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61st LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 
CONFERENCE 

December 1-3, 2022 

"Democracy Must Be Learned by Each Generation." 

The Mission of the YMCA Louisiana Youth & Government program is two-fold: 

• to encourage and foster leadership through service, fellowship, responsibility, and respect
for oneself and others among all participants

• to educate and engage students in the process of government from local to international so
that they become more active participants in their communities.
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61st YOUTH LEGISLATURE 
STATE OFFICERS 

Governor Maria Hargrave St. Joseph’s Academy 

Secretary of State Kavia Malik Haynes Academy 

Supreme Court Chief Justice Ryan Wyche Woodlawn High 

President of the Senate Emma Bonney St. Joseph’s Academy 

President pro tempore Kaylen Davis Archbishop Hannan 

Senate Floor Leader Brinley Pethe Haynes Academy 

Senate Floor Leader Alissa Julien Haynes Academy 

Speaker of the House Lily Coats Haynes Academy 

Speaker pro tempore Carter McLean Episcopal Baton Rouge 

Speaker pro tempore Grace Dube St. Joseph's Academy 

House Floor Leader 

House Floor Leader 

Riley Gulino Haynes Academy 

Caroline Roussel St. Joseph's Academy 
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OFFICIAL OATH OF OFFICE 

Members of the Legislature and all other elected officers shall 

take the following Oath or Affirmation prior to entering the 

duties of their offices: 

I ___________________ (state your name), do solemnly swear that I will 

faithfully execute the duties of the office of _____________ for the State 

of Louisiana, and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect, and 

defend the Constitution and Laws of the United States and this State. So 

help me God.  
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CODE OF CONDUCT 

1. No delegate shall leave a YMCA LA Youth & Government function unless with the approval of his/her advisor

AND the director of the program is secured.  The delegate must be picked up and returned by a parent or

legal guardian.

2. Each delegate is legally and financially liable for the removal, defacing, or willful damage to public or private

property.  This includes the property of fellow delegates and staff, schools, and the hotel. Any act of

vandalism, destruction of property, or misuse of a facility may be a crime and will be treated as a potential

criminal violation.

3. Food is not permitted in any conference meeting rooms.  Beverages are limited to water and coffee.

4. The use of incense, vaping devices, tobacco products, and use of/possession of alcoholic beverages or non-

prescription drugs is forbidden at the YMCA LA Youth & Government function.

5. Delegates shall not leave the conference perimeter except to travel to scheduled conference activities. This

includes staying in designated areas at the hotel.  The hotel pool is off limits for everyone, all the time.

6. Delegates may not visit or be in anyone else’s hotel rooms without the explicit permission of their school

advisor. Delegates may not be in any room of the opposite sex at any time.

7. All delegates shall be in and remain in their assigned hotel rooms by scheduled curfew and doors shall remain

closed until scheduled end of curfew.

8. Delegates shall not invite or receive outside visitors to the conference or hotel.

9. There shall be no room switching in the hotel without the approval of the delegation advisor and the director

of the program.

10. There shall be no noise in the halls or rooms of the hotel that would disturb other people after 10:00

p.m.

11. Official observers are registered as part of the YMCA LA Youth & Government conference and are

governed by this code.  All other visitors to the program are restricted to the assigned areas unless

approval is secured from the director of the program. Each delegate shall attend all sessions of the YMCA

LA Youth & Government program unless options are designated.

12. BADGE SWITCHING OR SHARING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  Participants will wear their assigned

badges at all times when they are not in their sleeping rooms and must be able to produce their badge at all

times.  Badges are to be worn above the waist and must be visible.  Badges are not to be defaced, decorated,

or altered in any way.  ONLY ADVISORS CAN REQUEST REPLACEMENT BADGES.
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13. Unless there is a fire, pulling a fire alarm is a serious offense.  Hotel alarms automatically summon the fire
department and create a great inconvenience and fear for the hotel and other guests.

14. Use of personal vehicles by students at YMCA LA Youth & Government conference is strictly prohibited. Only club

and conference advisors and staff may use personal vehicles.

15. Student participation in all dimensions of the YMCA LA Youth & Government conference shall be maintained

on the highest plane with utmost respect for fellow delegates, advisors and staff.

16. Weapons of any kind and items that could cause injury or damage to participants and/or property are strictly

forbidden.

17. Students are responsible for demonstrating respect for themselves and others through their use of appropriate
language, avoiding profanity; racial and ethnic slurs; or any otherwise denigration of others through other verbal
and nonverbal language or communication. Harassing, intimidating or bullying others will not be tolerated.

18. The Program Director has the authority to determine both the appropriateness of appearance and attire of

participants during the YMCA LA Youth & Government conference.  All participants are to maintain a

professional and business-like appearance each day between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.  Dress

codes will be enforced. Specific clothing not allowed at YMCA LA Youth & Government conferences: 

miniskirts, extremely tight clothing, bare midriff, shorts, hats and caps.  Jeans and athletic shoes are allowed during 

free time only (refer to schedule) 

I understand that conference delegates are housed four (3 or 4) to each room and that in order to 

participate in this program, I must share a room and bed with at least one other student of the same sex 

from my delegation.  I further understand that I may not room with anyone other than YMCA 

conference delegates – not an advisor, parents, or other relatives.  I also understand that I may not room 

alone. 

I understand that I may be expelled from all future Youth & Government activities if I have drugs or 

alcohol at the conference or commit any of the infractions listed on the student code conduct form.  

I understand that all fees are non-refundable. 

I have read, reviewed with my advisor and understand the Code of Conduct required to attend Youth & 

Government activities. 

EMERGENCY CARE & TRANSPORTATION PERMISSION – The YMCA of the Capital Area does not 

provide accident or medical insurance for program participants.  I recognize that participation in 

YMCA sponsored activities may expose my child to risk of injury.  I agree to hold the YMCA and the 

school system offering the program if applicable) harmless from any claims that may occur through 

participation in any activity at the YMCA, or in its programs.  In cases of emergency or accident and I am 

unable to be contacted, I hereby grant the YMCA director or his/her agent to secure proper medical 

treatment and transportation for my child to an appropriate facility for treatment. 

