriculture, and fishing. The GDP is $841 million. The per capita income is $5,700. The per capita GDP ranks 
Samoa as 169 in the world. 
World Trade: Agriculture including fishing is 90% of exports- fish, coconut oil, nonu products, and taro. Export 
partners- Australia, NZ, American Samoa, Afghanistan. Imports- machinery and equiptment, industrial supplies, 
foodstuffs. Import partners- NZ, Singapore, US, China, Australia, Fiji. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: TUIMALEALI'IFANO Va’aletoa Sualauvi II 
Form of Government: parliamentary republic 
Government History and Stability: Samoa gained its independence in 1960. It's pretty stable after the last 
election in 2016. Members of the parliament serve 5-year terms. Women are now represented with one seat in 
parliament. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Samoa has no formal defense structure or 
regular armed forces. They have the Samoa Police Force. They have the Treaty of Friendship with NZ since 
1962. They can request assistance from NZ. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: 1962 Treaty of Friendship with NZ. 
Significant Disputes: No international disputes. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Protestant is the main religion (Congregationalist, 
Methodist and more). Roman Catholic, Mormon, other Christian religions. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 99% of the population is literate. Education is provided by the state and 
works with 5 religious missions and have a common syllabus. Education starts in village schools then moves to 
district schools with the main language being English. There are several higher education institutions. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate is 0.61%. The birth rate is 20.2 
births/1000 population. The death rate is 5.4 deaths/1000 population. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Samoa has high rates of antibiotic use and they have a high reliance on 
penicillins. Levels of prescribing is very high compared to other developing countries. 

Sources 
https://www.scholaro.com/pro/countries/Samoa/Education-System, CIA database, 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4155148/ 
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Saudi Arabia 
Capital City: Riyadh  Location: Middle East   Population: 33000000   
Official Language: Arabic     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: Elijah Mallory (GA), Ming Lan(GA) 
Delegation: Woodlawn High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The economy of Saudi Arabia is one of the top twenty economies in the world and is 
dependent on oil as it has the second-largest proven petroleum reserves. It is the largest exporter of 
petroleum in the world. It also has the fifth-largest proven natural gas reserves and is considered an "Energy 
Superpower". With a total worth of US$34.4 trillion, Saudi Arabia has the second most valuable natural 
resources in the world the Saudi Government recently launched its Saudi Vision 2030 to reduce the country's 
dependency on oil and diversify its economic resources. Saudi Arabia has the largest economy in the Arab 
world. Saudi Arabia is the world's leading oil producer and exporter. Saudi Arabia's economy is petroleum-
based; oil accounts for 90% of the country's exports and nearly 75% of government revenue. The oil industry 
produces about 45% of Saudi Arabia's gross domestic product, against 40% from the private sector. 
World Trade: Major export goods include petroleum and petroleum products 90%. Main export partners 
include China 13.6% Japan 11.3% India 10.7% United States 9.8% South Korea 9.1% Singapore 4.7% (2017) 
Imports are valued at $136.8 billion. Import goods consist of machinery and equipment, foodstuffs, chemicals, 
motor vehicles, textiles goods, and services. Saudi Arabia has a trade surplus of 5.4 billion dollars. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Salaman of Saudi Arabia 
Form of Government: Islamic State, Absolute Monarchy 
Government History and Stability: The House of Saud is the ruling royal family of Saudi Arabia.... It is 
composed of the descendants of Muhammad bin Saud, founder of the Emirate of Diriyah, known as the First 
Saudi state, the family is primarily led by the descendants of Ibn Saud, the modern founder of Saudi Arabia. The 
most influential position of the royal family is the King of Saudi Arabia who is King Salman, who reigns 
currently. The family is comprised of about 15,000 members, but the majority of the power and wealth is 
possessed by a group of about 2,000 of them. The House of Saud has gone through three phases: the Emirate 
of Diriyah, the First Saudi State, marked by the expansion of Wahhabism; the Emirate of Nejd, the Second Saudi 
State, marked with continuous infighting; and the Third Saudi State (present), which evolved into Saudi Arabia 
in 1932 and now wields considerable influence in the Middle East. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Saudi Arabian Armed forces consist of 
480,000 active duty personnel with 325,000 reservists. Saudi Arabia has over 12,000  active duty personnel 
deployed abroad in various theaters. Saudi Arabia's military operates with a yearly budget of approximately 
69.4 billion. The  Saudi Arabian Armed Forces (SAAF) are one of the oldest and largest military powers in the 
Middle East region its branches include Royal Naval Forces, Royal Air Forces, Royal Air Defense, Royal Missiles 
Force. Saudi Arabia does not have a nuclear weapons program. Saudi Arabia has been an opponent of nuclear 
weapons in the Middle East, having signed the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and is a 
member of the coalition of countries demanding a Nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, League of Arab 
States, Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA)(U.S). 
Significant Disputes: Qatar Diplomatic Crisis, Saudi Arabia- UAE border dispute, Saudi- Kuwaiti neutral Zone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Islam is the state religion of Saudi Arabia and its law 
requires all citizens to be Muslims. Public worship by adherents of religions other than Islam is forbidden. Any 



non-Muslim attempting to acquire Saudi Arabian nationality must convert to Islam.[4]  The official form of 
Islam is Sunni. 75–85% of Saudi Arabian citizens are Sunni Muslims, 10–15% are Shia. More than 30% of the 
population is made up of foreign workers who are predominantly but not entirely Muslim. It is unknown how 
many Ahmadi Muslims there are in the country as they are not typically accounted for. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: In Saudi Arabia, the educational system consists of Primary school, Middle 
education, Secondary education, and Vocational education school is open to everybody and is free. Children 
may attend kindergartens as parents wish. At age 6 though, they must enroll for 6 years at primary school.  
gross enrollment for boys is 99%, but only 96.3% for girls.  Middle Education Three years of intermediate 
general academic education follows. The percentage of girls is 47% of total students, and the overall gross 
enrollment rate 95.9%  Secondary Education During the final 3 years of free education, this time in secondary 
schools, students have a choice between continuing general education or switching to specialized secondary 
education at technical secondary institutes.   Vocational Education The Saudi Arabian Government is 
establishing over 150 vocational training centers to create over 3 million jobs over 10 years and reduce 
reliance on oil income. The adult average literacy rate for Saudi Arabia was 94.84 % The educational system in 
Saudi Arabia is currently sectarian with a push to modernize and turn more secular. 85.0 percent of adult (ages 
15 and above) were literate and 98.1 percent of youth (ages 15 – 24) were literate, 89.1 percent of male 
adults were literate and 79.4 percent of female adults were literate. As for youth literacy rate (ages 15 – 24), 
97.0 percent were literate, 98.1 percent of male youths were literate, and 95.9 percent of female youths were 
literate. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Saudi Arabia has an annual population growth rate of 
1.63% with an average birth rate of 15.6 births per 1,000 population. IMR is 3.3 deaths per 1,000 population 
with an average life expectancy of 75.7 years 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: The Saudi Government has put more restrictions on antibiotic prescribing due to 
growing concerns of growing multidrug-resistant bacteria. 

Sources 
www.sciencedirect.com wenr.wes.org xinhuanet.com  estr.gov   www.state.gov 
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Country Data Sheet 

Senegal 
Capital City: Dakar  Location: Sub-Saharan Africa, West Africa   Population: 15020945   
Official Language: French     Other Languages: Wolof, Pular, Jola,    Mandinka, Serer, Soninke 
Student Ambassadors: Madi Smith (GA), Lizzie Reich (GA), Cole Kirkpatrick (Security), Michael Morris (Security) 
Delegation: University Lab School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Senegal’s economy relies on construction, fishing and agriculture, mining, tourism, and other 
various services. These provide many jobs in the expansive rural areas in the country.  From 1999 to 2014, 
Senegal’s economy has increased by 30%. The gross domestic product (GDP) in 2017 was $16.37 billion and is 
projected to grow 1.2% in the upcoming year, which is accountable for nearly 9% of the world’s average GDP. 
The per capita income was $2,620 in 2017. Compared to similar neighboring countries Gambia and Mali, 
Senegal has a higher GDP and GNI than both, with much higher projected rates of growth. 
World Trade: Senegal is the 119th largest export country in the world, their top exports include gold ($440M), 
refined petroleum ($374M), fish ($270M), and cement ($220M). Senegal’s main imports include refined 
petroleum ($577M), crude petroleum ($518M), rice ($317M), packaged medicaments ($233M), and automobiles 
($168M). Its main trade countries are France, China, India, Nigeria and Switzerland. Senegal currently has a 
trade deficit. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Macky Sall, President.  Mahammad Dione, PM 
Form of Government: Presidential republic 
Government History and Stability: Senegal remains one of the most stable countries in Africa, with very few 
issues surrounding its changing leaders. To this date, there have been three peaceful transitions in power since 
Senegal gained its freedom from France in 1960. There is a possibility of uprisings surrounding the upcoming 
presidential election in February 2019, where President Macky Sall will be running for his second consecutive 
term. Sall has slowly improved healthcare and decreased poverty rates but many argue that his developments 
are very slow-paced. Due to this, there is a possibility of contention amongst citizens. Additionally, there are 
around 16,000 refugees in neighboring countries Gambia and Guinea-Bissau due to over 30 years of fighting 
with separatists located in the southern part of Senegal. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: There are three branches of Senegal’s 
military: Army, Senegalese National Navy (Marine Senegalaise, MNS), and the Senegalese Air Force. Senegal has 
no nuclear capabilities. Senegal receives military training and support from France, Germany, and the United 
States. The military consists of about 17,000 personnel. Due to the training received by various countries, 
Senegal’s military proves to be quite strong. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Senegal is a member of ACP, AfDB, AU, CD, CPLP (associate), ECOWAS, 
EITI (candidate country), FAO, FZ, G-15, G-77, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC (national committees), ICCt, ICRM, IDA, 
IDB, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, ILO, IMF, IMO, IMSO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, IPU, ISO, ITSO, ITU, ITUC (NGOs), MIGA, 
MINUSMA, MONUSCO, NAM, OIC, OIF, OPCW, PCA, UN, UNAMID, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNIDO, UNMIL, 
UNMISS, UNOCI, UNWTO, UPU, WADB (regional), WAEMU, WCO, WFTU (NGOs), WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO 
Significant Disputes: Sent a battalion to the Democratic Republic of Congo to assist in a UN Peacekeeping 
mission 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: According to a 2017 survey, 95.9% of Senegal’s 
population is Muslim, whilst the other 4.1% is Christian, a majority being Roman Catholic. Despite the common 
theme of religious conflict in Western Africa, Senegal has developed a strong culture of interreligious respect. 
Senegal proves to be a highly religious country, as seen throughout many parts of the nation. Senegal’s first 
president, Léopold Senghor, was Roman Catholic. Senghor developed a secular governance that coincides with 
Sufi Muslim beliefs of accepting diversity, therefore eliminating chances of religious conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Students typically spend nine years receiving education. Secular education 
for students in Senegal is free for children up until age 16; however, is not enforced for students who prefer 
Islamic education. The literacy rate for children over the age of 15 has grown in previous years from 42.8% 
(2013) to 55.6% (2018). 



Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: As of July 2018, there was an estimated 15,020,945 
people living in Senegal. It is projected that the population will rise 2.36% in 2019. There are 32.9 births per 
every 1,000 people. This is likely due to the high number of children per household. Women typically have 4-5 
chilren. For every 1,000 people, there are 7.9 deaths. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Over a 3 month period, the average antibiotic consumption was 37.2% and was 
concentrated around private pharmacies and healthcare structures, as well as positively correlating with 
possession of flushing toilets. 

Sources 
“Senegal Overview.” World Bank, 2018, www.worldbank.org/en/country/senegal/overview.   “Senegal 
Population.” WorldBank, 2017, data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL. “Senegal Trade Partners.” OEC - 
Brazil (BRA) Exports, Imports, and Trade Partners, 201 
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Country Data Sheet 

SIngapore 
Capital City: Singapore  Location: Southeast Asia   Population: 5995991   
Official Language: English, Malay, Mandarin, Tamil     Other Languages: Chinese 
Student Ambassadors: Evan Leleux and Taylor Ellis 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Singapore houses a highly developed and prosperous free-market economy. It reaps the 
benefits of a transparent and corruption-free environment with stable prices and a per capita GDP of $94,100 
PPP, which is  higher than that of most developed and neighboring countries. Unemployment is very low coming 
in at about 2.2 percent, and the economy depends heavily on exports, particularly of electronics, petroleum 
products, chemicals, medical and optical devices, pharmaceuticals, etc. There is zero percent production of 
crude oil and natural gas, and a small percentage of petroleum production; Singapore’s gross national product 
is 508.3 billion PPP (purchasing power parity dollars), and the per capita income is 90,570 PPP dollars. 
World Trade: Singapore’s economy thrives mainly off of exports such as machinery and equipment (including 
electronics and telecommunications), pharmaceuticals and other chemicals, refined petroleum products, 
foodstuffs and beverages. Export partners include China 14.7%, Hong Kong 12.6%, Malaysia 10.8%, US 6.6%, 
Indonesia 5.8%, Japan 4.7%, South Korea 4.6%, Thailand 4%. Every country requires imports and Singapore is 
no exception with imports such as machinery and equipment, mineral fuels, chemicals, assorted foods, and 
consumer goods. Their import partners include China 13.9%, Malaysia 12%, US 10.7%, Japan 6.3%, and South 
Korea 5%. Singapore would be considered a trade surplus with their exports totaling $396.8 billion compared 
to their imports totaling $312.1 billion. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Halimah Yacob 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Representative Democratic Republic 
Government History and Stability: This form of government has been revised many times and only recently 
has gained its independence. The constitution has been revised several times but has stayed stable since 1965. 
The constitution has been amended multiple times. Singapore was originally a trading port owned by the 
mayalians but that failed and it has been passed around many times until the British founded it. It later gained 
its independence from Britain a few years later. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Poor military capabilities and no nuclear 
technology makes Singapore one of the least powerful military forces in the world. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: ASEAN Free Trade Agreement, Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), Singapore-United States Free Trade Agreement, Trans-
Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement (TPSEP), Treaty of Bern 
Significant Disputes: Disputes with Malaysia over delivery of fresh water, boundaries and construction in the 
Johor and Singapore straits, piracy, disputes over South Ledge boundaries and regimes, maritime boundary 
agreement with Batam Island 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Singapore’s population is composed of a relatively 
peaceful mix of religions. 33.2% is Buddhist, 18.8% is Christian, 14% is Muslim, 10% is Taoist, 5% is Hindu, 
18.5% Atheist, and 0.6% claims no religion. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The educational system in Singapore requires schooling from first to tenth 
grade, and puts the students on two tracks (special and express) based on an exam administered at the end of 
sixth grade. In order to be considered literate in Singapore, a student must be 15 years or older. The average 
citizen obtains 13 years of schooling. The total literacy rate is 97% with females averaging 95.4% and males 
averaging 98.7% literacy.  The educational system in Singapore is secular. 
 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Singapore has an annual population growth rate of 1.79% 
(2018 est.). There are 8.7 births per 1,000 population and 3.5 deaths per  1,000 population (2018 est). The 
infant mortality rate is 2.3 deaths per 1,000 live births, and when broken down by gender males approximate 



2.5 deaths per 1,000 live births and females approximate 2.1 deaths per 1,000 live births (2018 est.). The life 
expectancy of males is 82.8 years and females is 88.3 years. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: In Singapore, the rate of physician’s prescribing antibiotics increased 
dramatically in 2015-2016, but has leveled off in recent years. Mainly due to awareness of the dramatic 
number of hospitalized patients on prescription antibiotics. 

Sources 
https://www.scholaro.com/pro/countries/Singapore/Education-System 
https://www.tnp.sg/news/singapore/doctors-here-too-eager-prescribe-antibiotics 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/sn.html 
 
Entry: 41



Country Data Sheet 

Slovenia 
Capital City: Ljubljana  Location: Southern Central Europe   Population: 2062000   
Official Language: Slovenian     Other Languages: Serbo-Croatian 
Student Ambassadors: Trevor Fortier, Alex Davidson, Nicholas Gonzales 
Delegation: Archbishop Hannan High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Slovenia is an industrialized country which gets 60% of its energy from fossil fuels.  Slovenia 
has a gross national product of 43,278 million euros, a per capita income of 33,910 PPP dollars, and it is very 
dependent upon its neighbor's economic viability. 
World Trade: The top exports of Slovenia are Cars, Packaged Medicaments, Vehicle Parts, Refined Petroleum, 
and Delivery Trucks.   Its major export destinations include Germany, Italy, Austria, Croatia, and France.  Its top 
imports are Cars, Refined Petroleum, Packaged Medicaments, Vehicle Parts, and Delivery Trucks.  Its top import 
origins are German, Italy, Austria, Croatia, and China.  Slovenia is currently experiencing a positive trade 
balance; making more exports than imports. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Borut Pahor 
Form of Government: Parlimentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: The President is elected for a maximum of two, five-year terms by direct 
elections. The legislative branch is made up of the National Assembly which has 90 deputies. Popular political 
parties include the Slovenian Democratic Party, Social Democrats, and Democratic Party of Pensioners of 
Slovenia. The government is very stable. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: There are three branches of the Slovenian 
military: the Slovenian Ground Force, the Slovenian Air Force and Air Defense, and the Slovenian Navy. The 
Slovenian military is ranked 92nd in the world. The military does not possess any nuclear weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Slovenia joined the United Nations in 1992. Slovenia signed the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty in 1996. Slovenia joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization is 
2004. Slovenia joined the European Union in 2004. 
Significant Disputes: After Yugoslavia broke up in 1991, Slovenia and Croatia became independent countries 
and started an ongoing border dispute. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Most of the country is Roman Catholic, with very small 
groups of Islam, Protestants, and other religions existing in the country. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Slovenia has a very successful education system.  Its adult literacy rate is 
99.5%, and the education is protected by law to remain secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate is -0.31, with the birth rate at 
8.3/1000 and the death rate at 11.3/1000. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: The use of antibiotics in Slovenia is moderate and is on the decrease.  Less 
doctors are prescribing them in outpatient settings. 

Sources 
https://tradingeconomics.com/slovenia/indicators, https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/svn/, 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/si.html, 
https://europa.eu/youth/si/article/53/19199_en, https://link.springer.com/chap 
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South Africa 
Capital City: Administrative Capital: Pretoria, Legislative Capital: Cape Town, Judicial Capital: Bloemfontein  
Location: Southern Tip of Africa; Along Southern Borders of Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique   
Population: 57769648   
Official Language: 11 Official Languages: Afrikaans, English, Swazi, Sotho, Swan, Ndebele, Venda, Zulu, 
Northern Sotho, Tsonga, and Xhosa; Zulu, English, and Afrikaans are the most popular languages; The most 
commonly first-spoken languages are Zulu, Xhosa, and Afrikaans     Other Languages: Fewer than 2% of South 
African population speak a first language that is unofficial; Other Languages include Khoi, Nama, and San 
Student Ambassadors: Madisyn Paige McCarthy, Morgan Patty 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 

Economy 
Economic Status: Unemployment Rate (2017): 27.5% (among the highest worldwide) As a country, South 
Africa’s economy is highly developed. They are highly industrialized.  Their real estate, finance, and business 
sectors are the country’s primary economic sectors. Tourism and wholesale/retail trade have also recently risen 
in status. 13th largest fossil fuel-emitting country worldwide Coal and oil consumption As of 2014, fossil fuel 
consumption rate was approximately 86.91% GDP Per Capita (2017): $13,600 Income Per Capita (2017): 
13,090 PPP dollars “Middle-income emerging market” 
World Trade: Exportation: Partners: China, United States, Germany, Japan, India, Botswana Namibia 
Commodities: gold, diamonds, platinum, various metals/minerals, machinery/equipment Importation: Partners: 
China, Germany, United States, Saudi Arabia, India Commodities: machinery/equipment, chemicals, petroleum 
products, scientific instruments, foods/goods The South African trade deficit reached its peak in November 
compared to the previous nine months, thus they are currently experiencing a trade deficit. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Cyril Ramaphosa 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic; Representative Democratic Republic (Parliamentary System) with 
Executive, Legislative, and Judicial branches; Constitutional Democracy 
Government History and Stability: Executive Branch: Includes President, Deputy President, and Cabinet of 
Ministers President elected by National Assembly Present serves 5-year term Cabinet of Ministers is 
constituted by heads of executive-level government departments Appointed by President from National 
Assembly Legislative Branch: Bicameral Parliament: National Assembly and National Council of Provinces 
National Assembly: 400 members 5-year terms Elected by the general population through proportional 
representation National Council of Provinces: 90 seats Upper House of Parliament Judicial Branch: Four levels 
of judicial bodies: Magistrates Courts, High Courts, Supreme Court of Appeals, and Constitutional Court  In 
2018, the South Africa military was said to be the most modern fighting source on the African Continent 
mainly because of mature local industry. There are currently 94,050 South African citizens in the military. 
South Africa ended its nuclear warfare program in 1989. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: London Convention: A treaty between South 
Africa and the UK (1884) Sand River Convention: A treaty that stated that Great Britain recognized the 
independence of the South African Republic South African Postal Union Convention: Signed in 1987, the treaty 
was made to allow the payment of postal orders between Cape of Good Hope, Natal, the Orange Free State, 
and the South African Republic The Treaty of Vereeniging: was the peace treaty that was signed on 31 May 
1902, that ended the 2nd Boer War between the South African Republic, and the Republic of Orange Free State  
Treaty of Bern: was signed in 1874. This established the General Postal Union, which is today known as the 
Universal Postal Union. 
 
 
 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: London Convention: A treaty between South Africa and the UK (1884) 
Sand River Convention: A treaty that stated that Great Britain recognized the independence of the South 
African Republic South African Postal Union Convention: Signed in 1987, the treaty was made to allow the 
payment of postal orders between Cape of Good Hope, Natal, the Orange Free State, and the South African 



Republic The Treaty of Vereeniging: was the peace treaty that was signed on 31 May 1902, that ended the 
2nd Boer War between the South African Republic, and the Republic of Orange Free State  Treaty of Bern: was 
signed in 1874. This established the General Postal Union, which is today known as the Universal Postal Union. 
Significant Disputes: Lesotho  Zimbabwe Mozambique Bakassi Sedudu 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Christian (86% of population) Culturally Traditional 
African Religions (5.4% of population) Muslim (1.9% of population) Other Religions (1.5% of population) 
Unidentified (5.2% of population) 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The literacy rate in South Africa is 94.37 percent. Their school system is 
secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate in South Africa is .97%. The 
birth rate is 19.9 births/1,000 population, and the death rate is 9.3 deaths/1,000 population. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: There has recently been an increase in antibiotic consumption worldwide, and 
South African is one of the five countries responsible for three-quarters of this global increase.  Tuberculosis 
is a widespread problem in South Africa.  South Africa is home to the world’s largest antiretroviral program.  In 
South Africa, the private sector does not regulate prescriptions well— virtually unrestricted. 

Sources 
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/south-africa-population/ 
https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/south_africa.htm https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/languages-of-
south-africa.html https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-type-of-government-d 
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Country Data Sheet 

Sri Lanka 
Capital City: Colombo (the commercial and economic center) and Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte (administrative 
capital and seat of the national legislature)  Location: Asia   Population: 20987311   
Official Language: Sinhala, Tamil     Other Languages: Sri Lankan Creole Malay, Sri Lankan Portuguese Creole, 
English 
Student Ambassadors: Lauren Baronet and Emma Durnin 
Delegation: St. Joseph's Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: Sri Lanka is transitioning from predominantly rural-based economy towards a more 
urbanized economy oriented around manufacturing and services. They produce fifty-one percent of the energy 
they use and the consumption of fossil fuels is fifty percent. Their GDP is $87 billion. Sri Lanka ranks among 
the highest in South Asia and compares favorably with those in middle-income countries. 
World Trade: Their major imports are textile fabrics, mineral products, petroleum, foodstuffs, machinery and 
transportation equipment. Their major exports are textiles and apparel, tea and spices, diamonds, emeralds, 
rubies, coconut products, rubber manufactures, and fish. They import form India, China, Singapore, the United 
Arab Emirates, and Japan and export to United States, United Kingdom, India, Germany, and Italy. Sri Lanka has 
a trade surplus. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: The president is Maithripala Sirisena. 
Form of Government: Sri Lanka has a democratic republic and unitary state government by a semi-presidential 
system (mixture of presidential and parliamentary). 
Government History and Stability: Sri Lanka's government is based on that of the French. There is a president 
who is head of state and government according to their 1978 constitution. There is also a parliament which 
has a single chamber composed of 225 members. The president and the parliament members are directly 
elected every six years. There is no longer a limit of the number of terms a president can serve, previously 
having been a two-year one until 2010. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Sri Lanka ranks fifty-first in military power 
and do not have nuclear weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Sri Lanka has Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) with Australia, BLEU 
(Belgium-Luxembourg Economic Union), China, Czech Republic, and Denmark. 
Significant Disputes: Sri Lanka has fought with Portugal on religion, but Sri Lanka has mainly dealt with 
internal disputes and does not dispute with other countries. There was a civil war era in Sri Lanka in the late 
1900s, but peace was kept up until March 2018 when the country had to declare a state of emergency 
because of communal violence. This is because of conflict between Sinhalese and Muslims. This state of 
emergency was lifted only twelve days later though, and no major conflicts have arisen since. They are still 
some conflicts between these peoples though. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: About seventy percent of Sri Lanka’s population are 
Buddhists, and about thirteen percent practice Hinduism. These both came from the influence of India. About 
ten percent of the population is Muslim. This religion spread through the influence of Arab traders. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The literary rate in Sri Lanka is ninety-two percent, and the education is 
sectarian. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate in Sri Lanka is 1.1 percent. 
There are 15.2 births for every one thousand people in a year. There are about 6.2 deaths for every one 
thousand people in a year. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: It is forbidden to dispense antibiotics without prescription, but it is commonly 
practiced in the country. 
 

Sources 



https://www.worldatlas.com/as/lk/where-is-sri-lanka.html  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30093309  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30093309  https://www.indexmundi.com/sri_lanka/death_rate.html  
http://www.humanreligions.info/faithschools.html  h 
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Sweden 
Capital City: Stockholm  Location: Northern Europe   Population: 9995000   
Official Language: Swedish, Yiddish, Finnish, Romani     Other Languages: Arabic, English 
Student Ambassadors: D. Kelly (Security), E. Langley (Security), A. Cutrer (GeneralAssembly), M. Lutfallah 
(GeneralAssembly 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Sweden’s economic freedom score is 76.3, making its economy the 15th freest in the 2018 
Index.Trade is significant for Sweden’s economy; the combined value of exports and imports equals 84 percent 
of GDP. The average applied tariff rate is 1.6 percent. Nontariff barriers impede some trade. In general, 
government policies do not significantly interfere with foreign investment. The financial sector has regained 
much of its stability and offers a wide range of financing options. Banking regulations are sensible, and lending 
practices are prudent. Sweden’s well-trained and educated workforce, low corporate tax rates, excellent 
infrastructure, relatively easy access to capital, and general lack of corruption facilitate entrepreneurial 
activity. 
World Trade: Sweden's trading partners include: Germany, Norway, Denmark, United Kingdom, Netherlands, 
and China. Sweden's primary import commodities include machinery, petroleum and petroleum products, 
chemicals, motor vehicles, iron and steel; foodstuffs, clothing. Sweden's primary export commodities include 
industrial machinery, automobiles, paper products, iron and steel products, pulp and wood, and chemicals. 
Sweden has a trade deficit of around .91 billion US dollars. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Stefan Lofven 
Form of Government: Parliamentary representative democratic constitutional monarchy 
Government History and Stability: The monarchy is hereditary.General elections to the Riksdag, 
regional/county council assemblies and municipal councils are held every four years, in September. These 
elections take place on the same day. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Sweden has 21,875 active personnel.The 
Swedish Armed Forces consists of three service branches; the Army, the Air Force and the Navy, with addition 
of the Home Guard (Swedish: Hemvärnet), a military reserve force. In 1968, Sweden signed the Nuclear non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT) and thereby publicly committed itself against the acquisition of nuclear weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Treaty of Amity and Commerce (US), Berne Convention, Convention on 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation, Hauge Convention 
Significant Disputes: N/A 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Lutherans (63.2%), Other protestants (3.8%), Eastern 
Orthodox Churches (1.3%), Catholic Church (1.2%), Other Christian denominations (0.3%), Islam (1.4%), Other 
religions (0.3%), Unaffiliated (28.4%). Mostly christian, immigrants bring Islam. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Every child has equal access to free education in Sweden. The Swedish 
school system is regulated through the Education Act, which mandates ten years of school attendance for all 
children from the year they turn six. The adult literacy rate is 99%.  The public education is secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Sweden has an annual population growth rate of 1.4%. 
There are 1.85 births per woman (2016). The infant mortality rate is 2.3 deaths per 1000 live births. Death 
rate of 9.2 per 1000 people. The life expectancy is 82.2 years. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Swedish doctors do not overprescribe medication, but still prescribe antibiotics 
for traditional sickness which requires them. 

Sources 
Website URL (https://sweden.se/society/sweden-an-overview/) 
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Country Data Sheet 

Switzerland 
Capital City: Bern  Location: Europe   Population: 8508898   
Official Language: German, French, Italian, Romansh     Other Languages: English 
Student Ambassadors: A. Miller (GA), D. McInerney (GA) 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: One of the world's most advanced economies, Switzerland's service sector has come to play 
a significant economic role, particularly the Swiss banking industry and tourism. The economy of Switzerland 
ranks first in the world in the 2015 Global Innovation Index and the 2017 Global Competitiveness Report. 
Steady decline in the use of fossil fuels over time. Has the fourth-highest GDP per-capita in the world. 
World Trade: Switzerland is the 20th largest exporter and the 18th largest importer in the world. Frequently 
imports medicaments, cars, and precious jewelry, and frequently exports medicaments, Glycosides/vaccines, 
and watches. Largest trading partner is Germany, with the United States, France, and Italy also making up a 
significant portion of imports and exports. Switzerland maintains a favorable trade surplus with all major trade 
partners. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Alain Berset 
Form of Government: Semi-direct Democratic Federal Republic 
Government History and Stability: Congress of Vienna in 1815 established Swiss independence and European 
powers agreed to permanently recognize Swiss neutrality. In 1891, the constitution was revised with unusually 
strong elements of direct democracy, which remain unique even today. Switzerland has a stable government. 
Most voters support the government in its philosophy of armed neutrality underlying its foreign and defense 
policies. Domestic policy poses some major problems, to the point that many observers deem that the system is 
in crisis, but the changing international environment has generated a significant reexamination of Swiss policy 
in key areas such as defense, neutrality, and immigration. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: 47th largest military in the world by 
personnel, though the Swiss Armed Forces do not take part in conflicts in other countries outside of 
peacekeeping missions. Switzerland considered, but ultimately rejected, the construction of their own nuclear 
weapons. The size of the Swiss Armed Forces has gradually been reduced according to the will of the Swiss 
people, with the Swiss Federal Assembly voting in 2016 to shrink the army from 140,000 men to 100,000 
men. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) with the US, forcing Swiss 
banks to inform the IRS of undeclared, offshore accounts. Switzerland was the first country in the World to 
sign a Friendship treaty with India in 1947. Switzerland signed a free-trade agreement with the then European 
Economic Community in 1972, which entered into force in 1973. In 2009, Switzerland became a participant in 
the Schengen Area with the acceptance of an association agreement by popular referendum in 2005, meaning 
that there are no passport controls on Switzerland's borders with its neighbours, though customs controls 
continue to apply. There exist a total of ten treaties, negotiated in two phases, the sum of which make a large 
share of EU law applicable to Switzerland. 
Significant Disputes: Switzerland is involved in no major international disputes. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 66.9% of Switzerland’s population is Christian (including 
36.5% Roman Catholic, 24.5% Reformed, 5.9% other), 24.9% unaffiliated, 5.2% Muslim, 0.3% Jewish, 1.4% 
other religions. (100%: 6,981,381, registered resident population age 15 years and older). There is relatively 
no religious conflict, and no state religion, although most cantons recognize an official church. 

 
 

Educational System, Literacy Rate: 99% of Swiss adults are literate. Schooling in Switzerland becomes 
mandatory when children turn six years old. In public school, classes are taught in one of the official languages 
of the canton. Swiss high schools are separated into lower and upper secondary school; schooling is not 
mandatory after lower secondary school. About 25% of the adult population hold a diploma of higher learning. 



Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Switzerland has an annual population growth rate 0.68% 
(2018 est.). 10.5 births/1,000 population (2018 est.). 8.4 deaths/1,000 population (2018 est.). Infant 
mortality rate of 3.6 deaths/1,000 live births (2018 est.). 0.97 male(s)/female (2017 est.) Life expectancy of 
82.7 years (2018 est.). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: In 2015, Switzerland’s government launched a campaign to reduce the problem. 
By 2017, the amount of antibiotics used in Swiss agriculture had halved, and their use by patients was down 
substantially to 29 prescriptions per 1,000 consultations, far below the average of 34 to 40 recorded between 
2006 and 2013. 

Sources 
Wikipedia, CIA Fact Book 
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Country Data Sheet 

Syrian Arab Republic 
Capital City: Damscus  Location: Middle East   Population: 19454263   
Official Language: Arabic     Other Languages: Kurdish, Armenian, Aramaic, Circassian, French, English 
Student Ambassadors: D. Tsang (GA) A. Scheffler (GA) 
Delegation: Jesuit High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Syria’s economy is a shell of its former self; before war gripped the country, its oil industry 
was flourishing,producing over 380,000 barrels of oil per day, of which 180,000 were exported. However in 
the wake of the Arab Spring and the subsequent revolution and conflict  the economy has regressed 
significantly. From 2010 to 2017 the GDP has shrunk nearly 70% and is currently experiencing about a -36.5% 
growth rate. Its gross domestic product is approximately $ 50 billion and its average income is about $2,900; 
nearly 82% of the populus is below the poverty. Syria is consistently ranked low in human development index. 
In fact, its GDP per capita is ranked second-lowest in the region, higher only than Yemen’s. 
World Trade: The Syrian Arab Republic’s biggest import partners are Russia, Turkey, and China, from whom 
Syria imports machinery and transport equipment, food and livestock, metal products, and chemical products. 
Its biggest export partners are Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, China, Turkey, and Spain, to whom it exports crude oil, 
minerals, and petroleum. Its imports total $6.279 billion and its exports $1.85 billion. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Bashar al-Assad 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: In 1970 Hafiz al-Assad, a member of the socialist Ba’ath party, led a 
bloodless coup seizing power and restored political stability to the country. Following his death, Bashar al-
Assad became president in 2000. Anti-government protests began in 2011 with protestors calling for 
progressive reforms. Assad made some concessions but also attempted to quell unrest, which led to extended 
clashes and a civil way between political factions. Many countries placed sanctions on the Assad regime and 
recognized the Syrian National Coalition as Syria’s sole government; however, the Assad regime regaines most 
of its control with the help of Russia in 2015. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Syrian Armed Forces consist of the  Land 
Forces, Naval Forces, Air Forces (includes Air Defense Forces), and Intelligence Services (Air Force Intelligence, 
Military Intelligence). Military service is compulsory for males over 18 years of age; conscript service obligation 
is 18 months; women are not conscripted but may volunteer to serve. It has no nuclear capabilities and its 
total active manpower is about 150,000. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Syria is allied with Russia who helped the Assad regime regain control 
of the country during the civil war. The Ba'ath regime was suspended from the Arab League in 2011 and its 
seat is currently occupied by the Syrian National Coalition. 
Significant Disputes: Ba’ath Syria was suspended from the Arab League in 2011. It is a constant state of 
dispute with Israel (which it does not recognize as a state) over the Golan Heights. Additionally the U.S. has 
launched various missile strikes on its military on grounds of alleged chemical weapon attacks upon its own 
populus. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Syria is around 75% Sunni Muslim, 11% Shia Muslim, 
10% Christian, and 3.5% Druze and other religions, including Judaism. Their relations are relatively stable; 
however, the state has been accused of bias against Sunni Muslims as well as Anti-Semitism 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Education is free and compulsory from 7 to 15. The education 
expenditures is 5.1% of the GDP. 86.4% of the population over 15 is literate. The children are indoctrinated in 
the Ba’ath ideology which is formally secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate is 7.37%. Birth rate is 20.7 
births/1000 population. Death rate is 4 deaths/1000 population. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Acquisition of antibiotics without prescription is comonplace in Syria. A study by 
the Damascus University School of Medicine found that 87% of pharmacies in Damascus agreed to sell 
antibiotics without prescription. https://jidc.org/index.php/journal/article/view/21628818 



Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/sy.html 
https://oilprice.com/Geopolitics/Middle-East/The-Battle-For-Syrias-Oil-Region.html 
https://www.heritage.org/index/country/syria https://www.britannica.com/place/Syria 
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Country Data Sheet 

Thailand 
Capital City: Bangkok  Location: Southeast Asia   Population: 69250167  
Official Language: Thai     Other Languages: Tai-Kadai and Laotian 
Student Ambassadors: Kaitlyn Savoie (GA) and Avavictoria Proano (GA) 
Delegation: St. Joseph's Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: Thailand has the second largest economy in Southeast Asia and the world’s 19th largest 
manufacturer because of Thailand’s diverse industries, and in the first half of 2018, our economy grew 4.8%. 
90.92% (68.28% comes from natural gas) of Thailand’s electricity production comes from fossil fuels, and we 
consume 79.75% of our fossil fuels. Our GDP is $455 billion with an annual growth rate of 3.9%, and our per 
capita income is $5,960. 
World Trade: Thailand’s major trade partners include China, Japan, and the U.S. Thailand’s major exported 
goods are industrial machinery, electrical machinery, and motor vehicle parts, and Thailand’s major imported 
goods include crude oil, electrical machinery and parts, and chemical products. Thailand has a trade surplus 
with its imports at $220 billion and its exports at $280 billion, and in 2018, the exports grew 12.3%. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prayuth Chan-ocha is the prime minister of Thailand and the head of state is king Maha 
Vajiralongkorn. 
Form of Government: constitutional monarchy 
Government History and Stability: This type of government first took power by a military seizure in 2014 but 
has now returned to a more democratic based system of government by allowing public voting for political 
power. The government of Thailand has been a stable government for the past 11 years expect in 2014 during 
the military take over. Thailand has also shown an average value of -0.7 points in the political stability index. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Currently our military has 35,500,000 in 
available manpower and 627,425 in total military personnel. Thailand is ranked 27 out of 136 countries 
currently for the annual GFP review. Thailand does not have nuclear capabilities because of the treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Significant treaties with other countries include the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons, the Free trade agreements with Australia, China, India, New Zealand and ASEAN, the US-
Thai Amity Treaty, Arms Trade Treaty, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Significant Disputes: Significant disputes with other countries include the Cambodia because of section 
boundary disputes, the Laos border dispute, and the Myanmar over alignment border sporadic dispute. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The major religions practiced in Thailand are Buddhism 
(93.58%), Islam (4.94%), and Christianity (1.2%). The religions do not conflict with one another because most 
of the population is Buddhist, and the Muslims and Christians tend to stay in the same region. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Thailand education is largely the government’s responsibility to provide 
through the ministry of education. Thailand has an adult literacy rate of 92.87%. Male rate is 94.66% and 
female rate is 91.19%. Thailand’s education is sectarian. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Thailand's annual population growth rate is 0.2%. The birth 
rate is 10.33 people per 1,000 people, and the death rate is 7.87 per 1,000 people. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Thailand licensed antibiotic distribution involves over 700 importers and about 
24,000 distributors. There is no system for monitoring the distribution of active ingredients, some which are 
used on farms without being processed. Most antibiotics can be bought from pharmacies without a prescription 
with a few exceptions named in the Drug Act of 1987. 

Sources 
http://www.thailandtoday.in.th/economy/overview  https://tradingeconomics.com/thailand/fossil-fuel-energy-
consumption-percent-of-total-wb-data.html  https://globaledge.msu.edu/countries/thailand/economy 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-15639418 



Country Data Sheet 

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
Capital City: Skopje  Location: Southeastern Europe   Population: 2118945   
Official Language: Macedonian     Other Languages: Albanian, Turkish, Romani, Serbian 
Student Ambassadors: Samantha Sevin, Bowman Talbot 
Delegation: Archbishop Hannan High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is 26.6% industrialized. This country does not 
produce any fossil fuels, while their consumption of these energy sources is 21,000 barrels a day. The gross 
national product was 30.39 billion PPP dollars in 2017. The per capita income is around $15,000 a year. The 
economic status of Macedonia is 131st in the world. 
World Trade: In 2017, Macedonia exported $4.601 billion worth of foodstuffs, beverages, tobacco, textiles, 
and miscellaneous manufacturers to countries like Germany (46.7%), Bulgaria (6.1%), Serbia (4.4%), and Belgium 
(4.1%). It imported machinery, automobiles, chemicals, fuel, and food products from Germany (11.9%), the U.K. 
(10%), Greece (8%), Serbia (7.1), China (5.9%), Italy (5.5%), Turkey (4.5%), and Bulgaria (4.3%). Currently, 
Macedonia has a trade deficit. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister Zoran Zaev 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: The government was elected by universal suffrage. It is relatively stable, 
but has disagreements with Greece and the ethnic Albanians that live in Macedonia. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The military of Macedonia is relatively small 
compared to its neighbors with only 8,000 active personnel and only 15,500 reservists. The country have 
nuclear weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Ohrad Framework Agreement with the ethnic Albanians to resolve 
internal conflicts. 2008 NATO  Summit- When Macedonia resolves name issues with Greece, they may join 
NATO 2018 agreement with Greece to temporarily quell the name dispute 1991 agreement with Yugoslavia to 
break away to form Macedonia 
Significant Disputes: Kosovo- border disagreements Greece- Greece rejects the use of the Republic of 
Macedonia and denies Macedonia entry into the EU or NATO 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 64.8% of Macedonia's population is Macedonian 
Orthodox, 33.3% is Muslim, 0.4% is Other Christian, and 2.2% is Other. Some disagreements between 
Christians and Muslims occur in Macedonia. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The average student attends schooling in Macedonia for 13 years. The 
literacy rate is 97.8% currently. The education is seen as secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate is 0.19%. The birth rate is 10.8 
birth per 1,000 people and the death rate is 9.6 deaths per 1,000 people. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Macedonia has access to antibiotics, but it is limited. 

Sources 
cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/mk.html 
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Country Data Sheet 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Capital City: Port of Spain  Location: Country in the Caribbean   Population: 1372598   
Official Language: English     Other Languages: Trinidadian Creole English, Tobagonian Creole English French, 
Spanish, Chinese, and Caribbean Hindustani (a dialect of Hindi). 
Student Ambassadors: D.White (EcoSoc), A.Naylor (EcoSoc) 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High 

Economy 
Economic Status: Trinidad and Tobago is highly industrialized as they depend on their energy sector for 
economic growth, as oil and gas accounts for about 40% of their GDP, while producing 80,860 barrels of oil a 
day, but the consumption rate of fossil fuels is 99.93% (% of total).  Their Gross National Product  is 41.79 
billion PPP (Purchasing Power Parity) dollars making them one of the wealthiest countries in the Caribbean, and 
they also have a per capita income of $31,300. However, Trinidad and Tobago economic investment is not 
limited to fossil fuels as tourism and agriculture also plays a role in their economy. 
World Trade: Trinidad and Tobago is very involved in trade as they export mineral fuels and oil, organic 
chemicals, inorganic chemicals, iron and steel, and fertilizers. Their imports includes oil, iron ore, fuel, vehicles, 
water heaters, and ethyl alcohol. Trinidad and Tobago's major trading partners are the United States, Brazil, 
Colombia, Russia, Germany, China, Japan, Nigeria, and Venezuela. In 2017, Trinidad and Tobago's trade surplus 
amounted to about 2.44 billion U.S.D, however a year prior, they had a deficit of 0.39 billion U.S.D. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Paula-Mae Weekes 
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic 
Government History and Stability: In 1920,  the labour movement organized trade unions, which came with 
increased pressure for better local democracy and Independence from the British Crown. A new constitution 
was made in effort to bring electoral representation to Trinidad and Tobago, but it wasn't satisfying, so it was 
remade in 1950 providing legislative council and a ministerial system (later a cabinet). The elections of 1956 
was won by the People’s National Movement (PNM), led by Dr, Eric Williams who led talks with Britain that 
resulted in full internal government and a bicameral legislature. The country became independent in 1962 and a 
republic in 1976. In 1990, there was coup staged by a militant muslim faction, which led to many power 
struggles in the legislature, but it ultimately died down in the December 2001 elections. The government is 
now stable. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Trinidad and Tobago Defense Force 
consists of the Trinidad and Tobago Regiment, Coast Guard, Air Guard, and Defense Force Reserves. Their 
military is somewhat effective. Trinidad and Tobago does not possess nuclear weapons because of the Nuclear 
Non Proliferation Treaty. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: 1) Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago on the short-stay visa waiver. 2) Trinidad and Tobago Bilateral Investment Treaty 3) United 
Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 4)Protocol to Prevent, 
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United NAtions 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 5)Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea, 
and Air, supplementing the United nAtions Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime 
Significant Disputes: Fishing conflicts with Barbados. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 32.1% of Trinidad and Tobago’s population is 
Protestant, 21.6% is Roman Catholic, 18.2% is Hindus, 5% is Muslim, and the last 21.7% is other, none or 
unspecified. Relations among the religions are relatively peaceful. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Trinidad and Tobago has a literacy rate exceeding 95%, and schooling 
from kindergarten to university is free and compulsory (ages 5-16). Public schools are secular. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Trinidad and Tobago population growth rate is -0.23% 
(2018 est.). There are 12.3 births per 1,000 population (2018 est.), and 8.9 deaths per 1,000 population 
(2018 est.). The infant mortality rate is 21.6 deaths per 1,000 live births (2018 est.). The total life expectancy 
is 73.4 years (2018 est.), with males being 70.5 years (2018 est.) and females being 76.4 years (2018 est.). 