MEDIA PROMOTINAL MATERIALS – In further consideration of my child being allowed to participate in 

YMCA activities, I hereby grant permission for my child’s name, voice, picture and basic personal 

information to appear on television as a participant in YMCA activities. 

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________  Date:___________ 

Student Signature_________________________________________  __Date:___________ 
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CCaannddiiddaatteess HHoouussee SSeennaattee SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt

3:00 - 4:30 Registration

5:15 - 6:00 Opening Session 

6:00-10:00 Committees
Meet on Landing 
After Opening

Assigned Committee 
Rooms*

Assigned 
Committee Rooms* Sierra IV

10:00 - 10:30 Gubernatorial Debate

10:30 -10:45 Pizza Pick-Up 

inutes After Debate Curfew 

House Committee L Sedona I
House Committee A Sedona II Senate Committee Y Mesa I
House Committee Y Sedona III Senate Committee A Mesa II
House Committee O Sierra I Senate Committee G Dining II --> Behind Restaurant Doors
House Committee U Sierra II
House Committee T Sierra III
House Committee H Dining I --> Main Restaurant

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  11sstt

Hotel Lobby

Sedona I, II & III

*Senate Committee Rooms *House Committee Rooms 

Sedona I, II & III

Hotel Lobby
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CCaannddiiddaatteess  aanndd  
LLoobbbbyyiissttss HHoouussee  NNaavvyy  HHoouussee  GGoolldd  SSeennaattee  NNaavvyy  SSeennaattee  GGoolldd  

SSuupprreemmee  
CCoouurrtt

7:07 - 8:00 State Board Meeting

7:30 - 8:00 Delegation Council

8:00 - 8:30 General Session 

8:30 - 11:30, 12:00 and 
12:30  

Sessions in Progress 
Meet outside 

Sedonas for Intent 
Speeches

Sedona I Sedona III Mesa I Mesa II Sierras I&II

12:00 - 12:30 Lunch Group 1 Lunch Lunch Lunch 
12:30 - 1:00 Lunch Group 2 Lunch Lunch Lunch 

12:30, 1:00  - 4:00* Sessions in Progress Sedona I Sedona III Mesa I Mesa II Sierras I&II

*4:00 - 4:30 
House and Senate 

Joint Sessions 

4:30 - 5:30 Delegation Council

4:30 - 7:00

7:00 - 8:30 Governor's Banquet 
8:30 - 9:00 Change for the Dance

9:00 - 10:30 LEG Fun

After Devotional Pizza Pick-Up 

15 minutes after Devotional Curfew 

FFRRIIDDAAYY,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22nndd

Mesa I

Sierra I & II

Sedonas

Sierra I & II

Sedonas

Dance - Sedonas Trivia - Mesa I

Sedona I

Break
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7:04 - 8:00 State Board Meeting

7:30 - 8:00 Delegation Council

8:00 - 9:30 Plenary Session

9:30 - 10:45 Veto Override Session

10:45 - 11:30 
Hotel Check-Out and 
Change for Closing 

Session

11:30 - 12:00

Closing Session, Bill 
Signing and 

Announcement of 
2023 State Officers

Sedonas

Sedonas

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  33rrdd

HHoouussee  SSeennaattee  SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt

Sierra I & II

Sierra I & II

Sedonas
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Important Changes and Information

Committee Purpose

The purpose of committees are to determine what bills would be best to debate

during chamber debate the following day. Ranking in committees should not be

determined by whether a delegate agrees with a bill, but instead on five criteria:

State Importance, Feasibility, Speaker Knowledge/Presentation, Originality, Degree to

which it is debatable. All bills shall be ranked on a scale of 1-5 for each criterion with

1 being the best ranking and 5 being the worst ranking.

Committee Ranking Form Here:

Remember!

1 = Best

5 = Worst

Technology Policy

While technology may be used during committee ranking, delegates must act with

respect towards speakers. Other than being briefly used for research purposes or for

reading your prepared statements, phones must remain away from debate.

Maintaining Respect

The YMCA core values are caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility. All delegates

must remain respectful of other delegates and strive to exemplify these values.

Asking Author Questions

To ask an author a question outside of the time allotted for technical questions, any

delegate may ask, “Does the author yield to a series of technical and/or non-technical

questions, where I reserve my right to speak thereafter?” after being recognized

during debate.

Motions & Points

Motions and points will be reintroduced this year. Though some notable ones are listed

below, please visit “Explanations of Parliamentary Motions and Points” for more

details.

Points of Information
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Allows a delegate to clarify misinformation on the floor or add relevant information.

Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Information!” The presiding officer will

acknowledge the point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”  Points of information

may interrupt speakers.

Points of Personal Privilege

Allows a delegate to be temporarily excused from the room. A delegate will say,

“Point of Personal Privilege.”

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry

Allows a delegate to ask the chair for clarification on any portion of parliamentary

procedure that causes confusion. Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of

Parliamentary Inquiry!” the presiding officer will acknowledge the point by saying

“Rise and state your point.”

For all motions other than motions to amend legislation, the following procedure will

be used:

● A delegate may seek recognition from the presiding officer by rising and saying,

“Mr./Mme. Speaker/President.”

● Once the presiding officer recognizes the delegate, he/she will state the

motion.

● If the presiding officer deems the motion appropriate, he/she will call for a

second.

● If a second is given, the presiding officer will then ask for objections. If there

are no objections, the motion is immediately adopted. If there is an objection

or multiple objections, the presiding officer will convene a vote.

Motion to Suspend the Rules

Allows procedures in the handbook to become altered by the chair or speaker. Can be

used to extend debate or alter dress code, permitting delegates to remove suit

jackets. A delegate will stand and say, “Motion to extend debate by __ rounds” or

“Motion to suspend the rules in manner of dress.” As with all motions, motions to

suspend the rules are up to the discretion of the chair.

Amendments

This year, amendments will be reintroduced. These amendments can be used to

change the content of a bill and are primarily used to change the implementation,

funding, or penalties of a bill. They are only in order in a bill’s chamber of origin after

the first round of debate on Friday.

To make an amendment, a delegate must write a proposed change in an amendment

form, found in the back of their conference binder. The delegate will then raise their
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red placard. If recognized, the delegate will move to amend the bill, “I move to

amend Senate Bill 19 to read…” and hand the chair the completed amendment form,

who will determine if the amendment is germane. If the chair believes the

amendment is germane, the bill author will determine if the proposed amendment is

hostile or friendly to the intent of the bill. If deemed friendly, the amendment is

adopted to the bill. If deemed hostile, the chamber moves into amendment debate,

an abridged debate where the amendment author will give opening and closing

statements.

Bill Tracking

After a bill has passed or failed a chamber, the bill author will bring their bill to the

bill tracking table outside of their chamber.

This year, after a bill passes in its chamber of origin, it must also pass the opposite

chamber to reach the governor’s desk.

Find Bill Tracking and dockets here:

Outstanding Bills and Delegates

At the end of the conference, each delegate will be asked to vote for what they

consider to be the “Outstanding Bill” from their chamber. These bills will be

recognized in the closing ceremony.

Outstanding delegates will also be recognized at the end of conference for their

engagement and decorum throughout the conference.

Outstanding Delegates and Bill Voting Form Here:

Access to voting for Outstanding Delegates and Bills will

open on Friday, December 2nd after House and Senate

Joint Sessions at 5pm.
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HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES 
Each Senator or Representative shall be assigned to sit on a Senate committee or a House 
committee. The number of committees will be determined by the Program Staff upon 
receiving the final number of bills at the conference. Committee appointments shall be 
determined by the State Board, either randomly or by topic. Committee meetings are 
held on Thursday evening. Committee time is used to strengthen, combine bills and 
determine weaknesses. The purpose of Committee is to rank bills by favorable attributes in 
order to present the best bills on the Floor of the House or the Senate.   

All bills in both the House and Senate shall first be scored by their respective committees. 
Committee Chairs are selected by the State Board and Program Staff between Pre-LEG and 
the Baton Rouge conference. These Chairs will preside over the proceedings of the 
committees. Each 
Senator/Representative on the committee shall present his/her bill to the committee.  

COMMITTEE TIME FRAME 
The Committee Chairs will direct the committee to adhere to the following time frame during 
debate on bills:  

2 minutes for an Opening Statement by the sponsor(s) 
2 minutes for Questions 
6 minutes for Debate (alternating speakers in support of and against the bill) 
1 minute for a Closing Statement by the sponsor(s)  

Only Technical Amendments are permitted in committees. Technical Amendments are those 
that correct clerical, grammatical, spelling or other errors made by the author and are not 
allowed to reverse or otherwise change the intent of the bill. The Bill Author(s) may present 
Technical Amendments to the Committee Chair, who will ensure the amendments are 
germane prior to reading them to the committee during the Opening Statement and 
immediately adopting them without debate.  

COMMITTEE ACTIONS 

All bills shall be ranked on a scale of 1-5 for each criterion with 1 being the best ranking and 
5 being the worst ranking.  

1. State Importance
2. Feasibility
3. Speaker Knowledge/Presentation
4. Originality
5. Degree to which it is debatable

Access Ranking Form Here! 
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The degree to which it is debatable and originality criteria will be weighted more heavily 
than the others, each accounting for 30 percent of the total score.  
The State Board will use these averaged and weighted rankings from the committees to 
create each chamber’s docket for the following day. The House and Senate chambers will 
consider all bills presented in the docket. Only a motion to suspend the rules may 
rearrange it.  

A maximum of two (2) bills from the Senate and two (2) bills from the House will advance 
straight to the Plenary Session on Saturday, where they will be debated by all delegates. 
These bills are selected among the highest ranked bills from the committee process.  

Access Bill Dockets and Tracking Here: 
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HOUSE & SENATE FLOORS 

If the committee to which the bill was referred reports it favorably and if the presiding officer places it 
on the Docket, the sponsor(s) shall present the bill to the appropriate House or Senate body.  

PROCEDURES FOR BILL CONSIDERATION ON THE FLOOR 

BILL SPONSOR'S OPENING STATEMENT 3 MINUTES 
• Sponsor may use all three (3) minutes.
• Sponsor may use part and yield rest to co-sponsor, questions, closing statements or the chair.

QUESTIONS 2 MINUTES 
• The presiding officer will open the floor to Questions from the floor. The presiding officer will

recognize members of the body to question the bill sponsor(s) on any matter relating to the content
of the bill in question until time expires.

• The presiding officer has the authority to deem questions germane or not germane.
• In the event the delegate wishes to ask more than one question, he/she will say the following: “Will

the author(s) yield to a series of questions?” The sponsor(s) may refuse.

INTENT SPEECHES 4 MINUTES 
• The Press Secretary and candidates for State Board positions are the only delegates allowed to give

intent speeches.
• A speaker may sign up for an intent speech from the announcement of the docket up until the

presiding officer begins the bill consideration process on the bill in question.
• Intent speeches are limited to two minutes each.

GENERAL DEBATE 12 MINUTES 
• The presiding officer will open the floor to general debate on the bill in which members of the body

may express their opinions on the bill.
• Each delegate may speak for a maximum of two (2) minutes.
• In the event a delegate does not use all two (2) minutes, he/she may yield to another delegate to

speak. This delegate may speak for the remainder of the original two (2) minutes given by the
chair. Time may not be yielded if it has been yielded once before.

• The presiding officer will alternate between speakers in proposition and speakers in opposition of
the bill. If the first speaker recognized supports the bill, the presiding officer will call for a speaker
to debate against the bill, and vice versa.

• The speaker may ask the bill sponsor(s) a question or a series of questions upon being recognized by
saying “Will the author(s) yield to a question/series of questions?” The speaker may engage in
debate before and/or after the question(s).

• Members of the body may also propose amendments upon being recognized by the chair. In the
event an amendment is deemed hostile by the bill sponsor(s), the following procedure will take
place:

AMENDMENT DEBATE AND VOTE 9 MINUTES 
Amendment Sponsor's Opening Statement 2 minutes 
Questions 1 minute 
General Debate on the Amendment 4 minutes 
Original Bill Sponsor’s Statements 1 minute 
Amendment Sponsor’s Closing Statements 1 minute 

• For a full explanation of the amendment process, see “Explanations of Parliamentary Motions and
Points” further into this document.