Antibiotic Prescription Info: In 1949, Trinidad and Tobago issued the Antibiotics Act to regulate the 
importation, storage, distribution, sale, and use of antibiotics. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/print_td.html 
http://thecommonwealth.org/our-member-countries/trinidad-and-
tobago/historyhttp://education.stateuniversity.com/pages/1543/Trinidad-Tobago-EDUCATION-SYSTEM-
OVERVIEW.html 
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Country Data Sheet 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Capital City: Port of Spain  Location: Islands in the Caribbean, Northeast of Venezuela   Population: 
1369000   
Official Language: English     Other Languages: Patois, a slang of French 
Student Ambassadors: Tanner Lewis 
Delegation: Alexandria Senior High 

Economy 
Economic Status: Ranked #112 in the World / Fossil Fuel Production: 1.53 Quadrillion Btu, ranked #44 / Fossil 
Fuel Consumption: .884 Quadrillion Btu, ranked #63 / GNI Per Capita: 30,520 PPP dollars / Overall 
economically more stable than neighboring countries such as Barbados and Grenada. 
World Trade: Leading Exports: Petroleum Gas & Refined Petroleum. / Leading Imports: Crude Petroleum & Cars. 
/ Trade Partners: United States, Jamaica, and Spain. / In a Trade Surplus. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President: Paula-Mae Weekes Head of Government: Prime Minister Keith Rowley 
Form of Government: Government: Parliamentary Democracy. 
Government History and Stability: Adopted in 1976, in which a President is elected to serve as head of state 
and commander in chief while the Prime Minister has the role of running the government. This government is 
Stable 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: There are four branches of the Trinidad and 
Tobago Defense Force (TTDF) The Trinidad and Tobago Army, the Coast Guard, and the Air Guard. Overall, 
Trinidad and Tobago have a mediocre, with no nuclear capabilities. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: United Nations Convention against Corruption International Plant 
Protection Convention Trademark Law Treaty Convention on biological diversity International Cocoa Agreement 
2010 
Significant Disputes: Conflict over Flying Fish 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 26.5% Protestant, 21.6% Roman Catholic, 18.2% Hindu, 
5% Muslim, and others. Overall, not much religious conflict within the country. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The adult literacy rate in Trinidad and Tobago is 98.97%, with secular 
public schools. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Trinidad and Tobago has an Average Annual Change in 
population of about 0.3% with a population of 1.369 million. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Act 18 of 1948 (Amended and updated to December 31st 2007). An Act to 
regulate the importation, storage, distribution, sale and use of antibiotics. 

Sources 
https://www.worldbank.org/ https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/tto 
https://www.heritage.org/index/country/trinidadtobago 
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/caribbean/tt-religion.htm https://knoema.com/atlas/Trinidad-
and-Tobago/Adult- 
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Country Data Sheet 

Turkey 
Capital City: Ankara  Location: Middle East   Population: 81257236   
Official Language: Turkish     Other Languages: Kurdish 
Student Ambassadors: Mark Raines (GA), Keegan Coon (GA) 
Delegation: Captain Shreve High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: Turkey is a free market nation fueled by industry. They rely heavily on imported oil and gas. 
Turkey’s GDP has been growing since 2016, but with the recent period of political instability has lead to 
domestic uncertainty and security concerns. They do have a comparatively low unemployment rate at about 11% 
World Trade: Most of Turkey’s imports come from China, Germany, Russia, and the U.S. Their imports include 
machinery, chemicals, semi-finished goods, fuels, and transport equipment. Turkey mainly exports to Germany, 
The United Kingdom, the United Arab Emirates, and Iraq. Their exports include apparel, food, textiles, metal 
manufactures, and transport equipment. Turkey has also planned to create the joint “Turkish-Azerbaijani Trans-
Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline,” which would increase Caspian gas transport to Europe. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Recep Tayyip Erdogan is the president. His vice president is named Fuat Oktay 
Form of Government: Parliamentary republic 
Government History and Stability: Turkey’s became a nation after the fall of the Ottoman Empire (October 29, 
1923). The modern Constitution was ratified in 1982. Turkey has a 3 branch system of government, and 83 
different political parties. Their history has been relatively tumultuous, including the 2016 attempted coup 
d’etat 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Turkey presently has over 710,000 military 
members. Turkey’s military strength is ranked ninth out of one hundred and thirty six countries according to the 
Global Firepower Rankings. Turkey is not, however, a nuclear power. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: After WWI, Turkey signed the treaty of Lausanne, defining Turkish 
territories, and creating peace with the USSR and the Allies. Turkey is a candidate country in the EU. 
Significant Disputes: Turkey has many disputes with Greece over maritime, air, and territory in the Aegean Sea. 
Turkey has over 3.5 million Syrian refugees. Turkey also is a key checkpoint for Southwest Asian heroin heading 
to Western Europe. Turkey is concerned about the status of Kurds in Iraq. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Turkey is made up of 99.8% Muslim, most of which are 
Sunni. The other .02% are mostly Christians and Jews. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Discuss the educational system. What is the literacy rate? Is the education 
secular or sectarian? Turkey has free, secular primary education for 12 years. This education requires that the 
students learn Turkish before beginning education. The average student attends 16 years of school. The literacy 
rate is 95.6%. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate is 0.49% in 2018, ranking at 
155th worldwide. The birth rate is 15 births/1,000 population, and the death rate is 6 deaths/1,000 
population. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Turkey had the highest antibiotic consumption of the World Health Organization 
European region. In lieu of WHO recommendation Turkey created the Rational Drug Use National Action Plan 
(2014–2017) which supports reasonable prescription drug use. There has also been an electronic prescription 
system to track and control antibiotic use. 

Sources 
Education System - All About Turkey. http://www.allaboutturkey.com/education.htm. Accessed 17 Jan. 2019. 
Global Firepower. https://www.globalfirepower.com/index.asp. Accessed 17 Jan. 2019. Middle East :: Turkey — 
The World Factbook - Central Intelligence 
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Country Data Sheet 

Uganda 
Capital City: Kampala  Location: East Africa   Population: 42860000   
Official Language: English     Other Languages: Swahili 
Student Ambassadors: Cooper Ferguson & Mason De La Houssaye (EcoSoc), Misha  Pettigrew and Logan 
Langdon (General Assembly) 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The industry of Uganda is extremely limited with emphasis on agricultural products.  Total 
electricity production in 2015 was 276 ktoe with 74.6 percent produced from hydro, 19 percent from fossil 
fuels, and 5.4 percent from biofuels and waste.  Final electricity consumption in the same year was 200 ktoe.  
The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Uganda was worth 25.89 billion US dollars in 2017.  The GDP per capita 
is 666.61 USD in 2017.  The neighboring country of Kenya is more advanced than Uganda in GDP comparison 
nearly three fold. 
World Trade: In 2016, Uganda exported $2.85B (Top exports: Gold ($707M), Coffee ($391M), Raw Tobacco 
($95.5M), Tea ($81.9M) and Cocoa Beans ($74.6M).)  Uganda imported $4.81B (Top Imports: Refined Petroleum 
($683M), Packaged Medicaments ($246M), Palm Oil ($195M), Cars ($130M) and Delivery Trucks ($113M).)  
Trade partners are the United Arab Emirates, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan,the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, China, India, Kenya, the United Arab Emirates, and Japan.  Uganda resulted in a negative trade balance 
of $1.96B. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Yoweri Museveni 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: Yoweri Museveni has been president since his forces toppled the previous 
regime in January 1986. Their Government is based on the United States Government and has three branches: 
Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. The Parliament and President are elected while the Judges are appointed by 
the President. Parliament abolished presidential term limits in 2005 and the incumbent will likely stay in power 
until he decides to retire or is unable to hold office. Currently the National Resistance Movement Party holds a 
significant majority. Their government has been relatively stable for the past 30 or so years however it is 
riddled with corruption. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Ugandan People’s Defense Force has two 
branches, the Land Forces and the Air Forces. Uganda has no conscription and those who enter the military 
have a 9 year service obligation. There are 46,000 members of the UPDF. They are proficient compared to 
most other African nations however their military has a small budget and inexpensive arms and armaments. 
Since 2002 the UPDF have primarily been fighting the Lord’s Resistance Army, a rebel army within Uganda and 
Central Africa. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Forced Labor Convention, African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of 
the Child, Nairobi Agreement 1999, Paris Agreement. 
Significant Disputes: Uganda has border disputes it is currently working out with its neighbor: South Sudan. 
They also have a tenuous relationship with the Democratic Republic of the Congo where the Lord’s Resistance 
Army staged its operations into Uganda. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: One-third of the population is Roman Catholic, one-third 
is Protestant, and 16 percent is Muslim; 18 percent believe in local religions, including various millenarian 
religions. World religions and local religions have coexisted for more than a century, and many people have 
established a set of beliefs about the nature of the universe by combining elements of both types. There is a 
proliferation of religious discourses centering on spirits, spirit possession, and witchcraft. 
 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: In 1997 the Ugandan government introduced universal primary education 
(the idea that all children should be able to attend primary school for free) and in 2007 universal secondary 
education. Unfortunately the demand for free education outstrips the availability of places at the free 
government schools. This means that for most of the population, especially those who want a higher quality 



education, the only other option is private school, which is beyond many families. Among the 62 percent of the 
population that is literate, nearly three-quarters are men. Development plans for higher education rely largely 
on international and private donors. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: -3.3% annual growth in population -In 2016, birth rate for 
Uganda was 42.1 per 1,000 people. -Death rate: 10.2 deaths/1,000 population 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Health services deteriorated in the 1970s and 1980s, as a result of government 
neglect, violence, and civil war. In the 1990s, measles, respiratory tract infections, and gastroenteritis caused 
one-half of all deaths attributed to illness, and malaria, AIDS, anemia, tetanus, whooping cough, and 
respiratory tract infections also claimed many lives. Today there is at least one hospital in each district except 
the southern district of Rakai. 

Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ug.html 
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Country Data Sheet 

Ukraine 
Capital City: Kive  Location: North of Romania, west of Russia   Population: 44.829999999999998   
Official Language: Ukranian     Other Languages: Russian, English, and German 
Student Ambassadors: A. Martin (GA) L. Hauptmann (GA) J. Sant (Security) J. Major (Security) 
Delegation: Woodlawn high school 

Economy 
Economic Status: Ukraine is an emerging free market. Ukraine's industrial status is nothing to brag about, it is 
weak in all manufacturing sectors. Ukraine is a big agricultural country, so they plan to ditch fossil fuels. 
Ukraine's gross national product is $378.1 billion dollars. The per capita income is $8,899.76 dollars. 
Neighbors like Poland and Romania are doing much better than Ukraine, but places like Slovakia aren't 
economically as well as Ukraine. 
World Trade: The main Ukraine exports are raw materials (iron, steel, mining products, agricultural products), 
chemical products and machinery. Ukraine's main trading partner is the EU. The main Ukraine imports are 
Refined Petroleum, Packaged Medicaments, Cars, Coal Briquettes, and Petroleum Gas. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Petro Poroshenko 
Form of Government: Republic 
Government History and Stability: Ukraine took power when the soviet union dissolved in 1991. Ukraine is 
stable and is a functioning society. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Ukraine is pretty strong, they fend off Russia 
with help of other eastern persons. 1,182,000 total military personnel. Ukraine has nuclear power, though it is 
really unclear. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Budapest Treaty Paris Agreement Singapore Treaty on the Law of 
Trademarks The 1997 boundary treaty The bilateral Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation 
Significant Disputes: Russia- territorial Poland- anti-Ukrainian sentiment Canada- anti-Ukrainian sentiment 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Kyiv Patriarchate) - 44.2% 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate) - 20.8% Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church - 11% Protestants 
- 2.5% Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church - 2.4% Roman Catholic Church - 1% Buddhism - 0.2% 
Paganism - 0.2% 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: the literacy rate is 100% and Ukraine is a secular state. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Growth rate- −8.4 people/1,000 population (2015) Birth 
rate- 10.3 births/1,000 population (2016) Death rate- 14.7 deaths/1,000 population (2016) Life expectancy- 
71.68 years (2016) 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Generally, no prescription is required to purchase medicines in Ukraine. 

Sources 
https://mon.gov.ua/ua https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/ukraine 
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Country Data Sheet 

United Arab Emirates 
Capital City: Abu Dhabi  Location: Asia, Western Asia   Population: 9302000  
Official Language: Arabic     Other Languages: English, Persian, Hindi, Urdu 
Student Ambassadors: Angele McCleery, Jenay Hansen 
Delegation: St. Joseph’s Academy 

Economy 
Economic Status: The UAE developed a full-fledged economy rather quickly due to its immense source of oil. 
Its spot on the coast also ensures great trade opportunities. The majority of the GDP goes to funding the 
military. Gross domestic product is 412.350 billion USD. UAE is considered a developing country, it is 
industrialized, and he per capita income is $30,985. 
World Trade: UAE exports include crude oil, natural gas, reexports, dried fish, and dates, while the imports are 
machinery and transport equipment, chemicals, and food. UAE export partners are India, Iran, Japan, China, 
Oman, Switzerland, and South Korea. Import partners consist of China, US, and India. UAE imports were 229.2 
billion dollars while their exports were 308.5 billion dollars in 2017, resulting in trade surplus. The UAE is part 
of the World Trade Organization. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: The president is Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 
Form of Government: - It has a federation of monarchies. 
Government History and Stability: - A Trucial Council started meeting after British rule left and in 1971. No 
major upheavals since. In 1978 there were disagreements for how centralized the country should be. In 2011 
there were calls for a democracy based in elections. The current president succeeded his father, the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who served as the UAE's President from 1971 to 2004. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: The Supreme National Security Council holds 
the right to use armed forces. UAE has a high national military personnel for the country size. United Arab 
Emirates a high military spending per capital. There is no nuclear CTBTO. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: United Arab Emirates have entered the World Trade organization. UAE 
and US have a bilateral defense cooperation agreement that established a military trade deal. The country 
made an agreement with Saudi Arabia and United States to put pressure on Yemen to try to reduce number of 
rebels and Al Qaeda associates. UAE allied with Middles Eastern Strategic to combat Iran. Saudi Arabia and 
UAE joined forces as an alliance within the GCC. 
Significant Disputes: Iran and UAE dispute Tunb island and Abu Musa island, which Iran occupies. The GGC 
(Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and Oman) has grown irritated with lack of economic progression. 
Disputes with Qatar over Muslim Brotherhood have formed. Ended a naval base agreement with Bahrain which 
furthered tensions within the GCC. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Islam is the official religion. Citizens have the freedom to 
exercise religious worship as long as it does not disturb established customs. The religion spectrum of the UAE 
is 76% Muslim, 9% Christian, 10% Hindu or Buddhist, and less than 5% of other religions. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Universal education is instated, and schooling is required for children ages 
6-12. There are opportunities for higher education that are open to both men and women. The 93.1% male and 
95.8% female are literate. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The growth rate of United Arab Emirates was 2.37% in 
2017. The birth rate was 15.1 births/1,000 people and the death rate is 1.9 deaths/ 1,000 people. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: Prescription is required for antibiotics. Antibiotic resistance is rising in the UAE. 
The country takes drug laws very seriously and have very strict laws. For example, many have been sent to 
prison for four years with trace amounts have drugs on them. Presence of illegal drugs in your urine or blood is 
seen as possession. 

Sources 
http://www.imuna.org/resources/country-profiles/united-arab-emirates  
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ae.html  



Country Data Sheet 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Capital City: London  Location: Western Europe   Population: 66190000   
Official Language: English     Other Languages: Scots Gaelic, Welsh, Irish 
Student Ambassadors: Will Rotondo-McCord (Security), Parker Simpson (Security), Kayla Rush (GA), Alex 
Tirado (GA), Madison Scott (EcoSoc), Christopher D’Angelo (EcoSoc) 
Delegation: Mandeville High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The UK has the third largest economy in Europe. The GDP growth rate in 2017 was 1.7% 
and the GDP (purchasing power parity) in 2017 was $2.925 trillion; the UK has the third highest real GDP of 
the countries in the European Union. The per capita income is currently $44,909, ranking 39th in the world. It 
has a large amount of coal, natural gases, and oil, however the reserves are declining, consuming fossil fuels at 
a rate of 80.7% of the total. 
World Trade: As the tenth largest export economy in the world, the UK exported $374 billion and imported 
$609 billion in 2016, with a negative trade balance of $235 billion. Its exports include cars, chemicals, food, 
beverages, and tobacco and imports include manufactured goods, machinery, and fuels. Major trading partners 
include Germany, US, and China. The budget deficit is 87.5% of the GDP. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Prime Minister: Theresa May, Head of State: Queen Elizabeth II 
Form of Government: Constitutional Monarchy, Parliamentary System 
Government History and Stability: A constitutional monarchy was created during the Glorious Revolution 
(1688-89) after Mary and her husband William of Orange took the English throne from James II. The UK has 
long been seen as possessing a stable government, but over the past few years Britain has been increasingly 
unpredictable with the introduction of coalition governments (more than one ruling party). The current majority 
is held by the Conservative Party, who formed a coalition government with the Liberal Democrat Party in 2010. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: With a defense spending budget of roughly 
$50 billion, the UK is rated 6th in the world for having the most military strength. Britain has a total of 
279,230 military personnel and has 225 nuclear warheads but have planned to reduce the number to 180 by 
2020. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (1968)- 
international agreement facilitated by the UN with the eventual goal of nuclear disarmament and responsible 
use of nuclear energy; Maastricht Treaty (Treaty on European Union 1992)- formally established the European 
Union; Treaty of Lisbon (2007)- amended structure of the European Union; Paris Agreement- international 
treaty with the objective of reducing emissions and combating climate change; Convention on Cybercrime- 
multilateral agreement addressing internet and computer crime. 
Significant Disputes: Disputes with Mauritius over the Chagos Archipelago; disputes with Gibraltar due to how 
residents of Gibraltar voted overwhelmingly by referendum to reject any "shared sovereignty" arrangement 
between the UK and Spain; disputes with Spain over disapproval of UK plans to grant Gibraltar greater 
autonomy; The Troubles: ethno-nationalist conflict between northern Ireland, England, and parts of the 
Republic of Ireland that lasted from 1968-1998; withdrawal from the European Union, effective March 29, 
2019. 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: In 2011, Christianity was the largest religion with a rate 
of 59% of the population, followed by Islam at 5.9%. 25% of the population does not identify with a religion. 
Although a tradition of religious tolerance has been long kept, Muslim communities have come under 
persecution. Terror incidents such as the July 7 2005 London bombings and Lockerbie bombing have provoked 
religious stereotypes in politics and the media. 
 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: Children in the UK are mandated to attend school from ages 5 to 16 and 
approximately one-third of students pursue higher education. Primary, secondary, and higher education are 
heavily subsidized by the government. The literacy rate is 99% and there is a mix of both secular and sectarian 
schools in the UK. 



Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population growth rate is 0.51%, the death rate is 9.4 
deaths/1,000 population, and the birth rate is 12 births/1,000 population. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: From 2000 to 2014, UK antibiotic prescription increased from 14.7 DDD 
(Defined Daily Doses) per 1,000 citizens to 19.7. Since 2014, antibiotic prescription has decreased to 18.7 
DDD per 1,000 citizens after several initiatives to curb the overprescription of antibiotics. The UK now 
prescribes fewer antibiotics than the average developed country. 

Sources 
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-Kingdom, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-
world-factbook/geos/uk.html ,https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/11/world/europe/britain-politics-theresa-
may.html 
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Country Data Sheet 

United States of America 
Capital City: Washington, District of Columbia  Location: North America, bordering Canada (North), Mexico 
(South), Atlantic Ocean (East), and North Pacific Ocean (West)   Population: 329256456   
Official Language: N/A     Other Languages: English (78.2%), Spanish (13.4%), Chinese (1.1%), Other (7.3%) 
Student Ambassadors: Scotty Black (GA), Jackson Bell (GA), Chuck Landry (EcoSoc), Jakob Greer (EcoSoc), 
Marshall St. Amant (Security), Spencer Heitman (Security) 
Delegation: Catholic High School 

Economy 
Economic Status: The U.S. has the 19th highest GDP per capita in the world at $59,800 (2017 est.) and the 
2nd largest overall GDP with $19.4 trillion (2017 est.). Fossil fuels are a major industry in the U.S., as they 
make up 70% of national electricity usage. When compared to its bordering countries, the GDP in the U.S. is 
10.9 times that of Canada and 16.8 times that of Mexico. The GDP also grows at a rate of approximately 3% 
annually while 6.3% of the population is unemployed. 
World Trade: The U.S. has been a member of the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT) since 1948 
and the World Trade Organization (WTO) since 1995, although President Donald Trump has threatened to leave 
the WTO for “treating the country unfairly.” Exporting $1.32 trillion of goods and importing $2.12 trillion in 
2016, the U.S. is the 2nd largest export economy and largest import economy in the world. In that same year, 
the U.S. had a negative trade balance of $791 billion. The top trade partners for the U.S. are China, Canada, 
Mexico, and Japan, whom we frequently export pharmaceuticals, consumer electronics, and petroleum and from 
whom we import consumer electronics, automobiles, and electrical machinery. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Donald J. Trump (January 2019 est.) 
Form of Government: Federalized Constitutional Republic 
Government History and Stability: The U.S. was founded as an independent nation after declaring 
independence from Great Britain in 1776, and the country has a long-established tradition of representative 
democracy within a presidential system. While the government is considered stable by most metrics, it does 
face a degree of internal conflict along partisan lines. At the time of writing, the U.S. is in the midst of its 
longest ever government shutdown due to disagreements regarding the funding of a border wall. However, the 
government is still rather stable and cannot be reasonably forecast to collapse in the near future. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: With 1.28 million active personnel (2018), 
the U.S. possesses the third largest military in the world. While the 3.29% of GDP allocated toward military 
spending (2016) is only the 23rd highest percentage in the world, the total dollar amount spend is the largest 
at $610 billion (more than the next seven highest spending countries combined). The U.S. is widely considered 
to have the most powerful and technologically advanced military in the world, with 13,892 aircraft, 8,848 
tanks, 72 submarines, and 10 aircraft carriers (India, who has the second most aircraft carriers in the world, 
has 3). The U.S. is also the only country to have ever used nuclear weapons in warfare. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), Proliferation Security Initiative Ship Boarding Agreement with Belize, 
Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America & the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco), 
Notifications Protocol 
Significant Disputes: War in Afghanistan, War in North-West Pakistan, War in Somalia, Intervention in Iraq, 
Intervention in Syria 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: The U.S. has no official religion due to the Establishment 
Clause of the Constitution’s First Amendment, but it allows for the practice of all faiths due to the same 
amendment’s Free Exercise Clause. Demographically, the U.S. is 46.5% Protestant, 22.8% unaffiliated, 20.8% 
Roman Catholic, 1.9% Jewish, 0.9% Muslim, 0.7% Buddhist, 0.7% Hindu, & 3.9% other. There is little interfaith 
conflict on a national scale, although there have been isolated unfortunate incidents in the name of religion. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: The U.S. spends 5% of its GDP annually on education and has a national 
literacy rate of 86%. The government-funded public education system makes up 91% of K-12 education and is 
secular, though the remaining privatized schools are often religiously affiliated. Schooling is compulsory until 



ages ranging from 16 to 18 depending on the state. Prior to reaching these ages, individuals must attend 
school from approximately August through May, though the dates do fluctuate from state to state. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: The population grows at a rate of approximately 0.8% 
annually (2018 est.). The birth rate in the U.S. is 12.4 births/1,000 population and is steadily declining, while 
the death rate is 8.2/1,000 and net migration rate is 3.9/1,000. While the U.S. is currently in stage 4 of the 
Demographic Transition Model, it is projected to enter into stage 5 soon if birth rates continue on their 
downward trajectory. 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: In the U.S., greater than 30% of antibiotic prescriptions--most of which are for 
acute respiratory conditions such as colds, bronchitis, and viruses--are considered unnecessary by the Center 
for Disease Control. 7 of the top 10 drugs involved in adverse drug events (ADEs) are antibiotics and the U.S. 
spent over $10.7 billion on antibiotics in 2009. 

Sources 
Census Bureau, Central Intelligence Agency, Department of State, World Trade Organization, National Center 
for Biotechnology Information, U.S. Trade Representative, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Statista 
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Country Data Sheet 

Uruguay 
Capital City: Montevideo  Location: Southern South America, between Argentina and Brazil   Population: 
3369299   
Official Language: Spanish     Other Languages: N/A 
Student Ambassadors: Tate Broussard (Security), Benjamin Bordes (Security) 
Delegation: Episcopal School of Acadiana 

Economy 
Economic Status: Uruguay is economically stable. Per capita is $22,400 (2017 est.), ahead of neighboring 
countries Argentina ($20,900) and Brazil ($15,600). Uruguay is not an industrially based economy, as industry 
makes up 24.1% of the the GDP in Uruguay, while services make up 69.7% and agriculture makes up the 
remaining 6.1%. 29% of plants in Uruguay generate electricity by burning fossil fuels. 
World Trade: Uruguay has a major trade deficit. Major trading partners include Argentina, Brazil, China, the 
United States, and Australia. The main export is livestock and various animal products. The major imports 
include machinery, appliances, chemical products, transport equipment, and processed foods. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: Tabare Vazquez 
Form of Government: Presidential Republic 
Government History and Stability: After a long period of military regime, a plebiscite(non-government veto) 
denied a constitution deal constructed by the government. After a sharp economic downturn, the regime 
relented and agreed to a return to democratic politics. The current democracy is stable, but the local police 
force and justice systems are seen as slow and partially corrupt. 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: There are four branches of Uruguay's 
military: The Uruguayan National Army, The Uruguayan National Navy, The Naval Rifle Corps, and the 
Uruguayan Air Force. Military enlistment is entirely voluntary and mostly in tours of one or two years. Most 
military equipment is outdated and is originally from the Cold War era. As a state signer of the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT), Uruguay has no nuclear weapons. 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: NPT with 190 other nations, including nuclear superpowers, established 
Nuclear Regulations Marrakesh Agreement with 123 other nations, established World Trade Organization 
Kyoto Protocol with 183 other nations, established regulations on greenhouse gas emissions Protocol 1 of the 
Geneva Convention with most other nations, establishing civilian and combatant rights against war crimes ATS, 
or the Antarctic Treaty, signed by 52 other nations, established regulations on studying and inhabitation of 
Antarctica 
Significant Disputes: Brazilian border dispute over the island of Brasileira, entirely nonviolent thus far 
Argentina vs Paper Mills on the border, ruled towards Uruguay by the ICJ 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: 47.1% of Uruguay's population is Roman Catholic, 11.1% 
is non-Catholic Christians, 23.2% is nondenominational, 0.3% is Jewish, 17.2% is atheist or agnostic, and the 
remaining 1.1% is unspecified or has no religion (2006 est.). There is no notable religious conflict. 
Educational System, Literacy Rate: 98.5% of Uruguayans age 15 and older are literate (2015 est.). Overall 
school life expectancy is 16 years. There is free state funded education from Primary school through 
University. Most education is secular, however there are several private Catholic universities. 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Uruguay has an annual population growth rate of 0.27% 
(2018 est.). There are 13 births per 1,000 population and 9.4 deaths per 1,000 population (2018 est.). The 
infant mortality rate is 8.1 deaths per 1,000 live births (2018 est.). Life expectancy of males is 74.4 years and 
females is 80.8 years (2018 est.). 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: 
 
  

Sources 



https://www.britannica.com/place/Uruguay https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/uy.html https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-
detail.asp?country_id=uruguay http://www.un.org/en/ga/65/meetings/generaldebate/Vie 
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Country Data Sheet 

Vietnam 
Capital City: Hanoi  Location: Southeast Asia   Population: 95450000   
Official Language: Vietnamese     Other Languages: English, French,Chinese,Khmer 
Student Ambassadors: Aakash Zaveri (EcoSoc), Shivang Thakor (EcoSoc) 
Delegation: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 

Economy 
Economic Status: Late industrializing countries can only achieve industrialization - a necessary development 
path to create an advanced economy - by upgrading manufacturing competitiveness. This process is 
particularly important in a rapidly globalizing world, which generates greater opportunities and challenges. 
Vietnam is a late industrializing economy but, despite rapid growth, the scale of Vietnamese manufacturing is 
still small, and productivity is relatively low. The objectives of this thesis therefore are: • to measure 
manufacturing competitiveness in Vietnam and to analyse its determinants; • to extend that analysis in a 
comparison with the ASEAN-4; and • to assess the effect of various policy measures on Vietnam's 
manufacturing competitiveness. To pursue these objectives, both comparative and regression analyses are 
undertaken based on a large dataset. Fossil Fuel Consumption/Production - 69.82 %  energy consumption /   
GNP - 616.6 billion dollars  Vietnam’s economic freedom score is 53.1, making its economy the 141st freest in 
the 2018 Index. Its overall score has increased by 0.7 point, with improvements in fiscal health, government 
integrity, and judicial effectiveness offsetting lower scores for the trade freedom, property rights, and labor 
freedom indicators. Vietnam is ranked 35th among 43 countries in the Asia–Pacific region, and its overall score 
is below the regional and world averages. To continue its trajectory of strong economic growth, Vietnam will 
have to acknowledge the need to reform state-owned-enterprises, reduce red tape, increase business-sector 
transparency, reduce the level of nonperforming loans in the banking sector, increase financial-sector 
transparency, liberalize the trade regime, and increase recognition of private property rights. Strengthening 
institutions to make the regulatory regime more efficient, shrinking and making more transparent the bloated 
and opaque bureaucracy, and bolstering the weak judicial system would also promote economic freedom in 
Vietnam. 
World Trade: Vietnam has emerged as an important electronics exporter, with electrical and electronic 
products overtaking coffee, textiles, and rice to become the country's top export item. Samsung is Vietnam's 
largest exporter and has helped the country achieve a trade surplus for the first time in many years. Vietnam is 
the 21st largest export economy in the world. In 2016, Vietnam exported $207B and imported $196B, 
resulting in a positive trade balance of $11B. In 2016 the GDP of Vietnam was $205B and its GDP per capita 
was $6.3k. The top exports of Vietnam are Broadcasting Equipment($34.1B), Integrated Circuits ($14.9B), 
Telephones ($9.9B), Textile Footwear ($7.94B) and Computers ($6.36B), using the 1992 revision of the HS 
(Harmonized System) classification. Its top imports are Integrated Circuits($12.5B), Telephones ($9.7B), Refined 
Petroleum ($6.28B), Light Rubberized Knitted Fabric ($4.54B) and Aluminium Bars ($4.07B). The top export 
destinations of Vietnam are the United States ($43.3B), China ($26.8B), Japan ($16B), South Korea ($12.4B) 
and Germany ($9.7B). The top import origins are China ($60B), South Korea ($32.6B), Japan($12.4B), Singapore 
($11.3B) and Other Asia ($9.5B). Vietnam borders China, Cambodia and Laos by land and Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines and Thailand by sea. 

Government 
Country’s Leader: President Dang Thi Ngoc Thinh (acting), Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc 
Form of Government: Chief of State: Communist 
Government History and Stability: "Vietnam became a unified country once more in 1975 when the armed 
forces of the Communist north seized the south. This followed three decades of bitter wars, in which the 
Communists fought first against the colonial power France, then against South Vietnam and its US backers. In 
its latter stages, the conflict held the attention of the world. Legislative Branch has a unicameral National 
Assembly or Quoc Hoi (500 seats - current number following 2016 election - 496; members directly elected by 
absolute majority vote with a second round if needed; members serve 5-year terms). President indirectly 
elected by National Assembly from among its members for a single 5-year term; election last held on 2 April 
2016 (next to be held in spring 2021); prime minister appointed by the president from among members of the 



National Assembly, confirmed by National Assembly; deputy prime ministers appointed by the prime minister, 
confirmed by National Assembly"(CIA). 
Current Military Capability, Strength and Nuclear Capabilities: Available manpower- 50,650,000 Total 
military personnel - 5,488,500 "Vietnam does not possess a nuclear weapons program. There is no publicly 
available evidence to suggest that Hanoi sought nuclear weapons historically, although declassified documents 
indicate the United States considered using nuclear weapons against North Vietnam in the last half of the 
conflict. [1] Vietnam became a non-nuclear weapon state party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in 1982. [2] Hanoi signed the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) in 1996, 
and ratified the CTBT in 2006 as an Annex-2 country. [3] Vietnam has a Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement 
with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which entered into force in 1990, and has concluded an 
IAEA Additional Protocol. [4] At the regional level, Vietnam is a member of the Southeast Asia Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Bangkok). [5]  Vietnam is poised to be the first Southeast Asian country 
with nuclear power, although a number of capacity-related obstacles may delay this. [6] On 21 July 2011, the 
Prime Minister approved the National Master Plan for Powered Development for 2011-2020 with the Vision to 
2030. [7] The plan calls for seven reactors to be built, with the first completed by 2030. At that point, 
Vietnam plans a nuclear power capacity of 10,700 MW or 10.1% of its electricity production. Russia's 
Atomstroyexport will build Vietnam's first nuclear power plant at Phuoc Dinh (Ninh Thuan 1), consisting of two 
1000MWe reactors. Russia has agreed to provide the majority of financing for the project—up to $9 billion 
according to a November 2011 agreement—and will provide additional assistance such as training and fuel 
services, including construction of a Nuclear Science and Technology Center and spent fuel take-back for the 
reactors. Japan has agreed to construct a second nuclear power plant at Vinh Hai (Ninh Thuan 2), composed of 
two 1000MWe reactors, and to provide additional training and assistance. [8] However, on 18 January 2014, 
the Vietnamese Government announced the Russian nuclear power plant contract could be delayed until 2020 
due to safety concerns following the Fukushima earthquake. This delay will most likely affect the construction 
of the second Japanese power plant as well. [9]  Vietnam already maintains a research reactor at the Dalat 
Nuclear Research Center, which has operated since 1963. [10] This reactor originally operated using highly 
enriched uranium (HEU). By 2007, the reactor operated on mixed HEU and LEU assemblies, however Vietnam 
announced it would fully convert the reactor to low enriched uranium (LEU) at the Nuclear Security Summit in 
2010. [11] This conversion was completed in December 2011. [12] In June 2013, the final 16kg of Vietnam's 
HEU stock was shipped back to Russia. [13]  In preparation for the construction of its nuclear power plants, 
Vietnam has expressed a willingness to improve its domestic capacity and to cooperate with the IAEA. Vietnam 
adopted an Atomic Energy Law in 2008 to provide a legal framework for its nuclear activities. [14] This law 
focuses on ensuring safety of persons, environment, and nonproliferation. The Vietnam Agency for Radiation 
and Nuclear Safety and Control (VARANSAC) and the Vietnam Atomic Energy Institute (VAEI) are the two main 
agencies, under the Ministry of Science and Technology, responsible for nuclear safety and security. Vietnam 
conducted a self-assessment of its nuclear infrastructure from December 2007 through December 2008, and 
in 2009 requested that the IAEA conduct an Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review (INIR) Mission. [15] The 
INIR Mission report suggested areas of improvement including, among others, human resources development 
and nuclear power project management. As a result, Hanoi established the Vietnam Atomic Energy Agency 
(VAEA) in 2010 to oversee research, development, and project management; the National Nuclear Safety 
Committee; the National Steering Committee of the Ninh Thuan Nuclear Power Plant Project; the Master Plan 
for Nuclear Power Development in Vietnam up to 2030; and the Master Project for Human Resources 
Development and Training for Atomic Energy in Vietnam up to 2020. [16]"(NTI). 
Significant Agreements and Treaties: -Paris Peace Accords - Ending Vietnam War -Treaty of Saigon- China -
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership -Genocide Convention--Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, the United States, Vietnam, Yemen, and Yugoslavia. -
International Agreement on the Neutrality of Laos 
Significant Disputes: -Vietnam War- China, USA -Hai Yang Shi You 981 standoff, also known as the 2014 
China-Vietnam oil rig crisis 

Culture 
Major Religions and how they relate to each other: Buddhism Christianity  Catholicism  Protestantism  
Caodaism Hoahaoism Hinduism ---These are the only recognized religions in Vietnam. 



Educational System, Literacy Rate: 94%- Literacy Rate Education in Vietnam is secular. "Education in Vietnam 
is a state-run system of public and private education run by the Ministry of Education and Training. It is 
divided into five levels: preschool, primary school, secondary school, high school, and higher education. Formal 
education consists of twelve years of basic education. Basic education consists of five years of primary 
education, four years of intermediate education, and three years of secondary education. The majority of basic 
education students are enrolled on a half-day basis. The main education goal in Vietnam is "improving people’s 
general knowledge, training quality human resources, and nurturing and fostering talent."[5]  Vietnam is known 
for its rigorous curriculum that is deemed as competitive for students. Secondary education is one of the most 
significant social issues in the country: designated schools known as "High schools for the gifted" (Trường 
trung học phổ thông chuyên) are regarded as prestigious and often demand high entrance examination results. 
Higher education is also a fundamental cornerstone in Vietnamese society. Entrance to university is determined 
through the National High School Graduation Examination, whose results will be considered for evaluation. The 
higher the score is, the more prestigious the institution will be. Failure to attend university often leads to 
social stigma, as those who could not pass the Graduation Examination would be looked down upon by 
members of society"(Wikepedia). 
Population Growth Rate, Birth and Death Rates: Population Growth-0.9% (2018 est.) Birth Rate- 15.2 
births/1,000 population (2018 est.) Death Rate- 5.9 deaths/1,000 population (2018 est.) 
Antibiotic Prescription Info: "Antibiotics are life-saving drugs that have been improving health outcomes 
since 1928, the year Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin. But the overuse and misuse of antibiotics has 
created a serious problem: bacteria are growing stronger and more resistant to modern medicine. Many drugs 
that are used to fight bacterial infections are no longer effective. While this is not a new problem, public 
consciousness seems to be waking up and wondering what to do next.   Multi-disciplinarian experts agree that 
antimicrobial resistance is a huge public health threat, and most nations have committed to developing 
strategies to combat it. The strategies listed by the American Centre for Disease Control include preventing 
infections, tracking drug-resistant infections, improving antibiotic prescription stewardship, and developing 
new drugs and diagnostic tests. However, implementing these strategies in developing countries has proven 
especially difficult. In emerging economies, there are usually fewer regulations, fewer well-trained medical 
practitioners, less-educated patients, and far fewer research studies. Vietnam is no exception.  In 2013, a 
situation analysis of the issue was undertaken by a group of researchers. Vietnam was chosen as a case-study 
due to its large population, high infectious disease burden, and relatively unrestricted access to medication.  
The analysis explained that while market reforms have improved healthcare outcomes, access has been 
accompanied by excessive antibiotic use in hospitals and within the community. Their report, published in BMC 
Public Health, stated “Prescribing practices are poor and self-medication is common – often being the most 
affordable way to access healthcare. Many policies exist to regulate antibiotic use but enforcement is 
insufficient or lacking""(AsiaLife). 