BILL SPONSOR CLOSING STATEMENT 2 MINUTES 
• Once debate has closed on the bill, the presiding officer will recognize the bill sponsor(s) to deliver

the Closing Statement to present the arguments for final passage for the final time.
• In the event the sponsor(s) yielded unused time from the Opening Statement, the total time

available to the sponsor(s) will be two (2) minutes plus that time. 18



FINAL READING OF BILL AND VOTE 
• The presiding officer will convene a vote for final action on the bill
• The Clerk will read the bill by title only for the final time.
• The presiding officer will ask for the yeas and nays via a voice vote. A simple majority (1/2) is

required for passage.
• In the event the presiding officer is unclear as to which side had the majority, he/she may

recognize a Division as called from the floor. When a Division is called, the presiding officer will ask
the yeas and nays to stand, respectively.

• When a bill as passed by a House or a Senate, it shall then be transported with the presiding
officer’s signature to the Bill Tracking station staffed by the Program Staff.
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VETO OVERRIDE PROCEDURES 
OPENING STATEMENTS  4 MINUTES 

• The bill sponsor(s) will give an opening statement lasting no longer than two (2)
minutes. 

• The Governor will then give an opening statement lasting no longer than two (2)
minutes. 

• Both the sponsors and the Governor may use part of the time and yield the rest to
questions or their respective closing statements. 

QUESTIONS     2 MINUTES 
• The presiding officer will open the floor to Questions from the floor. The presiding

officer will recognize members of the body to question the bill sponsor(s) OR the 
Governor on any matter relating to the content of the bill in question until time 
expires. The delegate asking the question must first specify whether the question 
is for the bill sponsor(s) or the Governor. When asked of the Governor, questions 
may be non-technical in asking as to the reasons for the original veto. 

• The presiding officer has the authority to deem questions germane or not germane.
• Delegates may only ask one question at a time.

GENERAL DEBATE  12 MINUTES 
• The presiding officer will open the floor to general debate on the bill in which

members of the body may express their opinions on the bill. 
• Each delegate may speak for a maximum of two (2) minutes.
• In the event a delegate does not use all two (2) minutes, he/she may yield to

another delegate to speak. This delegate may speak for the remainder of the 
original two (2) minutes given by the chair. Time may not be yielded if it has been 
yielded once before. 

• The presiding officer will alternate between speakers in proposition and speakers
in opposition of the bill. If the first speaker recognized supports the bill, the 
presiding officer will call for a speaker to debate against the bill, and vice versa. 

• The speaker may ask the bill sponsor(s) a question or a series of questions upon
being recognized by saying “Will the author(s) yield to a question/series of 
questions?” The speaker may engage in debate before and/or after the question(s). 

• Members of the body may NOT propose amendments to bills during
the veto override session. 

CLOSING STATEMENTS  4 MINUTES 
• Once debate has closed on the bill, the presiding officer will recognize first the bill

sponsor(s) and then the Governor to deliver Closing Statements to present the 
arguments for the final time. 

• In the event the sponsor(s) or the Governor yielded unused time from the Opening
Statement, the total time available to them will be two (2) minutes plus that time. 

FINAL READING OF BILL AND VOTE 
• The presiding officer will convene a vote for final action on the bill.
• The Clerk will read the bill by title only for the final time.
• The presiding officer will ask for the yeas and nays via a voice vote. A yea vote is a

vote to override the veto while a nay is a vote to maintain the veto. A two-thirds 
(2/3) majority is required to override. 

• In the event the presiding officer is unclear as to which side had the majority,
he/she may recognize a Division as called from the floor. When a Division is called, 
the presiding officer will ask the yeas and nays to stand, respectively. 
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EXPLANATIONS OF PARLIAMENTARY MOTIONS AND POINTS 

Only the following motions and points are allowed during debate.  

For all motions save motions to amend legislation, the following procedure will be used: 
• A delegate may seek recognition from the presiding officer by rising and saying, “Mr./Mme.

Speaker/President.”
• Once the presiding officer recognizes the delegate, he/she will state the motion.
• If the presiding officer deems the motion appropriate, he/she will call for a second.
• If a second is given, the presiding officer will then ask for objections.

o If there are no objections, the motion is immediately adopted.
o If there is an objection or multiple objections, the presiding officer will convene a vote.

• The required majority varies for each motion.

1. Amendments to Legislation
• Motions to amend legislation are allowed at any point during the Debate portion in both

committee hearings and floor debates. They may not interrupt speakers.
• These motions have the effect of changing the verbiage of bills.
• The committee chair or presiding officer is empowered to deem amendments germane or not

germane to the legislation in question.
• After the committee chair or presiding officer recognizes a delegate to speak during Debate,

he/she will move to amend the bill. “I move to amend Senate Bill 19 to read….” 
• Upon moving to amend the bill, the amendment author will hand the completed amendment

form found at the back of the conference binder to the clerk or presiding officer. The presiding
officer will then ask the bill sponsor(s) whether they deem the amendment friendly or hostile to
the bill.

o In the event the sponsor(s) deem the bill friendly, the amendment text will be
immediately added to the bill without debate or a vote.

o In the event the sponsor(s) deem the bill hostile, the presiding officer will open debate
on the amendment.
 The amendment sponsor will deliver an opening statement on the amendment for

a maximum of two (2) minutes.
 The presiding officer will open the floor to Questions from the floor for a

maximum of one (1) minute.
 The presiding officer will open the floor to Debate. Each recognized speaker may

speak for a maximum of one (1) minute. Upon the conclusion of each speaker’s
speech, the chair will immediately take back the floor in order to recognize
another speaker. The total time for Debate shall not exceed four (4) minutes.

 The presiding officer will then recognize the bill sponsor(s) to deliver comments
on the amendment for a maximum of one (1) minute.

 The presiding officer will then recognize the amendment sponsor for a Closing
Statement for a maximum of one (1) minute.

 The presiding officer will then convene a vote on the amendment. A simple
majority (1/2) is required for passage.

• If a hostile amendment is approved by the body, the presiding officer will direct debate back to
the general Debate on the bill as amended.

• In the event a delegate wishes to amend the amendment, the above process will take place with
the secondary amendment. Tertiary amendments are not allowed.

• All debate must remain relevant to the question at hand, whether it be the general bill, an
amendment, or a secondary amendment.
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2. The Previous Question
• Motions for the previous question are allowed at any point during general Debate of bills or

amendments. They may not interrupt speakers.
• Moving the previous question cuts off Debate and moves straight to the Closing Statement.
• In the event this motion comes during debate on an amendment, the delegate must specify

which question to move:
o “I move the previous question on the amendment.” This motion cuts off debate on the

amendment and moves straight into the comments from the bill sponsor(s).
o “I move the previous question on the bill.” This motion cuts off debate on both the

amendment and the bill and moves straight into the sponsor’s Closing Statement on the
bill.

• A two-thirds (2/3) majority is required for passage.

3. Table/Remove from the Table
• Motions to table legislation are allowed at any point during convened sessions of Houses and

Senates. They may not interrupt speakers.
• Moving to table legislation defers consideration of the instrument.
• There are three (3) possible options with motions to table:

o General Motion to Table: This motion simply lays the instrument on the table and may be
removed from the table at any point.
 An instrument laid on the table may be removed from the table with a

corresponding motion.
 “I move to remove [insert bill name] from the table.”
 The instrument will be returned to its original place on the Docket. If the

chamber has moved beyond that point on the Docket, a motion to suspend the
rules and rearrange the Docket may be used.

o Motion to table for a specified amount of time: This motion defers consideration of
legislation until a specified time.

o Motion to table indefinitely: This motion effectively kills the instrument.
• A simple majority (1/2) vote is required for passage.

4. Suspension of Rules
• Motions to suspend the rules are allowed at any point during convened sessions of Houses and

Senates. They may not interrupt speakers.
• These motions have the effect of adjusting rules in this handbook to satisfy the needs of the

floor to properly execute debate.
• The presiding officer is empowered to deem these motions appropriate and admissible.
• The following are common motions to suspend the rules:

o Extend time: Delegates may use this motion to extend time for questioning or debate.
 The motion must include a specific amount of time for extension.
 These motions may only extend the general time for questions or debate; they

may not extend times for individual speakers’ speeches or subsequent
questioning.

 “I move to suspend the rules and extend the time for questioning by two
minutes.”

o Rearrange the Docket: Delegates may use this motion to adjust the order of
consideration of bills on the Docket. 22



 These motions may move a single bill, move multiple bills, or force immediate
consideration of a particular bill.

 “I move to suspend the rules and rearrange the Docket so that [insert bill
number(s)] appear(s) before [insert bill number].

 “I move to suspend the rules and immediately consider [insert bill number].
• All motions to suspend the rules require a two-thirds (2/3) majority for passage.

5. Reconsideration
• Motions to reconsider are allowed at any point during either committee hearings or convened

sessions of the Houses and Senates. They may not interrupt speakers.
• Should a bill fail to be reported favorably in committee or pass in a House or a Senate, any

delegate who voted against the bill in its initial consideration may move for the committee or
chamber to reconsider the bill.

• These motions are only permissible in the body in which the bill failed to proceed. For example,
a bill with an unfavorable report in committee may not be reconsidered by a House or Senate.

• “I move to reconsider [insert bill number].”
• If the motion to reconsider passes, the presiding officer will immediately convene consideration

of the bill.
• No bill may be reconsidered if it has been reconsidered once before.
• A two-thirds (2/3) majority is required for passage.

6. Recess
• Motions to recess are allowed at any point during either committee hearings or convened

sessions of the Houses and Senates. They may not interrupt speakers.
• These motions dismiss the committee meeting or session of a House or Senate for a specific

duration of time, including a lunch break.
• The committee chair or presiding officer is empowered to not recognize a motion to recess

should he/she feel it unnecessary.
• A specific length of time is required in the motion.
• A simple majority (1/2) is required for passage.

7. Adjournment
• Motions to adjourn are allowed at any point during either committee hearings or convened

sessions of the Houses and Senates. They may not interrupt speakers.
• These motions end committee meetings or sessions of a House or Senate.
• The committee chair or presiding officer is empowered to not recognize a motion to adjourn

should he/she feel it unnecessary.
• In the event there will be future sessions, a motion to adjourn must include a time to

reconvene.
• In the event there are no future sessions, the motion becomes a motion to adjourn sine die.
• A simple majority (1/2) is required for passage.

8. Point of Information
• Points of Information are allowed at any point during either committee hearings or convened

sessions of the Houses and Senates. They may interrupt speakers.
• A Point of Information is a statement of a fact or statistic to clarify misinformation on the floor

or to provide additional insight relevant to the debate.
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• Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Information!” The presiding officer will acknowledge
the point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”

9. Point of Order
• Points of Order are allowed at any point during either committee hearings or convened sessions

of the Houses and Senates. They may interrupt speakers.
• A Point of Order is used to alert the presiding officer of a perceived error in parliamentary

procedure.
• Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Order!” The presiding officer will acknowledge the

point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”
• Upon hearing the Point of Order, the presiding officer will either correct the action in question

or explain to the delegate how the action in question was in order.

10. Point of Parliamentary Inquiry
• Points of Parliamentary Inquiry are allowed at any point during either committee hearings or

convened sessions of the Houses and Senates. They may interrupt speakers.
• A Point of Parliamentary Inquiry is used to ask the presiding officer for clarification on any

portion of parliamentary procedure that causes confusion.
• Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Parliamentary Inquiry!” The presiding officer will

acknowledge the point by saying, “Rise and state your point.”
• Upon hearing the Point of Parliamentary Inquiry, the presiding officer will explain the point in

question to the delegate.

11. Point of Personal Privilege
• Points of Personal Privilege are allowed at any point during either committee hearings or

convened sessions of the Houses and Senates. They may interrupt speakers.
• A Point of Personal Privilege is used make a personal request during debate, including

permission to vacate the chamber for a brief time.
• Any delegate may rise and say, “Point of Personal Privilege!”
• Upon hearing the Point of Personal Privilege, the presiding officer will either grant or deny it.
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SUPREME COURT PROCEDURES 

OPENING STATEMENTS 3 MINUTES (EACH) 
1. The complainant will present a three (3) minute opening statement that introduces the basis for the

complaint.