Sources 
https://www.nti.org/learn/countries/vietnam/, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/vm.html,https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Treaties_of_Vietnam, 
https://energypedia.info/wiki/Vietnam_Energy_Situation http://vuir.vu.edu.au 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Afghanistan 
Delegates: Divya Kasarla, Jack Osborne 
School: Episcopal School of Acadiana 
Afghanistan’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Afghanistan is dedicated to developing and maintaining a high-quality education system that is that with 
international standards by improving the academic capabilities of pre-existing institutions as well as the 
development of new universities. We support an all-inclusive educational system free from any discrimination. 
We hope that through better and fair access to higher education Afghanistan will become a more skilled 
country. In turn, our country will benefit economically, politically, socially, and culturally. These goals are to be 
executed by groups such as the Ministry of Higher Education. We support any resolutions that increase access 
to higher education.  
Afghanistan’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The Prison situation in Afghanistan is improving with the continued support of the international community. 
Our prisons have been stricken with bad conditions, but this issue is currently being solved with continued 
support. Our prisons have faced overcrowding and underfunding, but with the assistance of the international 
community these issues are being dealt with and the conditions in the prisons continue to improve every year.  
With the continued support of the international community, Afghanistan will overcome its modernization issues 
and become a high functioning member of the international community. 
Afghanistan’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Afghanistan is currently a developing country and some families in Afghanistan are still struggling to deal with 
the decrease in economic output from the outlaw of child labor. With more assistance with the international 
community to help provide educational opportunities and economic opportunities to Afghanistan to end this 
informal practice. About 42% of children from ages 5 to 14 in Afghanistan work for a living or to help their 
families. These work conditions are often hazardous and can result in illness or injury. One of our goals is to 
rid child labor in Afghanistan which is part of the MoLSAMD (Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, Martyrs, and 
Disabled) mission. 
Sources 
UN Afghanistan- http://afghanistan-un.org/ US AID Afghanistan- https://www.usaid.gov/afghanistan/education 
IWA Afghanistan Prisons- https://www.pajhwok.com/en/2017/11/12/state-prisons-afghanistan-remains-
inhuman-iwa Human Rights Watch-  https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/07/14/they-bear-all-pain/hazardous-
child-labor-afghanistan 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Algeria 
Delegates: Herman Brister, Oakley Lewis 
School: Southern University laboratory 
Algeria’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Algeria has established a system of higher education, which has fluctuated the last 7 years. The percentage of 
higher education pay in Algeria started at 7.3% then dropped down drastically to 4.3%, which later increased 
to 17.2 %. The Algerian government oscillations in stocks over time led us to find a substantial amount of 
money to pay for universities in our country. The universities in Algeria seem to prove that they can decrease 
poverty by 20%.  
Algeria’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Algeria’s crime rate in 2018 was 52.78%, which has dropped 62.5 % since 2016.  We also face another crisis 
with drug distribution. As of 2018 the percentage of people using and/or dealing with drugs are 65.13%. There 
is no way we can stop this drug trafficking because of our high bribery rate which has decreased  since 2014. 
In 2014 our bribery/corruption rate was 78.85%, and is now 76.92% the year of 2018. Also if a person is 
convicted of a minor crime they aren't sent to jail with the serial killers but sent to provincial civil prisons. On 
the other hand if you are one of the people who commit a major crime your sent to the regular penitentiaries. 
Algeria’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Algeria as a country wants to eliminate all forms of Child Labor. In 2015 Algeria made a significant push in 
efforts to eliminate all forms of child labor. Although we have high corruption rates, we have increased the 
fines for people found guilty of child labor and identified approximately 97 children during labor inspections. 
The percentage of children ranges from ages 5-14. Working in these horrible conditions are only 5% of young 
children. As we continue monitor child labor, we still face an epidemic as children are skipping out on school to 
work at these sweatshops. 
Sources 
https://supporthere.org/page/higher-education-algeria http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/algeria/overview 
https://www.heritage.org/index/country/algeria http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/algeria 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Argentina 
Delegates: Sofia Garza-Caraccia, Ella Kutner 
School: Mandeville High School 
Argentina’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
From 2007 to 2015 Argentina’s total higher education enrollment increased from 2,207,778 to 2,966,125 
people, encompassing university and post secondary (non-university) students. About two thirds of Argentine 
students study at the university level, with 79% attending public institutions in 2016. The 2017 Times Higher 
Education ranking of Latin American universities reported that only one Argentine university, the National 
University of Córdoba, ranked among the top 50 in Latin American countries. The circumstances at hand make 
Argentina especially open to more extensive access to higher education and the betterment of the system as a 
whole.  
Argentina’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Argentina has 81,975 people in prison (2016). Argentina’s official capacity is 67,900, meaning Argentina is 
12.3% over capacity. Inmates suffer from poor nutrition, inadequate medical and psychological treatment, 
inadequate sanitation, limited family visits, and frequent degrading treatment, according to reports by human 
rights organizations and research centers. Due to this, Argentina is open to prison reform policy to help lower 
the overpopulation and improve conditions in its prisons. 
Argentina’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The practice of child labor is banned by the Argentine government and punishable by law. Despite this, rural 
areas (especially in northeastern Argentina) have a problem with child prostitution. However, while this form of 
child labor specifically is not a concern in urban areas, other forms of child labor such as garbage collecting are 
rampant in places such as the capital Buenos Aires. In 2004 the UN’s ILO (International Labor Organization) 
estimated that 1.5 million children were at work in Argentina. Since then, there have been efforts to combat 
such illegal practices, including programs that grant scholarships and resources to children who attend school; 
it is imperative that this continues and child labor is abolished as it is illegal and wrong. 
Sources 
Sources: https://wenr.wes.org/2018/05/education-in-argentina https://revista.drclas.harvard.edu/book/child-
labor-argentina http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/argentina 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Australia 
Delegates: Rachel Ball, Anna Goodwin 
School: Alexandria Senior High 
Australia’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Australia has recently increased its number of post high school education, with numbers rising by 56% of 
Australians aged 15 years and over receiving a college degree. Also, 27% more of Australian students are 
taking their education further with a graduate degree. In regards to discrimination in schools, the Anti-
Discrimination Amendment (Private Educational Authorities) Bill is currently in place to eliminate such issues in 
both public and private schools. If another country would like to implement a bill similar to ours, we would 
assist in writing it.  
Australia’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Our current prison system consists of strictly state prisons. Compared to other larger countries in the UN, 
Australia has a somewhat low prison population of only 25,790. However, it has been reported that there are 
issues within our prison systems including harassment and abuse. We believe solitary confinement would be 
beneficial for our mentally ill prisoners because it would keep them away from other abusive prisoners.  We 
also would like to look at ways to end this issue of abuse within our prisons. 
Australia’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Australia has continued to maintain our stance on labor laws by enacting laws and amendments such as the 
Fair Work Act of 2009 and the Fair Work Amendment of 2009. We have continued to have keep this stance 
enforced country-wide, rather than having workplace laws vary from state to state like in the past. It has been 
our goal to keep discrimination out of the workplace, strive for fairness, and allow for accommodating working 
arrangements. Our fatality rate for 2017 was approximately 1.5 fatalities per 100,000 workers. That number 
has decreased by 48% since 2007, when it at the time was 3.0 fatalities per 100,000 workers. The 
unemployment rate in our country is expected to continue decreasing, however, not at as fast of a pace as in 
2017. Overall, there are no issues with our economy, although, we are open to offering assistance to other 
countries who are not as economically stable as we are. 
Sources 
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/mediareleasesbytitle/1533FE5A8541D66CCA2581BF00362D1D?
OpenDocument https://www.smh.com.au/opinion/discrimination-has-no-place-in-schools-20130919-
2u13f.html https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/02/06/interview-horror-australias-prisons 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/uk/06/prisons/html/nn2page1.stm https://www.fairwork.gov.au/about-
us/legislation https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/system/files/documents/1812/work-related-traumatic-
injury-fatalities-report-2017.pdf 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Belgium 
Delegates: Owen Ettinger, Ahmed Almoaswes 
School: Jesuit High School 
Belgium’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Belgium offers a great higher education service and promotes higher education for all peoples. Belgium offers 
international education programs that are renowned for their academics.  
Belgium’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
While Belgium has been criticized for its alleged human right violations regarding prisons, Belgium has 
announced that it has intentions to reform the prisons but no action has been taken. 
Belgium’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Belgium is strongly against child labor. While children between 15 and 18 are not allowed to have a full-time 
jobs, they are allowed to have a part-time job or participate in work-study programs. Belgium strongly enforces 
child labor laws. 
Sources 
https://www.dw.com/en/human-rights-violations-make-belgium-prison-hell/a-39926348  
https://www.belgiumeducation.info/Higher-Education/index.html  
https://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Europe/Belgium-LABOR.html 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Belize 
Delegates: Harshita Pattam,   
School: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 
Belize’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Although Belize has forms of higher education, there are mostly aimed towards the richer people in Belize. The 
higher education colleges are in Belize City and Corozal, with the largest being the University College of Belize. 
The issue is that there is no benefit to poorer people with the colleges being there. Until the 1990s, Belize 
didn’t have a true four-year university system: The colleges were set up like a US high school or a 2-year 
community college. Then, Belize decided to add provisions to the University of Belize. They combined several 
existing facilities. They have one more big school called the Galen University in Cayo Ignacio, and as a private 
school, it is giving the UoB a run for its money. Overall, Belize is attempting to offer higher education to its 
people, but since they can’t make it completely free, poorer people are unable to benefit from them. They are 
stuck in a bad spot because the economy is already struggling as they are in debt right now, but hopefully in 
the future, there could be a free university because there is no way that some of these people could afford any 
amount for college. Belize, seeing that the rich seem to get the benefits, is willing to seek programs to 
incorporate the entirety of the population.  
Belize’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Belize’s prison system consists of one prison called the Belize Central Prison, which is managed by the Kolbe 
Foundation, a non-profit, non-governmental organization. They have a fairly high incarceration rate at 
356/100,000. When interviews were done by the University of Indianapolis to see the difference between the 
state’s management and Kolbe’s, the results showed major improvement as it previously had subjected staff 
and inmates to dangerous and unsanitary working and living conditions. The focus was switched from 
punishment to rehabilitation, and they were also willing to hire former offenders and even inmates. I think 
countries should be held responsible to violations of the law because no one deserves to live in the conditions 
that the prisoners had to deal with when the government was in charge. I think a fine would be a start to some 
type of repercussion. If solitary confinement is to be allowed, it should have some restrictions and regulations 
that support the inmate. They should get all the things they had in their previous cell, except now they are 
alone. It would be torture to leave someone alone, and on top of that, not provide them with sufficient water 
and food. Overall, Belize seems willing to help other countries to have non-profits run their prisons as there is 
a chance those countries could have better prisons. 
Belize’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In Belize, forced labor is actually illegal, and they have restrictions on child labor. Kids may not work below the 
age of 12, during school hours, before 6 am, or after 8 pm. They also can’t work for more than two hours on a 
school day or on a Sunday. They aren’t allowed to carry heavy weights or have job that interferes with their 
education; however, there is no limit on how many hours a child can work in a week. Overall, labor laws are 
very good in Belize. They have pretty cheap labor as the minimum wage for agricultural workers is $2.50 BLZ 
and $3.00 BLZ for manual and domestic workers. Although Belize’s employers have to pay them, it still benefits 
the economy because they would have to pay more if the minimum wage requirements went up. Since forced 
labor is illegal and people are still being paid, there is little to fix considering the state of Belize and its 
economy. Belize could help other countries have forced labor made illegal and better child labor laws. 
Sources 
http://www.academia.edu/35370170/Oral_History_in_Belize_Central_Prison 
http://prisonstudies.org/country/belize https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belize_Central_Prison 
https://www.scholaro.com/pro/countries/Belize/Education-System https://belize.com/education-in-belize/ 
https://careertrend.com/list-6812276-labour-laws-belize.html 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Bolivia 
Delegates: Joshua Morton,   
School: Captain Shreve High School 
Bolivia’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Bolivia is a proud and traditional nation, and as such, unfortunately pays a price for this. Due to the traditional 
mindset of the majority of the nation, especially in rural areas, girls and the destitute are not even expected to 
finish primary school, let alone worry about so called “higher education”. Those that are fortunate enough to 
live in wealthier areas, are free to pursue education in a public-school system. However, due to the lack of 
universities in Bolivia, many students immigrate to nearby Argentina, Brazil, or even places as far away as the 
United States, in order to receive higher education. This is a frustrating problem in Bolivia, considering the 
sheer amount of GDP being allocated to Education (7.3% of total GDP, 16th in the world). Ultimately, Bolivia is 
starved of higher education opportunities, and education in general, and is looking for any solution whether 
that solution be teachers from other nations moving to Bolivia or allowing easier transportation for students 
from Bolivia to reach them.  
Bolivia’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
This is a rather pressing issue for Bolivia, being the world's third-largest cultivator of coca (after Colombia and 
Peru) with an estimated 37,500 hectares under cultivation in 2016. A big problem with Coca is its indirect 
results. These include money-laundering activities related to narcotics trade and major cocaine consumption. 
This ‘spiderweb’ effect that the drug trade creates makes it a very difficult mission to serve justice for the legal 
system. Though we have a large legal system based off of the old Spanish model, 10% of the national 
population is without water, and near 50% is without access to sanitation facilities, so certain corners must be 
cut in regards to resource allocations for the penal system. Of course, Bolivia is open to any form of foreign 
aid regarding these issues of sanitation, but we feel the urgency is to meet the needs of our law-abiding 
citizens before those of the law breakers. This is not to say we want to keep prisoners in poor conditions, but 
that we need to look to other needs first. The care of lawbreaking prisoners is a priority, just not the first. 
Bolivia’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Bolivia’s workers have historically been mistreated, and this being the case, the Government seeks to aid the 
workers now more than ever. The political party currently in power is a socialist workers party, looking to help 
raise the lower class and even out the large gap between the various classes. Unemployment is relatively 
manageable at 6.9% across the work-age population. That said, Bolivia remains the most under-developed 
nation in South America. This is actually a point of pride for us. We have successfully been shielded from an 
excess of foreign investment, despite being rich in natural resources. The new aim of the government is now to 
open up more to the idea of foreign investment, in order to gain additional capital for new business. This all 
goes to show that while there are not too many labor laws about domestic labor, the government is striving to 
keep foreign investors from coming and setting up sweatshops as they have done in so many other resource 
rich nations. We believe this is the solution, high tariffs in order to protect domestic workers and businesses. 
Bolivia is a proud nation and will not allow for its workers to be harassed in any fashion, or allow its youth to 
be taken advantage of. 
Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/bl.html  
https://www.britannica.com/place/Bolivia 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Delegates: Edward An, Geoffery Aji 
School: Haynes Academy 
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Bosnia and Herzegovina primary and secondary education is free to everyone, allowing and setting up students 
for tertiary education, or higher education. However, currently Bosnia and Herzegovina does not appear to 
provide equal access to higher education to all minorities and classes. The best way to approach the rising 
costs of higher education is to help and educate all students to understand their own situation and the most 
effective and smart way to deal with real world problems. To diversify Bosnia's higher education, more 
pathways should be available and open to Bosnian students, since higher education in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
is organized in three cycles, each being a continuation of the other cycle. Bosnia and Herzegovina should take 
steps to facilitate the success of higher education institutions by adding a system to create equal opportunity 
to all minorities and classes. One solution or step to obtain this goal is by making higher education virtually 
free and setting up programs like the Head Start Program passed by Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964. If virtually 
free education is not completely possible, legislation like the Higher Education Act of 1965 also passed by 
Johnson should be brought upon in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Bosnia and Herzegovina prison system is called the "Division for the Execution of Criminal Sanctions,"  and they 
conform to Europe Prison rules, which have penal procedure that includes a minimum space allowance for each 
prisoner and the prisoner is eligible for benefits after serving 1/5 of his sentence. Prisoners also have 
availability of water 24/7 and maximum isolation lasts for 20 to 30 days. Bosnia and Herzegovina is constantly 
trying to reform their prison system and recently had some changes to their system that "improved 
implementation of community sanctions, paving the way for a more efficient supervision of offenders in the 
community, consideration of options for the establishment of probation services through a series of documents 
assessing different modalities and structures of future probation services, and over 600 prison staff of various 
profiles and categories trained on core." Countries themselves should not be accountable for violations in their 
current bill, but prisons should be held accountable. A third party organization should be made in order to 
judge if a prison is doing a wrong thing, and the organization should have right to punish the prison with fines 
or alter the prison's execution. Solitary confinement should be allowed to an extent, since their are medical 
reasons to show isolation for long periods of times have negative psychological effects and is not good for 
prisoners mental health when rehabilitating back into societies. Short term isolation should be allowed to those 
who misbehave or violate any laws. Tho, regulations are needed to limit the amount of time a prisoner may be 
in isolation, which Bosnia and Herzegovina already have a 20 to 30 day limit on isolation. 
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Bosnia has made advancements to eliminate child labor however child labor is still a major issue in Bosnia. 
Approximately 8.9% of children between the ages of 5 and 14 are working and 10.6% of children between the 
age of 7 and 14 combine both work and school. Bosnia has tried to eliminate the worst forms of child labor by 
providing training on child begging to several judges and prosecutors and also providing to law enforcement to 
reduce child trafficking. The minimum age protection also doesn’t apply to children who are self employed or 
are part of family businesses. Bosnia supports any measures to improve child labor laws and eliminate any 
need for children in workplaces. Bosnia is also trying to improve working conditions for people and are 
constantly trying to pass new legislation that helps workers. A new Labour Act that was passed in 2015 helped 
institute more benefits for laborers. This new act decreased overtime pay, increased annual vacations, and 
fixed term employment. Bosnia has no stance on cheap labor. 
Sources 
https://ec.europa.eu/epale/en/resource-centre/content/key-features-education-system-bosnia-and-
herzegovina https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/bosnia-and-herzegovina/Education-System 
https://www.history.com/topics/1960s/great-society Prisons and Prison Systems: A Global Encyclopedia By 
Mitchel P. Roth https://www.coe.int/en/web/criminal-law-coop/-/prison-reform-in-bosnia-and-herzegovina-
the-key-element-in-the-criminal-justice-system https://www.penalreform.org/priorities/prison-conditions/key-
facts/solitary-confinement/ https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=c268a6dd-84e2-4053-8a4d-
bb99b16330c7 https://advokat-prnjavorac.com/lawoffice/labour_law.html 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/bosnia-and-herzegovina 
Entry:56



General Assembly Position Statement 

Brazil 
Delegates: Shaw Corcoran, Pierson Murray 
School: Lakeshore High School 
Brazil’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Brazil has one of the largest amounts of adults without upper secondary education and one of the highest 
income inequalities of all OECD and partner nations. The level of upper secondary attainment and tertiary 
attainment among 25-34 year-olds is one of the lowest compared to nations with a similar development index, 
with 63.5 % and 16.6 % respectively in 2017. This means that it can be hard for a citizen of Brazil to receive 
the education that they want. It is important to raise Brazil's attainment rates in order to gain more skilled 
people in the workforce and into jobs that have high skill ceilings. Brazil therefore is for legislation that make 
this process easier.  
Brazil’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Brazil currently has the world's fourth largest detainment rates. This problem is caused by two related trends: 
pre-trial detainment and frequent drug possession arrests despite the fact that legislation from 2006 legalized 
possession of small amount of marijuana for personal use. The first issue is illustrated well by the fact that 
almost 40% of detained persons are awaiting trial. This is not helped by a lackluster public defender system. As 
most defendants cannot afford their own private attorney they are appointed one but demand far outweighs 
demand. In Rio 90% of criminal defense cases are handled by public attorneys but 72% of other counties lack 
the resources. There has been legislation put in place in an attempt to help with the prison crisis but it has had 
little effect. Outside legislation on this issue would be greatly appreciated. 
Brazil’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Child labor is a massive problem in Brazil, as nearly 80,000 children between 5-9 were working in 2015 alone. 
Nearly three million children and adolescents in Brazil are denied their right to childhood and education, 
according to a study by the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE). Underage workers account 
for 5% of the population aged between 5 and 17, and this number has been slowly increasing since 2013. 
Although Brazil has legislation in its constitution against adolescents working under 16, this law is mostly 
ignored and not enforced. Brazil's cheap labor problem above 17 is not nearly as bad as below 17, however 
legislation against this practice is very appreciated. 
Sources 
http://gpseducation.oecd.org/CountryProfile?primaryCountry=BRA&treshold=10&topic=EO    
https://www.wola.org/analysis/brazilian-prison-system-challenges-prospects-reform/  
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/e3f2/36fb37a4e26e3e5a1ab55956f4b56eac63e1.pdf#page=70  
http://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/direitos-humanos/noticia/2017-06/labor-among-children-aged-5-9-
increased-brazil 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Cambodia 
Delegates: Gregory White, Andy Nguyen 
School: Alexandria Senior High 
Cambodia’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
We believe that higher education should be paid for by individuals except for in extreme cases.  
Cambodia’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Prison's are necessary to maintain order and social stability. 
Cambodia’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Children should be able to work if they choose to. 
Sources 
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/ministry-bans-buying-selling-antibiotics-without-prescription 
 
Entry:55



General Assembly Position Statement 

Canada 
Delegates: Jillian Augustine, Alexis Harvey 
School: St. Joseph’s Academy 
Canada’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Justin Trudeau’s election had a great impact on higher education.  He was quoted saying, “I further believe that 
guaranteeing Canadians access to affordable, high quality, lifelong education is the single most important 
policy goal to strive toward.”  Canada’s education system constantly is under constant reassessment, 
evaluation and criticism.  The government believes that higher education should be accessible for all people. 
Canada would have every child around the world in school until at least the age of 16, and all of them would be 
pushed to strive toward higher education. In addition, Canada believes higher education should be within 
realistic reach of every child.  
Canada’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Canada takes a “tough on crime” approach and believe that crimes should be punished by harsh penalties and 
tough prison regimes. Canada has many citizens in prison, about 139 incarcerated adults for every 100,000 
citizens and 5 children for every 10,000 citizens. Although many Canadians are incarcerated, the amount of 
the total population incarcerated in Canada is not an outstanding number, especially when taking into account 
that its neighboring country, the United States, is the world’s number one incarcerator. However, Prison 
conditions are almost always terrible. Prisoners give up almost all of their rights, including, recently the 
controversial right to complain. In addition, Canadian incarceration is much more focused on punishment than 
rehabilitation. If it were up to Canada, prisoners would simply continue to be incarcerated. In Canada’s opinion, 
the global prison crisis isn’t really a crisis. 
Canada’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Child labor is clearly defined in Canada.  It is defined as child under the age of 16 cannot hold regular 
employment.  Their views have changed drastically since the 18th century where it                                                                          
was believed children should contribute to the family economy. Today, children are allowed to have jobs; 
however, children under the age of 16 have a limited work time and must still go to school. If it were up to 
Canada, no child under the age of 16 would have a full time job, and in addition to that they would make the 
same amount of money as an adult for the same amount of work. 
Sources 
http://publications.gc.ca/Collection-R/LoPBdP/BP/bp386-e.htm 
https://news.vice.com/en_ca/article/a3j5xe/canadas-prison-guard-warn-of-jail-crisis 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-
reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/child-labour 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Central African Republic 
Delegates: Joseph Delaney, Karolyn Patrick 
School: Southern University Laboratory School 
Central African Republic’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The Central African Republic has little to almost no access to higher education. The only higher education 
institution is the University of Bangui, established in 1969. The rate of adult literacy in Central Africa is 
36.75%. The literacy rate for men is 50.71%, while the number in women's literacy is 24.36%. The literacy rate 
in the Central African Republic is very low compared to other countries. The Central African Republic will thus 
benefit from access to higher education. The International Organization for Higher Education can economically 
benefit countries. Overall living expenses will bring additional modest earnings for international students. In 
the long term, international students can add highly qualified workers to the domestic pool and thus help to 
strengthen the knowledge economy in the home. For countries with demographic changes, negative population 
trends, and a growing shortage of capacity with no access to higher education is particularly relevant.  
Central African Republic’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Previously, the conditions in prison were rudimentary, harsh, life-threatening and substantially below 
international standards. The Central African Republic had insufficient basic necessities, including food, clothing, 
and medicine. The Central African Republic is no longer trying to damage our country. This is why we are in 
favor of reducing the worldwide incarceration rates which are currently over 10 million people and continue to 
grow. 
Central African Republic’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In 2017, The Central African Republic made advancements to eliminate the worst of child labors. The CAF 
government appointed several members to the Special Criminal Court, which investigates serious human rights 
abuses including the use of children in armed conflict; created a coordinating group for the Rapid Intervention 
and Repression of Sexual Violence; An estimated 1.4 million children lacked access to education as a result of 
ongoing instability, and limited resources hampered the government’s implementation of policies and programs 
to address child labor. The Displaced children work in extreme heat in the fields for longer hours, harvesting 
peanuts and cassava and collecting items sold on markets such as mushrooms, hay, firewood, and caterpillars. 
Displaced children were also forced to work as porters carrying stolen bandits ' goods. Children, including 
displaced children, were recruited into the armed forces as child soldiers by rebel groups, self-defense militias, 
and government forces. 
Sources 
https://www.worldwildlife.org/ecoregions/at0126 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13150040 
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=central-african-republic 
https://www.c-r.org/where-we-work/east-and-central-africa/history-central-african-republic-conflict-0 
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?Query=(%20@Symbol=%20wt/tpr*%20or%20pre
ss/tprb/*%20)%20and%20(%20@Title=%20central%20african%20republic%20)&Language=ENGLISH&Context=
FomerScriptedSearch&languageUIChanged=true# http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/central-
african-republic-population/ https://www.indexmundi.com/central_african_republic/death_rate.html 
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/blog/2018/06/item-benefits-internationalisation-higher-education 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Chile 
Delegates: Milan Mardia,   
School: Jesuit High School 
Chile’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
A new system is established including higher requirements to the creation and functioning of higher education 
institutions (IES). The objective is to guarantee the social rights, inclusion, and non-arbitrary discrimination, 
quality, learning freedom, diversity, autonomy, participation, transparency, respect, promotion of Human Rights 
and contribution to the knowledge production and transference to communities. Within this framework a 
National Higher Education System, New Qualification Framework is proposed, as well as a new system of 
official recognition of the Higher Education Institutions (IES), and the effective profit prohibition. The Ministry 
of Education, Adriana Delpiano has decided to convene outstanding professionals dedicated to elaborate public 
policies to create the Higher Education Reform Advisory Council.  This department´s goal is to cooperate in the 
construction of a new policy for Higher Education and participate with its observations to the creation of this 
law.  
Chile’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
In December 2009 there were approximately 50,000 prisoners in prisons designed to hold 33,000 inmates. 
Prisons in the Santiago Metropolitan Region were at nearly double capacity.[1] The 2006 Diego Portales 
University School of Law study on prison conditions reiterated that prison services such as health care 
remained substandard. Prison food meets minimal nutritional needs, and prisoners can supplement their diets 
by buying food. Those with sufficient funds often can "rent" space in a better wing of the prison.[2] In terms of 
policy recommendations, increasing program access and program coverage is a reasonable way to decrease 
oppressive conditions for inmates (and to promote rehabilitation as well); currently, program access is limited 
and viewed as a privilege, based on an inmate’s behavior rather than a right. In addition, our findings suggest 
that improving the training of prison personnel should be a priority for the Chilean prison system over the next 
few years, given the significant proportion of surveyed inmates who complained about mistreatment toward 
themselves or their relatives. In the third place, our results encourage conducting further assessments to 
monitor each facility’s progress in the country, perhaps starting with those that reported the highest values in 
the oppressive index. Future research may examine the possible links between prison conditions and 
environments and future chances of recidivism, after controlling for possible individual and/or  neighborhood 
cofounding variables. 
Chile’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In 2017, Chile made a moderate advancement in efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. In 2017, 
the government updated its list of hazardous occupations prohibited for children and trained labor inspectors 
on the updated list; developed a labor inspection manual that includes specific instructions on how to conduct 
child labor inspections; and released a National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights to address human 
rights issues in supply chains. However, children in Chile engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in 
commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as a result of human trafficking. Children also perform dangerous 
tasks in agriculture. Although the government made meaningful efforts in all relevant areas during the 
reporting period, prohibitions related to forced labor do not meet international standards. In addition, there is 
a lack of publicly available enforcement information, including the number of criminal violations and 
prosecutions related to the worst forms of child labor. Chile has a bad child labor situation even though they 
signed all of the international labor laws. The problem is their terrible enforcement. 
Sources 
https://www.u-planner.com/blog/tips-to-understand-the-chilean-higher-education-reform  Report on Human 
Rights Practices 2006: Chile. United States Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor (March 6, 2007). 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/316267418_First_Survey_on_Prison_Life_in_Chile_a_social-
work_call_for_prison_reform https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/chile 
https://www.dol.gov/sites/default/files/images/ilab/child-labor/Chile.pdf 
 
Entry:38



General Assembly Position Statement 

China 
Delegates: Brennan Cascio, Nicole Mann 
School: St. Joseph's Academy 
China’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The People's Republic of China is supportive of Access to Higher Education. China has one of the largest 
systems of Higher Education in the world. China encourages students to work towards higher education 
through intense tutoring and prep towards Gaokao, which is an exam to determine what higher education 
universities students will go to--sometimes determining whether or not they will get a blue-collar or white-
collar job after college. Our country has been expanding the amount of people allowed into Higher Education 
but at the expense of more students having to pay for their tuition. Even though China supports this, we only 
spend 2.7% of our GDP on education which is less than half of what the United Nations recommends.  
China’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The People's Republic of China takes pride in our Prison systems. While some prisons are overpopulated, we 
are aiding those imprisoned there by providing digital ways to communicate with families, to shop, and to pay 
for medical expenses through the Alipay software. This has already come to fruition in the Beijing Prison. We 
have the second most incarcerated citizens in the world behind the United States of America. For every 
100,000 people in China, 118 of them are in prison. We want to ensure that all our prisoners have holidays 
and weekends off from labor. 
China’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The People's Republic of China is in favor of Child Labor Laws. We are eager to affirm international treaties set 
forth by the United Nations.  We have in place the PRC Labor Law which prohibits the employment of children 
under the age of 16. The most common cause for child labor in China is poverty, especially in the rural regions 
with high unemployment rates. The punishment of employers for child labor is significantly lower if a child is 
hired from outside the employer's providence. We need a more uniform and concrete enforcement of existing 
legislation banning child labor such as increased punishment for employers who break the national legislation. 
Despite the plethora of laws and regulations, child labor is still continuously increasing because the 
punishments for using child labor is simply not enough to outweigh the advantages of using children. 
Sources 
BBC News China.org.cn Central Intelligence Agency World Prison Brief United Nations 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Costa Rica 
Delegates: Megan Butler, Maya Gunaldo 
School: Mandeville High School 
Costa Rica’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Costa Rica wants to improve their public school systems through projects and policy.The Higher Education 
Improvement Project for Costa Rica is to improve access and quality, to increase investments in innovation and 
scientific and technological development, as well as to upgrade institutional management, all in Costa Rica's 
public higher education system.  
Costa Rica’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The prison population exceeded the designed capacity of prisons by 41 percent as of June 2016. Prison 
overcrowding made security and control difficult and contributed to health problems. Poor conditions included 
inadequate space for resting, deteriorated mattresses on the floor, and inadequate access to health services. 
Costa Rica’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In 2017, Costa Rica made a significant advancement in efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. The 
government published analysis of child labor data from the 2016 National Household Survey, approved a 
national plan against the commercial sexual exploitation of children, and increased funding for the labor 
inspectorate. In addition, the Ministry of Labor and Social Security participated in an exchange with the 
Governments of Chile and El Salvador on efforts and experiences related to the prevention and eradication of 
child labor through monitoring systems, interagency coordination, and business partnership. However, children 
in Costa Rica engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes 
as a result of human trafficking. Children also perform dangerous tasks in agriculture. Existing social programs 
are insufficient to reach all child laborers, and resources for the government’s child labor law enforcement 
agencies remain inadequate. Costa Rica has a minimum wage scale revised and published every six months by 
the Ministerio de Trabajo. There are strict laws and penalties protecting employees from getting paid less than 
minimum wage. 
Sources 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/costa-rica 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-
reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf 
http://projects.worldbank.org/P123146/costa-rica-higher-
education?lang=en&tab=procurement&subTab=notices 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Croatia 
Delegates: Katelyn GIbbs, Patrick Oakland 
School: Lakeshore High School 
Croatia’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Yes Croatia attempt to provide equal access to higher education to all minorities we do this by having three 
higher education models A all classes are held in minorities language and script but students have to learn the 
Croatian language. B which is the least used students are taught in Croatian but in different classrooms science 
subjects are taught in Croatian and social subjects are taught in minorities language. C classes are in the 
Croatian language with an extra 2 to 5 classes dedicated to a minorities language and culture. To approach 
higher education costs as of now we are working on low interest loans and scholarships for students facing 
economic hardships also first year students do not pay school fees. We have diversified higher education 
through our A B and C models of our higher education system. Yes everyone can improve on such an important 
system such as ones higher education systems success. The steps we are working on are to lower costs of 
higher education and give all minorities a fair chance to have a good education.  
Croatia’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Croatia does not allow the death penalty. Croatia has a 3228 prison population .7% of prisoners in Croatia or 
minors Croatia has six Penitentiaries and 12 prisons. Solitary confindment is inhumane along with the death 
penalty, and furthermore Croatia will not participate on these acts. Croatia doesn't have a big prison 
population, which in turn does not have a major crisis. We recognise the global crisis though. 
Croatia’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The minimum age in Croatia of employment is 15  if a person is 15 to 18 years old and goes to obligate Tori 
primary school they cannot be employed   full-time working hours cannot exceed 40+ hours a week  at in 
employers request they can get overtime for at most eight hours a week   if you work six hours in a day you 
get at least a 30 minute break These are enforced through the constitution  Croatia's economy is struggling 
very badly and cheap labor only makes it worse. It's hard to sell any product when other countries have 
products made at $.50 an hour. 
Sources 
https://www.prison-insider.com/countryprofile/prisons-croatia-en?s=le-systeme-penitentiaire#le-systeme-
penitentiaire http://croatia.eu/article.php?lang=2&id=31 http://www.mrms.hr/ 
http://www.erf.unizg.hr/stari_web/Documents/CROATIAN_PUNITIVE_SYSTEM.ppt 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Cuba 
Delegates: Madelyn Helm, Noelle DeFee 
School: Saint Joseph's Academy 
Cuba’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Cuban students can attend school at all levels for free. We believe that citizens should have complete access to 
all levels of education despite socioeconomic status or location.  
Cuba’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Cuba believes in strict penalties for law breaking to keep order in society and thus does not see an issue with 
high incarceration rates, but we also believe that prison conditions should be improved. We also believe in 
reforming criminals by allowing them to study, learn a trade, and work for pay. 
Cuba’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Cuba is against child labor and believes that all children should spend their time learning in school rather than 
working. Cuba pays lower wages than some countries but believes in offering citizens free health care, free 
education, and subsidized living expenses. 
Sources 
https://novakdjokovicfoundation.org/education-system-of-cuba-path-to-success/  https://iwpr.net/global-
voices/tough-times-cubas-prisons-0 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-22365244 
https://www.humanium.org/en/cuba/ https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-
world/world/americas/cuba/article89133407.html 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Cyprus 
Delegates: Anil Cacodcar, Emma Gombos 
School: Episcopal School of Acadiana 
Cyprus’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The Cypriot government highly prioritizes its citizens’ education. The country has three public universities and 
five private ones. Tuition for public universities is extremely low and accessible to almost all Cypriot citizens 
and qualifying foreign students. Education is compulsory in Cyprus from ages 5 to 15. The literacy rate for 
Cypriots past compulsory education is 99.1%. Thirty-three percent of Cypriots have post-secondary education, 
one of the highest rates in the region. The Cypriot government fully endorses access to higher education for all 
of its citizens, regardless of sex, class, or ethnicity. Currently, almost twenty-five percent of Cypriot 
universities’ students are foreign; the Cypriot education system is quite diverse as a result of attracting foreign 
students with cheap, stable tuitions and high-quality education. Cyprus spends 6.1% of its Gross Domestic 
Product on education, more than every Mediterranean country except Malta. Should the Cypriot government 
decide to enhance the nation’s education system, it can do so through the subsidization of education training 
for teachers and a more diverse curriculum in the arts and advanced sciences.  
Cyprus’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The current prison system in Cyprus is working to combat the issues brought forth during the 2015 United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime meeting. With roughly 80 per 100,000 Cypriots, or about 700 in total, 
incarcerated, Cyprus is working to update and improve the conditions of its prisons, as well as the quality of 
life for those behind bars. Currently, the Ministry of Health provides medical services for our prisoners, as well 
as adequate healthcare staff. Additionally, the state launched a drug treatment program to reduce the use of 
opioids in prisons and also to help provide counseling and treatment for frequent substance abusers; the 
reform also addresses prison overcrowding. Cyprus currently has relatively overcrowded prisons, bringing 
about problems between both the prisoners and the guards. Cypriot authorities acknowledge the situation and 
are currently taking action to prevent abuse of power by staff and inter-prisoner violence through staff 
professionalism. Additionally, construction is underway to increase the span of the facilities. Cyprus believes 
that certain repercussions should be in place for countries who violate the current bill on prison conduct. To 
combat these issues, Cyprus proposes a multi-step plan, which would target everything from the cleanliness of 
prisons to the health and welfare of those incarcerated. With regards to solitary confinement, Cyprus is taking 
steps to protect prisoners in confinement; after several reports of death by suicide of prisoners in 
confinement, the government is implementing a plan to ensure the safety and mental stability of prisoners in 
confinement. As of 2013, the government has permitted independent monitoring of prisoners in confinement, 
hoping to keep better track of the mental health of prisoners. 
Cyprus’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
It is the responsibility of the Cypriot delegation to deal with violations of fair labor and cheap labor as a human 
rights issue. The Cypriot government protects workers under the age of 18 from signing long-term contracts 
with businesses in order to prevent contract slavery. Labor laws are currently not well-enforced in Cyprus and 
thus require additional assistance through a physical presence: a designated labor law enforcement service. 
Currently, there is no universal minimum wage in Cyprus; however, nurses’ assistants, clerks, hairdressers, and 
nursery assistants have a minimum wage of €870 per month. The minimum wage for these professions is 
raised to €924 after six months of work. Although cheap labor does not have an overpowering effect on the 
Cypriot economy due to its stable purchasing power with respect to the average Cypriot salary, many countries 
with higher wages suffer from cheap labor because companies seek jobs elsewhere in the world. Access to 
cheap labor is redirecting production to poorer parts of the world that have little to no regard for working 
conditions and fair salaries. This, in turn, sparks a humanitarian crisis in which millions of workers in the 
underdeveloped areas of the world are being exploited for manual labor in mass production. Regarding slavery, 
Cyprus has a serious problem. Over 4,200 of its residents are considered slaves. There are more Cypriot slaves 
than Cypriot prisoners. To combat slavery and the unfair labor, it is in the best interest of Cyprus to institute 
fair overtime pay standards in order to prevent overworking of employees under long-term contracts. The 
Cypriot delegation is in full support of any regulations to combat human trafficking, slavery, and unfair labor 
through physical police presence and legal reform in order to protect the welfare of the Cypriot people. 

Sources 
https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/01/14/higher-education-has-governments-full-support-says-president/  
http://www.highereducation.ac.cy/en/educational-system.html  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-
world-factbook/geos/cy.html  https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-0-387-73317-3_38  



http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/cyprus-republic  http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/countries/drug-
reports/2018/cyprus/drug-use-and-responses-prison_en  
https://search.coe.int/directorate_of_communications/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016807bfb05  
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/220477.pdf  https://iclg.com/practice-areas/employment-and-
labour-laws-and-regulations/cyprus  https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/2018/data/country-data/cyprus/ 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Czech Republic 
Delegates: Jailen Rhine,   
School: Captain Shreve 
Czech Republic’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
In the Czech Republic, the need for higher education goes all the way back to medieval times. In 1348, the 
Czech king, Charles IV was responsible for creating the first university in what is now the Czech Republic. 
Czech scholar, John Amos Comenius set the stage for lifelong learning. Universities that focused on technology 
and the arts started appearing in the 18th and 19th centuries. During WWII, the country's focus was on the 
war and as a result, educational opportunities fell by the wayside. However, after WWII, the government set up 
initiatives that promoted higher educational opportunities. In 1989, educational resources began to improve as 
international associates were renewed along with the advancement of the sciences. Soon regional and private 
educational institutions became more widely available. Today, there are approximately 380,000 students are 
enrolled in public universities.  
Czech Republic’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The Czech Republic has a strong stance on the Global Prison Crisis. We believe that steps must be taken to 
reduce the number of inmates worldwide. Currently, the population of inmates in the Czech Republic is 
approximately 22,000. Torture and other inhumane practices have been outlawed in the Czech Republic, 
including the death penalty. In 2013, Prison Overcrowding was a problem. It was found, by the Ministry of 
Justice that in some prisons, prisoners had limited access to hot water. This created a sanitation problem. As a 
result, steps were taken to fix this situation. The Czech Republic believes that criminals are humans and are 
entitled to basic human rights and services. 
Czech Republic’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In the Czech, Republic, the general civil code created two types of contracts in 1811. The service contract and 
the on work contract. An amendment to this code that was adopted in 1916 made provisions for labor 
protection. Labor relations is controlled by written labor law. Labor code is based on the principle that what 
isn’t permitted by law is prohibited. Parties can’t agree on anything that the law doesn’t permit. Amendments 
aided in changing the labor laws in case certain situations arise. The Czech Republic believes that only adults of 
age should be allowed to work. Children have the right to a life that does not require forced labor. As a result, 
the Czech Republic has taken steps to ensure that children will not be forced to work. 
Sources 
“On the Waves of Innovation: Higher Education in the Czech Republic.” EAIE, EAIE, 18 June 2014, 
www.eaie.org/blog/higher-education-in-cz.html.  “Prisons in Czech Republic.” Prison Insider, Prison Insider, 
Mar. 2018, www.prison-insider.com/en/countryprofile/rep-tch-2018.  kubinkova, Marcle. “ILO.” World Day for 
Safety and Health at Work 2013: Case Study: Karoshi: Death from Overwork, Labour Law Observatory, 
www.ilo.org/ifpdial/information-resources/national-labour-law-profiles/WCMS_158893/lang--en/index.htm.  
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/265624.pdf 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Ethiopia 
Delegates: Anna Cattar, Lucy Silvernman 
School: The Louisiana School for Math, Science and Art 
Ethiopia’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Ethiopia requires primary education through the age of fourteen. This education is free because Ethiopia values 
primary learning but cannot afford to fund more than this level. Germany has helped Ethiopia to develop the 
Ethiopia Institute for Higher Learning, which helps higher universities provide education equally to people of all 
economic backgrounds and to minorities. Resulting, in the last 20 years, there has been an extreme growth in 
the number of public universities and in access to higher education, but the country still faces issues with lack 
of instructors facing too many students, which leads to a lower quality of education. Between the 2000-2001 
school year and the 2007-2008 school year, the number of undergraduate students nearly quadrupled while 
the number of instructors only doubled. There is also a lack of infrastructure, internet, and power. In order to 
accelerate the growth of Ethiopia’s higher education system to meet the demand of the growing population, 
Ethiopia seeks to partner with several highly developed countries, including the United States of America, 
France, and the United Kingdom, to provide more funds and teachers with higher levels of education. These 
partnerships will provide jobs for citizens of the more developed countries, will strengthen the relations 
between Ethiopia and these countries, and will lead Ethiopia to quicker economic and social prosperity.  
Ethiopia’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
In the summer of 2018 reports were released detailing systematic torture in Ethiopian prisons including the 
prison in the capital of the Somalia region. The prime minister inaugurated in April of 2018 declared that 
floggings, inflictions of injuries, and isolation in prisons are acts of terrorism. The prime minister has moved 
forward in his term with intentions to reform prisons.  The autonomy of Ethiopia’s regions and the individual 
region’s low priority for prison reform, mean that federalized and standard prison policies must be enacted. 
Ethiopia agrees that the United Nation’s prison reform bill is still applicable, but needs changes to include 
repercussions for countries who do not continue to make progress towards more humane prison systems. 
Ethiopia suggests that upon the UN’s discovery of a country with inhumane prisons the country shall be given 
six months to turn in a detailed plan to allocate funds and improve its system. If the country fails to turn in 
said plan or follow through with it they should be suspended from the General Assembly for one year or until 
they complete their previous obligation. Currently, Ethiopia believes that better trained and screened prison 
guards are Ethiopian Prisoners best hope of rehabilitation. With few well-trained guards, many Ethiopian 
prisoners are subjected to rape, violence, and torture. 
Ethiopia’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In order to prevent child labor Ethiopia seeks to require education through the secondary second cycle (high 
school) or age 18 for Ethiopian students. Until the funds for this required education are allocated, the 
Ethiopian government has trained 110 labor inspectors to disperse through the country and investigate child 
labor. Child labor investigators and rigorous child labor laws are produced by Ethiopia, but there are no 
inspectors authorized to assess penalties, so consequences for child labor breaches are uncommon. The 
Ethiopian general labor laws have managed to abolish monopolies, ensure severance payment, provide paid 
leave, legalized labor unions, and establish a maximum amount of working hours. Ethiopia shows promising 
economic growth, but the poor education system has allowed widespread cheap labor putting a drag on 
economic growth. The cheap labor attracts foreign textiles and factories that do not allow   Ethiopian citizens. 
This prevents these Ethiopians from gaining higher incomes and boosting the national economy. It also 
introduces conflicts such as hazardous working conditions. Ethiopia seeks to establish a national minimum 
wage to prevent foreign factories and textiles from keeping Ethiopian citizens in poverty through low wages. 
Sources 
http://www.aau.edu.et/blog/ethiopian-institute-for-higher-education/  https://wenr.wes.org/2018/11/education-in-ethiopia  
https://wenr.wes.org/2011/06/wenr-june-2011-practical-information  http://www.imuna.org/resources/country-profiles/ethiopia  
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2859.htm  https://www.unodc.org/easternafrica/en/Stories/revamping-the-role-of-prison-guards-in-
ethiopia.html  https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/ethiopia-fires-prison-officials-for-human-rights-
abuses/2018/07/05/aff0c180-801c-11e8-b0ef-fffcabeff946_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.b9183c67ee45  
http://www.un.org/en/ga/  https://www.ilo.org/ifpdial/information-resources/national-labour-law-profiles/WCMS_158894/lang--
en/index.htm  https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/ethiopia  
http://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/when-it-comes-to-low-cost-labor-is-ethiopia-the-new-china/  https://www.minimum-
wage.org/international/ethiopia 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Finland 
Delegates: Elizabeth Cox, Liliana Gier 
School: Mandeville High School 
Finland’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Providing access to higher education is a main priority in Finland. Drop out rates for university and high-school 
level educations are both under 8% and have remained that way since 2005. 66% of Finnish students attend 
college. Certain universities in Finland offer tuition-free higher education to students coming from EU/EEA 
countries. This allows equal opportunities to be given to citizens of all classes.  
Finland’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Finland’s prisons inhabit fewer citizens than any other country in the European Union. The prison population 
rate in Finland is 51 per 100,000 citizens. The official capacity of Finland’s prison system in September, 2018 
was 2,895 inhabitants. Finland’s prisons are 91.3% occupied. Solitary confinement is used as punishment and 
cannot last for more than 20 days. Finland makes a strong effort to allow former prisoners to rejoin society 
and be given equal rights. 
Finland’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Finland does not have a universal minimum wage. Workers who are unable to attend their jobs are entitled to a 
paid sick leave. Employees must be given rest periods of 11 hours daily, and 35 hours weekly. Foreigners 
coming to work in Finland are required to have accidental insurance. Penalties on failure to comply to Finland’s 
labor laws can be extreme. Under the 2014 Forced Labor Protocol, Finland requires states to prevent forced 
labor, and protect citizens against forced labor. Cheap labor globally targets those in poverty and those with 
few job opportunities. In order to drastically reduce the amount of citizens who partake in forced labor, people 
need to be given equal opportunities to education. Finland’s free public education system and strict labor laws 
have kept unemployment rates and forced labor activity extremely low. 
Sources 
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/finland https://www.mastersportal.com/articles/1042/tuition-free-
universities-in-finland-norway-and-germany-in-2019.html http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/finland 
https://www.pri.org/stories/2015-04-15/finlands-open-prisons-inmates-have-
keyshttps://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=b03caa90-2830-4194-a967-6cceaa561e7e 
http://www.ilo.org/ifpdial/information-resources/national-labour-law-profiles/WCMS_158896/lang--
en/index.htm https://www.expat-finland.com/employment/wages_conditions.html 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

France 
Delegates: Laura Chen, Lucy He 
School: Haynes Academy 
France’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Higher Education in France is categorized into three levels- Bachelor’s Degree, Doctorate Degrees, and 
Master’s Degree. It is also funded by the state, making tuition costs very low for students, and many students 
have the opportunity to apply for scholarships. Therefore, we support any proposal that advocates for lower 
tuition or providing more funds to the state for the education division. Generally, universities are open to all 
students who have passed their academic qualification to graduate high school, known as the baccalaureat. It 
is the main diploma that is required to pursue university studies or higher education.The grandes ecoles 
represent part of a higher education and are usually regarded as elite and very exclusive, accepting 100 to 
300 graduates a year for specific fields such as engineering or business. These prestigious institutions 
represent upper levels of the private and public sectors of French education and are taught by professionally 
trained staff, and students usually take up to two years of preparatory classes to be admitted. Specific courses 
such as science or business will require a corresponding academic assessment for public universities. France 
does value higher education and believes that access to it benefits the society and is working on bettering it to 
become more inclusive than the education system in place now.  
France’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Currently France’s total prison population has reached about 70,000 at a rate of 104 per 100,00 people. The 
population has risen steadily over the years peaking recently in 2016. The most prevalent issue now with the 
prison system is overcrowding, especially in the detention center division with a rate of 116.6%. Most of the 
overcrowding does occur in short-stay prisons where people sentences are awaiting trial and people who were 
sentences. The overcrowding has led to understaffed care including doctors and nurses for those ill. Inmates 
suffering from mental illnesses living in solitary confinement cannot access care from medical staff or any form 
of care, so France will stand in proposition for any proposal to expand prisons to reduce overcrowding as well 
as any proposals advocating for employing more medical staff, especially in the mental illness subdivision. 
France’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The general length of a work week is 35 hours for all companies, and each day may not exceed 10 hours. 
Breaks of a minimum of 20 minutes must be granted to workers at least every 6 hours, and employees must 
have at least 11 consecutive resting hours. Termination of employment must include severance pay and notice 
periods. All workers are guaranteed the right to strike, paid holidays, and health and safety, and employees and 
employers are held accountable for any violations, including overworking without pay or harassment of any 
kind. Also, the minimum age for children to work is 16 besides any light work or apprenticeships, and minors 
who work may not work for more than 7 hours a day or 35 hours a week. France’s labor laws are generally very 
protective of employees, especially children, and aim to create a healthy, friendly environmental workplace. We 
will support any proposal that strives to create this kind of workplace or aims to benefit employees in any way. 
Sources 
https://www.britannica.com/place/France/Education#ref41174 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_France https://about-france.com/higher-education-system.htm 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prison_conditions_in_France 
https://www.humanityinaction.org/knowledgebase/368-prison-reform-addressing-overcrowding-in-french-
prisons https://www.expatica.com/fr/employment/employment-law/french-labour-laws-working-time-and-
leave-104533/ https://content.next.westlaw.com/0-503-
0054?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&__lrTS=20190114135536330&firstPage=true&bhcp=
1 
 