2. The Attorney General will present a three (3) minute opening statement.

QUESTIONS FROM THE BENCH  10 MINUTES

The Justices will have the opportunity to ask either party questions concerning their arguments for a

period of ten (10) minutes.

1. PRESENTATION OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 5 MINUTES EACH

Each party has the opportunity to present any documentary evidence to the court for a period of five
(5) minutes.

DELIBERATION AND JUDGMENT  
After all proceedings have occurred, the court will enter into deliberation, in which the complainant 
and Attorney General must vacate the room. As soon as a decision has been reached, both parties will 
be recalled into the room and the Chief Justice will present the decision. 
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Candidates for Governor

Alissa Julien
High School: Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies
Youth & Government Activities: 2021 Youth Legislature Conference,
2022 Model United Nations Conference, 2022 National Judiciary
Competition
School Activities: Science Olympiad, Health Occupation Students of
America (HOSA), Mock Trials Competition Team, Theater Board
Historian, Cast member of Beauty and the Beast Jr.
Impressive Achievements: Member of National Honor Society, Rho
Kappa, National English Honor Society, National Spanish Honor
Society, and Member of the Audubon zoo Youth Council/Volunteer

Why do you want this office?
I want to be governor to help people find and express their opinions , and help create an
environment where they can be heard.

How do you plan to improve Youth LEG?
I plan on expanding on our efforts to make new delegates feel prepared for conference, and
fostering an environment of healthy debate.

If you were an ice cream flavor , what would you be?
If I were an ice cream flavor I would be mint chocolate chip. It’s fun , amazing , and
always there when you need it.

Emma Bonney
High School: St. Joseph’s Academy
Youth & Government Activities: President of the Senate for the
Youth Legislature 2022 Conference
School Activities: Vice President of Respect Life Club
Impressive Achievements: Attended a Duke Summer Camp the
summer before my 8th grade year
Why do you want this office?
I want to have a lasting impression on an organization that I
have always loved. I want to be a good influence on incomers

to Youth Legislature.

How do you plan to improve Youth LEG?
I would like the conference to be more like the real Louisiana Legislature. I would also like to
make the conference more friendly towards newcomers and easy to understand.

If you were an ice cream flavor, what would you be?
Chocolate chip cookie dough because I am full of surprises in every bite :)
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Candidates for Speaker of the House

Hannah Champagne
High School: St. Joseph’s Academy
Youth & Government Activities: I have attended one middle school
Youth LEG, 2021 high school youth LEG, 2022 MUN, and 2022
Conference on National Affairs(CONA).
School Activities: Youth and Government, Drama Club, Diversity
Club, Literary Ladies, Art Club, French II club, Criminal Justice Club,
Film Club
Impressive Achievements: Some of my achievements this year are
having my first ever bill and resolution pass and LEG and MUN,
attending CONA, 50+ service hours, a charisma award in my Civics

class, and the Academic Distinction Award and my school.

Why do you want this office?
I want to be Speaker of the House because I would like to help maintain and create a safe place
for delegates to express their opinions, be themselves, and learn about current political events.

How do you plan to improve Youth LEG?
I plan on improving Youth Ledge by using my time management skills and my ability to
diffuse heated situations/ resolve problems to make committees and chambers run smoothly
(while still being fun of course).

If you were an ice cream flavor , what would you be?
I’d be Krazy Kookie Dough, because it is extremely sweet, and very colorful. You’ll never know
what color cookie dough you’re going to get, and that resonates with me on so many
levels.

Riley Posey
High School: Episcopal Baton Rouge
Youth & Government Activities: Mock Trials, Youth Legislature
Conference, Model United Nations
School Activities: Soccer
Impressive Achievements: One time I received a standing ovation in
9th grade because I helped a baby duck get off the road.

Why do you want this office?
I want speaker of the house because of it’s simple complexity. I have
always been intrigued by this position so I decided to run ot fill my

wonder about it.

How do you plan to improve Youth Leg?
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I want to get more people involved. I love Youth Leg, and it had brought me to meet so many
amazing people and I wish everyone can have that opportunity.

If you were an ice cream flavor, what would you be?
Definitely cookie dough.

Candidate for President of the Senate

Kearra Grisby
High School: St. Joseph’s Academy
Youth & Government Activities: Youth Legislature Conference, Model
United Nations Conference, National Judiciary Competition
School Activities: Youth & Government, Literary Ladies (book club),
Student Council, Swim Team

Why do you want this office?
LEG has truly been a place where I have had the opportunity to
flourish. I found a home in YAG and I want to help better that home.

How do you plan to improve Youth LEG?
To improve Youth LEG I would find ways to make it easier for newer delegates. I’ve been able
to find a community in LEG and I want that for new delegates as well.

If you were an ice cream flavor, what would you be?
I’ve been told that I am rocky road ice cream. Life is a rocky road so being an ice cream with lots
of variety and surprises is how I want to live my life.
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 43 2 
George  Scully   Catholic High School  3 
 4 
TITLE: Reformation of the Louisiana Driver's Licence System 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Every few years citizens are required to renew their driver's license. This is a fairly standard procedure: 8 
go into a DMV, fill out some paperwork, pay a fee, take a picture, and the process is complete. 9 
However, for an additional fee and a few hours of online paperwork, said citizens can also get a star on 10 
their driver's license allowing them to use it as a passport in the United States. This is where the 11 
"Reformation of the Louisiana Driver's Licence System" bill comes in. The bill will cut out the additional 12 
few hours of paperwork required for citizens to get the star on their passport and instead will allow 13 
them to get the star with the renewal of their license.  14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
In the implementation of this bill, some (not all) of the paperwork will be transferred over (such as 17 
questions asking about criminal offenses, if their on a no-fly list, etc.) to the driver's license renewal 18 
paperwork, and the fee to renew said license would slightly rise (as to make up for the money lost in 19 
eliminating the other process). 20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
While funding is not required for this bill, any potential funding will come from the revenue generated 23 
by the Louisiana Lottery.  24 
 25 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 26 
Citizens who have committed major, not minor, offenses will not be eligible for a special license, and will 27 
instead be forced to use their standard passport (which will convey more information about the person 28 
who is going to fly on the plane to airport security).29 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 44 2 
Brennan Coco   Catholic High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Lionfish Rodeo 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Lionfish are a non-native, invasive species in many different marine ecosystems, including the Gulf of 8 
Mexico. Lionfish cause major disturbances to food webs in many ecosystems since they have no natural 9 
predators and compete for resources with native species. On top of this, they produce and release tens 10 
of thousands of eggs every three days year-round, unlike most reef species that spawn once a year. 11 
Ecosystems in the Gulf of Mexico, such as coral reefs, artificial reefs, and wrecks have all been impacted 12 
by the lionfish. The lionfish preys on many different species including herbivores, which are responsible 13 
for keeping algal growth in check and ensuring a healthy reef ecosystem. Without healthy reef 14 
ecosystems around the coastlines, Louisiana and the United States will be unprotected from hurricanes, 15 
erosion, powerful waves, and a significant decrease in biodiversity in the oceans. Additionally, 16 
thousands of Louisiana residents will be unprepared for a change in livelihoods and the collapse of 17 
several major industries. To prevent these devastating events from happening, the LDWF will host a 18 
year-round lionfish rodeo. People will spearfish lionfish and keep the tails to win prizes.  19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
This would go into effect starting January 2023. There will be checkpoint locations at dive centers, 22 
marinas, and other qualifying establishments to turn the tails in. There will be a $50 entry fee per 23 
person to cover the cost of managing the rodeo, prizes for winners, and financial incentives for 24 
checkpoint locations. At the end of the year, prizes will be distributed to people who qualified. There 25 
will be different tiers based on the number of lionfish caught. Registration opens in December for the 26 
next year’s rodeo and is open all year. 27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
No funding is required for the implementation of this bill since the entry fee will fund the rodeo costs.  30 
 31 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 32 
There are no penalties for the implementation of this bill. 33 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 45 2 
Thomas O'Connor   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
 4 
TITLE: Expanding Access to School Choice 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
An educational voucher program is a program wherein students are given money from the state that 8 
would otherwise be used for their education at a public school which they can spend towards the cost 9 
of attending a private (or other nonpublic) school.  Currently, there are two educational voucher 10 
programs in Louisiana: the Student Scholarships for Educational Excellence Program and the School 11 
Choice Program for Certain Students with Exceptionalities.  12 
 The Scholarships for Educational Excellence Program seeks to aid low-income students in low-13 
performing schools.  To be eligible, the student’s family income must be below 250% of the national 14 
poverty line, and they must (1) attend a public school rated C, D, or F, (2) be enrolled at a public school 15 
in a Recovery School District, or (3) be entering kindergarten.  Students must also participate in state 16 
testing to be a part of the program.  This voucher is renewable.  The voucher is equal to either the state 17 
allocation per student in the student’s home school district or the tuition charged by the private school 18 
(whichever is less).  19 
 The School Choice Program for Certain Students with Exceptionalities seeks to provide students with 20 
exceptionalities the ability to access educational services explicitly addressing their needs.  To be 21 
eligible, the students must be diagnosed with one of the following learning exceptionalities: autism, a 22 
mental disability, emotional disturbance, developmental delay, specific learning disability, or traumatic 23 
brain injury.  The private school where these vouchers are used must also have established programs to 24 
serve students with special needs for at least two years before application.  The student must also (1) 25 
have an Individualized Education Plan, (2) reside in a parish with more than 190,000 residents, (3) be 26 
eligible to attend public school, and (5) not have been deemed gifted and talented.  This voucher is 27 
renewable.  The voucher is equal to either 50% of the state allocation per student in the student’s home 28 
school district or the tuition charged by the private school (whichever is less). 29 
 This bill would extend these voucher opportunities to all Louisiana students and administer them 30 
through Educational Savings Accounts.  The Scholarships for Educational Excellence Program would 31 
have its eligibility requirements expanded to include all Louisiana students regardless of family income 32 
and all public schools and districts.  However, the students eligible must have (1) attended a public 33 
school in the school year, (2) be entering kindergarten, or (3) have attended a public school for at least 34 
45 full-time instruction days of the school year in which they apply for a voucher.  The voucher would 35 
then be renewable each year up to the student’s high school graduation or when they turn twenty-one.  36 
The voucher will equal either the state allocation per student in the student’s home school district or 37 
the tuition charged by the private school (whichever is less).   38 
 The money would be allocated to the students through an Educational Savings Account program.  In 39 
this program, parents remove their children from public districts or charter schools and receive a 40 
deposit of public funds into a government-authorized account. The funds in this account (which will be 41 
accessed via an online platform) can go towards covering private school tuition and fees, online learning 42 
programs, and private tutoring.  This will allow Louisiana students to choose which educational 43 
opportunity is best for them. 44 
 The School Choice Program for Certain Students with Exceptionalities will remain unchanged, but 45 
students applying for that program (which has enrollment caps) will also be able to apply for the newly 46 
expanded program.  Thereby, they will have the opportunity to be considered for vouchers of higher 47 
value. 48 
  49 