Entry:45



General Assembly Position Statement 

Germany 
Delegates: Andrew Meche,   
School: Baton Rouge Magnet High School 
Germany’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Germany is a very strong believer in the availability for students to be able to have access to higher education. 
The German nation seeks to help establish the availability of other nations and those of the other nations to 
seek out higher education in the form of college or universities. The German state has succeeded in providing 
tuition-free or very close to free-tuition for all students who wish to attend German universities and colleges. 
We would like to extend a hand towards the states of the world who need help in addressing the issue of 
higher education, developing the higher education institutions within those states to promote a greater well-
being for all.  
Germany’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Germany has taken a strong stance towards helping itself and the rest of the world with the United Nations to 
deal with the growing Global Prison Crisis. As such, the German nation has taken actions towards reducing the 
number of prisoners in its system and providing means to rehabilitate prisoners rather than punishment. In 
fact, the number of those defendants who were convicted have decreased from 897,631 in 2007 to 716,044 
in 2017 (source 2). The crime rate of Germany has decreased extensively in violent crime, political-oriented 
crime, and theft; and the crime rate is at its lowest since 1992 (source 3). German prisons have a focus upon 
rehabilitating prisoners rather than punishment. 
Germany’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Germany is very strongly in support of Child Labor Laws (source 6). Germany has a long tradition of supporting 
child labor laws. In the Kingdom of Prussia, the kingdom that preceded the German Empire and thus the modern 
German state, there was an extensive law passed in 1839 that restricted labor under the age of nine years old 
and restricted working hours for ages 9 through 16 within the industrial sector (source 5). Germany has played 
an active role in the aiding of establishing child labor laws and supporting them (source 6). 
Sources 
1.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_Germany 2.   https://wenr.wes.org/2016/11/education-in-
germany 3. 
https://www.destatis.de/EN/FactsFigures/SocietyState/Justice/Tables_/DefendantsConvictedByFinalJudgment.ht
ml 4.  https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/pressemitteilungen/EN/2018/police-statistics-on-crime-
2017.html 5.   https://socialhistoryportal.org/news/articles/110056 6. https://www.loc.gov/law/help/child-
rights/germany.php 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Greece 
Delegates: Thomas Hayth, Joshua Quarterman 
School: Lakeshore High School 
Greece’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
As Greece has adopted the international model for higher education suggested by UNESCO, they currently have 
both Universities and non-university upper education institutions. Greece has 18 universities, 12 Technological 
Educational Institutions, and 61 Higher Professional Schools. Women are equally represented in higher 
education but are varied by field. We have recently had budget cuts and currently spend €545 per student.  
Greece’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Currently, there are 10,409 people in prison in Greece. Per 100,000 citizens 97 are in prison. Greece's prisons 
are overpopulated as there are 10,409 people in prison while there is only a 9,935 person capacity. This 
means Greece's prison system is at 10.8 percent occupancy. 
Greece’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Child labor in Greece is currently decreasing despite our economic crisis. In addition to this, the percent of 
minors in the workforce in 2013 was only 1.4 percent. In Greece, there are not many industries or mass 
production facilities so most child laborers work on farms. One of the biggest reasons for child labor in Greece 
is the economic crisis this causes 19.7 percent of children to go without their basic needs causing them to 
work to help provide for their family. 
Sources 
http://education.stateuniversity.com/pages/546/Greece-HIGHER-EDUCATION.html 
http://www.euroeducation.net/prof/greeco.htm http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/greece 
https://greece.greekreporter.com/2017/06/12/child-labor-in-greece-decreases-despite-crisis/ 
https://www.humanium.org/en/greece/ 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Guinea 
Delegates: Kayla Sabadie, Crystal Olson 
School: St. Joseph's Academy 
Guinea’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Higher education in Guinea resembles that of the French system; it has multiple universities and research 
institutes. Guinea’s Strategic Poverty Reduction Document (DSRP) refers to education as a priority. It continues 
to work towards achieving universal, primary education, improving the quality of teaching and learning, 
developing better programs and higher education levels, and more. In recent years, Guinea’s progress 
particularly to access to higher education has increased dramatically and has become more efficient. Guinea’s 
transitional Education Sector Plan (extended until 2018), includes a variety of goals set to improve education. 
These goals include developing inclusive handicapped schools for children, encouraging girl’s enrollment, 
improving access to college and higher education for all children, and restructuring the academics of major 
institutions to better accommodate growing enrollment in higher education. In regards to the United Nations, 
Guinea would like to see resolutions involving developing systems that will improve and align the education 
system and both its quantity and quality within Guinea’s economy. Analysis and assistance of the higher 
education system would also be supported.  
Guinea’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
As of 2017, approximately 3,200 people total in Guinea are imprisoned. Per 100,000 of the national 
population, the prison population rate in Guinea is 25, and prison population has decreased in Guinea in the 
recent years. Guinean prisons operate below international standards and are subject to serious overcrowding 
and weak management. Les Mêmes Droits Pours Tous (MDT) is a human rights organization in Guinea focusing 
on the rights of prisoners in Maison Centrale. Maison Centrale is located in the capital city of Conakry and is 
Guinea’s largest prison. The MDT survey the prison population and basic human rights conditions, but what 
they found reveal the rights of prisoners in this prison are often denied and results in unlawful detentions and 
violence by authorities as well as the prison being extremely overcrowded. The Red Cross has aided to better 
these prison conditions (especially in Guinea) by renovating safer rooms specially for women, mending rooves 
and latrines, installing windows to help with heat and improve the detainees’ well-being. The government of 
Guinea along with the help of these types of organizations are working towards rehabilitating these prisons 
and conditions. Guinea would support resolutions that would also help towards rehabilitation in prisons and 
improving these conditions. 
Guinea’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Guinea made moderate advancements as of 2017 towards eliminating forms of child labor and adopted a new 
plan to include activities to combat child labor. However, the worst forms of child labor are still going on in 
Guinea, including mining and forced begging as well as dangerous tasks in agriculture. Guinea’s government 
lacks policy to address these violent forms of child labor and does not adequately enforce child labor laws or 
implement sufficient programs to address the extent of these programs. As of 2017, criminal law enforcement 
agencies in Guinea took actions to combat child labor; these include many investigations as well as training for 
investigators. These investigations proved numerous violations to be found. Addressing child labor in Guinea 
includes some gaps due to the lack of all forms of child labor not being addressed. However, one key 
mechanism the government took was the National Committee for Monitoring, Protection, and Defense of the 
Rights of the Child (CGSDE) to implement government efforts on child protection. However, Guinea has limited 
budgets for these types of committees, affecting its ability to operate and address child labor in all its forms. 
Guinea would support resolutions in regard to child labor that both help to address the violent forms of it and 
help to resolve them while also staying within Guinea’s budget. 
Sources 
Education.stateuniversity.com, https://www.globalpartnership.org/country/guinea, 
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/guinea-republic, https://www.icrc.org/en/document/guinea-building-
better-conditions-prisons, https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/guinea, 
https://elibrary.worldbank.org/doi/abs/10.1596/28054 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Guyana 
Delegates: Jeffrey Eschmann, Jakob Wismar 
School: Haynes Academy 
Guyana’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The republic of Guyana typically relies on its Ministry of Education to oversee government-set standards in the 
school system. All education in Guyana used to be free until the 1990’s, when tertiary schools required tuition 
and most private schools were integrated into the state-funded public system. Guyana’s population is one of 
the most educated in the developing countries of the world. As such, Guyana supports any assistance in 
advancing its educational programs.  
Guyana’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Guyana’s prison institutions are in poor condition and often considered to be unfit to be used. The justice 
system is also flawed by lengthy trial proceeding and allegations of racial discrimination. With the prison 
population gradually increasing in Guyana and allegations on the rise, Guyana would approve of proposals that 
would provide aid for its decaying justice system. 
Guyana’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In Guyana, the Employment of Young Persons and Children Act states the oldest at which a child may work in 
the country and provides some regulations that prevent minors from working in hazardous conditions. Despite 
this act, children as young as 12 are often found working in poor conditions and being exploited. Even with 
amendments to the act, child labor remains a problem in Guyana. Underpaid labor is also a problem in some 
cases due to circumvention of Guyana’s minimum wage laws. Guyana would undoubtedly support proposals that 
would make it easier to enforce or would otherwise complement its standing laws on child labor and overly 
cheap labor. 
Sources 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org https://www.ohchr.org www.prisonstudies.org https://www.dol.gov imuna.org 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Haiti 
Delegates: Emma Marlowe, Catherine Bain 
School: Alexandria Senior High School 
Haiti’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Haiti provides a private higher level of education, but most people cannot afford to go. Some of the schools are 
not even recognized by the state and are considered “private vocational schools”. Most universities cost way 
more than families can afford and the facilities are not worth it. Most of the schools lack electricity and 
running water. Haiti should lower the costs as much as possible in order to make it more affordable; however, 
it would be a struggle either way due to lack of funding. Hopefully, in the future, there will be adequate funding 
to provide a higher education to more people in the area.  
Haiti’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The prison system in Haiti is considered one of the most overfilled prisons in the world. The prison hold more 
than three times its capacity number of inmates in one of the rooms. There are people who have been arrested 
for no reason and who receive no trial. Haiti is guilty of violating the bill and does not provide for the inmates; 
but when there are so many to provide for, it becomes an issue. In some countries, solitary confinement should 
be perfectly fine; however, in Haiti, there may be some inmates who should receive solitary confinement but it 
would be too much of a burden to monitor. 
Haiti’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In the Haitian constitution, there is a right to labor union. The Labor Code of 1984 also provides the employers 
and workers with a relationship with the minister of Social Affairs. All workers are given many benefits and 
forms of protection medically and for other reasons. Most jobs pay maybe $3 per day. It’s reality. Paying 
people that much is not ideal; however, they can live off of it. In this country’s circumstances, that is how much 
pay is and it probably will not change much. In order for it to go up, the country must produce more exports 
and raise the GDP; but for now, that is how much it is. Labor has to be cheap in order to progress. After some 
time with cheap labor, hopefully, the exports will go up and so will the national income leading to labor costs 
going up leading to a more stable economy. 
Sources 
https://www.export.gov/article?id=Haiti-Labor-Policies-and-Practices 
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=104403034 
https://restavekfreedom.org/2017/07/28/haitis-colleges-universities/ 
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/dateline/story/haitis-prison-hell 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Hungary 
Delegates: Adam Guillory, Daylon Daniel 
School: University Lab School 
Hungary’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Every Hungarian citizen has the right to higher education either partially or fully paid for by the Hungarian 
government if the applicants in question were successful enough in lower levels of education. With this, the 
government ensures equal opportunities for students that could have disadvantages in receiving higher 
education including minorities, parents and people with disabilities. Each institution has a maximum capacity of 
students that is limited by the government which changes each year.  
Hungary’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The incarceration rate in the prisons in Hungary is 180 out of every 100,000 people, with the population being 
at around 9.8 million. Total crime rate is at 36.5 and has been increasing in the last couple of years. The 
following are some of the many crimes committed in Hungary including their rates (out of 100,000 people). 
Homicide- 1.38, drug use-2.3%, robberies-31.9, burglaries-442.2, auto theft-73.8, and etc. are some of the 
crimes committed in Hungary. Prison population is currently at 16,947 inmates and is overcrowded, as well. 
The Prison system has around $56,915,600,000 and 310 per 100,000 people to help combat with these 
numbers.   Countries should be held accountable for violating the current bill. The UN really can’t use any force 
to punish countries breaking UN laws, but they can put sanctions on those countries and give them different 
punishments until they fix what they did.  Solitary Confinement should be allowed. The only way for it to work 
is there needs to be regulations put in to make sure everything goes smoothly. For a prisoner to be in solitary 
confinement needs to be approved by the board of directors or higher ups. If a prisoner is to be put in solitary 
confinement it has to be appropriate and necessary for the individual. Once the prisoner is released from being 
confined in solitary they have a medical and mental checkup to make sure nothing happened to the inmate. Also 
if an inmate is confined toward the end of there sentence they need to be able to interact with other inmates 
before their sentence ends, so they won’t be mentally affected by what they went through. 
Hungary’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
As part of Hungary’s labor code, seen in Chapter V, section 34, part 2, ‘workers must be at least sixteen years 
of age. By way of derogation from the above, any person of at least fifteen years of age receiving full-time 
school education may enter into an employment relationship during school holidays.’ Therefore, it is obvious 
that the government of Hungary is against the use of and the institution of child Labor and fights against it in 
its own country and internationally. As for Cheap labor, while Hungary has recently implemented a new law 
which has drastically extended the capability for overtime hours, it does have a minimum wage companies must 
adhere to as well as a multitude of statements in its labor code that benefit both the employee and the 
employer. 
Sources 
“Hungary vs United States Crime Stats Compared.” NationMaster.com, NationMaster, 
www.nationmaster.com/country-info/compare/Hungary/United-States/Crime#.  Iulia.lazar. “United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime.” Integrity in the Criminal Justice System, www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-
prison-reform/prison-reform-and-alternatives-to-imprisonment.html. “Prisons in Hungary.” Prison Insider, 
www.prison-insider.com/countryprofile/prisons-hungary. Csorjan, Balazs. “The Hungarian Labor Code.” LinkedIn 
SlideShare, 9 Apr. 2013, www.slideshare.net/csorjan/the-hungarian-labor-code.  “Hungary Higher Education 
System.” Masters / Bachelors Programs Search, 2014, www.euroeducation.net/prof/hungarco.htm.  “UNBISnet.” 
United Nations, United Nations, 
unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=15L74364M5214.82196&profile=voting&uri=full&ri=4&aspect=
power&menu=search&source=~!horizon.  “Hungary 'Slave Labour' Law Sparks Protest on Parliament Steps.” BBC 
News, BBC, 13 Dec. 2018, www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46551904. 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Iceland 
Delegates: Anna Sloan, Athens Cai 
School: Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts 
Iceland’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The government of Iceland believes that higher education is an integral part of furthering one’s self and that 
everyone should be able to access it despite financial standing. In May of 1992, the Icelandic Student Loan 
Fund Act was enacted to aid students with their tuition and housing, so they will not have to worry about their 
finances or end their journey in academia. Iceland is among the top 10 countries in the world who spend the 
most of their GDP on education. In 2010, the Icelandic government spent 8.3% of their GDP, roughly 
$106,000,000 USD, on education, 21.5% of that specifically spent on higher education. Not only does Iceland 
think that education is important for its own citizens, but international students can also get free tuition, only 
having to pay a small registration fee. Iceland recognizes that education is important for everyone no matter 
their nationality.  
Iceland’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
In 1997, the United Nations created the United Nations Office of Drug and Crime to is ideally placed to assist 
different countries in addressing the prison crisis by promoting human rights initiatives. This office supports 
the implementation of crime prevention and serves as a place to revise said standards. Iceland, a country that 
highly supports prison reform, houses its largest maximum-security prison with just 87 prisoners. Since 
Iceland’s prisons are so small in number and size, there are upwards of 350 convicted criminals who must wait 
as much as five years to serve their sentence. Although this number is quite large, this shows how dedicated 
Iceland is to upholding certain guidelines and to not overcrowd its prisons. Iceland believes that prisons should 
have certain guidelines, including prisoners’ safety, security, and the cleanliness of the facilities, and that they 
need to abide by these guidelines or certain consequences will ensue. 
Iceland’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
A quarter of Iceland’s children were on payroll last year as the country admires the idea of hard work and 
dedication. There are about 20,000 children on the job market in Iceland including 700 kids under the age of 
12. In addition, children under the age of 13 cannot participate in performances such as movies and theatres 
without the special permission from the Administration of Occupational Safety and Health. The positive aspect 
of having so many children in the workforce is that Iceland’s child labor laws are very strict, well developed, 
and highly enforced. Their laws enforce and restrict places that are too hazardous for children and put certain 
restrictions on how many hours a child can work. As for cheap labor, there is not a government regulated 
minimum wage, but occupations negotiate minimum wage collectively in bargained agreements. This is then 
automatically applied to all employees in that occupation, and not complying with the mutually agreed salary is 
illegal. This protects workers from suffering from cheap labor due to the lack of an official minimum wage. 
Sources 
https://www.lin.is/library/Skrar/Enska/Lög%20um%20LÍN%20%2021%201992%20enskur%20texti.pdf. 
http://www.european-funding-guide.eu/other-financial-assistance/12461-icelandic-loans.  
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/10/these-countries-spend-the-most-on-education/.  
https://www.statice.is/publications/news-archive/public-finance/expenditure-on-education-in-iceland-1998-
2010/.  https://www.student.com/articles/countries-american-students-study-free-europe/.  
https://grapevine.is/mag/articles/2011/09/27/doingtimeiniceland/ https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-
and-prison-reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf.  
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/about-unodc/index.html?ref=menutop.  
https://grapevine.is/news/2018/05/30/one-fourth-of-icelandic-children-on-payroll-last-year/.  
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2003/27842.htm 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Iran 
Delegates: Merek Humphries,   
School: Alexandria Senior High School 
Iran’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Iran is the Middle Easts leader in access to higher education. From 2015-2016 there were 4.3 million students 
studying in Iranian universities with over 60% percent being women. The University of Tehran has around 
260,000 alumni and even more current students studying a wide variety of subjects that will lead them on to 
become productive and successful. A great example of the exponential progress made would be the Payem-e-
Noor University, when in 1987 it became the first online college available in Iran and has helped bring many 
young students to higher education who otherwise would not have the opportunity due to expenses. 
Scholarships for Iranian-Americans and native Iranians have also been made more easily attainable since the 
2011 higher education reform. The students of Iran will always be a priority with the full backing of the Iranian 
government to assist in their pursuit of knowledge and future success.  
Iran’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The Global Prison Crisis is a topic with witch the country of Iran relates all too well. Iranian prisons are facing 
over crowding, lack of funding, and high rates of violence between detainees. UNODC country office of Iran 
convened on the 23rd and 24th of February in 2014 to discuss the positive effects of the new Iranian Penal 
Code adopted in 2013, as well as what could be improved upon. The main goal, however, was discuss with 
judges and prosecutors recent alternatives found to replace imprisonment for certain offenses. Mr. Leik 
Boonwat, the UNODC Representative of Iran addressed the assembly with an overview of the problems faced 
with the Prison Crisis, and stressed the importance of cooperation between the Iranian judicial system and 
experts of the field to solve the overwhelming obstacles at hand. The Islamic Republic of Iran fully supports his 
statement and are prepared to do whatever it takes to eliminate the issue at hand. 
Iran’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Acknowledges its past lackadaisical views towards child labor as well as underpaid labor, Iran is making strives 
to improve the lives of those living in poverty all over the country. Iran is home to one of the largest refugee 
situations in the world, with 1/3 of those refugees being children. To prevent these children from from forced 
labor The Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran removed all barriers for undocumented children to 
attend school in 2011. Also for native Iranian children, the Out-of-School Children Initiative Conference in 
2017, proposed and approved the framework for a system that monitors and assess the situation of out-of-
school children who have been forced to choose between supporting their family, or an education. By 2021 the 
Iranian government hopes to see more children out of unfair and unsafe situations with the implementation of 
new protocols, outreach programs, and special circumstance funding for at  risk youth outlined in the 2017 
UNICEF Annual Report. 
Sources 
https://www.britishcouncil.org/voices-magazine/what-does-school-education-look-iranhttps .          
://wenr.wes.org › Education System Profiles blogs.worldbank.org/arabvoices/iran-education-
criseshttps://www.unicef.org/about/annualreport/files/Iran_(Islamic_Republic_of)_2017_COAR.https://www.unice
f.org/about/annualreport/files/Iran_(Islamic_Republic_of)_2016_COAR.pdf 
https://www.unodc.org/islamicrepublicofiran/en/unodc-judiciary-workshop-highlights-need-for-alternatives-
to-imprisonment.html 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Iraq 
Delegates: Jolan Taylor, Anna Leyrer 
School: St. Joseph's Academy 
Iraq’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Access to higher education is widely available in the Republic of Iraq. There are a total of 128 universities and 
technical colleges and 200+ research centers and teaching hospitals. Iraq has been recognized for its 
commitment to educate both sexes; of its approximate 490,00 students, 55% are male and 45% are female. 
Education is free at all levels. It is important to note that universities in the Islamic State (ISIS occupied 
territories) are severely regulated by ISIS. Once new areas are liberated and returned to the Republic, it takes a 
while for these universities to begin functioning again. Also, because of increased military spending in the 
2000s, there have been many budget cuts on Iraq higher education. The country gives foreign aid scholarships 
to students who wish to study abroad. The Iraq Ministry of Education is responsible for all levels of education. 
Iraq strongly supports higher education and believes that all people should have access to it.  
Iraq’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The Ministry of Justice/ Iraqi Correctional Service oversees the justice and prison system in Iraq. Iraq’s prison 
occupancy level is 139% (39% over its maximum occupancy). Its incarceration rate is approximately 
126/100,000 citizens. Iraq continually needs to imprison ISIS extremists. 
Iraq’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Iraq has a history of using child labor with 5.3% of children 5-14 years old working in some sector. Only 75% 
of children attend school though some balance work and school. About 4.2% of Iraqi children combine work and 
school in sectors such as agriculture, construction, sales, and more. After pressures from the US’ organizations 
still present in the country after the 2003 War, there has been a decrease of child labor. The Iraqi government 
itself has established checks such as the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs to enforce child labor laws. Iraq 
would like to work with the UN to end child labor. 
Sources 
https://www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/Networ
k_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/Identifying_Ways_Forward_within_Higher_Education_in_Iraq/  
https://www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/Networ
k_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/The_Education_System_in_Iraq__An_Overview/  
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/iraq   
https://www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/Networ
k_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/Identifying_Ways_Forward_within_Higher_Education_in_Iraq/  
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/iraq 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Ireland 
Delegates: Gracie Pace, Emma Munoz 
School: University Lab School 
Ireland’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The education system in Ireland has experienced drastic changes since economic growth in the 1960’s. 
Students pursuing a higher education must pay for exams, registration fees, and insurance averaging around 
€3,000 ($3,440). However, EU and EEA students are able to receive free tuition through the “Free Fees 
Initiative”. Students may only apply for this program once and are accepted based on nationality, immigration 
status, residence and course requirements as the desired degree must last longer than two years. If rejected 
from this government funded program, the average cost of university tuition ranges from €4,000 to €8,500. 
The state offers government assistance through the “Free Fees Initiative” and, otherwise, gives students 
access to fairly affordable university options.  
Ireland’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Ireland has an exceedingly low number of prisons and places of detention compared to other places, having 
only thirteen throughout the entire nation. Each prison has different levels of security that correlate to the 
crimes one commits. A system of inspectors and directors manages and runs The Irish Prison Service on a 
national level. Independent prisons are run by prison governors and prison staff. In 2017, the bed capacity for 
all Irish prisons was 4,273. An average population from a day to day basis was 3,800 to 4,200 nationwide. All 
prisoners’ rights are determined in Prison Rules 2007. Personal rights are declared by the Constitution yet can 
be waivered by the Oireachtas. Ireland agreed to the following international treaties regarding prison rights: 
European Convention on Human Rights; European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment; International covenant on Civil and Political Rights; and the Convention 
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment There have been recent 
allegations regarding prison security and surveillance, but all were disputed by the Minister for Justice and 
Equality resulting in a promise to investigate the issue. 
Ireland’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Before the 1980s law adopted “an abstentionist role in relation to collective bargaining and industrial action, 
while supporting the individual employment relationship with a safety net of rights and obligations.” That 
approach did not allow government to get involved with working conditions. In the last two decades, labor law 
legislation regulates at a “collective and individual level” and is focused on the protection of the 
employee/servant and relationship with the employer/master. Ireland labor laws follows many acts passed by 
the EU. 
Sources 
https://www.mastersportal.com/articles/1708/tuition-fees-and-living-costs-for-international-students-in-
ireland.html https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/justice/prison_system/ https://www.irishprisons.ie/ 
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2007/si/252/made/en/print https://www.irishprisons.ie/wp-
content/uploads/documents_pdf/29-December-2017.pdf https://www.ilo.org/ifpdial/information-
resources/national-labour-law-profiles/WCMS_158901/lang--en/index.htm 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Israel 
Delegates: Grant Suire, Maggie Shuffler 
School: Episcopal School of Acadiana 
Israel’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The Government of Israel places the greatest importance on higher education. Higher education is the 
cornerstone of economic and social development. The Israeli Council of Higher Education oversees higher 
education in Israel. After three years' worth of compulsory military service in the Israeli Armed Forces for men 
and two years for women, most of Israel's youth will begin studying at an institution of higher education. 38% 
of Israeli students will attend universities, 41% will enroll in colleges, and 21% will participate in courses 
offered through the Open University of Israel, an accredited non-traditional higher educational service that 
provides classes and courses wherein students can work toward diplomas, bachelor's degrees and post-
graduate degrees.  
Israel’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
In 2012, according to the Israel Prison Service, about 18,000 inmates filled Israel’s 32 prisons. Israeli prisons 
are notoriously nice, as some of the cells contain a miniature kitchen with kitchen appliances and a private 
outdoor bathroom. Prisoners do not spend much time in their cell, and are often found walking through the 
prison “campus.” Recently, Minister Gilad Erdan, from Israel’s Public Security, declared his plans to “worsen” 
the conditions of prison for Palestinian convicts. New reforms include a cooking ban and restricted water use. 
In The Jerusalem Post, Gilad states, “making the terrorists’ conditions worse is necessary to create deterrence 
and to fulfill our moral duty to terror victims and their families.”  Palestinian prisoners are often tortured and 
starved in the beginning stages of their sentence. In 2005, Israel’s prisons were the worst of all developed 
countries. Hundreds of inmates were reported to sleep on the floor due to excessive overcrowding. 
Israel’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The State of Israel holds the rights of children in the highest importance, believing that the health and 
wellbeing of Israel's children is imperative to that of the nation's whole. Israel concurs with international 
conventions on the issue of children's rights and has implemented a sturdy network of laws that protect the 
rights of children. Child labor laws in Israel prevent employers from exploiting minor employees. The judicial 
system of Israel grants many privileges to children in the juvenile court system that are not afforded to adults. 
The lawful age of majority in Israel is 18. Israel’s economy in recent years has become more and more reliant of 
migrant Palestinian workers who work for low wages. Armed conflicts have been costly to Israel’s economy and 
have led to a significant devaluation of the shekel and low wages. Israel's workers receive relatively low 
average wages compared to most European and American workers. 
Sources 
Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs: mfa.gov.il Library of Congress: www.loc.gov 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-a-prisoners-paradise-says-american-cable-series/ 
https://www.haaretz.com/1.4937274 https://www.rt.com/news/447971-israel-worsens-prison-conditions/ 
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/facing-the-threat-of-antibiotic-resistance-israel-s-
success-to-prevent-and-control-the-spread-of-carbapenem-resistant-bacteria 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Italy 
Delegates: Addie Owens, Hayley Gregoire 
School: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 
Italy’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Italy provides a strong access to Higher Education for its people. Their types of Higher education institutions 
include Universities, High-level arts and music institutions, High-level technical schools, and more! Italy has 
some of the oldest universities, so it has a rich history and a higher education. About 50% of Italian students 
enter into Higher education. The majority of Higher education schools are public in Italy.  
Italy’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Of Italy's 60.59 million people, only 59,655 people are in prison in Italy. This means that there is a very low 
prison population in Italy. This shows that they do not imprison people very often, which makes them not very 
much a part of the Global Prison Crisis. Italy also has a very low crime rate, which makes it less likely that 
people will go to jail. All in all, Italy does not have a problem with high prison populations, therefore it, itself, 
should not be considered a country of concern for the Global Prison Crisis. 
Italy’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The levels of child labor in Italy were relatively high until April of 1998 when a "charter of commitments" was 
signed by the Italian government. The purpose of this "charter of commitments"  was to protect the rights of 
infants and young adults and to stop the mistreatment of minors. One of the main points of this "charter of 
commitments" was that companies were required to have a certification confirming that they had not used child 
labor of any kind throughout their production process. Despite this "charter of commitments", the risk of 
poverty for children is extremely high, so as a result, many minors have to work to help their families survive. 
This action the government of Italy took addressing child labor shows that the government is against child 
labor and tries to prevent it as much as possible. 
Sources 
http://www.euroeducation.net/prof/italco.htm  http://www.european-funding-guide.eu/articles/funding-
overview/higher-education-italy  http://prisonstudies.org/country/italy  
https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/publications/article/2000/child-labour-in-italy-analysed  
https://morningeval.com/2017/01/27/higher-education-italy/ 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Italy 
Delegates: Grant Coffman, Joe Patterson 
School: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 
Italy’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Italy is mostly made up of public and state-run universities but also has private universities as well. Higher 
education is controlled by the Ministry for Universities.  Although Italy does seem to make higher education a 
priority with millions of people enrolled, Italian universities are often criticized for the academic nature of their 
courses. Although students have some choice over their study program, the curriculum for each subject is fairly 
standardized. Furthermore, overcrowding in lecture-halls for popular courses is common, and the student drop-
out rate is high. So it appears that although the Italian government may seem to prioritize higher education in 
Italy, their organized system with bad statistics and little variation of the subject lead most to believe that 
their system is outdated and is rather substandard.   Although we live in a world of rising spending on higher 
education, Italy has managed to keep their payments rather low for their public universities. There are 
enrollment fees which are payable at the beginning of each year or in installments throughout the year, plus 
regional taxes of around €80. Each faculty sets its own course fees, average fees for first-year students being 
around €550. Students from families with medium to low incomes are entitled to grants.  Overall, Italy has 
many steps it needs to take in order to make their university system better. Although the costs of Italian 
universities are relatively low, and their diversity is higher due to the recent amount of immigration they’ve 
gotten from Syrian refugees, Italy still has to improve their public higher education system by fixing their 
overpopulation in their universities and by improving the choices and standard of education.  
Italy’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Italy’s stance on the Global Prison Crisis is strong. We believe inadequate prison conditions, lower incarceration 
rates, and helping the people get out of prison. We are at the top of the UN in prison reform. Our economy is 
strong and we have the ability to transfer money from other sectors to our prison reform campaign. Italy is 
strong on making sure the people leaving the prison are educated to do better in the world. 
Italy’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Italy has been a great advocate of outlawing child labor throughout the world, but they still have work to do in 
their own country. Italy has a moderate amount of cheap/child labor with an estimated 370,000 workers that 
are being paid cheaply or are under age for their labor. A large part of this number is illegal immigrants that 
are refugees from Syria who are taking low paying jobs to try to pay for their new life in Italy. The legal age 
limit for applying for a job is 15 years old. Besides the legislation already in place which prohibits child labor, 
social clauses in international trade agreements are considered to be one of the most effective means to tackle 
the problem of child labor. Italy has made strides in the past years to make these international trade 
agreements to try to cut down on child labor throughout the world. 
Sources 
cia.gov  https://www.cnn.com/2017/12/07/europe/italy-migrant-camp-exploitation/index.html  
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/homeschool/why-is-higher-education-important-1367463.html 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Japan 
Delegates: Patrick Dowd,   
School: Jesuit High School 
Japan’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Japan greatly supports access to higher education. 75% of the population in Japan go on to receive a higher 
education. Japan equally supports all students in the country and provides funding so all citizens can get an 
education  
Japan’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Japan has been laying low about the prison crisis, but the prisons in Japan are said to be especially strict and 
brutal. 
Japan’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Japan has laws disallowing a child to work under the age of 15. There is a minimum wage of 850 yen in Japan. 
Sources 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-
reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Jordan 
Delegates: Avery Pierson, Avery Pierson 
School: Lusher Charter School 
Jordan’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
USAID has built schools, donated libraries and sent thousands of Jordanians to study in America, and many 
more have studied in Jordan. Jordan is strongly in favor of equal higher education, however, the lack of 
resources in poor urban and rural areas makes achieving this very difficult. Jordan offers universal training for 
high skill professions. These classes are offered to all people of all ethnicities, whether they are local, Arabs, or 
international. The challenges higher education faces in Jordan include: having to teach an increasing number of 
students; keeping costs down, maintaining standards, producing more effective graduates, and, more 
importantly, brain drain. By improving education and stimulating the economy, the country could fix the brain 
drain problem.  
Jordan’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The total prison population of Jordan is 15, 700; 4% of all prisoners are women, and 14% of all prisoners are 
foreign. In May, a policeman was arrested after beating an 18-year-old man to death. There have also been 
instances in the recent past involving the torture of criminals (esp. terrorists) in Jordanian prisons. This 
problem could be solved by implementing more laws regarding the fair and humane treatment of prisoners and 
the regulations of prisons. If a prisoner is truly a danger to the other prisoners, solitary confinement is 
allowed; however, there should be regulations on the use of and conditions of solitary confinement. 
Jordan’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The Jordanian constitution outlines a number of workers’ rights, such as equal work for equal pay, protections 
for the elderly and the ill, and limits the number of hours per week people can work. In addition, employers may 
not fire a worker if they are more than six months pregnant, in service for the military or are on sick leave. If 
an employer breaks a contract with a worker there are many ways for them to receive compensation. Children 
under the age of 7 may not work in any circumstances, and people under 16 may work under specific 
conditions to ensure they are not in danger. The Jordanian minimum wage is in the top 35% of countries with a 
minimum wage. Workers may unionize with the security that their job condition will not change based on 
membership in a union. The National Assembly in Jordan are willing and have passed legislation to help their 
lower income workers and are strongly opposed to unpaid and child labor. 
Sources 
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/jordan  
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/jo.html  
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/jordan  http://www.jordantimes.com/opinion/ahed-al-wahadni/higher-
education-jordan-—-who-blame-and-how-improve  https://www.ilo.org/ifpdial/information-
resources/national-labour-law-profiles/WCMS_158905/lang--en/index.htm 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Kenya 
Delegates: Zachary Bollinger, Luke Johnson 
School: Alexandria Senior High School 
Kenya’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Kenya is getting more involved in developing a stronger higher education. Due to Kenya’s advancement in 
modern technology and economy, Kenya is able to invest more money into their education system. Kenya began 
affirmative action to allow women to have access to higher education system. Women are not given all the 
tools that a man would begin in a higher education system. Although, there is an increase of women trying to 
get into a higher education school. Educational loans are not available or given to many students in Kenya. 
Students would usually have to cover the payment for higher education. As of now, the developing country of 
Kenya should continue what they have been doing because recently changes to the system have not been easily 
sustained or initiated.  
Kenya’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
In 2014, Kenya has enhanced its prisons infrastructure and has created a youth and community based crime 
and prevention project. Kenya has 3 types of prison: closed, semi-closed and borstal. "Omboto points out that 
harsh prison conditions in Kenya are mostly characterized by overcrowding and congestion, poor diet, 
degrading clothing and beddings, lack of clean water, poor sanitation, infectious diseases, homosexuality 
among others can be attributed to several factors. Moreover, studies by Dissel  point out that prisoners sleep 
on dirty floors. The communal cells are often poorly ventilated and badly lit, and lack adequate washing 
facilities. Overflowing buckets in one corner of the cell usually serve as the only toilets. Acute water shortages 
in some prisons have exacerbated the unsanitary conditions. Furthermore, there is the depressing factor of 
overcrowding among prisoners in the Kenya’s prison system. In addition, there is inadequate representation for 
the defendant"(Nyaura/Ngugi). There is still some mistreatment to prisoners today. Regulations should be 
involved so that prisoners will not commit more crimes when they come out because they were punished 
poorly. Kenya is making reforms on their prisons system to give the prisoners safety and a better environment 
for the prisoners to live in. 
Kenya’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Many children in Kenya have worked  in hazardous conditions although reforms have been trying to limit this 
from happening. Large number of children leave school and work in the workforce. The ages range between 5 
and 17. Children were used for cheap labor. They had to carry heavy loads of sand or salt, harvesting salt, 
cutting stone, and work on farms. They also work extremely long hours with little money in return. In Kenya, 
the National Labor law state "Articles 70 to 86 of the current Constitution deal with fundamental rights. 
Basically the Constitution guarantees fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual. Among these 
fundamental rights, a range of general principles underpinning labour rights are anchored in the Constitution 
itself. The Constitution provides for principles, such as the prohibition of inhuman treatment (Art. 74) and the 
protection from slavery and forced labour (Art. 73). Freedom of Association is guaranteed in the Constitution 
under Art. 80. This constitutional provision under Article 80 (2)(d) already regulates in detail procedures for 
the registration of trade unions and associations of trade unions. Under this provision reasonable conditions 
relating to the requirements for entry on a register of trade unions include conditions as to the minimum 
number of persons necessary to constitute a trade union qualified for registration, or members necessary to 
constitute an association of trade unions qualified for registration"(Kiwana). Kenya is working on making a 
stronger labor environment by enforcing laws to give the workers their rights they need in order to have a safe 
environment. 
Sources 
Higher Education in Kenya: Strides and Trends - codesriahttps://www.codesria.org/.../1-
_higher_education_in_kenya_strides_and_trends.pdf?... The Role of Kenya's Formal Higher Education in ... - 
Springerhttps://www.springer.com/cda/content/document/cda.../9783319478883-c2.pdf?... 
https://www.ilo.org/ifpdial/information-resources/national-labour-law-profiles/WCMS_158910/lang--
en/index.htm http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.685.1472&rep=rep1&type=pdf 
http://www.irinnews.org/report/32209/kenya-high-rates-child-labour-blamed-poverty 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Kuwait 
Delegates: Andrew Moncada, Nick Edmonson 
School: University Lab School 
Kuwait’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Kuwait is the wealthy monarchy because of its vast oil reserves. Because of this recent wealth from oil, Kuwait 
has wealth that far surpasses its infrastructure or education level. For Kuwait, this means that despite the 
overwhelming demand for higher education, the country does not have enough universities available for all its 
high school graduates. This issue is not one money but one of available seats for Kuwait citizens. In fact, the 
Kuwait government will pay for a student’s tuition given that they study in an area of STEM. In an attempt to 
combat the issue of low university availability, Kuwait pays the full tuition of over 6,000 of its citizens 
studying abroad.   While Kuwait’s solution of paying its way for its citizens to study abroad does work, the 
program is necessarily limited due to the high costs of paying for so many students. Kuwait still desperately 
needs a higher educated populous as it currently needs to employ expatriates to work in its refineries and oil 
drills. Kuwait would look favorably on resolutions that promote the travel of educators to countries with less 
educational infrastructure. With the aid of outside professors or experts from industry, Kuwait would be more 
equipped to effectively expand its educational infrastructure to meet the rising demand of its citizens.  
Kuwait’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Kuwait, being in the Middle East, falls under mixed law. We see Muslim, civil and customary law used here. In 
their dealings with theocratic law their authority comes from the divine (spiritual law). The law that is based on 
religion is non-rational and Universal law. In their dealing with civil and customary law it is universal and 
rational law. The overall crime rate in Kuwait is low. The crimes that are more common in Kuwait are 
kidnapping, assaults, robberies, and software piracy. Also, you do see problems with involuntary servitude 
especially in the sexual exploitation of women. Kuwaitis Crime Statistics: Homicide: 4 per a 100,000 
population, Assaults: (major) 10 per 100,000 population (simple) 50 per 100,000 population, Rape: 2 per 
100,000 population, Robbery: 15 per 100,000 population, Housebreaking/Burglary: 5 per 100,000 
population, Motor Vehicle/ Automotive, Theft: 90 per 100,000 population, Kidnapping: 11 per 100,000 
population. Suspect: when persons is suspected of committing a crime, arrested or cautioned: 600 per 
100,000 Police per Capita: 435 per 100,000 population Prosecutor per Capita: 4 per 100,000 population 
Judges per Capita: 8 per 100,000 population Prison Guards per Capita: 46 per 100,000 population.   Kuwait 
has a centralized multiple uncoordinated police structure. The General Department of Rehabilitation and Law 
Enforcement runs the prison administration. From the 2009 U.S. State Departments Human Rights Report the 
total prison population including detainees and remanded individuals was 4045. The makeup of the prisons is; 
10% detainees and remanded prisoners, female prisoners 5.2%, and foreign prisoners are 13.5% of the prison 
population. This particular prison brief does not tell us what the rest of the prison composition is, but it is 
assumed that they are drug related cases. According to (2009) information there are three prison institutions 
that can hold a total of 4000 people. From these statistics, you can see Kuwait has a problem with 
overcrowding. In the 90’s prison population hovered around 1700, but since then the prison population has 
doubled. Kuwait’s prison system has exceeded in international standards in food services, visiting rights, basic 
health care, cleanliness, and opportunities to work and exercise. They do though have medical specialists 
attend the prisons weekly, a psychiatrist is on call 24 hours, and some specialized health care is available. The 
major problem we do see in their prisons is overcrowding, and most of the people in prison are there on drug 
charges. 
Kuwait’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The state of Kuwait through governmental and non-governmental organizations is increasing and intensifying 
its efforts to stop Child Labor exploitation. The Labor Law in the Private sector (Law no.38/1964) regulates the 
work force in the private sector in Kuwait, which is enforced by the Ministry of Social affairs and Labor. 
Chapter 5 exposes the strong concern of Kuwaiti society on the prohibition of child labor. It says no “young 
person” of either sex below the age of fourteen shall be employed, but the persons between fourteen and 
eighteen years can be employed subject to certain conditions. Child labor is not widespread in Kuwait, and 
where it exists, it’s due to the parents pushing their kids to the street to make money without and thought as 
to what the effect will be on the kids. Kuwait is a big supporter of protecting children from abuse and 
exploitation. Children are young and susceptible to being exploited by criminals to make money. Different 
Ministers inside the Kuwait government have already stated on numerous occasions that Child labor is a major 
focal point for them and a phenomenon that must be stopped. A member of the Kuwait government Dr. Al-
Khawari has stated in the past that the Constitution of Kuwait says that work should not endanger health or 
deprive them from their right to education and he also stated that employers should insure and protect them.   
Kuwait has certain limits and minimums for payments to workers. Chapter 8 of their constitution states the 



provisions of working hours and leave. “No worker shall be allowed to work more than eight hours a day or 48 
hours a week. They are not supposed to be worked more than five consecutive hours without a break, not less 
than one hour, which is not included in the working hours.” The above-stated hours of work may be increased 
or decreased in certain cases, in which the Minister of Social affairs and Labour issues special order to that 
effect. Workers are entitled for over time payment more than 25% of their remuneration for extra hours 
working in week days (maximum two hours a day) and 50% for weekly off day. The Law declares nine days in a 
year as official holidays and they are eligible for double rate of remuneration for working on those days. The 
workers are eligible to get sick leave for six days with full pay, six days with three quarters, six days with half 
pay, six days with one quarter and six days without pay in one year, subject to the production of medical 
report from the medical officer proposed by the employer or a medical officer of a Government clinic. Workers, 
who have completed one year and five years of service, shall get fourteen and twenty-one days annual leave 
respectively with full pay. Kuwait has fair and just labor laws. 
Sources 
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Comparative_law_and_justice/Kuwait 
https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2615891&language=en https://www.hg.org/legal-articles/the-
labor-law-of-kuwait-6991 https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2005/61692.htm 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ku.html http://newsweekme.com/problem-
kuwaits-higher-education/ 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Lebanon 
Delegates: Mikayla Morse, Riley Price 
School: Lusher Charter School 
Lebanon’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Lebanon’s GER (gross enrollment ratio) for higher education is about 43%. This is better than many countries in 
the region, but we still significantly lag behind other countries of similar development. Lebanon has many 
opportunities for its citizens to access higher education with 47 higher education institutions (46 private and 
1 public). The Lebanese constitution helps to protect the independence and freedom of higher education. 
However, we do not place education as our top financial priority since we only allocated about 2.5% of our GDP 
towards education. As the Syrian refugee crisis continues, the Lebanese government has worked to provide 
equal education opportunities for them. For example, 1000 new sections in school have opened to 
accommodate the influx; however, we must always place our citizens as the top priority. We believe that our 
method of allowing many different universities and giving them autonomy from the government (which is 
ensured by the constitution) is the best way to provide a diverse educational system. We believe that there 
should be a quality insurance to all universities. Our universities worked with the European Union on a project 
called Toward the Lebanese Quality Assurance Agency (TLQAA); however, it failed to be put into effect due to a 
slow legislative process and other governmental discrepancies.  
Lebanon’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Over the past decade, Lebanon has recognized concerns within the effectiveness of our penal system. With a 
strengthened focus on rehabilitation programs, the special needs of certain inmates such as juveniles, drug 
addicts, or pregnant women, and the ability to increase capacity as well as training for staff members, our jails 
are striving to further improve on the ultimate goal of the prison system. This goal is that, in the end, inmates 
will be released back into society no longer posing a threat and with the capabilities necessary to be successful 
members of the community. The global prison crisis results from ignoring this basic objective. Our country finds 
it important to constantly work on prison reform through many advancements. In addition to those listed 
already, to organize prisoner related information and become more efficient both in general and in times of 
security issues, the data management system BASEM was created. This system combines social, legal, and 
personal information of all inmates in an accessible unit and keeps staff members more informed of the 
particulars of those inmates within their care. Yet another improvement that Lebanon has made possible is a 
program that offers juveniles professional workshops to help them become successful community members in 
the future. Still more advancements have not been chronicled in this statement. Lebanon appreciates the 
donations from Denmark and Netherlands as well as the European union that have made all of this positive 
change for our prisons a reality. Our hope is that, over time, we will continue to service the true goal of the 
penal system and make all necessary improvements for this to occur. 
Lebanon’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In recent years, Lebanon has made moderate achievement towards eliminating the worst forms of child labor. 
We have worked towards and hope to continue working towards limiting commercial sexual exploitation of 
children and forced labor in agriculture. Despite our want to improve, the budget that the Lebanese government 
can provide for the Ministry of Labor does not cover all the costs needed to help with inspections and 
enforcement as relating to cheap/child labor laws. While we have provided many different agencies with the 
power to enforce the country’s labor laws, gaps exist which can hinder adequate enforcement. Also, it is 
important to us that we work towards preventing minority groups (ex. Syrian refugees) that are vulnerable to 
risky labor situations. For example, we have made preventing Syrian refugees under the age of 16 from working 
in agriculture a priority. The cheapest labor in Lebanon, and one of our country’s most pressing problems, 
comes from the child labor described above. Due to bureaucratic issues, our government has struggled to 
correct the immediate problem at hand. While the cheap labor may benefit the global economy (as commercial 
goods are made/sold for cheaper) and sometimes the Lebanese economy (cheap laborers stimulate the 
economy), these human rights violation can’t be ignored. Lebanon urges the fellow United Nations delegates to 
help with resolving many of these humanitarian issues. 
Sources 
http://documents.worldbank.org https://www.cia.gov http://wbgfiles.worldbank.org https://supporthere.org 
https://wenr.wes.org http://www.unodc.org https://www.dol.gov https://www.reuters.com https://www.hrw.org 
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Liechtenstein 
Delegates: Mahir Rahman, Robayet Hossain 
School: Haynes Academy For Advanced Studies 
Liechtenstein’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Lichtenstein consists of 3 national universities and one institute: one of which is public. According to its 
referencing report, Lichtenstein suffers in a diverse higher education standpoint. It relies heavily upon 
Switzerland, which has more many more universities and institutes for research. Enrollment rates for higher 
study in Liechtenstein are less than 10% because most of the students study in higher education institutes in 
Switzerland or Austria. Lichtenstein realizes that it must depend on transnationality, also as most of the higher 
education institutes in Lichtenstein cover male-dominated fields. In order to make these institutes more 
affordable, Lichtenstein offers public grants. This spares students from having to pay debt for their higher 
education costs. In the third cycle, there is around 50% female enrollment. In order to diversify higher 
education experiences, Lichtenstein can expand its plans of study so that it is more diverse rather than more 
standard areas of study, such as business, government, and medicine. Technically speaking, by having most 
students study abroad, Liechtenstein does not give minorities or perhaps the lower-class benefits. In order to 
fix this, Liechtenstein should focus more upon its own higher education program, which can be much more 
affordable to all.  
Liechtenstein’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Liechtenstein, as a small-independent nation, has only one prison in the entire country. Prison standards 
generally met international standards. The prison is meant to hold short-term prisoners (those for more than 
two years are incarcerated by Switzerland or Austria). There are, in total, 20 beds in the whole prison, and 
females have their own section of 4 beds. The prison has been criticized for lack of space and lack of medical 
screening for new inmates. On behalf of Austria (which Liechtenstein transfers some inmates to), solitary 
confinement should only be allowed for the most dangerous inmates, and they should still have contact with 
other inmates. Countries should be held accountable, as it is important that prisons are for rehabilitation and 
therefore there must be humane practices. Repercussions include immediate result in humane treatment of 
prisoners, and procedures for violation of law should be followed. 
Liechtenstein’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Employers are required to take all necessary steps in creating a safe workspace, including prevention of sexual 
assault. The maximum number of hours depends on profession and age, ranging from 40 hours to 48 hours. 
Employees with long-night work must undergo a health examination to help reduce stress and other possible 
predicaments. People under the age of 15 may not work. Pregnant women who work must be made to have 
special safe circumstances. Pregnant women can get up to 8 weeks of leave, of which they earn 80% of their 
original salary. Company codes for industrial jobs must be created. Forced labor is prohibited in Liechtenstein, 
following international law, and workers are encouraged to join labor unions.  Cheap labor can help the global 
economy by creating a more cost-effective system for companies. This may result in more money for the 
company that can then be used for other purposes.  Cheap labor is not abundant in Liechtenstein, as one of the 
world’s richest countries. There are very few locations of natural resources since it is an extremely small 
country, and, therefore, the factories are small. Therefore, cheap labor has barely affected the Liechtenstein 
economy. It is necessary that companies do not oppress its workers. Liechtenstein is one of the richest 
countries in the world and has extremely fair labor laws. It is suggested that workers join together in a union. 
All countries should be required to allow labor unions within companies (if not already so), as it will ensure 
more equity. Unfortunately, Liechtenstein does not have the best enforcement of labor laws. The UN Human 
Rights Report of 2017 found that particularly women were not receiving pay for their jobs. However, civil 
servants are allowed to strike, which may bring about change in the actions of a company. It is perhaps viable 
that the country keeps it in best interests the conditions of its workers, as workers can have a powerful impact 
in society. The UN should do more to enforce international law regarding labor. 
Sources 
https://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/sites/eac-eqf/files/nqfl-referencing_report_liechtenstein_en2017.pdf https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-
policies/eurydice/sites/eurydice/files/bologna_internet_0.pdf  https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/277429.pdf 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16753&LangID=E 
https://books.google.com/books?id=lKCMvYFQCCMC&pg=PA260&lpg=PA260&dq=cheap+labor+in+liechtensteinhttps://freedomhouse.org/re
port/freedom-world/2018/liechtenstein https://www.gesetze.li/konso/1967006000 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/ls.html 
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Madagascar 
Delegates: Grant Thevenot,   
School: Catholic High School 
Madagascar’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Madagascar has a college of 6 independent branches which cannot support the youth in higher education. 
However, there is a reform program in place to help and expand the university system to accommodate the rise 
in students at such institutions that will expand educational opportunities to more students in the future.  
Madagascar’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Madagascar currently has a rate of 82 prisoners/100,000 population, which has grown continuously since the 
downfall of President Marc Ravalomanana in 2009. However, its prison infrastructure is not growing at the 
same rate as its incarceration crisis, which has caused national prison capacity is currently exceeded by over 
50%. This increase--which is often attributed to unfair trials--leaves many Madagascan citizens in prisons 
dating back to the colonial period (which began in 1896). 
Madagascar’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Government has made great strides in recently new methods of child labor criminal case investigations. Though 
over 1 million children participate in labor, there have been new efforts to crack down on utilizing such labor. 
The minimum working age is 15 and the minimum hazardous working age is 18. There are appropriate 
government agencies targeted at eliminating child labor, but there are gaps in enforcement that allow it to 
continue. 
Sources 
Department of Labor Central Intelligence Agency Prison Insider Wild Madagascar 
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Malawi 
Delegates: David Culotta, Josh Boudreaux 
School: Catholic High School 
Malawi’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
In Malawi, higher education is controlled by the University of Malawi. The president of the University is a 
ceremonial position. The university is governed by a government appointed council, but academic matters are 
governed by professors. In order to be granted access to higher education a student must pass the Malawi 
Secondary Certificate of Education(MSCE). “A student must earn at least five credits, including English. This 
exam may be taken after completing eight years of primary and four years of secondary education. Students 
wishing to be accepted by the university must achieve excellent scores in these exams”. Around 2% of Malawi’s 
population is enrolled in universities, which hindering progress as a nation as they are very reliant on skilled 
labor. This will continue to be an issue unless the government takes more steps to expand education and the 
university system. Another major issue concerning education in Malawi is the education of women. For every 
female enrolled in higher education thee is 2 males. This mainly occurs as a result of marriage, pregnancy, and 
family responsibilities.  
Malawi’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Malawi’s prisons are badly in need of reform. They are overcrowded with poor sanitation, food quality, and 
water quality, among other shortcomings. The prisons in Malawi have also been noted to utilize torture, as 
stated by the Malawi Human Rights Commission. The Malawi government has largely remained noncompliant 
with requirements to improve prison conditions.As of September, according to the prison service 77 inmates 
died in prison. Leading causes of death were tuberculosis (24 inmates), malaria (nine inmates), anemia (seven 
inmates), and AIDS (five). Basic emergency medical care generally is available in the daytime but unavailable 
after regular working hours and recordkeeping is grossly inadequate. Malawi simply lacks the infrastructure to 
make any lasting change in its prison system. 
Malawi’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Malawi has a large child labor problem. Children partake in awful forms of child labor “including in the 
harvesting of tobacco and in commercial sexual exploitation, sometimes as the result of human trafficking”.  
Some steps have been taken to solve this problem. Firstly, the results of the National Child Labor survey were 
released.Also,  Malawi continued the implementation of “Trafficking in Persons Act of 2015 by training officials 
on the law and launching the National Plan of Action against Trafficking in Persons”.  Despite these efforts, the 
problem persists. The government has not yet finalized legislation which would help to protect children from 
these threats. These policies include the Child Labor Policy and the Child Protection policy. Even if these 
policies were to be implemented, law enforcement lacks resources and funding necessary to fully enforce the 
legislation. 
Sources 
Department of Labor Department of State United States Agency for International Development Ripple Africa 
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Mexico 
Delegates: Olivia Mack, Aubrey Turner 
School: Saint Joseph's Academy 
Mexico’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Mexico believes higher education should be offered to every child in all areas with the same quality all around. 
Currently, Mexico is striving for all districts to offer public education for no charge, but also to make higher 
education mandatory by 2020. The lack of funding is creating discourse within the country as the deadline 
draws near. The education given in the country of Mexico is not directed to any specific minority or class. Due 
to the current reform of Mexico’s education system, the steps are currently being taken to help success in 
higher education.  
Mexico’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Since the beginning of the drug crisis in Mexico in addition to the growing rates in crime, the prisons in Mexico 
are facing an overpopulation. To solve this the Mexican government is building new maximum-security prisons 
devoted to members of organized crime. The problem is that these prisons will not be ready for another 2 
years. However, one factor that doesn’t help this is the strict enforcement of laws and the rate of 
incarceration. For now, the country is using any extra funds to build these prisons to resolve the crisis. Mexico 
would not support a resolution that hinders the ability to make laws against the criminals of our country. 
Mexico’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Mexico believes that all citizens (children especially) need to learn the value of hard work and that there is 
nothing wrong with cheap labor. In fact, Mexico is one of the leading countries in the world for their rate of 
cheap/child labor. Currently, 3.6 million children are employed instead of receiving an education, even more 
adults are employed only to be paid very little or not at all. According to Mexican labor laws, working hours for 
children under 16 cannot exceed six hours a day, but further research indicates that over 36 percent of 
Mexico’s employed youth work more. Of the child population that works, 42.5% do not receive any income for 
it; 19.1% receive up to twice the daily minimum wage (160 pesos) and three out of 10 receive only one 
minimum wage. Cheap labor for adult’s barley differs from these conditions. In order to be paid minimum wage 
one must work 48 hours a week. Minimum wage is 49.40 Mexican pesos ($2.60 in American money) and, 
sometimes workers may not be paid at all. However, because of these strict enforcements the economy is 
growing strong and residence and perusing a practical lifestyle in Mexico is fairly cheap. Mexico would not 
support a resolution that would inhibit its ability to hire children or increase their wages. 
Sources 
https://wenr.wes.org/2016/08/education-in-mexico http://www.humanosphere.org/human-
rights/2017/06/study-mexico-to-blame-for-nearly-half-of-child-labor-in-latin-america/   
https://www.ivemsa.com/manufacturing-in-mexico/mexican-labor-rates/  https://www.newsweek.com/crisis-
inside-mexicos-prisons-78643 
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Monaco 
Delegates: Steely Forrester,   
School: Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts 
Monaco’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The government of Monaco believes, as UNESCO has affirmed, that education is a human right, and that access 
to higher education significantly improves lives. However, because of social, cultural, and economic factors, 
people throughout the world are denied this access. The issue is particularly acute in underdeveloped 
countries, but also in many developed countries with significant populations of impoverished people. Monaco 
believes that the education issue in developed countries can be solved through government funding of higher 
education institutions and by government regulation of college tuition in order to keep higher education 
affordable. Countries such as France and Finland have already implemented successful programs of this nature. 
Monaco also believes that free, online universities should be more numerous throughout developed countries; 
for example, in 2016, Prince Albert II awarded his Prince's Prize for Innovative Philanthropy to Shai Reshef, 
who is the president of University of the People, a non-profit online university. Monaco also believes that a 
system through which developed countries could fund underdeveloped countries' education systems might be 
developed by this assembly.  
Monaco’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
A 2013 Human Rights Report conducted by the United States in Monaco stated that prisoners within Monaco 
are treated with the respect that is due them and live in good conditions. However, the Global Prison Crisis is 
occurring throughout large, developed nations. The UNODC Strategy on Addressing the Global Prison Crisis is 
certainly a comprehensive document which affirms the rights of prisoners to live under good conditions, but it 
is lacking in its ability to hold countries accountable to their agreements. The Strategy helped 60 countries 
develop their criminal justice systems, and has reinforced the global objectives to "[reduce] the scope of 
imprisonment, [improve] prison conditions, and [support] social reintegration of offenders upon release." 
Monaco believes that the key to making the Strategy more effective is to create a resolution with numerical 
goals attached to these objectives, as well as timelines for achieving these goals. This assembly will monitor 
the progress of every assenting country, and enforce economic consequences if progress is not seen. Monaco 
believes that countries which continue to enforce solitary confinement within prisons are undermining our 
collective objective to improve prison conditions, as solitary confinement is a scientifically-backed detriment to 
the mental health of prisoners. In addressing overcrowding, the construction of more prison cells and the 
implementation of home-imprisonment systems with electronic tags, as France has achieved, are surely 
effective. 
Monaco’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Monaco places great importance upon ensuring that the rights of employees are respected while allowing 
businesses to grow.  Perhaps one of the most important resolutions that we, collectively, must make is to 
instate livable minimum wages within all countries, as cheap and free labor is not only detrimental to workers, 
but also to the global economy. In instating these minimum wages, however, we must strike a careful balance, 
so that businesses are still able to grow while treating their employees humanely. There must be a globally 
recognized standard for worker treatment that is monitored by all members of this assembly, and economic 
consequences such as sanctions for countries that do not effectively implement this standard. Within this 
standard, we must also address child labor; we must agree upon an age at which a minor may work the same 
hours as an adult, in order to protect childhoods and further ensure that a means for educating children might 
be accessed. This part of the standard should also be monitored, and poor implementation should be 
punishable with economic sanctions. 
Sources 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-
reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf  https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-
and-prison-reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf  https://onlabor.org/what-is-
happening-to-french-labor-law/  https://en.gouv.mc/Policy-Practice/Employment/Labour-Law  
https://www.voanews.com/a/french-prison-system/4331715.html  
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/monaco  https://en.unesco.org/  
https://www.uopeople.edu/about/worldwide-recognition/press-releases/hsh-prince-albert-ii-of-monaco-
awards-the-2016-princes-prize-for-innovative-philanthropy-to-shai-reshef-of-university-of-the-people-2/ 
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Mongolia 
Delegates: Eric Gegenheimer,   
School: Brother Martin High School 
Mongolia’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Mongolia has recently expanded in higher education. Transitioning from a Communist State to a market 
economy, there has been a jump from 14% enrollment rate to 68%(2015). Against traditional beliefs, a majority 
is female, creating a reverse gender gap. Public institutions have consolidated to only 16, but Private 
institutions number 78 with low enrollments. Most of these institutions, and the people that can afford to 
attend, are located in Ulaanbaatar. Rural secondary schools and universities lack access to the same 
information and resources. Over 15,000 students study abroad for higher education. Since only wealthy upper-
class families can afford such an education, the Mongolian government funds a number of students annually on 
full scholarships and many more on loans.  
Mongolia’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Mongolia currently houses 3,099 prisoners. Of these people, 23% are Pre-trial detainees, 4.4% are Female, 
0.9% are Juveniles, and 0.4% are Foreigners. Mongolia has had a history of overpopulation(occupancy level of 
124.4% in 2014) but has recently taken a sharp turn in 2016 where the country now holds at 50% occupancy 
rate. All defendants have the right to present their trial to court, to communicate with an attorney, confront 
witnesses, and present their own witnesses and evidence. In short, everyone has a right of due process. 
Mongolia believes in solitary confinement for extreme measures of violence or the possibility of further 
violence. 
Mongolia’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Labor Laws are not restrictive. The most recent Labor law is the 1999 Law on Labor of Mongolia(LOL). The LOL 
deals with all labor issues including hiring workers. It mainly limits the number of foreign workers as employers 
have to pay a monthly waiver fee unless approved by the Ministry of Labor. Work hours are typical of what you 
would see in a more developed nation(i.e. 40hr weeks, workday of 8hr, etc.). To decide if working conditions 
are safe, an organization will inspect the area. Females employes are also given extra benefits depending on if 
they have children and their ages and their marital status. Minors can start working at the age of 14. 
Sources 
https://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/ihe/article/viewFile/9841/8623 
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/277345.pdf http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/mongolia 
https://www.export.gov/article?id=Mongolia-Labor 
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/WEBTEXT/57592/65206/E99MNG01.htm#c8 
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Mongolia 
Delegates: Sania Islam,   
School: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 
Mongolia’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
There are over than 130 thousand students working toward their higher education in over 97 institutes in 
Mongolia.  However, there are many issues with Mongolia’s higher education subsector, leading to low 
competitiveness and employment rates among university graduates. Sixty-two percent of participants in 
Mongolia’s higher education system are actually female. To help Mongolian students compete on a global scale 
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Science, and Sports (MECSS) is implementing the Higher Education Reform 
Project (HERP) in 2012-2019, with financial assistance from the Asian Development Bank (ADB). In this, it is 
expected that all higher education programs and institutions are accredited so that they may submit to proper 
quality assessment. The project was aimed to improve the quality and relevance of programs in higher 
education, improved efficiency is governing and monitoring of higher education programs, and better equity 
and availability to all Mongolian citizens. This was a large-scale project funded with about 20 million USD 
expected to end this year largely successful in Mongolia’s escapade to encourage and improve higher education 
with its citizens.  
Mongolia’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Mongolia is currently suffering from the global prison crisis. The prison population rate is estimated to be 
around 102 per 100,000 of the national population rate.  As of 2017, 23% of those incarcerated were pre-
trial detainees, awaiting trial. It is said that pre-trial facilities are more dangerous than post-conviction 
detainment. Additionally, the most marginalized in society end up incarcerated due to the fact that those who 
commit horrid crimes can pay to avoid incarceration and those who commit the pettiest of crimes cannot. 
Amnesty international released a report in 2002 detailing the horrific abuses inside Mongolian prisons. 
Undertrained social workers are powerless in the prison system, and although the Mongolian constitution 
protects against arrests without due process and attempts to remedy the flaws in this prison system, the 
Mongolian government has still not been able to tackle such a vast and complex issue. 
Mongolia’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In Mongolia, 10% of children aged 5 to 17 (over 56,000 children) perform child labor, particularly in the 
agriculture sector, but also in the forms of horse racing, construction and mining. According to amendments to 
Mongolia’s labor codes in 2015, children under 15 are not permitted to work. Children at 15 are allowed to 
enter contracts for apprenticeships or trade training with parental consent. Sixteen-year-olds may enter into 
employment contracts independently. The worst forms of child labor are punishable by a fine, up to 1-year 
restricted movement (such as house arrest or prohibiting international travel) or up to 1 year imprisonment. 
The “worst forms of child labor” are described in Article 3 of the Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention, 1999 
(No. 182), which Mongolia ratified in 2001. It conveys the urgent need to eliminate these particular forms of 
child labor as a priority, whilst retaining the elimination of all child labor as a long-term goal. This includes 
using children in the preparation, sale, distribution or storage of pornography, the use of children in drug 
trafficking, and anything that violates the health, safety or morals of children. Forcing children to beg, child 
prostitution, and promoting child pornography and are also offences under Article 16. Mongolia has made and 
is continuing to make major strides in eliminating child labor. Under Article 13, forced labor in general is 
punishable by a fine or up to 8 years’ imprisonment. As of 2019, Mongolia has raised its monthly minimum 
wage to 320,000 Mongolian tugriks (129.8 U.S. dollars). Not only this but Mongolia has very extensive and in-
depth labor codes that do as much as possible to assure there is nothing but fair labor throughout the state. 
Sources 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-08/20/c_137404793.htm 
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/WEBTEXT/57592/65206/E99MNG01.htm#c6 
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/---ilo-
beijing/documents/publication/wcms_491324.pdf http://www.ipsnews.net/2012/11/justice-lost-in-mongolias-
prisons/ https://montsame.mn/en/read/135236 http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/mongolia 
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Montenegro 
Delegates: James Bercaw, Ryan Danna 
School: Jesuit High School 
Montenegro’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Montenegro believes that it is important to provide higher education for its people. Through legislation such as 
the 2014 Law on Higher Education, Montenegro has been able to provide quality education for its citizens. The 
law regulates the fundamentals of education including, but not limited to, types of program study, quality, and 
financing. The Council of Higher Education ensures that the highest quality of higher education is met.  
Montenegro’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Montenegro is not that responsible when it comes to prison crisis. A 2013 report stated that suspects were 
beaten especially during arrest or interrogation. There were also several cases of either an exaggerated 
pretrial detention period or pretrial facilities being in poor condition. Montenegro has since been ordered to 
improve these flaws in its criminal justice system. 
Montenegro’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Montenegro has been labeled as a hub of some of the worst forms of child labor exploitation. Many reports say 
that Montenegro has heavily engaged in child sex trafficking. Children have also been forced into domestic 
servitude or are begging on the streets. All of the above are a direct result of the frequent human trafficking 
that takes place in Montenegro. Although some progress has been made, Montenegro still has much work to do 
to eliminate these despicable crimes. 
Sources 
https://supporthere.org/page/higher-education-montenegro 
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/220523.pdf 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/montenegro 
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Morocco 
Delegates: Jordyn Addison, Sage Mitchell 
School: Haynes Academy 
Morocco’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Morocco’s higher education operates as a public function under the responsibility of the state. This function is 
completely overseen and administered under the Ministry of Higher Education. In 2000, the Moroccan 
education reform was implemented, which was promised to restructure the Moroccan education system, but 
failed and quickly became unable to achieve. This was caused by lack of upgraded resources, little evaluation of 
the reform, and non conformity to the actual changes affecting the system. They then adopted what was called 
the Emergency Plan in 2009 to change the quality of education the Moroccan learners were receiving and to 
save the system from immediate collapse. Despite this legislation, the education system is still suffering from 
lack of resources due to overcrowding, inconsistencies in things such as the length of the academic school 
year, and students graduating with no real skills to get jobs in such a competitive atmosphere. The structure of 
the education system is broken based on the failed logistics, lack of resources, and little coordination. All of 
this combined has caused the typical Moroccan degree to have little value in such a competitive world for job 
opportunity.  
Morocco’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
In the Moroccan prison system, there recently has been a call for more prisons to be built due to the large 
growing capacity of the number of prisoners. While there are currently hundreds of prisoners that are 
sentenced to the death penalty, there has not been an execution since 1993. On death row, prisoners suffer 
from cruel, inhumane conditions such as sleeping on the bare floor, being allowed one shower a week, and 
isolation. In 2014, the new code of Military Justice, made only five offences punishable by the death penalty, in 
opposition to the previous 16. The use of torturing in Moroccan prisons has also continued despite the 1993 
legislation of the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel Punishment Act. Between 2010 and 2014 there 
have been over 173 cases documented of torturing methods in the Moroccan prison system. Along with in the 
judicial system, many crimes are solicited through torturing methods. Morocco also has been reported to have 
a large number of secret detention centers. These centers are not registered to carry out arrests, 
interrogations, or detentions, yet there are many alleged cases in which suspects involved with terrorism will 
not be formally charged, and sent to these centers for torture and confinement. Morocco denies the existence 
of these premises. 
Morocco’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Morocco, because of its recently growing economy, has expanded its labor laws to a set of labor codes that 
protect workers. Its labor code has been inspired by the International Code of Labor’s recommendations. This 
labor code follows basic labor rights such as minimum wage, the right to appropriate working conditions, 
maternity leave, the right to unionize, labor inspections, and the protection of foreign workers. However 
despite this protection of human rights, Morocco does not prohibit child labor. In fact, child labor is a large 
part of the Moroccan economy. Morocco has set a minimum wage for children in certain age groups and 
previous to December 2003, child sexual abuse was not a crime. In recent labor code, there are now laws 
protecting children from prostitution and other sex work. In Morocco, a large percentage of children under the 
age of 12 are not in school which propels them to join the workforce. Currently, the government is seeking to 
resolve the child labor issue that the country has going on, but as of right now the country currently lacks the 
resources to truly implement such regulations. 
Sources 
Moroccan Higher Education System: Reality and Prospects  U.S Department of Labor "Morocco Labor Rights 
Report"  World Prison Brief - Morocco  Prison Insider, Prisons in Morocco and Western Sahara 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Mozambique 
Delegates: Andrew Gunnels, Nolan Waguespack 
School: Catholic High School 
Mozambique’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Mozambique is in favor of providing more of its citizens with access to higher education. With a literacy rate of 
only 47% (28% for women and 60% for men) as well as an unemployment rate of 24.5%, the need for overall 
and equal education is paramount. We plan on opening the doors of education to more people in general, but 
specifically in leveling the gap between men and women in the education system, as just 1% of females 
continue their education through college. However, with the annual expenditures amount being about .5 billion 
larger than the annual revenue, financial support from outside parties would be needed to help pay for the 
education.  
Mozambique’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
In Mozambique, we believe that keeping the prison population low is essential to maintaining a productive 
society. That is why we have taken measures to keep prison populations under 16,000 people. For a country of 
approximately 30 million, that is an incredibly low number of incarcerated people. However, we still do not 
have as many facilities as we need, as overcrowding is still common. For this, we recognize that we may need 
help from international partners. Extra funds could also be used to improve conditions in prisons by hiring 
more guards to protect prisoners from assault and by funding more recreational and educational programs in 
the prisons. 
Mozambique’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Child labor is common in Mozambique. 22.5% of children between the ages of 5 and 14 work, many of them in 
poor conditions growing and processing tobacco. Another 22.4% of the same age group attempt to combine 
labor with education, which explains why there is only a 48.4% completion rate of primary school. Many other 
children are forced into sex work or mining gold and gemstones. While there are child labor laws setting the 
minimum working age at 15 and hazardous working age at 18, gaps in government bureaucracy often fail, 
leaving over 2 million children working illegally. That said, Mozambique has made progress and will continue to 
do so. By 2019, 70% of the most dangerous child work will be mapped and over 20,000 children removed from 
such labor. With more training for law enforcement and the full implementation of other protection programs, 
Mozambique aims to eliminate illegal child labor in the near future. 
Sources 
United States Agency for International Development African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights 
Department of Labor 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Myanmar 
Delegates: Joseph Bollinger, Dallas Hixson 
School: Alexandria Senior High School 
Myanmar’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Myanmar did not have a good higher education system until recently. They have begun trying very hard to 
change the direction of their eduction. Now they have a 4-1-3 program in which they go to school for four 
years to get their bachelors degree, 1 year of qualifying classes, and 3 more years to receive their masters. 
Myanmar has 163 higher eduction universities. All are state funded with the funding for higher education for 
the fiscal year. The higher education funding increased by 107 percent from fiscal year 2012 to 2013 [5] The 
Ministry of Education controls 66 universities and the remaining 97 universities fall under control of the 12 
other ministries. The 12 other ministries include Health, Science and Technology, Defense, Culture, 
Environmental Conservation and Forestry, Agriculture and Irrigation, Livestock Breeding and Fisheries, Co-
operatives, Union Civil Service Board, Religious Affairs, Border Affairs, and Transport.[6] Different disciplines 
are split between different universities, such as medical, technical, agricultural, educational, and economic 
schools. The universities are run by their corresponding ministry. For example, medical schools are run by the 
Ministry of Health, agricultural schools are run by Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, etc. The number of 
universities in each ministry breaks down in 2011-2012 school year as the following:  
Myanmar’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
A large number of prison systems around the world are at a stage of crisis, the serious effects of which harm 
prisoners, their families and societies as a whole. The reality in many prisons tends to be not only far from 
international standards, but also risks undermining the ultimate purpose of a sentence of imprisonment: the 
protection of society from crime. While the nature of the prison crisis is multidimensional, it manifests itself in 
the following ways: Continuing growth of prison populations and prison overcrowding It is estimated that more 
than 10.2 million people were held in penal institutions worldwide in 2013, with an average imprisonment rate 
of 144 prisoners per 100,000 of the world population. In the same year, 114 national prison administrations 
operated on the basis of an occupancy level of over 100 per cent. The severe costs of imprisonment 
Imprisonment disproportionally affects people living in poverty and imprisoning large segments of society 
places a significant burden on State budgets. Inadequate prison conditions Despite regional differences, prison 
overcrowding has developed into an acute global challenge, and poses a major obstacle for the implementation 
of the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners. Challenges meeting core functions of 
imprisonment When penitentiary systems are overstretched and poorly managed, prisons run the risk of 
degenerating into dangerous places for both prisoners and prison staff and can even turn into “crime schools” 
and fertile breeding grounds for radicalization. 
Myanmar’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In 1951, the country, then called Burma, barred children under 13 from working in shops and factories. The 
same law prohibits children 13 to 15 from working more than four hours a day. ... Brokers help fuel child labor 
in Myanmar, where 2 in 5 children below the age of 5 are undernourished. 
Sources 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Higher_education_in_Myanmar  https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-
prison-reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf  
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/4/14/child-labor-continues-in-myanmar.html 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

New Zealand 
Delegates: Alex Benoit, Vivian Franchina 
School: Haynes Academy 
New Zealand’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
New Zealand’s universities are ranked in the top 3% of the world. In the 2015/16 QS World University 
Rankings, all eight NZ universities were in the top 100 in at least one subject, 39 subjects total. In addition to 
these universities, there are 16 Institutes of Technology (ITPs) and Polytechnics and about 550 Private 
Training Establishments (PTEs). The OECD 2013 Better Life Index rates NZ as a “top performing country” for 
the quality of its education system. “Once you’ve completed your graduation, you’re ready to work and your 
degree is recognized all over the world, which is a great advantage to have, ” -New Zealand University 
graduate. Since 1992, NZ has had a system in place that allows students to borrow up to $10,500 per year. 
These loans, however, are limited to NZ citizens and permanent residents, but are not biased by parental 
income annually. In 2017, participation rates for the working-age population were highest for bachelor degrees 
(4.1 percent). Among ethnic groups, differences in participation rates have narrowed over the last 10 years. 
The current unemployment rate of 3.8% is the lowest it has been since 2008. This gives incentives to students 
that is they pursue higher education, they will have a great chance of being employed, when finished schooling. 
In 2017, 51% of the population held a tertiary qualification. Facilitate to other countries that unemployment 
rates will decrease if tertiary education is pressed for. The world is moving in a very pro-higher education 
direction, and New Zealand intends to keep up with that.  
New Zealand’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
In New Zealand, if a resident is convicted of a crime and sentenced to a jail term, or awaiting trial or 
sentencing without bail, they will go to prison. NZ believes that countries that violate the current bill should be 
held accountable. As a country, New Zealand is a member of multiple international treaties that suggest the 
fair treatment of all human beings; these include the United Nations Convention against Torture, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. In fact, Article 
10 of the ICCPR makes sure to list that all persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and 
with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person. Various acts of domestic legislation, including the 
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 and the Human Rights Act 1993, also embody human rights in our 
country. NZ strongly believes that everyone has the right to not be subjected to torture or to cruel, degrading, 
or disproportionately serve treatment or punishment, according to section 9 of NZBORA. On the topic of 
solitary confinement, NZ believes that it absolutely should be allowed. Isolation allow for the inmates to 
compose themselves, and they have been proved to be very beneficial. Some officials say that New Zealand, as 
a country, use this method “too harshly” by “not providing the prisoners with the basic human rights” that are 
advocated for elsewhere, but is simply not true. Isolation and self-reflection are staple parts in the process of 
letting inmates learn from their mistakes, and eventually, placing them back into society. 
New Zealand’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In the country of New Zealand, the workplace is a two way street. Employers have to pay the employees the 
agreed upon wage and make sure the conditions of said employees’ working environments are safe. The 
employee, in return, has to perform their job with care and efficiency. In addition to actually working their job, 
employees have to abide by their possible work visa, reporting incidents or harm, etc. The law protect 
employees by setting the minimum rights, making sure employees are safe, not being discriminated against, 
bullied or harassed, and making sure that the employers act in good faith. Migrant workers in New Zealand 
have the same rights as local workers. It is illegal for employers to exploit these workers in any way. If a 
migrant worker is experiencing treatment similar to that of slavery, or any poor treatment from their employer, 
they should contact the New Zealand police to get out of this situation. NZ is proud to say that even in the 
lowest points as a country throughout history, we have avoided exploiting workers for cheap labor. There may 
be a possible protection deal to join the countries together that do not support the use of cheap labor. This 
would encourage more countries to ban together and do the right thing, abstaining from exploiting your hard-
working employees. 
Sources 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2070.html  https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/antimicrobial-
resistance/new-zealand-antimicrobial-resistance-action-plan  https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/97684647/fact-check-new-zealand-has-the-fastest-growing-
population-in-oecd  https://brilliantmaps.com/territorial-disputes/  https://www.studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/why-nz/education-system/#  
https://www.justlanded.com/english/New-Zealand/New-Zealand-Guide/Education/Student-Finances 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Nigeria 
Delegates: Landon Nobles, Graham Martin 
School: Alexandria Senior High 
nigeria’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Nigeria wants to bring more higher education as possible. Right now there is about 152 universities, 103 
polytechnics, and 83 colleges of education. 40 are federal, 44 are state and 68 are private. We try to make all 
higher education as equal as possible and affordable as possible to everyone that wants to pursue their 
education. Our country is trying to open up affordable colleges because we don’t have a lot of secondary 
school application after primary school. We want our youth to have the best education as possible, but at a 
good price to. We want to help them with the rising price by offering more scholarships. We can try to diversify 
by offering limited student Visas to study abroad. We should try to put a little bit more funding in our 
educational institutions. Even though education is our 2nd most funding on our budget almost 11% of people 
dropped out because of the poor school quality. We would take .4% more from our budget to help the better 
our higher education.  
nigeria’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Prison conditions, including unofficial detention centres operated by the security forces, are generally 
extremely poor. Many prisons have severe overcrowding, shortages of food and water, inadequate sanitary 
conditions and an absence of, or inadequate, medical treatment. There is also reportedly a high incidence of 
deaths in detention, as well as reports of torture, extra-judicial executions and extortion by guards. Around 
70% of prisoners are awaiting trial, some of whom have spent long periods in detention  Conditions, however, 
vary between prisons, in part reflecting which government agency operates the place of detention, their 
purpose and location. Military detention centres, notably those in the north-east which are in or near to areas 
where the government is fighting Boko Haram, have reportedly particularly severe conditions, with torture and 
ill-treatment of prisoners widespread. Other prisons have better conditions, with lower levels of overcrowding 
(some have occupancy rates below their operational capacity) and a range of, albeit limited, facilities. Persons 
imprisoned in the UK who are transferred to Nigeria to complete their sentence will be sent to Kiri Kiri prison 
The government has taken some steps to improve detention conditions. Independent monitoring of detention 
centres is limited, although the International Committee for the Red Cross is able to access to prisons and 
detentions, including persons held by the military, and has been able to help improve conditions and assist 
prisoners.  Prison conditions in general are extremely poor but they are not systematically inhuman and life-
threatening and do not meet the high threshold of Article 3 ECHR, though they may do so in individual cases. 
Decision makers must therefore carefully consider the individual factors of each case, taking into account 
available information on where the person will be detained. The onus is on the person to demonstrate that they 
will be detained and experience conditions that meet the Article 3 ECHR threshold.  Solution  We need 
voluntary workers to help enhance the extremely poor prison conditions. There is no funding that can be 
transferred or changed to help with this cause due to the wealth drought within our country. 
nigeria’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
We are still very confident in our labour law Act that was placed in 2004. In 2011 the National Minimum Wage 
Act set the minimum wage to ₦18,000.00 per month. But in our Act it states that any establishment with less 
than 50 workers does not have to go by this minimum wage. Cheap labor can affect us by big corporations 
taking advantage of our and the only thing that can fix cheap labor is really expensive labor . 
Sources 
http://www.nigeria.gov.ng http://www.prisons.gov.ng 
https://www.scholaro.com/pro/countries/nigeria/education-system https://iclg.com/practice-
areas/employment-and-labour-laws-and-regulations/nigeria 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

North Korea 
Delegates: Christian Salazar, James Theus 
School: Alexandria Senior High 
North Korea’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Education in North Korea has universal and state funded schooling by the government. The national literacy 
rate in North Korea is 100 percent. One of every six students is admitted to a university.  
North Korea’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
North Korea doesn't recognize the global prison crisis. If anything we need to purify our society by locking 
away the criminals. North Korean prisons have not violated any human rights laws made by the United Nations. 
North Korea’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
North Korean citizens are eligible for labor opportunities when they turn 16 and all forms of children labor are 
forbidden within the country. North Korea is involved in international child labor conventions and have passed 
domestic laws restricting child labor in any fashion. 
Sources 
https://www.studycountry.com/guide/KP-education.htm  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yodok_concentration_camp  http://pscore.org/newest/resources/child-labor/ 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Norway 
Delegates: Ceara Johnsons, Brooks Belanger 
School: C.E. Byrd 
Norway’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Norway is home to one of the most progressive primary and secondary education systems in the world, and 
likewise, university students in norway are not charged tuition, instead they are only required to pay a small 
administration fee to attend. Norway is also home to the University of Oslo, the northernmost university in the 
world. The University of Oslo and other Norwegian universities have world renowned research programs and 
have produced four noble prize winners. Like many other European countries, Norway utilizes a tract system in 
their secondary education system, where students choose to complete either an academic or vocational tract. 
Norway remains committed to ensuring higher education is available to all those who choose to attend. 
However, 58% of Norwegian students who complete the academic high school diploma tract take one or more 
gap years before enrolling at a college or university. Further, the admission requirements for those who 
complete the academic tract are generally considered minimal, and as of 2001 individuals who did not complete 
the academic tract but are of the age of 25 are eligible to apply to colleges or universities.  
Norway’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Norway takes a unique and quite liberal approach to the prison system that we believe could benefit other 
countries worldwide. Norway has a very low incarceration rate, with only 75 people incarcerated for every 
100,000 citizens. Another attribute that sets Norway apart is its very low recidivism rate, at only 20% within 
5 years. Norway believes the key to attaining this success in their criminal justice system is retaining emphasis 
on the human being. In doing this, Norway has relatively short prison terms and the maximum sentence one can 
receive is 21 years, compared to over one hundred year sentences commonly distributed in the US. Norwegian 
prisons also emphasize retaining “normality” and focus on rehabilitation rather than retribution. These goals 
are accomplished by providing a nice, clean prison environment and allowing inmates to retain many of the 
same opportunities and freedoms they had prior to incarceration. Norwegian prisons also emphasize job and 
life skills training to ensure inmates have a smooth transition back into society. 
Norway’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Norwegian law strongly prohibits any kind of forced or compulsory labor, and it provides specific guidelines for 
child labor. Children under the age of 15 in Norway may work no more than 12 hours per week, and their tasks 
must be considered light labor and not interfere with their schooling in any way. After the age of 15, children 
who are no longer in school may work any job up to 40 hours per week, however, children who remain in school 
can work “a number of hours that does not adversely affect their schooling.” This number must be “significantly 
less” than 40 hours. Norway has no federal minimum wage, however the government and unions have the 
power to set standard wages in certain fields.These agreed upon wages must provide for “a decent standard of 
living” for both workers and their families. Norway has a standard workweek at 37.5 hours, and a minimum 28 
hour resting period on the weekends is mandated by law. Norway also guarantees 25 days of paid leave for all 
workers. 
Sources 
Hovdhaugen, Elisabeth, and Tone Cecilie Carlsten. “Fairness in Access to Higher Education in  Norway: Policy 
and Practice.” NIFU, Nordic Institute for Studies in Innovation, Research and Education, 2018. “Norway.” U.S. 
Department of State, U.S. Department of State, 8 Apr. 2011,  
www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2010/eur/154443.htm. Sterbenz, Christina. “Why Norway's Prison System Is so 
Successful.” Business Insider, Business  Insider, 11 Dec. 2014, www.businessinsider.com/why-norways-prison-
system-is-so-successful-2014-12. “Study in Norway | THE World University Rankings.” Times Higher Education 
(THE),  THEunijobs, 16 Feb. 2017, www.timeshighereducation.com/student/where-to-study/study-in-
norway#survey-answer. 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Pakistan 
Delegates: Luke Cockfield, Michael LaCour 
School: Catholic High School 
Pakistan’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The focus has mostly been on quantity over quality, and with little funds available compared to its peers, this 
has resulted in a glaring lack of infrastructure for Pakistan’s centers for higher learning.  While Pakistan seems 
to want Higher Education to be accessible to the majority of its citizens, the effects of inept governing and no 
freedom of expression leave their Higher Education system in a terrible state.  
Pakistan’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Pakistan has a problem in the overcrowding of their prisons and would support innovation to build capacity of 
current facilities and rules concerning the safety of prisoners. Pakistan’s police force lacks funding to 
simultaneously make sure prisoners are being treated correctly while also performing their normal duties. 
Pakistan’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In Pakistan a child is not allowed (with some exceptions)  to work before the age of 16, since it is required that 
they are educated up to that point. Article 11(3): "No child below the age of 14 years shall be engaged in any 
factory or mine or any other hazardous employment.” 
Sources 
Department of State United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Central Intelligence Agency 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Panama 
Delegates: Esquivel Olivia, Mesa Domenic 
School: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies, Patrick F. Taylor Academy 
Panama’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Panama has worked diligently to expand its initiatives to increase student enrollment following primary and 
secondary education. Through the Institute for Training and Development of Human Resources (IFARHU), the 
Panamanian government has funded the largest education showcase in Panama, Education 2017, with the aim 
of displaying academic opportunities both domestic and abroad. Educate 2017 provides graduating 
Panamanians with equal access to potential higher education opportunities. In regards to gender, Panama has 
worked to limit inequity in higher education. According to a 2014 report “Women’s Leadership in Latin America: 
The Key to Growth and Sustainable Development”, 11.2% of the female population were working at a high 
productivity rate in Panama. 12.6% of the female population were working at an average productivity rate. 
With .1% of the female population not accounted for, 76.1% of the remaining female population operated at a 
productivity rate of low or no specificity.  On February 14th, 2018, Law 7 was adopted by the Panamanian 
legislature in order to combat discriminatory practices in the workplace and academia. In addition, the 
Panamanian government has allocated US $50 million dollars each fiscal year to the Programa Panama Bilingue, 
which emphasizes improving English skills among the student population. Many international institutions, 
specifically those in the United States,  have partnered with Programa Panama Bilingue in order to diversify the 
educational opportunities for students. Likewise, President Juan Carlos Varela has increased the budget used 
for educational infrastructure and teacher training from US $1 billion in 2013 to US $1.29 billion in 2015. 
Alongside this, IFARHU has been able to quadruple its use of student grants from 2,863 in 2009 to 12,582 in 
2013. From January to May of 2014, 3,514 grants were disbursed to students for a total investment worth 
upwards of US $6.5 million dollars. In order to facilitate the success of Panama’s higher education institutions, 
the Panamanian government created CONEAUPA in 2010 to reverse the lax accreditation process universities 
are subjected to. Following an internal evaluation from a university, the same university will then be externally 
evaluated to qualify for a 6-year accreditation. CONEAUPA has helped close down poor quality institutions, 
providing students with a top-tier education at  public and private universities. .  
Panama’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Panama faces significant overpopulation within their prison systems, with an occupancy rate of 116.3%. 
Although Panama has struggled with poor prison conditions, abusive prison guards, and a faulty judicial system 
in the past, it has taken on multiple prison reform projects with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
in the past years in an attempt to better the prison system. Due to this interest in improving the state of their 
prison system, Panama believes that countries should be held to the standards created in the bill. If violated, 
Panama believes action should be taken by the United Nations to deliver repercussions to those countries who 
commit the violation. This being said,   believes that solitary confinement is a highly effective tool within prison 
systems. Panama’s inmates who are subject to solitary confinement experience extreme and permanent 
isolation, as seen in the high security Panamanian Punta Coco solitary confinement prison. No restrictions 
should be put in place, as Panama believes that solitary confinement should be used as an extreme form of 
punishment. 
Panama’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Panama has committed to adopt and maintain in law and practice the rights as stated in the 1998 
ILO(International Labor Organization) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-
Up and agreed not to encourage trade and investment by weakening relevant domestic labor laws. Their Labor 
Code is their most extensive labor law specification, covering most workers in their national territory. Cheap 
labor has significantly impacted Panama’s biggest most recent project, the expansion of the Panama Canal. 
Seeing as the project helped the unemployment rate drop from 12% to 6%, the willing-to-work unemployed 
citizens of Panama were willing to risk the danger and low pay to earn money for building this large investment 
in the Panamanian economy. Child labor is also a significant issue in Panama, especially amongst the 
agricultural industry. A possible resolution to this issue could be the requirement of children to attend high 
school in Panama, as this would keep minors in school and not forced to work in the industry. 
 
 
 
 
Sources 
A Guide to the U. S. Federal Legal System Web-Based Public Accessible Sources - GlobaLex, 
www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/Panama.html. “Law 7 -4.” The Panama News, 16 Feb. 2018, 



www.thePanamanews.com/2018/02/ley-contra-el-acoso-y-la-discriminacion-promulgada/law-7-4/. “Panama 
Makes Progress towards Sustainable Education Growth.” Oxford Business Group, 18 Sept. 2015, 
oxfordbusinessgroup.com/overview/learning-curve-progress-being-made-towards-sustainable-growth-rising-
budget-and-push-raise-post. “Panama's Rising Economy Funding New Investments in Education and English 
Training.” ICEF Monitor - Market Intelligence for International Student Recruitment, 9 Mar. 2016,   
monitor.icef.com/2016/01/Panamas-rising-economy-funding-new-investments-in-education-and-english-
training/. Pollmann, Laura Albornoz. “Poverty Still Has the Face of a Woman.” Atlantic Council, 2017, pp. 11–
12, Women’s Leadership in Latin America: THE KEY TO GROWTH AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, 
www.jstor.org/stable/resrep03714.9.   Sullivan, Mark P. "Panama: political and economic conditions and U.S. 
relations." Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports and Issue Briefs, Congressional Research Service, 
2011. General OneFile, 
http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A253057977/GPS?u=jeff53810&sid=GPS&xid=547c64e2. Accessed 15 
Jan. 2019. https://www.unodc.org/ropan/en/PrisonReform/Implementing-Prison-Reform/implementing-prison-
reform-in-Panama.html  https://www.prison-insider.com/countryprofile/prisonsinPanama 
https://www.dol.gov/ilab/reports/pdf/Panama_LRR.pdf https://internationalliving.com/countries/Panama/the-
economy-in-Panama/ 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Paraguay 
Delegates: Muntha Abbas,   
School: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 
Paraguay’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Paraguay has passed legislation on higher education which includes:  Law 1264 of 1998 General Law of 
Education • Law 4995 of 2013 Higher Education Law • National Development Plan: Paraguay 2030 PND2030 • 
National Education Plan 2024 PNE2024 • Law 5136 December 23, 2013, Inclusive Education All Levels and 
Modalities of the National Education System These legislations focus on the availability and equality of higher 
education. They emphasise the right of students to have access to the highest education to start a 
professional career, get scholarships and social support. Paraguay has established a system of academics to 
provide guidance and a health care system for students.  
Paraguay’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Paraguay is working its way towards developed crime prevention and justice. In 2010-2014, the UNODC set up 
programmes and services related to prison reform and alternatives. Workshops were set up related to better 
prison management. It is mandatory to use detention registries in all police stations, which will help improve 
transparencies. 
Paraguay’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Paraguay has a relatively high percentage (15%) of children in its workforce. The workforce consists of 5-17-
year-olds and they mainly work to harvest sugarcane for human consumption. however, Paraguay made an 
advancement in its efforts to eliminate child labour. The government passed legislation to strengthen the 
position of labour laws and standards, including child labour, and "established a fund with the International 
Organization for Migration to provide immediate assistance to victims of child labour and human trafficking." 
Paraguay established a social security office and increased child labour and forced labour investigations. 
Sources 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-
reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf  https://cdn.penalreform.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/PRI_Global-Prison-Trends-2018_EN_WEB.pdf 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Peru 
Delegates: Jailen Rhine,   
School: Captain Shreve 
Peru’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
In the Czech Republic, the need for higher education goes all the way back to medieval times. In 1348, the 
Czech king, Charles IV was responsible for creating the first university in what is now the Czech Republic. 
Czech scholar, John Amos Comenius set the stage for lifelong learning. Universities that focused on technology 
and the arts started appearing in the 18th and 19th centuries. During WWII, the country's focus was on the 
war and as a result, educational opportunities fell by the wayside. However, after WWII, the government set up 
initiatives that promoted higher educational opportunities. In 1989, educational resources began to improve as 
international associates were renewed along with the advancement of the sciences. Soon regional and private 
educational institutions became more widely available. Today, there are approximately 380,000 students are 
enrolled in public universities.  
Peru’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The Czech Republic has a strong stance on the Global Prison Crisis. We believe that steps must be taken to 
reduce the number of inmates worldwide. Currently, the population of inmates in the Czech Republic is 
approximately 22,000. Torture and other inhumane practices have been outlawed in the Czech Republic, 
including the death penalty. In 2013, Prison Overcrowding was a problem.  It was found, by the Ministry of 
Justice that in some prisons, prisoners had limited access to hot water. This created a sanitation problem. As a 
result, steps were taken to fix this situation. The Czech Republic believes that criminals are humans and are 
entitled to basic human rights and services. 
Peru’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In the Czech, Republic, the general civil code created two types of contracts in 1811. The service contract and 
the on work contract. An amendment to this code that was adopted in 1916 made provisions for labor 
protection. Labor relations is controlled by written labor law. Labor code is based on the principle that what 
isn’t permitted by law is prohibited. Parties can’t agree on anything that the law doesn’t permit. Amendments  
aided in changing the labor laws in case certain situations arise. The Czech Republic believes that only adults of 
age should be allowed to work. Children have the right to a life that does not require forced labor. As a result, 
the Czech Republic has taken steps to ensure that children will not be forced to work. 
Sources 
“On the Waves of Innovation: Higher Education in the Czech Republic.” EAIE, EAIE, 18 June 2014, 
www.eaie.org/blog/higher-education-in-cz.html.  “Prisons in Czech Republic.” Prison Insider, Prison Insider, 
Mar. 2018, www.prison-insider.com/en/countryprofile/rep-tch-2018.  kubinkova, Marcle. “ILO.” World Day for 
Safety and Health at Work 2013: Case Study: Karoshi: Death from Overwork, Labour Law Observatory, 
www.ilo.org/ifpdial/information-resources/national-labour-law-profiles/WCMS_158893/lang--en/index.htm.  
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/265624.pdf 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Philippines 
Delegates: Matthew Hebert, Henry Shuffler 
School: Episcopal School of Acadiana 
Philippines’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The Philippines currently have no restrictions on higher education after high school. In the Philippines there are 
State Universities and Colleges which were created by an act passed by the Congress of the Philippines. These 
SUCs are government controlled, and in 2017 president Rodrigo Duterte passed a law for free tuition for all 
public state universities. Opposers to this law claimed that it would have a negative effect on the economy of 
the Philippines but so far it has no negative effects. The Philippines has found that free college tuition provides 
a fair opportunity for higher education for all classes.  
Philippines’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Jails in the Philippines are the most overcrowded in the world as of 2018. From 2016 to 2018, the population 
of persons deprived of liberties (PDL) increased from 96,000 to 160,000, a 64% growth. In the Quezon City 
Jail there are 286 beds, but there are 3,911 inmates. The broken justice system has led to giving many inmates 
lengthy sentences for simple crimes like drug use. Many inmates are dying every month because of simple 
diseases that are not treated due to no medical care in the jails. This is in blatant violation of the Basic 
Principles for the Treatment of Inmates. The Philippines is currently looking for a solution to the prison crisis. 
Philippines’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The labor laws were enacted on labor day in 1974, the laws set the rules for hiring and firing employees. The 
labor laws prohibit termination from employment of private employees except for just or authorized causes. 
Right to work labor laws help the economy, because it makes business less competitive. Right to work laws 
have higher employment growth than places without it. It is only right to give workers a right to have limited 
hours, as long as it is appropriate. Their pay should be based on the quality of the work. Overtime work shall 
not be mandatory, but can be optional with higher pay rates. 
Sources 
http://pcij.org/stories/ph-jails-detention-centers-now-worlds-most-congested/ 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/basicprinciplestreatmentofprisoners.aspx 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Higher_education_in_the_Philippines https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
philippines-education/philippines-duterte-signs-law-granting-free-public-college-idUSKBN1AK0AY 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Poland 
Delegates: Wes Coleman,   
School: Episcopal High School 
Poland’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Poland has multiple solutions for access to higher education for everyone in Poland. Polish colleges work about 
the same way they do in the U.S. with private colleges that you have to pay for unless you achieve a 
scholarship, and public colleges which are free for polish citizens.  
Poland’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Poland does have a large overcrowding problem with its prisons but studies show that it is slowly going away. 
Poland does have overcrowding problems with its prison systems primarily because lacks the number of prisons 
it needs and the ones they do have only holds a few hundred people. The next problem Poland has with its 
prison system is that most the prison’s Poland has were built in 1800’s and one even built during the medieval 
era, with the most recent one being built in 2009. While there is no clear government solution to the problem it 
is slowly going away due to Poland’s remarkably low crime rate that decreases year after year. 
Poland’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Poland has strict laws on child labor as it is illegal to employ a 15-year-old who does not possess a work 
permit or has passed primary education. While it is possible to employ a 13-15-year-old child they must agree 
to a contract first and can only work small jobs such as a mall kiosk and must be supervised at all times. The 
Polish government is very lenient toward cheap labor as the country sees a lot of migrants from Russia and 
Ukraine who often come to work. The government allows this as it is very business friendly and welcomes 
workers that come into the country through legal points of entry which almost all of them do. 
Sources 
https://www.oecd.org/poland/37231744.pdf https://www.refworld.org/docid/48d748a741.html 
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/poland 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Qatar 
Delegates: George Voelker,   
School: Jesuit High School 
Qatar’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Qatar is committed to affordable higher education for all. Qatar is home to numerous prestigious colleges, 
universities and educational institutions that provide quality education to all. Through its Al-Bairaq program, 
Qatar engages students in scientific careers. In 2009, Qatar launched the World Innovation Summit for 
Education, a global meeting for innovation in worldwide education.  
Qatar’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Qatar believes that the best way to alleviate the prison crisis through strict laws and strict punishment used to 
deter crimes. Qatar has one of the lowest incarceration rates in the world mainly because of the use of this 
system. Qatar also believes that their liberal use of the death penalty has a large part to play in the low crime 
rate. 
Qatar’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Qatar has made big strides recently to reform labor laws within its own borders. It recently passed labor 
reforms that  covers wage protection, labor inspection and occupational health and safety, employment 
contracts, forced labor and worker voice. Qatar believes that labor laws should be reformed and strictly 
enforced worldwide to prevent the unfair exploration of workers and use of child labor. 
Sources 
http://uis.unesco.org https://dohanews.co http://prisonstudies.org https://www.business-humanrights.org 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Republic of Ghana 
Delegates: Elizabeth Casey, Susie Knights 
School: Mandeville High School 
Republic of Ghana’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Since Ghana gained independence over 50 years ago, it has been one of their main goals to have an educated 
and capable workforce. These initiatives have pushed them to reform education many times over the course of 
their independence. Though great moves have been made, Ghana still runs into many issues. These problems 
include: lack of equality of education to women and the poor; lack of improvements of teachers living and 
working conditions; little investments into sciences and technologies programs in research facilities and 
universities; and trouble keeping children in school. Because of economic issues Ghana has had, it has little 
money to distribute to education. Easier access to education give Ghanaians more opportunities to participate 
in competitive global markets, expand their economy, improve their technologies, and give their citizens a 
opportunity to succeed. In order to do this, the treaties funding needs to be diverted to the tuition of those 
who suffer from economic inequality or those who live in countries who need higher educated people to 
stabilize their society.  
Republic of Ghana’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
As a country that is currently experiencing prison overpopulation, the nation of Ghana prioritizes prison 
reformation and care. Although Ghana values prison care and reform, Ghana lacks the population and therefore 
resources to actively combat abuses of the penitentiary system. Ghana has an alarming amount of repeat 
offenders crowding prisons after already receiving rehabilitation services. Through this an obvious problem is 
made everclear: the post-prison rehabilitation services provided by the state are inadequate in dissuading 
repeat offenders. Therefore, funding should be diverted to rehabilitation facilities to encourage positive 
behavior. 
Republic of Ghana’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Ghana has a major issue with child labor within its country. Children are subjected to working in gold mining 
sites that have exposure to mercury and cocoa harvesting due to human trafficking. Ghana ratified the UN 
treaty the Minamata Convention on Mercury in order to protect the people and the environment from the 
effects of Mercury. Treaties like these have made slight change but not nearly enough to be on par with global 
standards. There has been little resolution in the root of Ghana’s child labor issue: human trafficking. Due to 
the still ever present problem of harsh working conditions and child labor as a result of human trafficking, the 
treaties efforts should be put into the prevention and the termination of human trafficking. 
Sources 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=1043 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/ghana 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/240637986_Educational_Expansion_and_Access_in_Ghana_A_Review_o
f_50_Years_of_Challenge_and_Progress https://www.jcu.edu.au/brighter/articles/ghanas-prison-problems-why-
prisoners-reoffend http://stopchildlabor.org/?p=3554 https://www.ilo.org/addisababa/media-
centre/pr/WCMS_563088/lang--en/index.htm 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Romania 
Delegates: Nathaniel Dela Pena,   
School: Alexandria Senior High School 
Romania’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Romania, along with the rest of Eastern Europe, is one of the most literate countries in the world with a 
literacy rate of 98.8%. Our previous communist regime emphasized the importance of education, albeit it also 
promoted adhering to communist ideals. However, in recent years, the high school dropout rate has been 
increasing and the amount of higher education institutions has been dropping. The decline of potential 
students entering these institutions have caused these problems, and the lack of government spending on 
education and instability regarding the Ministry of Education in Romania also has not helped improving access 
to higher education facilities.  In 2016, only 48% of students who are eligible for college have went and for the 
past 25 years, our education ministry has had over 20 ministers responsible for handling the path for which 
the country’s education system would follow. The lack of spending necessary for helping the disenfranchised 
people of Romania such as the poor and the Romani has only worsened their dropout rates and has not helped 
their economic standing in society.  Romania unequivocally supports the improvement of access to higher 
education. The Romanian economy is one of the most fastest growing economies in the European Union. This 
requires a highly educated workforce for new businesses that look to settle in our country. We recognize that 
the improvement of access to universities and colleges will allow people to move out of poverty, create brilliant 
minds who will serve in local businesses or even create new ones, and create innovative products useful to all 
of humanity.  
Romania’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Romania supports the effort to improve the conditions of prisons globally and reduce the incarceration rate in 
our country. The Romanian government proposed a plan to pardon those with a sentence of less than five 
years or those with suspended sentences in 2017. Romania has also reduced the prison population from 
30,156 prisoners in 2014 to 28,393 in 2015. Prisons, however, lack the capacity needed to hold prisoners, 
and Romania has been pressured by the European Court of Human Rights to fix prison overcrowding. In 2014, 
Romania has taken steps to improve overcrowding with assistance from international experts and new reforms 
passed on 1 February 2014. 
Romania’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The rise of globalization has brought many positive things to countries such as cheaper goods and 
commodities. However, it has also caused the demand for certain goods to skyrocket, and therefore cause the 
use of cheap labor and child labor. Romania has laws protecting the rights of low paid laborers and child 
workers, yet our enforcement of the laws is flawed due to the low fines on both infractions and lack of 
protections for labor unions. Minority children in Romania are also heavily used as child workers and some are 
forced to engage in petty theft. 2.3% of Romanian children are currently working in some field. Adults are also 
one of the most underpaid laborers in all of Europe, with only € 5.5 being paid hourly to Romanians. Romanians 
are also used to work in other Eastern European countries for a very low hourly rate that is about $4.10.  
Romania supports defending the rights of workers and we encourage all UN member states to allow for the 
workforce of all countries to only be strictly made of adults, and allow the young to hone their academic and 
athletic skills through the strict enforcement of labor laws in their respective countries. We also call for all 
multinational companies to respect our labor laws and look for other solutions that do not neglect the children 
of our future and take advantage of the hardworking Romanian people. 
Sources 
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper https://ourworldindata.org/child-
labor#recent-developments https://www.prison-insider.com/countryprofile/prisonsromania 
https://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/ihe/article/viewFile/8870/7941 http://uis.unesco.org/country/RO 
https://edu.ro/sites/default/files/_fișiere/Minister/2017/transparenta/Stare_sup%20%202016.pdf 
https://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/romania_statistics.html https://ourworldindata.org/global-rise-of-
education#attainment-by-level https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/ 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Russia 
Delegates: Matthew Gravois, Steven Nguyen 
School: Baton Rouge High School 
Russia’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Russia is a strong proponent of promoting access to higher education; with a tertiary degree holding rate of 
53%, Russia beats Canada for the number one spot as best educated populace, and is ranked the 6th most 
popular place to study abroad. For the past decade, Russia has been steadily increasing its budget dedicated to 
education, and plans to radically enhance the quality of its tertiary education systems by 2020. These funds 
will go towards promoting study abroad programs, scholarships, and the creation of greater education facilities 
to rival those of the west. Due to its aging population and expected burden on public debt and pension system, 
access to higher education is vital to ensuring Russia’s authority in the global economy.  
Russia’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Russia has been working on reducing it’s prison population for the better part of 20 years, decreasing 
incarceration rate from 729 prisoners per 100,000 people in 2000 to 392 prisoners per 100,000 people 
today. Russia has successfully resolved the overcrowding of prisons, with an official capacity of 812,804 
prisoners and a prison population of 567,789, Russia runs its prisons at less than 70% capacity. Russia has 
adopted a strategy to rehabilitate prisoners based on providing education for prisoners and volunteer 
involvement. Russia is committed to promoting the UN’s standards for the treatment of prisoners and crime 
prevention. 
Russia’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
While the minimum age for working is 16 years old, Russia takes other measures to prevent the exploitation of 
underage labor. Russia’s largest form of child labor is the sexual exploitation of children, defined by children 
being trafficked or sexually exploited commercially. Child labor is also seen in the agricultural sector, where 
children are required to work machinery or with pesticides. Russia has created programs such as the National 
Children's Strategy and the Federal Labor Employment Service to reduce the number of cases as well as protect 
children from exploitation. In the past years, Russia has also improved their efforts in preventing and 
prosecuting child pornography by expanding programs to police illegal content online. Russia is also scaling its 
other child protection programs to meet SDG 8.7 by 2025. 
Sources 
https://iq.hse.ru/en/news/202099777.html https://www.refworld.org/docid/48caa489c.html 
https://www.dol.gov/ilab/reports/child-labor/findings/2012tda/russia.pdf 
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2015-innovative-countries/ http://www.fsin.su  
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/russian-federation https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-
prison-reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Rwanda 
Delegates: Alex Auer, Abby Presley 
School: Captain Shreve High School 
Rwanda’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
There are many universities in Rwanda such as, the University of Kigali and KIM University. The ultimate goal 
of Rwandan universities is to Facilitate a culture which supports the production of scholarship, research, 
innovation and knowledge transfer to meet the social and economic needs or Rwanda. We train our citizens to 
be educated and ready to help develop our country. Universities support social, political, culture, and country 
advancement. Education is free in state run schools, but teachers have trouble communicating to their students 
in English, thus causing a language barrier. Rwanda would support any resolution allowing easier access to 
higher education throughout the country.  
Rwanda’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Rwanda knows first hand the horrors of overcrowded prisons. Prisons meant to hold 500 now hold 7,000. This 
is one of the issues for the global prison crisis. In Rwandan prisons, four men stand within one yard of another. 
They cannot lay down or sit, and it takes hours to reach the latrines. These conditions cause multiple deaths a 
day and many become ill with pneumonia and dysentery. Rwanda does not have the funds for these institutions 
or the amount of inmates. Rwandans are also being booked into prisons without having a trial, yet alone a 
lawyer. Not only are the people dying from the main prisons, but our people are being brought to special 
prisons to be tortured and killed. Although Rwanda feels that prisons are a necessary punishment, Rwanda 
supports exposing the horrors of the prisons in an effort to improve conditions. 
Rwanda’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Over the past thirty-five years, the economy has been transformed by technological change. The computing 
revolution and the rise of the Internet have changed the nature of product competition, reduced communication 
costs dramatically, and allowed the digitization and codification of processes. Rwanda’s GDP sits at about 
9.137 billion, due to the development of new tech jobs and a more influenced economy. In 2017, Rwanda 
finally made a move to eliminate forced labor, by releasing the “Ministerial Instructions Related to Prevention 
and Fight Against Child Labor.” Rwanda supports any means of eliminating forced labor. 
Sources 
nytimes.com therwandan.com nyulawglobal.org cia.gov 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Samoa 
Delegates: Sean Brooks, Hudson Graham 
School: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 
Samoa’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
There is access to higher education, but they are mainly trade schools. There is a main University of Samoa 
that accounts for the majority of Samoan higher education with a wider range of studies. We support higher 
education and think that it is necessary to our society.  
Samoa’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Samoan prisons are above capacity and need to be fixed. We are open to any reforms and are in need of 
change. 
Samoa’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
We have made minimal changes to address child/cheap labor in Samoa. It is a big part of our economy and 
society, but we recognize that we probably need reforms. Such reforms include strengthening the enforcement 
of labor laws and agencies. 
Sources 
http://prisonstudies.org/country/samoa 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Senegal 
Delegates: Madi Smith, Lizzie Reich 
School: University Lab School 
Senegal’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
In recent years, we have seen an exponential increase in the quality of education in Senegal, and believe that 
we are getting closer every year towards higher education for all citizens. One of our biggest issues today 
regards the gap between boys and girls having the ability to attend schools, as the literacy rate for women is 
much lower than the literacy rate for men. This is just as much about gender equality as it is access to 
education. Overall, nearly 40% of Senegalese children do not attend school. This is a result of a variety of 
sources from poverty to gender discrimination.  The help of several national and international programs, such 
as UNESCO and The Borgen Project, have helped fund and bring to light the flaws in the country’s education 
system. If we could fix this issue amongst our people, we could pull the majority of our country out of poverty 
and improve the well-being of the people. This means fewer teenage pregnancies and lower unemployment 
rates. In addition, this will prevent many of our people from committing violent acts against our laws, thus 
reducing the number of convicted citizens.  
Senegal’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Senegal recognizes our prisons as a major concern within our nation due to inhumane treatment of staff 
members and inmates, lack of proper facilities, and overcrowding. In efforts to begin improving our correctional 
facilities and make them more humane, we have adopted the name “House of Arrest and Corrections” for our 
prisons. Currently, there are 37 penal institutions within our country, with 9,422 prisoners, 200 of them being 
minors (2018 est.).   We believe that prisoners deserve the right to education whilst in prison. As 
aforementioned, literacy rates are incredibly low in our nation, therefore, in recent years several organizations 
have developed education programs that raise literacy and aid in the reintegration into society. Due to the 
difficulty of reintegrating into society, many previous convicts join radical extremist groups that threaten the 
safety of our nation. Through these education programs, we aim to not only better our prisons, but our citizens 
and their journey back into society. 
Senegal’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
It is of utmost importance that our citizens are respected and treated equally within the workforce. Currently, 
rates of unemployment are decreasing with our efforts to increase the quality of education. Despite this, we 
are still working to provide better opportunities for men and women in our nation. With much of the nation in 
severe poverty, it is important for citizens to be able to make a sustainable living. However, minimum wage for 
many agricultural jobs does not provide enough for the average person to support themselves and their family. 
This causes longer work hours and unhealthy working environments for many adults and children alike.   As of 
right now, the greatest issue pressing our country is the extreme degrees of child labor, which has been hardly 
dealt with over recent years. While Senegalese children are considered precious to the community, they are 
often mistreated due to lack of protection in the work force. With poverty levels high, children and teenagers 
throughout the country are faced with many challenges regarding both home and school life. On top of this, 
nearly a quarter of children between 5 to 14 years old have to work to support their families. It is crucial that 
efforts be made to reduce the number of children in the work force, as they are at risk of contracting disease 
or falling victim to child trafficking. 
Sources 
“Senegal Overview.” World Bank, 2018, www.worldbank.org/en/country/senegal/overview.   “Senegal 
Population.” WorldBank, 2017, data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL. “Senegal Trade Partners.” OEC - 
Brazil (BRA) Exports, Imports, and Trade Partners, 2018, atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/sen/.  “The 
World Factbook: Senegal.” Central Intelligence Agency, Central Intelligence Agency, 1 Feb. 2018, 
www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sg.html. 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Singapore 
Delegates: Evan Leleux, Taylor Ellis 
School: Alexandria Senior High School 
Singapore’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Singapore is passionate about higher education, and attempts to create opportunity for everyone. Singapore’s 
access to higher education is based solely on personal achievement, and in some cases merit- based 
achievement. To be admitted to the post- secondary level of education, students will participate in the 
Singaporean GCE ‘O’ Level and their results open doors for certain universities based on said scores. In order 
to reach GCE ‘A’ Level, the students have to take a prerequisite of  a two- year course or Millennia Institute for 
a three- year course. If students do not reach the base level of academic achievement there is an option, the 
vocational technical education.  
Singapore’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Singapore’s prison system is at 80% occupancy, but the total population has dropped since 2002 from 16,310 
to 12,219 in 2016. Singapore enjoys one of the lowest crime rates in the world, and crimes are usually 
nonviolent. Most are crimes of opportunity like pickpocketing and purse snatching; there are rarely any 
weapons involved. We feel the Global Prison Crisis needs to be addressed worldwide, but Singapore is not a 
major source of prisoners. There is one main prison facility in Singapore, where inmates spend twenty- three 
hours a day inside. Inmates have to sleep on the floor with restrictions on their access to media, work, and 
recreational activities. 
Singapore’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In Singapore, a child has to be 13 year olds to obtain a part-time job. There is no minimum wage enforced over 
all jobs, but there is a minimum monthly salary. Certain jobs such as cleaners and security guards do have a set 
minimum wage. Students age 15 or younger who are still in school can work no more than six hours per day; 
persons 16 or older can only work seven hours per day. Child Labor Laws in Singapore pertain mainly to manual 
labor performed by sixteen year olds or younger who can not work from 11 pm to 6 am or on their rest days. 
Sources 
http://prisonstudies.org/country/singapore  https://dollarsandsense.sg/can-children-and-teenagers-work-
legally-in-singapore/  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/sn.html 
 
Entry:33



General Assembly Position Statement 

Sweden 
Delegates: Adam Cutrer, Melanie Lutfallah 
School: Alexandria Senior High School 
Sweden’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Sweden is ranked among the world leaders in higher education. The teaching model applied at Swedish 
universities and university colleges is based on the motto ‘freedom with responsibility’. This means that 
students have somewhat less teacher-led time than is usual elsewhere, mainly pursuing their studies on their 
own or in groups. Sweden supports a globe movement to provide enhanced higher education for the masses. 
We believe it will create a society better equipped to deal with pressing world issues.  
Sweden’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Sweden is a pioneer in prison education. Prison education is any educational activity that occurs inside prison. 
Courses can include basic literacy programs, secondary school equivalency programs, vocational education and 
tertiary education. Other activities such as rehabilitation programs, physical education and arts and crafts 
programs may also be considered a form of prison education. Programs are typically provided, managed and 
funded by the prison system, though inmates may be required to pay for distance education programs. The 
history of and current practices in prison education vary greatly among countries. Sweden hopes to deal with a 
global prison crisis by educating inmates and securing them a job upon release from prison so they may not 
return. 
Sweden’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Swedish law permits full-time employment at age 16 under the supervision of local authorities. Employees 
under age 18 may work only during the daytime and under supervision. Children as young as 13 years may 
work parttime or in "light" work with parental permission.There is not an outstanding problem with underage 
child labor in sweden. 
Sources 
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2003/27866.htm 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Switzerland 
Delegates: Aubri Miller, Dennis McInerney 
School: Mandeville High School 
Switzerland’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Switzerland has 12 state-run university institutions that are partially funded by the government. The 
Intercantonal Agreement of 1981 declared that all cantons will share the cost of university by contributing a 
proportional amount of money based on the number of students in each cantonal university. By doing so, equal 
access is granted to students from all participating cantonal universities. In 2013, we spent 14.9% of our total 
public expenditure on primary to tertiary education as we are extremely dedicated to providing higher 
education to those who wish to pursue a professional career. Our initiatives in higher education led to 49% of 
25 to 34 year olds attending a level of tertiary education. Switzerland has great access to higher education 
and a well-structured system in which it is run.  
Switzerland’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Switzerland believes that overcrowding of prisons is absolutely unacceptable and unfair to the inmates and 
prison officials. The occupancy level of Swiss prisons was 91.9% in 2017, a significantly smaller level than 
many other countries. Approximately 6,860 of the 8.42 million citizens of Switzerland were imprisoned in 
2017. We organized a specialized training program for prison doctors and nurses in 2012 that led to 
improvements in the lives and health of prisoners. We believe that overcrowding and a lack of proper training 
in prisons should be avoided at all costs. 
Switzerland’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Switzerland incorporated many articles into the Constitution that protect fair labor and avoid the violation of 
labor laws. Our Constitution guarantees legal employment contracts (Article 8.2 Const.), equal pay and 
treatment for men and women (Article 8.3 Const.), and a maximum of 45 weekly hours of work for industrial 
workers and 50 for all other workers (Article 9 LT). With these labor laws, among many others, we demand that 
employers treat their workers fairly. According to the ILO, we had one of the lowest unemployment rates in 
Europe in 2017 with a rate of 3.3%. For other nations struggling with the violation of labor laws, we propose 
to incorporate a similar labor structure that, at the bare-minimum, limits the amount of hours that employees 
can work in a week and increases the minimum wage to allow workers to become more content with their jobs 
and therefore be more efficient and sufficiently support their families. 
Sources 
CIA World Fact Book 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Syrian Arab Republic 
Delegates: Alec Scheffler, Darren Tsang 
School: Jesuit High School 
Syrian Arab Republic’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Higher education in Syria is open to anyone who completes the three years of noncompulsory secondary 
education and obtains his “Bakaloriat.” The Syrian government, amidst constant power outages and a lack of a 
water supply, has had to raise tuition fees at its public universities. Among other issues such as the ongoing 
civil conflict, the overwhelming poverty, and the frequent lack of electricity and water, the Syrian Arab Republic 
thinks that access to higher education is an important issue but it must focus on reinstituting stability and 
peace before attempting to solve that issue.  
Syrian Arab Republic’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
As a signatory to the  Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Syrian 
government believes that all prisoners must be treated with humanity and dignity, and guards shall not  use 
brutality against detainees, call them degrading names,or otherwise degrade them. Furthermore, torture as 
mean of extracting information of prisoners must not be  tolerated. Finally, Prisons should provide adequate 
rooming, sanitation, and food for prisoners. However, Syria opposes inhumane and invalid imprisonment  from 
all nations but most especially from the so-called “State of Israel.” Ever since its inception, Israel has cited 
illegitimate reasons to arrest and detain many innocents from its neighbors including Palestine and our own 
state, Syria. Such examples include the heinous arrests and maliciously lengthy sentencings of  Ayham Bassem 
Sabbah, an 18 year old sentenced to 35 years in prison, hero Sudqi al-Maqt who had been detained for 27 
years and has been sentenced to an additional 14 years for fighting against the oppressive Israeli regime, 16-
year-old Khalil Yousef Ali Jabarin, who was shot, injured, and detained by the IDF, and numerous other 
instances of even women and children being detained without trial, including those among the over 330 
arrested during the December Gaza Protests. Such effects should be met with harsh consequences and 
sanctions from the U.N. committee. 
Syrian Arab Republic’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The Syrian government prohibits anyone under the age of fifteen from working, but the current civil conflict 
has made it difficult to enforce this law, thus child labor is becoming more prevalent. As a result of the abject 
poverty experienced by many in the nation, children are forced into jobs in order to supplement their families’ 
income or simply to provide for themselves. Additionally, the  Syrian government strongly discourages 
discourages young children from leaving school to work. 
Sources 
https://supporthere.org/page/higher-education-syria 
https://www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/Networ
k_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/The_Educational_System_of_Syria__An_Overview/ 
https://www.al-fanarmedia.org/2017/01/midst-war-syria-raises-tuition-fees/ 
http://syriatransitionaljustice.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/SCTJ_Prison_Report_Final_En.pdf 
https://www.maannews.com/Content.aspx?id=782111 http://www.maannews.com/Content.aspx?id=781084 
http://syriatimes.sy/index.php/golan/38715-dean-of-syrian-detainees 
http://syriatimes.sy/index.php/news/regional/39428-over-180-palestinians-detained-in-last-five-days-says-
prisoners-commission http://syriatimes.sy/index.php/analyses-and-studies/39758-continued-crimes-against-
children 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Thailand 
Delegates: Kaitlyn Savoie, Avavictoria Proano 
School: St. Joseph's Academy 
Thailand’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Thailand believes granting access to higher education is very important and needed to be successful. The 
amount of universities in our country has rapidly grown from just a small handful of institutions in the 1970s 
to 156 in 2015, and our number of students in higher education has also rapidly increased from less than 
130,000 students in the 1970s to more than 2.5 million in 2012. We also offer great international programs, 
which in 2015, grew to 1,044 programs. In 2018, we introduced a new and better admissions process, which is 
called a Thai Central Admission System (TCAS) and helps students afford and have better chances of admission.  
Thailand’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Thailand strongly believes that people who have committed a crime should be incarcerated. Thailand has the 
second highest female incarceration rates with nearly half of the population of women imprisoned. All the 
prisons in Thailand fit up to 300 people per cell. Thailand’s strategies toward strong judgment on drugs and 
incarceration are inspired by the United States of America. If one commits any obstruction to the law of 
Thailand, they deserve time in prison because of their actions. The global prison crisis is not a problem that is 
deemed of high importance to our government because of the consequences people deserve after committing a 
crime. 
Thailand’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Thailand strongly wishes to eliminate child labor, and in 2017, we made great attempts at achieving that goal, 
which in great efforts, was proven to have made a significant advancement. In our department offices of Labor 
Protection and Welfare, we assigned more officers to inspection centers at shipping posts and police officers 
to investigate Internet crimes against children. We also signed an information sharing agreement with the U.S. 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. We created a ministerial regulation that prohibits certain 
work at home to workers under the age of 15. 
Sources 
https://wenr.wes.org/2018/02/education-in-thailand-2   https://gpinvestigations.pri.org/a-us-style-drug-war-
brings-a-terrible-cost-thai-prisons-packed-full-of-women-f25086769bcd  
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-
reform/UNODC_Strategy_on_Addressing_the_Global_Prison_Crisis.pdf  
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/thailand  https://wenr.wes.org/2018/02/education-in-thailand-2  
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/thailand 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Delegates: Tanner Lewis, Tanner Lewis 
School: Alexandria Senior High 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Education is a high priority in the country and Trinidad and Tobago enjoys a fine reputation in this regard. It is 
free and compulsory for children from ages 5 to 15. Non-mandatory pre-school may begin as early as age 3. 
Primary school starting age 5, comprises 7 grades followed by a secondary entrance assessment. Families take 
the matter seriously too, and for a few weeks the nation feels the strain. Secondary school is compulsory for 
the first 5 years during which time a traditional academic curriculum is followed. Following completion of their 
Caribbean secondary education certificate, students may stay on at secondary school for a further 2 years. 
This may lead to a Caribbean advanced proficiency certificate and entrance to tertiary education. The national 
training agency is responsible for monitoring and improving the quality of vocational training in Trinidad and 
Tobago. It does this in partnership with all the relevant partners, and has achieved much during its jurisdiction. 
University education is free too, but only at undergraduate level and only at approved universities. These 
include the University of the West Indies, the University of Trinidad and Tobago, and the University of the 
Southern Caribbean. Some government subsidies are available for master’s programs... Trinidad and Tobago has 
a well funded educated system. Overall as a country, the majority of the adult population is well educated with 
numerous universities and colleges. And free public school education from ages 5-15.  
Trinidad and Tobago’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Trinidad and Tobago’s prison population rate is 292 per 100,000. Based on the estimated population at 1.37 
million at September 2018. While in comparison to the United States (a very developed country, one of the 
leading countries of the world) has a prison population rate of 655 per 100,000. Therefor, Trinidad and 
Tobago would be considered to have their crime rates and prison population very much under control. 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
In June 2016 the unemployment rate was 4.4 percent, but it is artificially low due to government make-work 
programs that absorb excess labor.The youth unemployment rate (20-24 years of age) is above the national 
average at 7.3 percent. Agricultural employment accounts for 4 percent of total employment while employment 
in services accounts for over 60 percent of total employment. The national minimum wage is TTD 15.00 (USD 
$2.37) per hour. The law establishes a 40-hour workweek, a daily period for lunch or rest, and premium pay for 
overtime. The law does not prohibit excessive or compulsory overtime. The law provides for paid leave, with the 
amount of leave varying according to length of service. 
Sources 
https://www.export.gov/article?id=Trinidad-and-Tobago-Labor-Policies-and-Practices 
https://www.scholaro.com/pro/countries/Trinidad-and-Tobago/Education-System 
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/trinidad-and-tobago http://www.prisonstudies.org/highest-to-
lowest/prison_population_rate?field_region_taxonomy_tid=All 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Turkey 
Delegates: Keegan Coon, Mark Raines 
School: Captain Shreve High School 
Turkey’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Turkey is currently working to provide more and better access to higher education for its young people. The 
main goal of this project is to progress and improve both internally and on the European scale. Already the 
number of students in higher education has increased drastically over the past hundred years, with enrollment 
jumping from just under 3000 in 2004 to just over 2 million, and this number is still rising. However, with the 
recent rise in the number of young people in the country, we recognize that in order to keep up and even 
improve we must begin encouraging higher learning. However, while we have taken the initiative to attempt to 
create a working system of higher education, we currently do not have the required funds to fuel such a 
project. As a result of this, and with the intention of making progress, we are looking into shifting our higher 
education system in a way that many other European countries have done in the past half-century. We are 
planning to move away from government run organizations to a system of autonomous universities that will 
follow a set of government standards, yet be run by professional organizations.  
Turkey’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
As of November of 2018, there were 260,000 incarcerated peoples in Turkey’s 381 prison facilities - which is 
considered, compared to global averages, a low incarceration rate. Despite the low incarceration rates, Turkey 
currently hold 118% of our official capacity. Unfortunately, in 2006 Turkey had 2,794 human rights violations 
in prisons alone. Roughly 1,500 of these violations dealt with disciplinary punishment. Since then there has 
been some improvement, with help from the European Union’s “Dissemination of model prison practices and 
promotion of the Prison Reform in Turkey,” but the majority of the reforms have been countered in lieu of our 
all-to-recent coup d’etat attempt. Children as young as 5-months have been imprisoned with their mothers. 
There is also very little medical treatment in our prisons, and thanks to their overcrowded state, there was a 
situation in which 23 women were forced into a cell made for eight. An evangelistic American pastor, Andrew 
Brunson, after being accused of terrorism charges for trying to fragment the country (related to the coup), was 
held in Turkey for 2 years before being allowed to return home. In the last two years, mistreatment and torture 
reports have actually increased. An IRIN investigation, discovered that “prisoners (were) being held in stress 
positions over prolonged periods, while also being subjected to sleep deprivation, beatings, sexual abuse, and 
threats of rape.” Our prisoners must also pay for all of their in prison expenses such as: water, gas, extra food, 
books, phone calls, trips to the hospital, and bathroom and sanitary supplies. Sungerli odalar or “sponge 
rooms” are also a common form of disciple (A form of solitary confinement in which prisoners are put in a cell 
with foam mattresses lining the floors and walls.) All in all, the prison situation in our great country is not 
ideal, but we are trying to continue reforming our prison environments for the betterment of our people. 
Turkey’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The Turkish republic, in efforts to improve relations with its western “allies”, as well as for the betterment of 
Turkish society, drastically improved the conditions of the working class citizen since becoming a member of 
NATO in 1952. Now being a member of the EU, Turkey realized the way the wind is blowing. To this effect, 
reforms have been enacted to protect the citizen from “cheap labor,” or what is known colloquially as 
“sweatshops.” The Turkish culture and ethnicity is a proud and magnificent one who has gifted the world many 
advances. As such, the nation realizes it must take certain measures to remain competitive on the world stage, 
and open up to foreign investment.However, no citizen of Turkey can be forced into labor, but ultimately some 
might, perhaps those who we as a government do not yet have the right to protect, those who have not been 
naturalized by five years of residency. 
Sources 
https://www.iep-qaa.org/downloads/publications/Turkey_trends_challenges_opportunities.pdf   
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html  
https://ahvalnews.com/human-rights/torture-ill-treatment-has-become-norm-turkish-prisons#  
https://www.refworld.org/docid/47d6547e23.html  https://www.coe.int/en/web/criminal-law-coop/turkey-
prison-reform  https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/07/opinion/turkey-andrew-brunson-prison.html  
https://www.prison-insider.com/countryprofile/prisonsinturkey#introduction-577e269702da8  
https://www.irinnews.org/investigations/2017/09/06/crackdown-prison-conditions-worsen-post-coup-turkey  
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/07/opinion/turkey-andrew-brunson-prison.html 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Uganda 
Delegates: Misha Pettigrew, Logan Langdon 
School: Mandeville High School 
Uganda’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
The system of education in Uganda has a structure of 7 years of primary education, 6 years of secondary 
education (divided into 4 years of lower secondary and 2 years of upper secondary school), and 3 to 5 years of 
post-secondary education. The government of Uganda recognizes education as a basic human right and 
continues to strive to provide free primary education to all children in the country. However, issues with 
funding, teacher training, rural populations, and inadequate facilities continue to hinder the progress of 
educational development in Uganda.  
Uganda’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The Ugandan penitentiary system has undergone significant change over the past ten years. Most reforms have 
been sponsored by international donors and human rights NGOs.The Uganda Prisons Service (UPS) has shown 
political will to reduce acts of torture, ill treatment, forced labor and life threatening conditions inside most 
prisons. Uganda has the lowest reoffending rates in Africa, estimated at around 30%. However, overcrowding 
is still alarmingly high and strong differences are observed between Luzira Maximum Security Prison (Kampala), 
considered a model prison in Africa, and most rural jails throughout the country.The UPS recordkeeping is 
considered unsteady and unreliable. The Commissioner General of Prisons, Dr. Johnson Byabashaija, said the 
prison population stood at 48,689 inmates as of August 2016. This figure represents a 15.4% increase of the 
total prison population in only two years. In fact, prison population has grown over 30% in the last ten years. 
The prison system has an approved carrying capacity of 16,612 prisoners. The occupancy rate stands at over 
293% as of October 2016. The Attorney General’s 2014 report found that five prisons showed occupancy 
rates of over 500%. Because of this Uganda has its own prison crisis and we are expected to see more 
overcrowding within our nation's prisons in the future. 
Uganda’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
.In 2017, Uganda made moderate advancements in efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. Police 
officers conducted 29 investigations on the worst forms of child labor. The government, in partnership with a 
local bank, contributed approximately $9 million to a program that aims to reduce youth unemployment 
through enterprise development, job creation, and business skills training. However, children in Uganda still 
engage in the worst forms of child labor in commercial sexual exploitation and dangerous gold mining. 
Inadequate funding, training, and resources hampered the capacity of law enforcement agencies to conduct 
child labor inspections and investigations. Gaps in the legal framework persist, including contradicting laws 
regulating the minimum age for employment. In addition, existing programs are inadequate to address child 
labor in the country. However, we feel it is necessary we take even more steps to end child labor in our 
country, and the world. 
Sources 
https://www.prison-insider.com/countryprofile/prisonsinuganda?s=la-population-carcerale#la-population-
carcerale https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/explore-our-resources/reports/child-labor/uganda 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_Uganda https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/ug.html https://www.britannica.com/place/Uganda 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

Ukraine 
Delegates: Lillie Hauptmann, Aimee Martin 
School: Woodlawn high school 
Ukraine’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
Ukraine ranks fourth in the world in the number of people with higher education, and the literacy rate is 100 
percent among its youngest generations. Ukraine ranks 31 out of 144 countries in primary school enrollment, 
41st in secondary education, and 13th in higher education.  
Ukraine’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
Ukraine's total prison population has gone from 218,800 to 60,621 in just 17 years and their female prison 
population has decreased drastically, in 16 years its dropped from 11,000 to 1,000. Ukraine has no death 
penalties. Ukraine has no problem with crime due to the fact that they are conditioned to be good people 
because they were trapped in the SU until the year 1991. 
Ukraine’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Children in Ukraine engage in the worst forms of child labor, including in the production of pornography and 
perform dangerous tasks in street work. In 2017, Ukraine gave a few efforts to eliminate the worst forms of 
child labor, but you can't fix everything with one law. 
Sources 
1. https://mon.gov.ua/ua 2. http://prisonstudies.org/country/ukraine 3.https://www.prison-
insider.com/countryprofile/prisons-ukraine-en 4.https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-
labor/ukraine 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

United Arab Emirates 
Delegates: Angele McCleery, Jenay Hansen 
School: St. Joseph's Academy 
United Arab Emirates’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
UAE citizens have access to free public higher education. 95% of girls and 80% of boys apply for higher 
education. The UAE believes that disadvantages such as a low economic status or a mental disability should 
prevent someone from pursuing higher education.  The UAE believes in working together with different 
countries to create an international and well-rounded competitive education environment. The UAE believes 
higher education will benefit all aspects of society. The UAE wants a diversified education system.  
United Arab Emirates’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
United Arab Emirates’ constitution guarantees a fair trial. No person is subjected to torture or any other 
indignity. The country is not a part of the UN Convention on the Protection of All Person from Enforced 
Disappearance. UAE did not join or ratify Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
United Arab Emirates’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
United Arab Emirates have taken great strides to improve their labor force. The UAE has fully accepted 100 
recommendations, partially accepted or noted 61 recommendations and rejected 19 recommendations made by 
the UN member states during the UPR session in January 2013. Due to these recommendations the UAE has 
laws to guarantee better protection for children in accordance with international standards is in the final 
stages of approval and in developing its labor laws in order to improve living conditions for foreign workers, 
especially domestic workers. The Ministry of Labor has also taken further measures to implement the legislative 
and procedural protection of contract workers, in order to provide more safeguards. This is aided by 
organizational units within the Ministry of Labor that focus on labor guidance, protection of wages. 
Sources 
https://www.uae-embassy.org/about-uae/education-uae  
https://www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/Networ
k_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/Educational_System_of_the_United_Arab_Emirates/  
http://www.uaecd.org/higher-education  https://gulfnews.com/uae/government/un-human-rights-council-
adopts-upr-report-on-uae-1.1194156 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

United Kingdom 
Delegates: Alex Tirado, Kayla Rush 
School: Mandeville High School 
United Kingdom’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
According to the most recent statistics, the UK has roughly 2.3 million students enrolled in higher education 
institutions and while this may seem substantial, the United Kingdom has one of the lowest rates of students 
enrolled in colleges/universities among first world countries worldwide. The access to higher education is not a 
pervasive issue in the UK, but over the past decade it has seen a fluctuating pattern of students pursuing 
higher education due to the rising price of college from less than 3000 pounds in 2004 to now 9250 pounds. 
There have been student led protest against the exceeding cost of tuition,citing how it is the highest among its 
neighboring countries. The United Kingdom’s Department of Education supports increasing higher education 
and within the last ten years has worked to improve their educational system and the access residents have to 
it.  
United Kingdom’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The prison population in the UK in 2018 was about 92,500 individuals. As of May 2018, fifty-eight percent of 
prisons throughout the UK had experienced overcrowding. Reported assaults as well as self-harm incidents has 
been increasing over the last few years in the United Kingdom. As of 2018, the UK’s leading doctors have 
called for action to place a ban on solitary confinement for children and young adults. Based on a 2018 article, 
nearly forty percent of boys in British jails have spent time in solitary confinement- something doctors of the 
UK believe to have intense impacts on the young individuals’ health. There have been prison reform studies 
that have reported prisoners deliberately engineering ways to be moved into solitary confinement to escape 
the violence of regular prison wings and to raise concerns about their treatment and conditions.Theresa May 
has stated that she will push for further reforms to the prison system so as to establish a “rehabilitation 
revolution.” 
United Kingdom’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
The United Kingdom labor laws have been increasing over the years as to set a minimum wage, zero hour 
contracts, and net migration making labor markets overall more flexible. The United Kingdom has taken 
concrete steps to ensure that the conduct of organizations and companies is carried out in a fair and 
humanitarian way. In 2015 the UK enacted the Modern Slavery Act that required all organizations incorporated 
in the UK to publish a statement on their website setting out the steps they are taking or have taken during 
the fiscal year to ensure that slavery and human trafficking is not taking place in their supply chain, or in any 
part of their business. The United Kingdom is also open to humanitarian efforts aimed at assisting countries 
struggling with child labor and unfair labor laws. 
Sources 
House of Commons Library  https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/university-tuition-fees-england-
highest-world-compare-students-student-loan-calculator-a7654276.html 
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2010/dec/14/prison-works-says-theresa-may  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/27/uks-most-vulnerable-and-dangerous-inmates-live-side-by-
side-in-solitary  https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/solitary-confinement-young-offenders-
ban-mental-health-children-prison-justice-department-a8308941.html House of Commons Library- UK Prison 
Population Statistics  https://www.asil.org/blogs/united-kingdom-outlines-its-position-humanitarian-
intervention-and-responsibility-protect https://www.internationallaborlaw.com/2017/02/22/the-top-ten-
things-you-should-know-about-uk-employment-law/ 
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General Assembly Position Statement 

United States of America 
Delegates: Scotty Black, Jackson Bell 
School: Catholic High School 
United States of America’s Stance on Access to Higher Education 
With community colleges, public universities, and private universities at the disposal of the America, people, 
the United States provides many opportunities for those seeking higher education. State-regulated budgets 
and student loans make it possible for individuals to attend college who cannot pay out of pocket, which has 
led to the continuous diversification of the higher education system to include a quantity of minority students 
that--while still not representative of the population--is greater than before. However, the American education 
system is not without flaw. The U.S. is insistent upon leaving decisions regarding education to the states with 
minimal intervention and believes that the increased opportunities for employment and pay should motivate 
individuals to pursue higher education.  
United States of America’s Stance on the Global Prison Crisis 
The United States has the largest prison population in the world at approximately 2.3 million people. “The 
American criminal justice system holds almost 2.3 million people in 1,719 state prisons, 102 federal prisons, 
1,852 juvenile correctional facilities, 3,163 local jails, and 80 Indian Country jails as well as in military prisons, 
immigration detention facilities, civil commitment centers, state psychiatric hospitals, and prisons in the U.S.” 
“The state and federal prison population grew from 218,466 in 1974 to 1,508,636 in 2014, which is a nearly 
600 percent increase. For comparison, the overall United States population has increased just 51 percent since 
1974.” This increase can be attributed largely to the mass incarcerations which occured in the 1980s and 
1990s during the war on drugs, and is still favored by the country’s Chief Executive but opposed by many 
Democratic members of Congress. 
United States of America’s Stance on Cheap/Child Labor Laws 
Child labor has been banned in the united states since the 1938 passage of the 1938  Fair Labor Standards 
Act by Congress. This Act, “fixed minimum ages of 16 for work during school hours, 14 for certain jobs after 
school, and 18 for dangerous work. Today all the states and the U.S. government have laws regulating child 
labor.” Child labor is viewed as quite abhorrent in the United States today and strict laws are in effect to keep 
children from being exploited in the name of capital. Even the movie industry, where child actors are often 
needed to portray younger roles, have strict limits on working hours and wages for those under 18. 
Sources 
National Center for Education Statistics Census Bureau Central Intelligence Agency 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Afghanistan 
Delegates: Kate Kaufman, Riley Hulin 
School: Episcopal School of Acadiana 
Afghanistan’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Afghanistan has the highest infant mortality rate in the world at 108.5 deaths/1,000 live births. (2018 est.) 
Because Afghanistan is a developing country, many mothers lack the education and resources to breastfeed 
their babies, leading to higher rates of infant death. Half of Afghan children are not breastfed due to a lack of 
information about breastfeeding and maternal health. Stigmas against talking about female anatomy publicly, 
ignorance about the benefits of breastfeeding, and the use of baby formula and milk powder have contributed 
to this.  In the past, a private corporation set up by a Nestle nutritionist from the USA distributed free infant 
formula in Mazar-i-Sharif city and other villages to doctors and mothers in hospitals. They claimed it to be a 
humanitarian effort, but promoting baby formula as better than breastfeeding is misleading due to the  
hormones and antibodies that are in breast milk that can fight against disease. Two commercials have been 
stopped by The Ministry of Public Health and UNICEF. These formula companies should be subject to regulation 
and World Health Organization standards so that they do not aggressively promote their product as a breast 
milk replacement. This would both reduce infant mortality rates and also the household expenses of poor 
families, leading to an overall better social state. 
Afghanistan’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
99.7 percent of the population of Afghanistan practices Islam. There is little separation between church and 
state as the Afghanistan government makes decisions based on the Islamic code. The cultural norms including 
dress, dietary codes, prayer and language also stem from the Islamic code. Most religious persecution comes 
from tensions between the two branches of Islam: the Sunni and the Shia. The Taliban was formed by 
radicalized Sunni terrorists who targeted and killed minority groups, especially the Shi’a. Freedom of religion is 
limited because culture and society must align with Islamic code. For example, women must cover their heads. 
Blasphemy and Apostasy also hold huge consequences like social discrimination and even severe punishments. 
Minorities are targeted through the enforcement of these laws. 
Afghanistan’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
In Afghanistan, child labor is generally practiced. The government of Afghanistan released a statistic that at 
least 25% of children aged 5 to 14 worked to earn money for their families, with only 50% attend school. 
These children are forced into working because Afghanistan is still one of the poorest countries in the world 
and therefore those families need the income of their child. The reasons for this extreme poverty range from 
not many men able to work, not much available land, high unemployment, and continued warfare. While child 
labor is generally practiced, the government’s official stance is anti child labor. Afghanistan’s Labor law states 
that 18 is the youngest a person is able to work. If a child is aged from 15-17 years of age, they can do work 
that does not put them in danger, with low hours (less than 35 hours a week), and helps them work towards 
vocational training. If a child is under 14, they are legally not allowed to work, no matter the circumstances. 
Despite these laws, child labor is still widely practiced. The government cites lack of budget for the inability to 
enforce the budget, saying all of their money is going towards security issues. 
Sources 
https://culturalatlas.sbs.com.au/afghan-culture/religion-19e97e99-084a-4650-a714-d1ebd7d30e7f   
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/07/14/they-bear-all-pain/hazardous-child-labor-afghanistan#  
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/af.html#field-anchor-people-and-
society-infant-mortality-rate https://www.scmp.com/article/512815/poverty-and-ignorance-fatal-formula-
afghan-infants https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/world-breastfeeding-week-spotlights-issue-nutrition-
afghan-infants 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Algeria 
Delegates: Kennedy Benford, Alex Bell 
School: Southern University Laboratory School 
Algeria’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Having various procedures when preparing baby formula, Algeria doesn’t stand with baby formula being 
produced and sold in their country. The production of liquid milk formula has “a lack of demand and very low 
consumer awareness,” causing the production of baby formula to decrease worldwide. Algeria has health 
workers that does not have updated knowledge or skills to effectively underpin infants. There’s an estimated 
count of 111 mothers who engage in breastfeeding their infants. Algeria feels this is the safest method for 
babies being fed. 
Algeria’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Algeria is unsupportive of forced child labor. Algeria’s government consist of a unitary and semi-presidential 
republic which does not strongly investigate or prosecute sex trafficking/forced labor crimes, yet as of 
September 2016 the Algerian government are taking extreme efforts to provide protection services to 
trafficking victims. Many citizens deny that human trafficking and forced labor takes place in their country. 
Algeria doesn’t fully comply with the TVPA’s standards, therefore it has been updated to the Tier 2 Watch List . 
This caused Algeria to start an investigation, where they found over 65 potential forced labor victims. Citizens 
are paid $2.00 per hour and forced to do the same tasks similar to  slaves. At first Algeria was all for forced 
child labor but now that is slowly decreasing. 
Algeria’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Algeria is benevolent for religious persecution because they are strictly muslim. Algeria’s main religion is 
muslim and they have restrictive laws which prevents them for any other religious worship which put other 
religions in trouble. Algerian Christians fear for their life due the laws because they’re scared of persecution. 
As my source states.” The influence and activity of radical Islamic groups in this area are also sources of 
danger and persecution for Algerian Christians.” Algerian muslims try to force christians into religious actions 
instead of letting them have freedom of religion. 
Sources 
http://www.ibfan.org/art/IBFAN_CRC60_Algeria-June2011.pdf 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTMETAP/Resources/WQM-AlgeriaP.pdf  
https://www.euromonitor.com/baby-food-in-algeria/report https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-
persecution/world-watch-list/algeria/ https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/countries/2015/243381.htm 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Australia 
Delegates: Noor Farhat,   
School: Alexandria Senior High 
Australia’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
According to the Australian government’s Department of Health, Australia views breastfeeding as the 
healthiest option for a mother and their child. Babies should be breastfed for at least six months, and in 
Australia 90% of babies were breastfed between 0-24 months. The issue of breastfeeding vs. baby formula is 
not a major issue because the Australian government keeps their people constantly informed about any new 
research. Australia is in support of breastfeeding over baby formula because it provides the child with a 
healthier lifestyle. Using baby formula could put children at less of a risk for diseases such as respiratory 
failures, ear infection, and leukemia. Breastfeeding also greatly benefits the mother by reducing the risk of 
breast or ovarian cancer, depression after childbirth, and enacts a quicker recovery period. Australian 
government is currently implementing programs that are monitoring breastfeeding and spreading information 
about the benefits of breastfeeding over baby formula. 
Australia’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
According to the Australian government’s Attorney-General’s Department all Australian citizens have the right 
to freedom from both slavery and forced labor. This freedom is located in article 8 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which is one of eight core human rights treaties Australia takes part in.  
Australia does not heavily restrict requirements for the employment of children and leaves the requirements up 
to each individual state. For example, New South Wales allows children under 15 to work as long as it is 
approved by the Office for Children. In contrast, Victoria does not allow any child under the age of 13 to work 
unless there are special exemption like a family business. Even when a child over the age of 13 works there it 
must only be light work and is restricted to only a few hours. The Australian government is not taking any 
effort to involve itself in the child labor laws and they will continue to leave the decision up to the states. 
Australia’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Australia has laws that protect the people’s right to religious freedom. They can expresses their religious belief 
or non-belief freely. Their religious population mostly encompasses Christians, but there is a small amount of 
Australians who practice Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism. Australia is an influential participant in the UN’s 
religious freedom programs including the Alliance of Civilizations and Ministerial meetings on Interfaith 
Dialogue, Parliament of World’s Religions, and a regional interfaith dialogue in Southeast Asia and Pacific. 
Sources 
http://www.health.gov.au/breastfeeding https://www.ag.gov.au/RightsAndProtections/HumanRights/Human-
rights-scrutiny/PublicSectorGuidanceSheets/Pages/Righttofreedomfromslaveryandforcedlabour.aspx 
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/child-rights/australia.php#Labor https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-
world/2018/australia https://dfat.gov.au/international-relations/international-organisations/un/Pages/united-
nations-un.aspx 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Belgium 
Delegates: Jackson Cheramie, Hunter Hoffmann 
School: Jesuit High School of New Orleans 
Belgium’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
While Belgium does not stand against breastfeeding, maternity leave consists on average of only 3 months 
leaving many mothers to increasingly rely on baby formula to nourish their children as they grow out of that 
range. Belgium continually stands with the World Health Organization in prohibiting direct targeting of mothers 
in advertising, however, Belgium does not prohibit the purchase of baby formula in any way nor does it 
officially promote breastfeeding of formula over the other. 
Belgium’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Belgium supports a wide variety of religions within its borders but does not maintain a single official religion. 
While the majority of its citizens practice Roman Catholicism the second largest demographic supports no 
religion at all. Religion in Belgium plays little to no role in everyday state functions, however, more recently 
Belgium has experienced issues with Radical Islamic people migrating into the country and causing issues with 
their persecuting beliefs. 
Belgium’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Belgium strictly prohibits any forced labor even payed under the age of 15. Belgium also doesn't allow for full 
work until a citizen has reached the age of 18. Belgium also supports efforts to end child labor in poorer 
countries in coordination with such groups. 
Sources 
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/07/the-epic-battle-between-breast-milk-and-infant-
formula-companies/564782/ https://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Europe/Belgium-LABOR.html 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Brazil 
Delegates: Alexandra Basse, Olivia Rodriguez 
School: Lakeshore High School 
Brazil’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
For years, Brazilian mothers have nourished their babies the traditional way, by breastfeeding. Women from 
around the country, as well as Brazil’s government, highly recommend mothers to breastfeed their young until 
they are at least six months old. This is because of the health benefits of breastfeeding as well as the fact that 
it is more cost-effective. Brazil has even gone so far as to set up a Milk Bank Network for nursing mothers who 
do not produce enough milk for their infants. As a result of this change, the infant mortality rate of Brazil 
dropped from 63.2 per 1,000 births in 1985 to just 19.6 in 2013. Brazil has also banned the advertising of 
baby formula throughout the country and has very strict laws pertaining to what can be advertised on the baby 
formula packaging. This includes the phrase “ideal for your baby” as it can discourage and guilt breast feeding 
mothers into buying the product, believing that it is healthier for their kid. Ordinances have also been passed in 
cities, including São Paulo, that fine businesses or organizations that prevent women from breastfeeding in 
public. Brail hopes to expand the amount of breastfeeding mothers in countries with low nursing rates, such as 
the United States where only about 16 percent of mothers breastfeed, and encourages businesses to not 
shame breastfeeding or falsely advertise nursing replacements such as baby formulas. 
Brazil’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
The Brazil federal constitution states freedom of conscience and belief is inviolable, and free exercise of 
religious beliefs is guaranteed. The constitution prohibits federal, state, and local governments from either 
supporting or hindering any specific religion. In response to instances of religious intolerance, particularly 
directed at followers of African-originated religious groups, the federal government launched national public 
awareness campaigns on social media to highlight respect for religious plurality and announced the creation of 
a national Network for Protection of Victims of Religious Intolerance. A number of state and municipal-level 
legislatures throughout the country held public hearings on combating religious intolerance. New initiatives to 
combat religious intolerance included enhanced training for law enforcement officials involved in combating 
crime based on religion. A number of state and municipal legislatures held public hearings on combating 
religious intolerance. In a hearing in the Federal District of Brasilia, the governor cited the creation of a 
specialized police station to receive reports of crimes related to discrimination on the basis of race, sexual 
orientation, and religion. The Federal Public Ministry in Rio Grande do Sul State held a hearing to develop 
practices to combat what it characterized as the “trivialization” of public demonstrations of political and 
religious intolerance. The Rio de Janeiro city government launched the Municipal Office for the Respect of 
Religious Diversity in May. Representatives of religious groups criticized the city government for filling the 
office’s 19 positions with individuals they said were political allies who lacked experience and technical 
knowledge of religious affairs. 
Brazil’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
In 2017, Brazil made a significant advancement in efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor by 
publishing an updated version of the “Dirty List,” which contains information on employers that the Ministry of 
Labor has found to be using slave labor, including that of children. From September to December, labor 
inspections were limited to state capitals or cities that have a regional Ministry of Labor office due to the lack 
of funds for vehicles, gasoline, air travel, and daily lodging and meals for labor inspectors. Furthermore, there 
are not enough labor inspectors to provide sufficient coverage of the workforce, and there is a lack of 
resources, including specialized shelters, for child victims of commercial sexual exploitation. Too often children 
are not allowed to complete their basic education, with parents justifying this by saying that children need to 
start work early to progress in life. Over five million children in Brazil of compulsory schooling age are believed 
not to attend classes. Although rural communities have traditionally been affected worse, children in cities can 
be found working landfill sites to salvage items, as well as in the sex and drugs trafficking trades, charities 
warn. More than four million Brazilian children between the ages of 5 and 17 are still working. Especially in the 
poorer northeastern part of the country, many children have no choice but to become integrated into the illegal 
job market. Certain areas of work, such as jobs in private households, cannot be effectively regulated by the 
Brazilian state, and if children work in the home, it is nearly impossible to protect them from abuses. 
 
 
 
Sources 
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2015/12/brazil-breastfeed/420219/ 
https://www.womenshealth.gov/breastfeeding/making-decision-breastfeed 



https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/brazil  
https://www.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/2015/breastfeeding-protection-technical-doc-decree.pdf 
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/269206.pdf  http://www.coha.org/made-in-brazil-confronting-
child-labor/  https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/rio-politics/brazil-struggles-to-reduce-child-labor/ 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

China 
Delegates: Shreya Reshamwala, Maryn Matthews 
School: St. Joseph's Academy 
China’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
During Mao Zedong’s regime, the use of wet nurses was condemned as frivolous and so many mothers turned 
to breastfeeding and baby formula as a way to feed their children. As a result, baby formula has always been in 
high demand. Due to the massive population and the recent repeal of the one-child rule, the demand for baby 
formula has increased among new mothers. However, most opt to only purchase foreign brands. Some brands 
of formula were produced in the country, but because of the 2008 scandal involving the covered-up lacing of 
melamine into Chinese brands and the maladies suffered by some 300,000 babies, Chinese consumers are now 
deeply skeptical of Chinese brands of baby formula; eight out of the top ten brands are foreign. The baby 
formula industry in China is worth approximately $20 billion, but most of it is controlled by international 
companies. In response to the scandal, baby formula became one of the most strictly regulated foods of the 
Chinese government with requirements more stringent than those of most developed countries. Since most 
baby formula that is purchased is imported, the poor suffer from not being able to purchase the more 
expensive and “better quality” formula. As a result of the scandal and a desire for better health of posterity, 
China supports incentives that improve the safety and quality of and accurate advertisement for baby formula. 
China’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
The Communist Party in China formally recognizes five religions: Buddhism, Daoism, Chinese Catholicism, 
Protestantism, and Islam. Although Article 36 of the Chinese constitution recognizes freedom of religion, the 
government has tightened regulations regarding the establishment and function of different religious 
institutions and has attempted to prevent certain sects from practice, including Roman Catholicism and Falun 
Gong (an organization that blends principles of Buddhism, Daoism, and qigong exercise). These sects often face 
lawful justice in the form of crackdowns, raids, and attempted reformation of beliefs. For instance, many 
Catholic priests and practitioners are arraigned by the state and millions have been sent to political and 
vocational training centers. Because of the Chinese Communist Party’s appropriate handling of such offenders, 
China denies any assistance from external sources of aid in regards to accusations of religious persecution. 
China’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Since China’s economy relies on exports and manufacturing, several children have had to work in unsuitable 
conditions. Because of the depravity of child labor and foreign pressure, China has worked to eradicate child 
labor. The number of those illegally employed has decreased meteorically; between the years of 1995 and 
2000 alone, the number of working 10 to 14-year-olds dropped from 11 million to 9 million. The uncertainty in 
general figures still remains due to the lack of transparency from local provinces and privatized businesses 
running factories that possibly employ children. There are laws in place that criminalize child employment, but 
because of the lack of enforcement, it still exists in many small scale businesses. Despite the work that China 
has done, the country still acknowledges that more progress needs to be made to defeat the evil of child labor 
for good, perhaps in the form of stricter sanctions against factories employing children or required 
documentation for competition in the foreign market. 
Sources 
https://www.marketplace.org/2018/10/24/world/foreign-infant-milk-formula-still-highly-coveted-china-10-
years-after-melamine  https://www.ft.com/content/5d236318-f1f1-11e7-b220-857e26d1aca4  
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/religion-china  
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/10/25/china-must-end-its-campaign-of-religious-
persecution-221910   
http://users.nber.org/~rdehejia/!@$devo/Lecture%2008%20Child%20labor/supplemental/basu_jel.pdf  
http://www.voicesofyouth.org/en/posts/child-labor-in-china  https://clb.org.hk/en/content/child-labour-china-
causes-and-solutions 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Finland 
Delegates: Isabelle Zelaya, Cameron Doyle 
School: Mandeville High School 
Finland’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Finland’s National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL) has launched a program which aims to support new 
mothers with breastfeeding by providing hospitals and welfare clinics with consistent guidelines. The goal of 
the program is to increase support and education provided to mothers who are deciding whether or not to 
breastfeed. The program does not discriminate against mothers who choose not to breastfeed, but merely has 
the necessary resources for those mothers who do choose to breastfeed. The THL encourages mothers to 
breastfeed for extended periods of time due to health benefits (more than 4-6 months). Finland health officials 
support the medical benefits of breastfeeding such as fewer respiratory infections, diarrhoea, and ear 
infections for newborns, as well as protecting babies from type-2 diabetes and becoming overweight. Babies in 
Finland are breast-fed longer than in many Western countries. Highly educated mothers statistically breastfeed 
longer in Finland. *Mothers are guaranteed 105 paid working days (about 4 months). Paternal leave is also 
encouraged, and fathers are covered for 54 working days (about 9 weeks). An additional paid parental leave 
period that can be split between both parents covers another 26 weeks. 
Finland’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Finland’s constitution outlines freedom of religion and also bans religious discrimination; the country 
consistently takes steps to uphold its both religious and secular freedom ideals. In 2017, the Ministry of 
Education and Culture again awarded the equivalent of $96,000 in grants to religious organizations to 
promote interfaith dialogue. In November 2017, a district court ruled in favor of a police proposal to ban the 
Nordic Resistance Movement, widely characterized as neo-Nazi, and its activities. On September 6, 2017, 
Prime Minister Juha Sipila and parliamentary party chairs issued a joint statement that condemned terrorism, 
violence, and hate speech related to religion. As seen in the country’s demographics, it has limited religious 
diversity. Still, there are minor incidents of discrimination against groups such as Jews and Muslims. However, 
the government is active in responding to these incidents by providing resources for citizens to complain about 
feelings or episodes of discrimination in the nondiscrimination ombudsman’s office; government officials also 
often meet with leaders of the Jewish and Muslim communities to discuss and help ease their concerns. 
Finland’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Finland is a signatory of several international treaties regulating the minimum age of labor and has participated 
in conventions that suppress and abolish forced labor. Finland is also an active member of the International 
Labor Organization. The country is firmly against forced and child labor, as it adopted the renewed 2014 
Forced Labor Protocol. The Finnish government is taking measures to ensure that workers’ rights are protected 
and child labor regulations are strictly enforced. Finland allows children the age of 15 to work only if they are 
no longer liable to compulsory school attendance. Working hours for children of age that are still liable to 
compulsory school attendance are very limited and only allowed with consent given by the child’s legal 
guardian. 
Sources 
https://www.ilo.org/ifpdial/information-resources/national-labour-law-profiles/WCMS_158896/lang--
en/index.htm https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/281148.pdf 
http://finnishmythoughts.weebly.com/blog/leave-for-new-parents-maternity-paternity-and-parental-leave-in-
family-centered-finland https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/health_authorities_want_finnish_mothers_to_breast-
feed_longer/10027752 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

France 
Delegates: Anjali Pellegrin, Olivia Baisier 
School: Haynes Academy 
France’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Although France signed onto the International Code of Marketing Breastmilk Substitutes, created by the World 
Health Organization, the country has only seen a slight incline in the amount of women that actually make the 
choice to breastfeed (increasing 10% from 1998 to 2003) Still, France has one of the lower breastfeeding 
rates in europe. The company Lactalis, which exports to more than 80 countries is based in western France, 
however, after a massive recall in early 2018 regarding salmonella in Lactalis Baby Formula, there was a 
widespread baby formula scare. France currently requires baby formula companies to release annual reports, 
showing all spending and creating further transparency. Regardless, France’s biggest impediment regarding 
breastfeeding is a strong ‘independent’ and ‘sexualized’ culture in which women are promoted to “take their 
bodies back” after pregnancy. The “Programme National Nutrition Santé” has created a 10-part plan to 
promote breastfeeding in France, including education and public policy. 
France’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Today, 45% of French citizens claim Christianity as their religion, 3% are Muslim, and 35% have no religion. 
France prides itself on its secularism in government and its separation of church and state. From 2010 to 
2016, France accepted 500,000 Muslim migrants and close to 80,000 Muslim refugees, showing that the 
country is making strides towards helping those afflicted by religious persecution in other countries. However, 
there have been growing tensions between the Muslim and Christian populations, with recent conflicts over 
Islamic headscarves and burkas. Much of this is in reaction to the Charlie Hebdo shooting of 2015, however 
both sides have felt the effects. The French Observatoire de la Christianophobie found that religious 
persecution against Christians in France has increased by 38% in recent years. Moreover, many Jews are 
making the choice to leave France in the face of increasing violence as well. It is the view of the French 
government that religious persecution is never acceptable, and that the freedom of religion should be 
protected for every person. 
France’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
In 2016, there were 129,000 people in France living in “modern slavery,” most of whom were subject to human 
trafficking. Politically, the country has signed onto the Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labor Convention, 
created by the International Labor Organization, which brings the protocol of 1930 to modern standards. 
Moreover, in 2017 France passed a law creating the “Responsabilité Sociétale des Entreprises” introducing a 
new standard for the largest companies in France. The law requires these companies to release impact reports 
and gives potential victims an avenue for reporting any violations on the company’s part.The movement against 
forced labor in France is also heavily championed by human rights groups. In mid 2018, two of these French 
Organizations brough lawsuits up against Samsung for violating workplace condition standards and creating an 
unhealthy workplace. These groups in France have made major pushes to use France as a location for an 
international court regarding these labor disputes, and have attempted to bring the problem to a level of 
international concern. Under no circumstance does France support any form of forced and/or child labor, 
regardless of economic stimulus. 
Sources 
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/publications/publishing.nsf/Content/int-comp-whocode-bf-init~int-comp-
whocode-bf-init-ico~int-comp-whocode-bf-init-ico-france  https://wafmag.org/2016/10/stigma-
breastfeeding-france/ http://www.mangerbouger.fr/PNNS https://amp.abc.net.au/article/9463918  
https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/2018/findings/country-studies/france/ 
https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/blog/how-french-are-tackling-modern-slavery 
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:P029  
https://www.christianheadlines.com/blog/france-christian-persecution-up-38-percent.html https://about-
france.com/religion.htm https://www.thelocal.fr/20171201/how-frances-muslim-population-will-grow-in-the-
future https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/france/1942-01-01/religion-and-politics-france 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Iraq 
Delegates: Anna LeJeune, Julia Henderson 
School: Saint Joseph's Academy 
Iraq’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
The number one killer for children in Iraq is dehydration as a result of waterborne diseases. The safest way to 
protect children under 6 months old is through breastfeeding, which protects them from unsanitary drinking 
water, while providing them with all the nutrients necessary and life-saving anti-bodies, all at no cost to the 
mother. Baby formula has been issued to all infants as part of Iraq’s Public Distribution System, but proves 
deadly when prepared with unclean water, and mothers and children living in temporary shelters are at 
heightened risk. The directions on this imported formula are often in languages foreign to the mothers using 
them and require means for heating and storing unavailable to them, again creating the opportunity for 
incorrectly prepared formula.  The most common baby formula available on the Iraqi market is called Dielac, 
produced by Nestle, and is lacking in multiple mandatory ingredients as set by the European Society for 
Paediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology, and Nutrition guidelines. Women are often pressured to use formulas 
under the false pretense that they are not able to breastfeed either do to stress, their own malnutrition, or 
other circumstances. With the formula companies pushing free formula, impoverished mothers do not turn it 
down and miss the critical period for lactation, becoming reliant on the product, a marketing strategy of the 
production companies at the expense of child health. Iraq issued a Code for Protection and Promotion of 
Breastfeeding that was put in the Iraqi gazette on 27th of April 2015, but little progress has been made. 
Iraq’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
The constitution establishes Islam as the official religion and states no law may be enacted contradicting the 
“established provisions of Islam.” The constitution guarantees freedom of religious belief and practice for 
Muslims, Christians, Yezidis, and Sabean-Mandeans, but not for followers of other religions or atheists. 
Christian converts reported being forced to choose to register their child as a Muslim or to have the child 
remain undocumented, affecting their eligibility for government benefits. There have been many reports from 
Christians in Iraq stating that they have been harassed and abused and causing their movement in and around 
several Christian towns to be impeded. During 2017 the government fought numerous battles to regain control 
of the significant terrain previously lost to ISIS. ISIS continued its campaign of violence against members of all 
faiths, in particular non-Sunnis. In areas that remained under its control, ISIS committed individual and mass 
killings, engaging in rape, kidnapping, random detentions and mass abductions, torture, abduction and forced 
conversion of non-Muslim male children, and the enslavement and sex trafficking of women and girls from 
minority religious communities. ISIS also continued to engage in harassment, intimidation, robbery, and the 
destruction of personal property and religious sites. In areas no longer under direct ISIS control, it launched 
suicide bombings and vehicle-borne improvised explosive device attacks against all segments of society, 
including Shia Muslims, whom ISIS considered heretics. From January 1 to June 30, the UN Assistance Mission 
for Iraq (UNAMI) reported 5,706 civilian casualties resulting from ISIS attacks, including 2,429 persons killed 
and 3,277 wounded. 
Iraq’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Despite the passage of anti-child labor legislation and supposed fulfillment international standards, more than 
half a million children, about 5% of ages 5-14, are at work to meet their needs as over 40% of the country’s 
population lives in poverty. Children work in agriculture, farming and fishing, industry, construction and making 
bricks, and services, including scavenging landfills and begging. There are also practices of the Categorical 
Worst Forms of Child Labor as defined by national law including recruitment to non-state armed groups for 
combat, drug trafficking, and sexual exploitation, which is often overlooked since prostitution is legal in Iraq. 
The laws and programs in place do not effectively restrain child labor, for there is a lack of funding for 
inspectors and inspector training, therefore minimizes consequences, and the social programs lack the scope to 
address the source of the issue, poverty and little access to education. 
Sources 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs, Mikhael, Ehab. (2015). Comparison Among Commonly Available Infant 
Formula Milks in the Iraqi Market. Pediatric Health. University of Baghdad, Healthy Newborns Network, UNICEF, 
Iraq 2017 International Religious Freedom Report 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Ireland 
Delegates: Isabelle Cashe, Brandon Moncada 
School: University Lab School 
Ireland’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Ireland recently has had the lowest breastfeeding rate in Europe: a figure that can be attributed to both stigma 
in Ireland surrounding breastfeeding (due to religion and modern cultural norms) and the relatively high 
concentration of baby-formula companies in the nation. There has been increased pressure from Irish women 
to normalize breastfeeding and the HSE (Health Service Executive) launched a Action Plan for 2016-2021 
designed to give women the support needed to breastfeed, increasing breastfeeding rates. It is evident that 
both the Irish citizenry and government recognize the health benefits of the practice and wish to spread its use 
throughout Ireland. For these reasons, Ireland is in support of imposing limitations on baby-formula companies 
that deliberately mislead the public in order to increase sales. Article 40.6.1.i of the Irish Constitution promises 
Irish citizens the right to free speech, “subject to public order and morality.” We believe that baby-formula 
companies’ abuse of public trust constitutes an immoral act. Additionally, the Consumer Protection Act 
regulates advertisements and statements made by sales assistants that contain untrue or misleading claims 
about goods and services. As deceitful advertising is a crime in Ireland, we expect the same standards to be 
applied on a global scale. 
Ireland’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Religious persecution is the systematic mistreatment of an individual or group of individuals as a response to 
their religious beliefs or affiliations or lack thereof. The religious breakdown of Ireland is 87% Roman Catholic, 
3% Anglican (Church of Ireland), Muslim 0.8%, Christian (unspecified) 0.7%, Presbyterian 0.6% and those that 
describe themselves as having ‘no religion’ at approximately 6%. With this high percentage of Catholics, the 
Catholic Church has power in Ireland. Ireland is a very religious country and holds great value for faith. 
Immigrants that come into Ireland are welcomed and respected, but if they do not believe in Catholicism, the 
population do not see them as true Irish. The religious majority rarely if ever persecutes religious minorities.  
These immigrants usually live in ethnic ghettos in major cities. Furthermore, if a catholic converts to another 
belief system they are seen as traitors. The Irish still respect other’s beliefs and do not persecute non-
Catholics. 
Ireland’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Ireland defines a minor as a person under the age for 18, which coincides with the United Nations. Children 
must go to school from the age of 6 to the age of 16. Children under 16 cannot be employed in a full-time 
regular job. Children under 14 cannot be employed at all, Children age 14-15 can do very light jobs during 
school holidays. A 16 to 17-year-old may work up to 40 hours a week, 8 hours a day. Ireland follows the views 
of most western nations, meaning they are heavily against child labor. They heavily regulate labor under the 
age of 18 and limit it at 14 teen years of age. They would like to see the end of all forms of child labor. 
Sources 
http://www.ehall.ie/freedom_of_speech.html 
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government_in_ireland/irish_constitution_1/constitution_fundamental_right
s.html https://www.independent.ie/life/family/mothers-babies/is-breastfeeding-still-taboo-in-ireland-
34524629.html https://www.breastfeeding.ie/uploads/breastfeeding-in-a-healthy-ireland.pdf 
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/consumer_affairs/consumer_protection/consumer_rights/consumer_adverti
sing.html 
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/consumer_affairs/consumer_protection/consumer_rights/consumer_adverti
sing.html https://www.ccpc.ie/consumers/shopping/buying-goods/ 
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/birth_family_relationships/children_s_rights_and_policy/children_and_rights_
in_ireland.html https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/religion-and-beliefs/the-faith-of-ireland-s-
catholics-continues-despite-all-1.3592019 https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/religious-ethos-of-society-
helps-muslims-feel-at-home-in-ireland-1.2174355 https://www.ireland101.com/page/religion 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Italy 
Delegates: Addie Owens, Hayley Gregiore 
School: Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 
Italy’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
In Italy, Breastfeeding began in 91% of the infants at birth. However, since the evolution of Baby Formula, only 
19% of women continue to breastfeed past 4-6 months. Even Italian hospitals encourage the use of Baby 
Formula. 
Italy’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Italy is a diverse country religiously, with Roman Catholicism as the most popular faith in Italy. 90% of the 
people in Italy are Roman Catholics. Despite the fact that the majority of the people are Roman Catholics, the 
Italian Constitution guarantees freedom of religion to their citizens. The government does not tolerate the 
abuse of this right at all, which shows that they are against Religious Persecution. Catholic teachers are paid 
by the state to instruct religion classes in school. However, due to freedom of religion, these courses are 
optional. This shows that Italy wants its people to be able to practice whatever religion they want, therefore 
they are against Religious Persecution. 
Italy’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Since April of 1998, Italy has been trying to fight forced/ child labor. In April of 1998, the government of Italy 
signed a "charter of commitments" which aimed to fight the mistreatment of minors and protect the rights of 
infants and young adults. The most important part of this "charter of commitments" was that it required that 
companies show a certification that validates that they did not use child labor in any way throughout their 
production process. Despite this "charter of commitments", the fear of poverty still scares many minors in Italy 
today, which leads them to turn to labor in order to support their families. Overall, the country of Italy has 
taken action to stop forced/ child labor, which shows that they are against it. 
Sources 
https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/publications/article/2000/child-labour-in-italy-analysed  
https://www.humanium.org/en/europe-caucasus/italy/  https://www.studycountry.com/guide/IT-religion.htm  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15188977  https://babyology.com.au/baby/feeding/breastfeeding/a-
look-at-breastfeeding-around-the-world.html 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Japan 
Delegates: Holden Horridge, Pierce Doubleday 
School: Jesuit High School 
Japan’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Japan encourages women to breastfeed their children, and the rate of women who breastfeed their kids is 
around 90%. Most women eventually use a formula/breastfeeding hybrid when the baby is slightly older. 
Breastfeeding is public is discouraged, but nursing rooms are not hard to come by in Japan. 
Japan’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
The Japanese Constitution, drafted in 1947, contains a clause ensuring the right to practice any religion, 
seemingly ending persecution, but this same constitution separated religion from the state. As a result, the 
average person’s attitude toward organized religion has become one of indifference. Approximately sixty 
percent of Japan’s population is represented as secular, a number which is only increasing. Japan’s society as a 
whole, specifically the youngers generations, has shifted to a more materialistic worldview. While the 
constitution protects the rights of believers, practicing religion, especially one other than Buddhism, is no 
longer the norm. 
Japan’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
The Japanese constitution prohibits both forced or compulsory labor and child labor. A Japanese NGO Action 
against Child Exploitation (ACE) has been created to combat child labor and is currently operating in Japan, 
India, and Ghana. 
Sources 
http://www.gmu.edu/programs/icar/ijps/vol5_2/sumimoto.htm     
https://www.japansociety.org/a_view_of_religion_in_japan     
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2005/61610.htm     http://acejapan.org/english/ 
https://wellroundedny.com/breastfeeding-norms-around-world/ 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Nigeria 
Delegates: Elizabeth Mathews, Tommy Aaron 
School: Alexandria Senior High 
Nigeria’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Nigeria believes that breastfeeding is the best route for mothers with infants, unless the baby is lactose 
intolerant or the mother cannot produce milk. Nigeria’s main law regarding breastfeeding is The National 
Breastfeeding Policy. It does not guarantee or protect the freedom of nursing mothers that exclusively 
breastfeed their child for at least 6 months. The Federal Ministry of Health has reiterated its commitment 
toward achieving 50 percent exclusive breastfeeding by 2018 by following the National Strategic Plan on 
Nutrition. Ms. Mojekwu, the Desk Officer of Infant and Young Child Feeding/Nutrition, said that in the past 
Nigeria was predominantly a breastfeeding nation with 97 percent compliance. She said that, however, the rate 
of exclusive breastfeeding has been very low for the past 7 years with only 25 percent achievement in 2014. 
Nigeria’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Since Nigeria’s two major religions are Islam and Christianity, there are always skirmishes or attacks, and there 
is always potential for extreme violence.  Today, religious violence in Nigeria is mostly dominated by the Boko 
Haram insurgency (Muslim extremists), who aim to impose Sharia, an Islamic sect, on the northern parts of the 
country. Since 2009, the Islamist movement Boko Haram has fought an armed rebellion against the Nigerian 
military, sacking villages and towns and taking thousands of lives in battles and massacres against Christians, 
students, and others deemed enemies of Islam. Since the restoration of democracy in 1999, Christian 
governments have dominated the country at the federal level, while the Muslim-dominated northern states 
have implemented strict Sharia law. Religious conflicts between Muslims and Christians have erupted several 
times since 2000 for various reasons, often causing riots with several thousands of victims on both sides. 
Recently, the Fulani Herdsmen have outpaced Boko Haram as the deadliest terror force in Nigeria. Officials 
believe the nomadic majority-Muslim herders are responsible for an attack that killed 19 people during a 
Catholic mass and destroyed dozens of homes. The violence in Benue state continues with fatal late-night 
attacks on Christians’ homes and other churches, where Christians take refuge. Hundreds have been killed so 
far, just in 2019. 
Nigeria’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Nigeria has the highest rate of working children in West Africa. The International Labour Organization’s (ILO) 
report says that children in Nigeria are involved in some of the worst forms of child labor exploitation, 
including misuse as soldiers in armed conflicts. It is very common in Nigeria to see underage children engaged 
in manual labor in order to support their families. Some parents believe that putting their children to work is 
only a matter of survival since many families rely heavily on the children’s income. In northeastern Nigeria, 
many children are sent out by their families to earn some money through street hawking, begging and 
prostitution.This situation has only been compounded by the Boko Haram insurgency which have left many 
children as orphans. Many of these orphans have young siblings to take care of and feed. According to the ILO 
report, many of these children are exposed to long hours of work in dangerous and unhealthy environments, 
and shoulder too many responsibilities for their age. In 2017, Nigeria made moderate advancements in their 
efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor. Edo State, in southern Nigeria, established a Task Force to 
try to combat human trafficking and the Borno State government, in northeastern Nigeria, signed as a witness 
to an Action Plan between the United Nations and the non-governmental Civilian Joint Task Force (CJTF) which 
aims to end the recruitment and use of children by the Boko Haram. 
Sources 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16126598 https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/more-
news/238613-nigeria-pledges-achieve-50-exclusive-breastfeeding-2018.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_violence_in_Nigeria 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/april/trump-nigeria-president-buhari-fulani-church-attacks-
benue.html https://www.dw.com/en/growing-number-of-children-forced-to-work-in-nigeria/a-39209370 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/nigeria 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Pakistan 
Delegates: Stewart Roeling, Shaan Jindal 
School: Catholic High School 
Pakistan’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Pakistan is currently experiencing a crisis of child stunting; the government is committed to the mission of 
restoring breastfeeding as a norm in society. Pakistani Minister of National Health Services, Regulation and 
Coordination Saira Afzal Tarar said that breastfeeding is one of the most important rights of young children. 
Malicious marketing by foreign corporations of baby formula to impoverished mothers in Pakistan and other 
countries has led to many children having stunted developments. Formula use in Pakistan has reached an all-
time high at 42 percent, which costs millions of rupees to deceived families. Pakistan's new Infant and Young 
Child Feeding Strategy, enacted in 2016, will ensure that children and families are not exposed to false 
advertising and promoting of so-called "breast milk substitutes." 
Pakistan’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Although Pakistan's official religion is Islam, Part II, Chapter 1, Section 20 of the Constitution of Pakistan 
guarantees the freedom to profess religion and to manage religious institutions. While the situation in Pakistan 
needs improvement, the Pakistani government is working hard to stop all forms of religious discrimination and 
persecution that is antithetical to the guaranteed freedoms of the Constitution of Pakistan. There is a 
significant and thriving minority of Hindus and Christians in Pakistan, contrary to what one might see in the 
press. Religious persecution takes many forms throughout the world; for example, Muslims are killed regularly 
for consuming beef in India, and in Kashmir, some Muslims have been killed simply for wearing the colour 
green. 
Pakistan’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Child labour is abhorrent and antithetical to the values of Islam, which dictates that the welfare of the child is 
a parent's primary responsibility. Obviously, child labour does not contribute to the welfare of the child any 
better than education. It is against the law in Pakistan; however, the law in previous administrations has been 
poorly enforced and unfortunately, there is a significant amount of child labor in rural areas. Forced labour is 
against the law in Pakistan as well; however, the country is also dealing with a significant forced labour 
problem. Pakistan ranked third out of 167 countries when it comes to the amount of people in forced labour, 
behind China and especially India (who has 18.4 million people in slavery); the current government is taking 
strong action to reduce the number of people in slavery. 
Sources 
http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_violence_in_India Global Slavery Index 2016 
https://www.unicef.org/pakistan/media_10018.htm 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Russia 
Delegates: Alex Yakimov, Rachel Liles 
School: Baton Rouge Magnet High School 
Russia’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
In recent years, Russia has met the latest rise in demand for baby formula by investing in its domestic 
production in order to reduce import dependency. In the spring of 2018, when global officials met UN-
affiliated World Nations Health assembly, Russia supported the W.H.O. resolution that stated that mother’s 
milk is healthiest for children and countries should strive to limit the inaccurate or misleading marketing of 
breast milk substitutes. During this assembly, Russia expressed disapproval towards American efforts to 
threaten smaller nations into rejecting such a resolution in favor of commercial baby formula manufacturers. 
Thus, as a whole, Russia strives to create a more realistic image of the dangers of baby formula. However, as a 
nation economically, the Russian government still views the baby formula industry as a resource to expand and 
grow its domestic economy. 
Russia’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Throughout Russian history, the government of Russia has actively pursued policies that restrict religious 
freedom. Currently, Jehova’s Witnesses, a denomination of Christianity, faces harsh religious persecution in 
Russia, completely banned from the nation. Throughout Russia, Jehova’s Witnesses are seen as terrorists, and 
practicing the religion is viewed as a crime. In the 16 months since Russia’s Supreme Court banned Jehovah’s 
Witnesses as an extremist group, raids and arrests of the religion’s estimated 175,000 members in the country 
have increased rapidly. The ruling criminalized practicing the religion and ordered its 395 branches closed. 
Members face prosecution for doing missionary work, a fundamental part of the faith. Although the Russian 
Orthodox Church has practices that could also be considered “extremist,” this state religion, closely followed 
by Putin and the majority of Russia’s population, remains unpenalized. 
Russia’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Russia is linked to various types of forced labor, some of which have occurred in Russia and some of which 
overseas. As of 2016, 794,000 people worked under forced labor conditions in association with Russian 
industries. People of many races, genders, and ethnicities were forced into these conditions, which leaves 
victims at a prevalence rate of 5.5 for every thousand people. Typically, forced labor in Russia occurs in smaller 
scale industries that tend to have less regulations, yet, it is still prevalent in larger scale industries from 
agriculture to trash collection to illegal logging. A vast majority of the forced labor is introduced as dishonest, 
economic opportunity for poor workers/migrants, that do not have a substantial education. Yet, the conditions 
in forced labour are unacceptable. Although the Russian government has worked to eliminate and criminalise 
human trafficking, forced labor and slavery are gray areas that have not been explicitly criminalized in Russian 
law code. Currently, the Russian government has failed to create an organized body and draft a national plan of 
action to deal with modern slavery. 
Sources 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/08/health/world-health-breastfeeding-ecuador-trump.html 
https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/2018/findings/country-studies/russia/ https://www.latimes.com/world/la-
fg-russia-jehovahs-witnesses-2018-story.html https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/is-it-a-crime-to-
worship-god-according-to-russia-yes/2018/04/02/940a7c18-36b1-11e8-acd5-
35eac230e514_story.html?utm_term=.caf9364626d2 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Rwanda 
Delegates: Stewart Simon, Peter VanHoy 
School: Captain Shreve High School 
Rwanda’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Despite rapid growth in recent years, Rwanda’s GDP per capita is only $765, the fifteenth lowest in the world. 
The government has instituted family planning in an attempt to control the country’s rapid population growth. 
Over 40% of the population is under the age of 14. The result of all this is a large population of low-income 
families with too many mouths to feed. The matriarchs of these low-income families often have little or no 
education, making them ideal targets for baby formula companies such as Nestle, Mead Johnson, and Abbott. 
These companies falsely advertise that their formulas are healthier than natural breast milk, often having 
salespeople dress up as nurses in order to give these advertisements false credibility. On the other hand, baby 
food is a necessity, especially for victims of the AIDS epidemic, which is plaguing Rwanda. Rwanda believes that 
women should be educated on the benefits and drawbacks of baby formula versus breast milk. Consequently, 
we would advocate for there to be more regulations placed on the advertisements of companies that sell baby 
food. 
Rwanda’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
Rwanda is mostly Christian, with Catholics and Protestants each making up about 45% of the population. The 
other 10% is made up of Jehovah's Witnesses, Muslims, Atheists, and native African religions. These religions 
all retain relative peace with each other; most tension and disagreement in Rwanda is on the basis of race, not 
religion. Rwanda’s constitution allows for complete religious freedom, but recently 714 churches in Rwanda, 
mostly Pentecostal, were shut down by the government for a variety of reasons, including hygiene and building 
safety. The chief executive of the Governance Board in charge of closing the churches said, “It means that if we 
are Christians, where we worship must meet standards showing respect for God.” Rwandan Parliament has now 
proposed a bill that would require clergymen of any religion to have a college education. In Rwanda, we 
advocate for freedom, but our main concern is the safety of our people. Rwanda has had very little history of 
religious tensions and would like for the United Nations to leave it to individual countries to eradicate religious 
persecution, as long as countries are doing their part. 
Rwanda’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
With a rapidly-growing economy, Rwanda’s government has made movements toward the abolishment of child 
labor. This includes punishments towards the varying levels of child labor, Anti-Labor goals implemented into 
local police stations, and 16 medical centers to house children who were exposed to unsafe or unhealthy 
conditions in the workplace. Rwanda has also made strides to educate their youth by punishing the parents of 
children that do not go to school. Despite the efforts to eliminate child labor, 5.2% of children aging from 6-14 
are still working. Child labor is not as prevalent in Rwanda as in some other developing countries, but weak law 
enforcement makes it difficult to completely eliminate the problem. Rwanda believes that the United Nations 
should step in and help developing countries end extreme child labor. 
Sources 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/2315965, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/rw.html, https://tradingeconomics.com/rwanda/gdp-per-capita-ppp, 
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/religious-beliefs-in-rwanda.html, 
http://www.thearda.com/internationaldata/countries/country_187_1.asp, 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/rwanda, 
http://statistics.gov.rw/publications/article/employment-rate-higher-women-men-rwanda, 
https://www.heritage.org/index/country/rwanda 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Sweden 
Delegates: Bekah Naquin, Zane Lovas 
School: Alexandria Senior High 
Sweden’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Breastfeeding in Sweden is highly recommended and holds one of the best examples of breastfeeding rates. 
Sweden uses development money to promote breastfeeding internationally, this will hopefully help cut infant 
mortality rates around the world and prevent parents in low-income countries from mixing formula with 
unclean water. Sweden provides women with informative brochures and encourage them to call if they have any 
questions and receive breastfeeding classes before being asked if they want to breastfeed or not, as it is 
assumed. Sweden also proposed a law banning images of babies promoting formula, anything saying formula 
was equal to or better than breastfeeding is forbidden as well as free samples and discounted prices. 
Sweden’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
The constitution of Sweden safeguards the freedom of each citizen to alone, or with others, exercise his or her 
religion without state infringement, it is regarded as an absolute right of the individual. Although the right to 
religion and to the exercise of religion have not been defined by law, they do not, for example, justify any acts 
that normally are penalized. Sweden taking in a large numbers of refugees of all faiths and has led to many 
violent incidents primarily against Christians. Despite these attacks, Sweden’s government has launched no 
serious investigation. 
Sweden’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Sweden has given added impetus to actions against all forced labor. Sweden ratified the Protocol of 2014 to 
the forced labor convention -- requires states to take preventative measures to prevent forced labor and 
provide victims with compensation. Sweden also feels strongly for the rights of children, being one of the first 
nations to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. National minimum age for 
hazardous work is 18 and age for employment is at least 14. 
Sources 
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2054&artikel=7015586 
http://survivinglifeinsweden.blogspot.com/2011/01/breastfeeding-in-sweden.html 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/baby-formula-ads-sweden_n_2092920 
https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/subjects-covered-by-international-labour-standards/forced-
labour/WCMS_558471/lang--en/index.htm https://sweden.se/society/sweden-where-children-count/ 
https://www.worldpolicycenter.org/countries/sweden/policies/child-labor  
https://www.iclrs.org/content/blurb/files/Sweden.1.pdf  https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/03/in-sweden-
christian-fleeing-persecution-face-violence-all-over-again/ 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Delegates: De'Anna White, Audra Naylor 
School: Alexandria Senior High School 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Trinidad and Tobago supports breastfeeding as they join the world in World Breast Feeding Week (WBW) in 
order to protect the heath of their babies. Also the Pan American Health Organization is collborating with the 
Ministry of Health of Trinidad and Tobago to conduct a 3 day lactation management workshop for 23 selected 
nurses and midwives. 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
The Government does not support religious persecution beacuse their constitution includes religious freedom, 
and therefore all religious groups resides amibicaly with one another. 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Trinidad and Tobago does not support forced labor and child labor and they signed an multilateral agreement 
to prevent and suppress trafficking of persons in 2000. In 2011, the government started cracking down on 
traffickers under its 2011 anti-trafficking law. Therefore it can be concluded that the government does not 
support forced labor or child labor. 
Sources 
https://www.paho.org/trt/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=134:lactation-management-
workshop&Itemid=310 https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/269256.pdf 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/trinidad-tobago 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

United Kingdom 
Delegates: Maddie Scott, Chris D’Angelo 
School: Mandeville High School 
United Kingdom’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
In the UK more than 81% of mothers breastfeed. The UK believes in breastfeeding for the first twenty-six 
weeks of a babies life. Though the government is not against formula feeding, they see that formula holds more 
risks than breastfeeding such as reducing a baby's risk of infection, diarrhoea, vomiting, sudden infant death 
syndrome, childhood leukaemia, obesity, and cardiovascular disease in adulthood. UNICEF in the UK estimates 
that increasing the amount of breastfeeding in the UK would, "save the NHS up to £50 million each year.” The 
UK is pushing more mothers to breastfeed as we have some of the lowest rates in the world currently. 
United Kingdom’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
As of recently, the UK government has vowed to do more to protect Christians all over the globe that have 
been affected by religious persecution. According to independent.co.uk, "...250 Christians killed across globe 
every month last year because of their faith." The government has ordered an independent review as a result of 
these deaths. The UK is fully against religious persecution and is willing to help countries affected, as a major 
priority of the UK is to protect freedom and religious beliefs. New studies being released are showing that 
since it has been introduced, Brexit has caused increased amounts of xenophobia. 
United Kingdom’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
The first act passed in the UK towards ending child labor was the called the factory act. It was passed in 1833 
(the same time people realized the importance of education for not just first class children) and made it so that 
children under nine couldn’t work. Currently, you must be at least 13 years old to get a part-time job. It is 
made sure that those working are in safe and clean environments. The UK firmly believes that forced child labor 
is wrong and wants to work towards ending this international issue. The UK is even financially aiding an ILO 
program specifically designed to end child labor in South Asia through working with governments to strengthen 
policies and law enforcement as well as raising awareness. 
Sources 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/christians-persecution-jeremy-hunt-foreign-secretary-
a8698446.html https://www.unicef.org.uk/babyfriendly/about/breastfeeding-in-the-uk/ 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy-and-baby/benefits-breastfeeding/ https://www.msn.com/en-
gb/news/uknews/uk-government-vows-to-do-more-to-protect-christians-from-persecution-worldwide-after-
dramatic-rise-in-violence/ar-BBRyxA9 https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/may/11/uk-has-seen-
brexit-related-growth-in-racism-says-un-representative https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-
ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_645759/lang--en/index.htm 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

United States of America 
Delegates: Chuck Landry, Jakob Greer 
School: Catholic High Schoo 
United States of America’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
While the U.S. is strongly in support of breastfeeding, we do not believe that women should be denied access 
to formula because we acknowledge its importance in relation to issues of malnutrition and poverty. Baby 
formula allows for an infant to gain nutrients even if a mother cannot or chooses not to breastfeed, though 
breastfeeding has proven to be a healthier alternative when it comes to the strengthening of the immune 
system. 
United States of America’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution stipulates that no law shall “respect the establishment of a 
religion” or “prohibit the free exercise thereof,” meaning that individuals in the U.S. are free to practice any 
religion they please as long as they do no harm in the process. The U.S. has also worked with various other 
nations to ensure that religious freedom is seen as a fundamental human right and fully supports sounds 
legislation to guarantee religious freedom worldwide. 
United States of America’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
The United States has very firm child labor laws and believes that the education of children should be the top 
priority rather than forcing one’s child into potentially damaging labor. While we do allow children 14 or over 
to have a job, those who are 14-15 may not work over 3 hours a day during the school year.  On the 
international level, the US places tariffs on any goods known to be made with child labor. While this is difficult 
to enforce because of its near inability to be monitored the US has made efforts with many countries to 
attempt to end the tragedies of child labor and forced prison labor. 
Sources 
New York Times Bureau of Justice Statistics Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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Economic and Social Council Position Statement 

Vietnam 
Delegates: Aakash Zaveri, Shivang Thakor 
School: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 
Vietnam’s Stance on Breastfeeding vs Baby Formula 
Vietnamese law recognizes breast milk as superior to formula for an infant’s health. However, many 
multinational companies are aggressively pushing for baby formula to be used sometimes breaking the law to 
do so. Companies set up shops just outside of maternity hospitals - in which it is illegal to sell formula- to sell 
baby formula. The Vietnamese government believes that breastfeeding is the only way for a child to be healthy 
and prefers not using formula. 
Vietnam’s Stance on Religious Persecution 
The Vietnamese Constitution provides for freedom of belief and worship as well as atheism but in 2003 it 
required registration of all activities by religious groups. By 2004, some minor religious activities were allowed 
but they still did not allow those that disrupted the culture and society. The New Ordinance on Religion and 
Belief  controls religious activity and oversees religious organizations. For example, the number of churches in 
areas are regulated and were not even allowed to be built until 2005. “Current law, however, provides for 
significant government control over religious practices and includes vague provisions that permit restrictions 
on religious freedom in the stated interest of national security and social unity. The 2016 Law on Belief and 
Religion, scheduled to come into effect in January 2018, maintains these restrictions. The new law maintains a 
multistage registration and recognition process for religious groups; however, it shortens the time for 
recognition at the national or provincial level from 23 to five years. It also specifies the right of recognized 
religious organizations to have legal personality. There were two reports of deaths of members of religious 
groups in police custody; authorities said the deaths were suicides, but families said involved police use of 
force. Members of recognized groups or those with certificates of registration were reportedly able to practice 
their beliefs with less interference, although some recognized groups reported more difficulty gathering 
together”(2017 Religious Freedom Report). Some reports also show that Catholics were harassed during Mass. 
“Members of religious groups said some local and provincial authorities used the local and national regulatory 
systems to slow, delegitimize, and suppress religious activities of groups that resisted close government 
management of their leadership structures, training programs, assemblies, and other activities”(2017 Religious 
Freedom Report). In Vietnam, if a religion is recognized, only then will it no longer be subject to harassment. 
However, due to lack of due process and rights, it is difficult for this to happen. 
Vietnam’s Stance on Forced/Child Labor 
Over 1.76 million children(9.6% of the population) are laborers. Children mostly work for long hours with little 
to no pay, either crowded in factories or on farms. One-third of the children work for 42 hours a week and a 
majority are unable to attend school. Trafficking gangs find these children and take them to work on jobs in 
factories or farms. Parents usually allow this because it brings them money as well. Gangs make children do 
horrendous amounts of work and are not benefitting from this at all. However, organizations such as the Blue 
Dragon Foundation are attempting to help these children by rescuing them and making use of their skills to 
work in actual paying jobs to succeed. “Vietnam has been praised for its efforts to crack down on child 
trafficking internationally, since it has increased the number of prosecutions it holds to help end overseas gang 
activity. However, Vietnam’s control of child trafficking within the country itself needs to increase. Internal 
trafficking only became officially recognized in 2011, and traffickers are normally not given harsh punishments. 
The person who trafficked Hieu and the 11 other children from Dien Bien was fined $500 and his factory was 
closed down, but he did not go to court”(Child Labor in Vietnam). The Vietnamese government is attempting to 
rid its country of this “modern slavery.” Vietnam is also known for its forced labor policies. “Drug center 
detainees are forced to work under harsh conditions for little or no pay doing a range of repetitive tasks, like 
sewing t-shirts or mosquito bed nets, painting stone trinkets, and processing cashews, often for private 
companies.  As punishment for refusing to work, violating center rules, or simply not filling a daily quota, 
detainees report being beaten with wooden truncheons, shocked with electrical batons, or placed in solitary 
confinement” (Forced Labor in Vietnam). 
Sources 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_religion_in_Vietnam https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/281116.pdf 
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/vietnam/ https://borgenproject.org/child-labor-vietnam/ 
https://laborrights.org/our-work/forced-labor-vietnam http://www.nbcnews.com/id/32899377/ns/health-childrens_health/t/aggressive-
push-baby-formula-vietnam/#.XD_ry1xKhEY 
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Security Position Statement 

Bolivia 
Delegates: Morgan Hughes, Lane Booker 
School: Captain Shreve High School 
Bolivia’s Stance on the Military Complex 
As one of the lesser developed nations in Latin America, Bolivia does not possess the resources or finances to 
develop higher grades military technology, such as nuclear. However, Bolivia’s lacking in nuclear capability is 
not due to just a lack of funding. Since signing the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin 
America and the Caribbean in 1967, Bolivia has been a continued advocate for the regulation and disarmament 
of mass weapons of destruction like nuclear weapons. More recently, Bolivia was a signatory on the 2013 Joint 
Statement on Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons. Bolivia takes a steadfast position in favor of the 
regulation of military technology, particularly with regards to how it would influence lower developed nations 
that do not possess the same technology on their own. As a country that would be directly impacted by high-
grade military technology falling into the hands of lesser-developed and unstable nations, this matter is of 
utmost importance to Bolivia. Bolivia would support any measure to further regulate the transfer of weapons 
between nations and/or to further regulate the production of new weapons. 
Bolivia’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
Bolivia currently lacks the resources to combat the mounting drug and human trafficking cartels within its 
borders. As a result, its military stands as the final line of defense against these attackers. While Bolivia hopes 
for a day in which universal Rules of Engagement would be honored by all, sadly today is not that day. Today, 
Bolivia lives in a world where those who wish to smuggle drugs, traffic our citizens, or incite violence would be 
completely free to do so if not for the aggressive actions taken by our military. Bolivia feels any actions taken 
to try to inhibit those of our military would not improve the situation but simply worsen it. Bolivia stands in 
strong opposition to universal Rules of Engagement because sadly it would only serve to give the terrorists and 
militants in our country more of an advantage as our options to protect our citizens would be limited from the 
start. However, Bolivia is committed to remaining a good actor on the world stage and respects the sovereignty 
of other nations; we only ask they would do the same in return. 
Bolivia’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
Bolivia understands first-hand the damage long-lasting conflict can have on civilians, particularly children. 
Throughout Bolivia’s near-constant internal conflicts, there have been numerous instances of property 
destruction, civilian death, and children being placed in harm’s way. However, as Bolivia knows, following the 
conclusion of a conflict, the country at hand has little to no resources to properly assess and mitigate the 
damage. Bolivia believes that in order to ensure children are not left in harm’s way following a conflict, the 
United Nations must take a more aggressive stance in supporting those countries suffering in the aftermath. 
More expansive forms of relief in terms of money, supplies, or troops must be made available to countries 
exiting violent conflicts. Bolivia would support any motion that would extend U.N. aid to those countries 
suffering under violent conflict, both internal and external. 
Sources 
http://www.icanw.org/campaign-news/78-states-sign-joint-statement-on-humanitarian-impact-of-nuclear-
weapons/ https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bl.html 
http://www.acronym.org.uk/old/map/bolivia https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/alternative-
development/bolivia.html https://www.refworld.org/docid/5b3e0b9aa.html https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2017/country-chapters/bolivia#1dbf1e https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-bolivia-trial/u-s-jury-
finds-ex-bolivia-leader-responsible-for-civilian-deaths-idUSKCN1HA2W4 
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Security Position Statement 

China 
Delegates: Annie Blanchard, Faith Woods 
School: Saint Joseph's Academy 
China’s Stance on the Military Complex 
The People's Republic of China (PRC) fully supports the Treaty on the Non-proliferation on Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT) and its three pillars: nuclear disarmament, non proliferation, and peaceful uses of nuclear energy. The 
PRC keeps its nuclear weapons at the minimum necessary for national security and maintains a “no first use” 
policy. The PRC supports the United Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC) in adopting a confidence 
building document in regards to conventional arms. Confidence building between nations is key to reducing 
doubts and conflicts as well as a vital first step toward disarmament; the PRC will support any resolution that 
builds mutual trust among nations. Furthermore, the PRC is a High Contracting Party to the Convention on 
Certain Conventional Weapons and abides by its protocols. Despite government efforts to combat weapons 
trading, there is a prevalent underground market in China. The PRC wishes to combat the illegal trading of 
small arms and light weapons and is open to a resolution that addresses this growing issue. 
China’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
The People’s Republic of China’s defense is controlled by the National people’s Congress (NPC), the highest 
branch of the PRC. This governing body is in control of declarations of war, mobilization of troops, and defense 
related exercises eliminating the need for ROEs.  The PRC prioritizes safeguarding the nation’s unity territory, 
security and sovereignty.  The increased protection of civilians and humanitarian workers in areas of conflict is 
also supported by the PRC.  In addition, the PRC strongly advocated for international cooperation to stop 
terrorism.  In recent years China has extended the range of their involvement in international counter-terrorism 
activities to reflect the nation's growing interests.  China believes the use of internationally led counter-
terrorism will eliminate the threats of terrorism. 
China’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
China has voted with the majority of the UN on the protection of women and children during conflict as seen in 
UN resolution 1460 (2003) and UN Resolution 2427, both which passed unanimously.  The PRC recognizes the 
importance of taking care of children affected on war and believes that systematic change is necessary to 
prevent this problem.  The PRC believes in promoting the ideology of peace, rather than war in children located 
where conflict takes place.  The international community must also perform their duties to eliminate conflict 
and and establish peace.  However, the PRC believes that is is the responsibility of individual nations to protect 
the children in the conflicts found in their homelands.  Finally, the PRC believes that international groups such 
as UNESCO and UNICEF should work together to bring further attention to and advance the cause of protection 
of children. 
Sources 
http://lt.china-embassy.org/eng/zt/zfbps/t125252.htm     https://www.ft.com/content/fad58218-c46d-11e8-
8670-c5353379f7c2   http://www.china-
un.org/eng/chinaandun/securitycouncil/thematicissues/children_ac/t1186618.htm   
https://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/2000-2003/Chapter%208/Thematic/00-
03_8_38%20Children%20and%20armed%20conflict.pdf  http://www.china-
un.org/eng/chinaandun/securitycouncil/thematicissues/children_ac/t1576716.htm    
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/2427   https://jamestown.org/program/mapping-chinas-small-arms-
trade-chinas-illicit-domestic-gun-trade/  http://www.china-
un.org/eng/chinaandun/disarmament_armscontrol/cjhy/t1451169.htm 
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Security Position Statement 

Egypt 
Delegates: Jacob Rodriguez, Joseph Dalton 
School: Lakeshore High School 
Egypt’s Stance on the Military Complex 
The current Egyptian government is heavily dependent on the existence of a regional military complex, in order 
to combat radical terrorist groups. The insurrections and unrest that has plagued the country over the last 
decade has been both insurgent and resurgent. Within the past two years, pro-ISIS groups have been ousted 
from the Egyptian political sphere, and Egypt has joined coalition efforts with other martial powers in the 
region to wholly eliminate these radical groups. The Egyptian military is ranked highly; 12th on the global 
firepower index, despite the interior turmoil of a nation throwing off a radical yoke. Any UN legislation that 
would aim to cut down on global industries that are contracted by the Egyptian government will be surely 
rebuked by our administration. Such resolutions will be in the eyes of our government, to be an affront and a 
most serious offense to our nation and her people, who have, are, and will be combating terrorist organizations 
across the Middle East in an effort to stabilize the region. 
Egypt’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
Egypt is facing the same style of guerrilla wars that have festered in the middle east for far too long. While 
many nations, especially those in Europe, have provided monetary assistance to our Egyptian government to 
combat those of the terrorist ilk, such nations understand little of what these fundamental “Holy Wars “ 
actually entail. These foreign nations, separated from the radical groups and ideologies by land and sea, have 
no understanding of the atrocities and threats these groups pose to all civilized Middle Eastern nations, such 
as ourselves. Our people must combat the violence and force of these jihadists with equal force, so as to show 
a message to both our citizens, and all those inhabitants of the region, that the governments of the Middle 
East will be kowtowing to these vile groups no longer. No UN-established rules of engagement will be accepted 
by our government, as we see no reason or good sense in giving quarter to those who would give us none in 
return; Egypt does not tolerate the intolerant, especially when it comes to those who seek great death and 
destruction on our people. 
Egypt’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
As referenced in previous statements, other nations know little about the conflicts Egypt faces. Our 
government is indeed very fortunate to find itself with a seat on the security council in this time of crisis. Being 
on the front-lines of a prolonged war on terror, our nation knows better than any other nation in this group 
the dangers of haphazard martial action. Egypt is far more adept than many here to adequately combat the 
battles that rage across the middle east, and has done so for countless years. After all, we stand at the hot 
gates between two regions that have been war-zones for decades.The Egyptian government supports martial 
aid from the United Nations, but acknowledges the necessity for accountability by this organization. Bullets 
and airstrikes should not be thrown about carelessly; the Egyptian government does not use such weapons 
without adequate need and preparation. Every member in this room and the UN as a whole should be held 
accountable if their decisions to get martially involved exacerbates a problem area. This organization is here to 
help remedy the crises that span multiple nations, not stick their nose into areas where they have little to no 
expertise in solving a nuanced conflict. After all, the security council deals with matters of security, and no 
nation’s security is more affected by a faulty UN anti-terrorist action than ours. Egypt wants to see a world 
where the Middle East is at peace and without terrorist actions, and we are leading the charge to counter 
these radical rebels.We appreciate any assistance, so long as it does not end up backfiring. Should such efforts 
backfire, it is imperative, and the duty of every nation here, to be held accountable by this organization. 
Sources 
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=egypt 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13315719 https://www.reuters.com/news/archive/egypt 
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Security Position Statement 

France 
Delegates: Carter Nugent, Kevin Kim 
School: Haynes Academy 
France’s Stance on the Military Complex 
France has one of the oldest militaries in the world and the fifth most powerful. To keep control over such a 
massive €52.4 billion operation, more and more tasks are being outsourced to private companies. France 
currently outsources 14% of all of its military operations to private companies, most of which are 
manufacturing jobs for vehicles currently in use. This leaves more French militaristic brain and brawn to fight 
battles and develop new weapons. France’s main use of weapon development is creating spyware with which to 
detect undercover terrorist operatives within domestic territories. France is a large proponent of military de-
escalation, however, so France will stand by any resolution that attempts to strip the world of extremely 
dangerous weapons such as: nuclear bombs, chlorine gas, and others, given that all major countries also agree 
to give up such weapons. 
France’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
France operates with a less restrictive ROE, meaning that the French military accepts a higher risk of civilian 
casualties in strikes and attacks. The priorities for ROE should be whether France’s national security is or was 
at risk and if French citizens were directly attacked. If any territory or persons of France was attacked, France 
would engage in less restrictive ROE. ROE should focus on the security of military personnel and the defense of 
land. To combat undercover terrorism, France will have armed undercover terror police patrolling 
transportational systems, such as trains. France will stand by any resolution that attempts to loosen or tighten 
ROE in order to save civilian lives, considering such resolutions do not, in any way, compromise or hinder the 
militaristic goals of France or its close allies. 
France’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
France is a large proponent of keeping all civilians, despite their nationality, safe during times of conflict. To 
promote the worldwide protection of civilians, France is in support of any resolution aimed at sanctioning 
countries who commit acts of aggression in densely populated civilian areas without just cause or put the lives 
of children at risk without an international, not national, goal to foster sustained peace. France is willing to 
table its militaristic goals in order to protect the greater good, given that other nuclear superpowers are willing 
to do the same. If such systems are in place, commanders of the world’s largest armies would be forced to 
think twice before putting one country’s wants above the lives of the innocent. Our nation does care about the 
outcome of all conflicts, however the unjust taking of innocent lives, especially those of children, far supercede 
all foreign or domestic military goals we may have. When the world agrees to come together in order to foster 
international peace, France intends to lead the effort to make this world a better place. 
Sources 
https://www.dw.com/en/military-industrial-complex/a-45258969 https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-mideast-
crisis-syria-macron/frances-macron-calls-for-de-escalation-after-overnight-strikes-in-syria-idUKKBN1IB0SG 
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/260717-seal-lawmaker-us-has-stricter-rules-of-engagement-than-france-
in-isis-fight https://www.thelocal.fr/20180709/france-to-deploy-plain-clothes-train-marshalls-throughout-
summer-due-to-terror-threat https://www.victanis.com/blog/outsourcing-in-the-french-armed-forces 
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Security Position Statement 

Ghana 
Delegates: Caleb McKay, Louis Butler 
School: Mandeville High School 
Ghana’s Stance on the Military Complex 
Ghana currently has a “medium threat” in regard to civil unrest and terrorist attacks according to the US 
Department of State. With frequent tribal conflict and regional terrorist threats such as Boko Haram and al-
Qa’ida as well as ISIS recruitment in our own country, we need adequate military supplies to defend our 
homeland. However, the amount of money we can allocate to our military funds is minimal. In fact, Ghana’s 
percentage of GDP set aside for military purposes ranks 147th internationally at 0.4%.  That is why we are 
thankful for and dependent on Iran, Russia, and China for creating strong military alliances with us. China’s 
military trade is a great supplement to our country and we see any blow to the military complex as a threat to 
our own stability. 
Ghana’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
The National Security Council, on the basis of briefings by the intelligence agencies and partners, determined 
that there is a credible terrorist threat to all countries in the sub-region after the recent attacks in Mali, 
Burkina Faso and Cote d’Ivoire. The Council reviewed its anti-terrorism preparedness, joint services operations, 
and other measures to ensure the safety of the citizenry. In view of the conventional wisdom that security is a 
shared responsibility, the Council advised that the general public be “vigilant, cautious and curious, and report 
any unusual circumstances to the law enforcement agencies.” The Council further urges all Ghanaians and other 
nationals resident in Ghana to bear with security measures that may be enforced at various locations from time 
to time for the purpose of public safety. The Council will review the situation on a continuous basis, and 
believes that other countries must take the necessary steps to remove citizens from harm’s way, even if it 
means declaring an area a war zone. 
Ghana’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
Ghana currently is a major hot spot for human trafficking. In 2005 we passed the Human Trafficking Act, 
strengthening and clarifying punishments for human traffickers. Ghana has also created an anti-human 
trafficking unit that works in conjunction with the Ghana police service and the Human Trafficking Management 
Board. However, little training has been provided to investigators and prosecutors, and our care facilities for 
victims are poorly funded. Some foreign aid has been given to Ghana, but little has been accomplished. Ghana is 
a transit point for West African sex trafficking to Europe and the Middle East. Although our human trafficking 
problem is not due to international conflict directly, perhaps stabilizing other countries in the region will 
reduce the use of Ghana as a middle-man in the trade of humans. We would also appreciate increased funds for 
training law enforcement agencies and care facilities. 
Sources 
https://www.osac.gov/Pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=24343 http://en.people.cn/90786/7655236.html 
https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/countries/2017/271194.htm 
www.ghana.gov.gh/images/pressreleases/nat_sec.pdf 
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Security Position Statement 

Italy 
Delegates: Nick Delahaye,   
School: Episcopal High School 
Italy’s Stance on the Military Complex 
The Republic of Italy’s stance on the Military Complex is fairly relaxed. The Republic of Italy’s military 
expenditure has been slowly decreasing over the years particularly in 2013. In 2011, however, the UN mission 
to topple Muammar Gaddafi’s Libyan regime, which was extremely successful. Ever since Italy has decreased 
their military expenditure. However, over the course of the previous years, Italy has made clear that military 
technology should not be restricted. Italy claims that they have the right to increase or decrease the use of 
their military whenever they feel like it. 
Italy’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
The Republic of Italy’s stance on the Rules of Engagement is very conservative. Italy, when in a combat 
situation, prioritizes the lives of military personnel over the lives of civilians. During World War II, however, 
Italy was extremely aggressive towards people who were hostile to their government. When faced with a 
combat situation, Italy takes an extremely conservative stance. 
Italy’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
The Republic of Italy’s stance on Conflict Accountability relies mostly on preserving the lives of children in a 
state of war. Italy has claimed that they hope to have children grow up to be 100 rather than dying shortly by 
the means of human conflict. Italy says it will take action by taking first priority in preserving the lives of their 
posterity. 
Sources 
https://www.sipri.org/  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/  
http://online.culturegrams.com/ 
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Security Position Statement 

Kazakhstan 
Delegates: Emily Clarke, Cade Crandall 
School: C.E. Byrd 
Kazakhstan’s Stance on the Military Complex 
Kazakhstan has benefits from the military complex because of our connection to the Caspian Sea and 
corresponding naval defense industry. For the sake of the protection of our maritime borders, over 25 ships 
have been built in Kazakhstan, supporting the industry and modernizing our Navy. We’ve also been utilizing the 
military-industrial complex to support our economy while modernizing our military, allowing Kazakhstan to 
control our borders and remain independent. While the military complex is advantageous to us, Kazakhstan 
believes that military technology should be regulated in accordance with policies like our nuclear non-
proliferation policy (?). Kazakhstan has already taken steps to combat weapons trafficking through an OSCE 
workshop, which detailed preventing future black market trade of smaller weapons used in terrorist attacks.  
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
Kazakhstan’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
Kazakhstan remains impartial towards many countries and prioritizes foreign policy over much else; therefore, 
we support the regulation of military actions for the sake of Kazakhstan’s safety and our international 
connections. Since Kazakhstan is an area of interest to many powerful countries, we do not wish to be placed 
in the middle of a figurative tug-of-war. Our impartiality also leads us to believe that any creation of a UN 
resolution contributing to international rules of engagement would take away the autonomy of smaller, regional 
organizations and cause tension. As a member of NATO, Kazakhstan supports NATO ROE Manual MC 362-1, 
but remains strongly opposed to a UN initiative to standardize rules of engagement across the members of the 
UN. According to standard ROE, soldiers have the right to defend themselves, which Kazakhstan believes 
should remain the standard for ROE. 
Kazakhstan’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
Kazakhstan is dedicated to retaining regional peace so that we can continue to develop and modernize, and 
because our country is rich with natural resources many powerful states seek to influence us. Reasonable 
standards for conflict accountability would help lessen any outside threats, as they would have set 
consequences to face for their actions. Our own dedication to nuclear non-proliferation pushes us to believe 
that the countries with the most power should not be able to wield that power without consequence.   
Kazakhstan looks for an international resolution to the problem of children’s rights in the midst of crises. The 
UN should spearhead peacekeeping efforts in these countries to ensure that conflicts are settled in a just way. 
In addition, it is the responsibility of every country to contribute to the problems children face as a result of 
violence, aggression, and poverty. 
Sources 
https://www.kazakhembus.com/content/foreign-policy-overview-2 http://mfa.gov.kz/en/minsk/content-
view/oboronno-promyslennyj-kompleks-kazahstana-2 
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Security Position Statement 

Russia 
Delegates: Alexander Tirrell, Ceci Caputo 
School: Baton Rouge High 
Russia’s Stance on the Military Complex 
As the world's second largest arms dealer, the development, production, and sale of weapons is a very 
important industry in Russia. Russia believes that maintaining and innovating as a military power is essential 
for the security and defense of our nation. We also believe that it is important that we remain able to supply 
our allies, such as Syria, with the needed weaponry to defend themselves. While we as a country recognize the 
threat posed by terrorist groups gaining arms, we prioritizing our own military strength is more important. We 
would be open to any resolution that seeks to stop terrorist groups without compromising our military and 
arms sales. 
Russia’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
While Russia has generally followed standard rules of engagement, we have recently enacted new rules in Syria. 
We have set in place a strict policy to protect our allies by allowing Syria to use Russian resources to defend 
themselves against any suspected threats. This includes setting clear rules to shoot down any Turkish planes 
that enter Syrian airspace and also permit counterstrikes to Israel if they were to ever commit launch raids in 
Syria. We as a country believe it is imperative that we have the right to protect and retaliate against any 
attacks on our allies. Therefore, we would oppose any resolution seeking to restrict our ability to take action in 
the Middle East. 
Russia’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
Russia believes civilian casualties are one of the great tragedies of any conflict and should be minimized if at 
all possible. However, such deaths are sometimes the unfortunate consequence of a more significant issue. One 
such example is Syria in which the government has used chemical weapons multiple times to fight off rebels 
which caused numerous civilian casualties. Because of these attacks, the security council has proposed several 
resolutions to punish Syria, but Russia has vetoed every one of these resolutions. While Russia does seek a 
resolution to minimize civilian casualties, we will continue to veto any resolution that aims to punish those who 
we believe are just in their actions. 
Sources 
https://www.ispionline.it/en/pubblicazione/what-prospects-russian-military-industrial-complex-21836 
https://real-agenda.com/russian-rules-of-engagement-in-syria/ https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-12-
15/russias-new-rules-engagement-syria https://editorials.voa.gov/a/russia-again-stands-against-
accountability/3814664.html 
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Security Position Statement 

Senegal 
Delegates: Cole Kirkpatrick, Michael Morris 
School: University Lab School 
Senegal’s Stance on the Military Complex 
Senegal believes that no resolutions can be created to effectively solve this problem and not cost many 
civilians their lives. Throughout history, the only way to lower weapon possessions of two opposing forces to 
have a signed deal with stakes on the line for both sides. As stated in the issue analysis, there are many 
groups who are benefiting from armament escalation and it would be impossible to bring all of those groups to 
a table, have them sign an agreement, and expect them to follow it. If the conference has an issue with 
countries distributing weapons to other allies, the issue is not the military complex. The fact that Senegal has 
become the most stable government in Africa off of the back of military assistance of larger countries is a 
testament to the benefits of arms distribution. Senegal has had no major conflicts with any local powers, with 
its most involvement in recent history being Senegalese assistance with a United Nations Peacekeeping mission 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Senegal’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
Senegal's stance on Rules of engagement are in favor of making the rules of engagement slightly looser.  
Senegal isn't the safest country and has to deal with mainly internal affairs however they have very close ties 
to france which is currently having problems with things like terrorist attacks. Due to these facts Senegal 
would want to act in their best interest and, for the sake of public opinion, follow closely behind france and 
vote in favor of loosening the Rules of Engagement. The priorities of the Rules of Engagement should be to 
govern war, which is a very chaotic action, and give a foundation of order to save unnecessary loss of life. 
However, this isn't upheld by all sides and and in alot of situation terrorist are abusing these rules and are 
putting civilian and soldiers lives in harm's way. Senegal isn't asking to abolish the Rules of Engagement 
because they understand the necessity of order and stability however they ask the Rules of Engagement in 
situation like terrorism get special consideration. Soldiers should still have a right to defend themselves. 
Senegal’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
Senegal’s large population of children make this problem hit very close to home. While our country does not 
feel any effects off this problem, we feel like we can be a part of the solution. We have seen many “lost 
children” as a product of conflicts within our own continent, leading to our empathy to the struggles of other 
nations. While our economy and nation cannot support a mass influx of orphans, we strongly encourage other 
countries with the means of accommodating these children to welcome them with open arms. Without proper 
assistance from the conference, these children will grow up hating and having negative feelings towards the 
large countries that helped contribute to their situation. This dissent makes future assistance and 
reconstruction even harder. If other countries don’t feel compelled to help these children because of the 
struggle of the children, then they should help in order to stave off future struggles for their own interests. 
Sources 
List of Research Sources Used  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senegal 
https://www.unicef.org/publications/index_35265.html 
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Security Position Statement 

Ukraine 
Delegates: Jacob Major, Joseph Saint 
School: Woodlawn High School 
Ukraine’s Stance on the Military Complex 
Ukraine believes that the focus should be placed on regulating military technology, as attempting to destroy 
and ban them would cause a tremendous amount of  issues. Not to mention many terrorists and crime 
organizations have received these technologies in illegal ways like purchasing them through black markets. The 
security council should not attempt to control the military complex within Ukraine, our manpower is essential 
to providing defense from separatists, terrorists, and any nation that poses us a threat. In order to regulate 
weapons-trafficking, stricter gun regulations  should be placed. Stricter regulations like banning high-risk 
firearms or placing a limit on the overall number of firearms one can own would prohibit weapons moving to 
illicit markets and help decrease international trafficking. 
Ukraine’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
An agreed upon standard for Rules of Engagement would be beneficial to all nations as having a set of number 
of procedures to follow during conflict would help minimize catastrophes. Soldiers should be able to defend 
themselves against enemies without having to identify their target or ask for permission. If a soldier's life is an 
danger or they have reasonable suspicion they should be able to defend themselves or prevent incoming 
attacks. Rules of engagement should be focused on preventing and stopping combatants instead of public 
safety, a strong focus on supporting the military personnel would greatly decrease conflicts which in turn will 
provide the public with safety. To combat undercover terrorism soldiers should be granted the ability o engage 
with any enemy they have reasonable suspicion to believe they pose them any sort of threat. 
Ukraine’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
Polities that require the decision makers to review their new legislation or having a period where decision 
marker review their previous legislation would help them understand how the decisions they make influence 
their country. Throwing additional money into unstructured programs wouldn't be efficient, we should focus 
more on solving the situation instead . Yes there are certain conflicts that can be solved with non - aggressive 
polities although the majority of aggressive conflicts must be solved with aggression. Ukraine's most important 
objective is to provide for the welfare for all of it's residents, so if a conflict arises against its people Ukraine 
is prepared to handle the situation 
Sources 
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/11/26/russias-conflict-with-ukraine-an-explainer/  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/josh-rogin/wp/2017/12/20/trump-administration-approves-lethal-
arms-sales-to-ukraine/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.9165492e8319  https://www.unian.info/world/10346109-
ukraine-insists-on-un-security-council-reform.html  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2610592/ 
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Security Position Statement 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Delegates: William Rotondo-McCord, Parker Simpson 
School: Mandeville High School 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland’s Stance on the Military Complex 
The UK has a defense budget of $52.5 billion, coming in at the 5th largest in the world and contributing 2.2% 
of our GDP on NATO defense expenditures. We are deployed in more than 25 countries, from fighting 
extremism from ISIL and in Nigeria to NATO missions in the Middle East, to humanitarian and peacekeeping 
operations across the globe. Especially in Syria and Iraq, the UK is committed to promoting humanitarian 
interests abroad. The UK is the second largest exporter of Defense products and services at $120 billion 
between 2007 and 2016, with 49% of markets in the Middle East and 23% in North America; commitment to a 
fair and open arms trading market is integral to economic growth and international stability. Innovation is a 
key part of the UK’s strong defense, and we allocate $800 billion to technological development for the military. 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
The UK is committed to combating terrorism abroad while protecting our people, defending our influence, and 
promoting our interests internationally. United Kingdom troops operate under UK, NATO, or UN standard Rules 
of Engagement, differing from conflict to conflict. Although leaving the European Union, we will continue to be 
“an outward-facing, global partner at the heart of international efforts to secure peace and prosperity for all 
our people.” Adherence to NATO Rules of Engagement, in which soldiers must positively identify targets unless 
acting in self-defense, has been established in the UK. When NATO or UN ROE do not apply, UK troops are 
given relative autonomy over their own ROE as long as UK Ministers have approved. The United Kingdom 
supports sensible and responsible ROE reform as long as civilians are not put into direct harm. Winning 
conflicts is important, but outright disregard for the rights of civilians is inhumane and irresponsible. 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
On the UN Security Council, the UK has previously been at the forefront of measures such as the Women, 
Peace and Security and the Prevention of Sexual Violence Initiative and organizing the UN Peacekeeping 
conference in London in 2016. In conflicts where child soldiers are involved, the United Kingdom adheres to 
International Humanitarian Law, where enemy child soldiers are treated as prisoners of war (granting extra 
protection) and entitled to humane treatment, education, provision for religious rights, family reunions, and 
general care. The UK sets out guidelines on how to properly “document or investigate sexual violence as a war 
crime, crime against humanity, act of genocide or other serious violation of international criminal, human rights 
or humanitarian law.” The UK has a zero-tolerance policy regarding sexual abuse in wartime, both towards UK 
troops and other international powers. Educational rights to children in war-torn regions is of the utmost 
importance. The UK would support measures such as those that hold international powers accountable for 
sexual abuse and violation of the rights of children; as a peacekeeping body, the UK wishes for all other 
international parties involved in conflict to adopt similarly strict measures in regards to the investigation and 
punishment of the sexual and humanitarian violations of children. 
Sources 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/652915/UK
_Defence_in_Numbers_2017_-_Update_17_Oct.pdf  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/596968/06
032017_Def_Engag_Strat_2017DaSCREEN.pdf http://www.act.nato.int/images/stories/budfin/rfp016046.pdf  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/460424/PD
FSCANS_Document_1.pdf  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/598335/Int
ernational_Protocol_2017_2nd_Edition.pdf  https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/children-are-innocent-
bystanders-in-times-of-conflict-caught-up-in-the-atrocities-taking-place-around-them 
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Security Position Statement 

United States of America 
Delegates: Spencer Heitman, Marshall St. Amant 
School: Catholic High School 
United States of America’s Stance on the Military Complex 
As the highest spender on military worldwide, the U.S. spends more than the next seven ranked countries and 
has done so for many years. This large spending has led to the creation of the most technologically advanced 
military in the world. However, martial exports are still subjected to scrutinous regulation in the interest of 
national security, protection of human rights, and prevention of chemical weapons proliferation.  Although the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty--signed by Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev in 1987--
prohibits the testing or deploying of nuclear missiles with ranges between 500 and 5,500 km, the U.S. plans 
(at the time of writing) to begin withdrawal from the contract on February 2nd, 2019. However, the U.S. is still 
accountable to UN Security Council Resolution 1540, which was unanimously passed in 2004 and prohibits 
countries from supporting non-State actors that attempt to develop, acquire, or transport chemical and/or 
biological weapons, especially for the purpose of terrorism. 
United States of America’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
Article II of the U.S. Constitution grants the President the powers of Commander-in-chief, meaning that he can 
direct military forces in the pursuit of national interests such as regional stability, humanitarian concerns, and 
deterrence of chemical weapon proliferation. The U.S. is a signatory to the 1864 and 1969 Geneva 
Conventions, though we have not officially ratified Protocol I or II of the 1969 Convention.  Military 
accountability is further outlined in the Law of War, which is the most developed Body of Law within the 
Department of Defense’s Law of Nations. The Law of War rests upon the principles of military necessity, 
unnecessary suffering, proportionality, distinction, and honor when considering whether to engage in armed 
conflict. All five of these criteria are evaluated before military action is taken. In instances where action is 
taken, the U.S. carefully considers the nature, duration, and scope of the conflict. 
United States of America’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
If found in violation of any International Humanitarian Law (jus in bello), the U.S. must make full reparations for 
loss or injury caused and may be tried in the International Court of Justice (ICJ). The U.S. will also not instigate 
conflict inconsistent with the principal of just war (jus ad bellum) but will retaliate when it is considered 
necessary for the purpose of national security. Although initially a signatory, the U.S. is not a State Party to 
the Rome Statute or its International Criminal Court (ICC) because of “insufficient checks and balances on the 
ICC.”  The U.S. actively advocates for conflict accountability in international court; one case instigated by the 
U.S. against Iran is currently being deliberated in the ICJ and two more cases are pending. Proceedings were 
also instituted against the U.S. by Palestine after the relocation of the Embassy to Jerusalem. 
Sources 
U.S. Marines Training Command International Committee of the Red Cross Department of State Department of 
Defense Cornell University Department of International Relations Duke University School of Law 
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Security Position Statement 

Uruguay 
Delegates: Tate Broussard, Ben Bordes 
School: Episcopal School of Acadiana 
Uruguay’s Stance on the Military Complex 
Uruguay is firmly against military complexes and weapon trafficking as a whole. The entirety of the armed 
forces of Uruguay are volunteers on short terms. As for trafficking, Uruguay has had several problems with 
weapons and drugs being smuggled across the Brazilian border from the north. Uruguay generally does not 
support harsh control, meaning control over military complexes and technology should be regulated and 
restricted. As a part of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, Uruguay agrees to ban all further manufacturing 
and exchanges of nuclear armaments. 
Uruguay’s Stance on Rules of Engagement 
Uruguay is known to have a corrupt police and justice system after a military regime, leading to a strong public 
opinion of the Rules of Engagement needing to protect civilians. As a more liberal state, Uruguay believes in a 
standard ROE, giving different rights to militaires depending on the nature of conflict. Interior conflicts should 
have ROE in favor of the people, whilst foreign affairs should favor soldiers fighting for their lives in split 
second decisions. Undercover terrorism should be combated with strategic checkpoints at the borders and 
extreme caution in large public areas. 
Uruguay’s Stance on Policies on Conflict Accountability 
Uruguay is a relatively peaceful nation. Our military is completely comprised of volunteers, all of whom serve 
short terms. Uruguay is part of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, in agreement to prohibit any activity 
involving such weaponry. It is our belief that other countries should follow in our footsteps to becoming more 
peaceable nations, so as to limit violence and its many detrimental ramifications worldwide. Uruguay already 
provides free state funded education from Primary school through University level, which we believe could go a 
long way towards saving a child’s life in the event of conflict based disaster. Other countries could do the same 
by putting less funding into their militaries and more into education. Rushing to violence is never the right 
solution, as it without fail leaves the countries involved in worse shape than before conflict occurred. 
Sources 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Uruguay https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/uy.html https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-
detail.asp?country_id=uruguay 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/65/meetings/generaldebate/View/SpeechView/tabid/85/smid/411/ArticleID/282/reft
ab/235/t/Uruguay/Default.html http://www.epa.ie/climate/thekyotoprotocol/ 
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/04-wto_e.htm https://tradingeconomics.com/uruguay/fossil-fuel-
energy-consumption-percent-of-total-wb-data.html 
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