 1 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 2 
Effective January 1, 2023, the Student Scholarships for Educational Excellence Program, as established 3 
under RS 17:4014, shall be amended to: 4 
 (1) Eliminate the maximum income requirement for program eligibility, 5 
 (2) Eliminate the requirement for students to have been previously enrolled in a class C-, D-, or F-rated 6 
public school for program eligibility,  7 
 (3) Eliminate the requirement for students to have been previously enrolled at a public school in a 8 
Recovery School District for program eligibility, 9 
 (4) Eliminate the requirement for students to have mandated state testing for program eligibility, 10 
 (5) Require students to either: have attended a public school in the previous school year for program 11 
eligibility, be currently enrolled in kindergarten, or have attended a public school in the current school 12 
year for at least 45 full-time instructional days, 13 
 (6) Authorize allotted funds for each student to be deposited into an Educational Savings Account upon 14 
acceptance into the program,  15 
 (7) Grant parents access and make payments from the Educational Savings Account account through an 16 
online platform, 17 
 (8) Authorize payments from the Educational Savings Account for private-school tuition and fees, 18 
online learning programs, and private tutoring, 19 
 (9) Allow students currently enrolled in or applying to the School Choice Program for Certain Students 20 
with Exceptionalities to apply and receive admission from this program. 21 
  22 
 23 
SECTION III: FUNDING 24 
The Louisiana Department of Education shall allocate funds annually from funds appropriated or 25 
otherwise available for the program an amount per pupil to each participating school equal to the 26 
amount allocated per pupil as provided in the minimum foundation program formula, inclusive of the 27 
calculations of both the local and state per-pupil allocations, to the local school system in which the 28 
scholarship recipient resides, considering all student characteristics.  For a participating school that 29 
charges tuition, if the maximum amount of tuition plus incidental or supplementary fees that are 30 
charged to non-scholarship students enrolled in such school and any costs incurred in administering the 31 
required tests is less than the amount allocated per pupil to the local school system in which the 32 
student resides, then the amount allocated per pupil to the school shall be equal to the sum of such 33 
maximum tuition amount, such incidental or supplementary fees charged to non-scholarship students, 34 
and such testing costs. 35 
 36 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 37 
No penalties are necessary for this bill. 38 
 39 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 46 2 
Isabella Knighten   University Lab School 3 
Guin  Falcon 4 
 5 
TITLE: Reinstate Home Economics Classes 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Educating students on necessary life skills is important. This bill would benefit students by having them 9 
learn skills used in daily life like cooking, sewing, and money management. Students would then have 10 
these skills when they go off on their own and become independent after high school. 11 
 12 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 13 
Because students in Louisiana are required to take one semester of health classes, this bill would 14 
require that the other semester be used to teach students valuable life skills in a Home Economics class. 15 
The curriculum would be decided and standardized by the Louisiana Board of Education following the 16 
passage of this bill.  17 
 18 
SECTION III: FUNDING 19 
This bill would require no funding or addition of teachers to the staff. No special training is required for 20 
teachers to teach this class.  21 
 22 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 23 
If a student does not complete the required half credit of Home Economics, they will not be eligible for 24 
graduation. Schools will be held accountable for offering this class at the start of the next full school 25 
year after the passage of this bill. This bill would not affect the graduation status of any student 26 
graduating before the passage of this bill. 27 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 47 2 
Lucy Nguyen   University Laboratory School 3 
Ava  Creel 4 
 5 
TITLE: Bring Back the Books 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Censorship in schools is a pressing issue that faces Louisiana. The Federal Government and many 8 
states–Louisiana included–have banned books from the libraries of public high schools. More often than 9 
not, the books banned promote the diversity and celebration of non-white ethnicities, LGBT 10 
identification, and political ideologies. Banning these books is a way for school board officials to 11 
prevent students from reading and learning about topics in a manner that conflicts with their personal 12 
narratives and opinions. Banning books is not about protecting a student’s education, it’s about 13 
monitoring and modifying how high schoolers think about themselves and others. Groups in favor of the 14 
book-banning process cite it as the parent’s responsibility to teach their children about these topics, 15 
hindering the exposure to multiple viewpoints that raise questions and prompt thinking from students. 16 
Louisiana’s youth deserve the fullest education possible, complete with a diverse background knowledge 17 
of points that may be considered controversial by the general public. If we shelter them from the topics 18 
they seek out, how can we build a functioning and free-thinking society that will one day be leading our 19 
great state? How can we guarantee that one’s opinions and thoughts remain educated and uninfluenced 20 
by those in power with ulterior motives? The only solution is to unban the books. 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
To promote education and unlimited learning, any public high school in Louisiana is eligible to receive a 23 
stimulus payment of $114 per student, two percent of the per pupil expenditure in Louisiana. To receive 24 
this stimulus, the high school must not ban any book from its high school library shelves and have at 25 
least one of each book from this list of commonly banned books in Louisiana: To Kill A Mockingbird by 26 
Harper Lee, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain, Brave New World by Aldous Huxley, A 27 
Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines, Beloved by Toni Morrison, Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison, The 28 
Color Purple by Alice Walker, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou, The Great Gatsby by F. 29 
Scott Fitzgerald, Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, and Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger. The estimated 30 
total cost to purchase a single copy of each of these books is $172.93. To successfully complete the 31 
requirements in order to receive the stimulus, the public school must be in accordance with both of 32 
these requirements from the first school day until the last school day of the school year. If these 33 
requirements are violated at any time during the school year, the public school will not receive a 34 
stimulus at the end of the school year but will be considered the next year. Each year that a public 35 
school follows these guidelines a stimulus will be received; there is no limit on how many times a public 36 
school can follow these guidelines and receive a stimulus. Employees from the Louisiana Board of 37 
Education will regulate each school that chooses to enforce these guidelines, visiting semi-annually to 38 
ensure that all guidelines are being properly followed. 39 
SECTION III: FUNDING 40 
In the state budget plan for the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year, the Louisiana Department of Education 41 
receives over eight billion dollars in both discretionary and non-discretionary spending. With around 42 
637,000 students in Louisiana public schools, taking 2% of Louisiana’s per pupil expenditure would sum 43 
to just under $73 million added to the budget. However, Louisiana only spends around 7.2 billion dollars 44 
currently according to the statistics provided by the World Population Review. This leaves eight million 45 
unspent dollars for extra education projects with the stimulus taking up less than a tenth of that.  46 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 47 
All public schools that participate and uphold the integrity of the actions outlined in this bill shall 48 
receive a stimulus. No penalties shall be issued to public schools that do not participate.49 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 48 2 
Brice Doty   dutchtown high School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Food for all 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
1 in 4 children in Louisiana faces hunger.In a first world nation things like this shouldn't happen 8 
everyone should have the chance to have a meal. 9 
 This bill provides a meal to every student who needs it. 10 
 This will boost test scores because students who are hungry score worse on tests . 11 
 It would decrease under sickness as hungry children get sick more often . 12 
 13 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 14 
This bill seeks to address that by providing free school lunches for every Public School student and any 15 
private schools students whose private schools opt-in on the program. Meals will apply to all nutritional 16 
standards set by the Department of agriculture's guidelines.  17 
 18 
SECTION III: FUNDING 19 
The money for the free meals would be provided by the taxes of the local school zone. If a local school 20 
is unable to provide free School meals; they will get a subsidy from the state government so that they 21 
will be able to provide free meals that will be determined on a case-by-case basis  by how much money 22 
each individual school needs . 23 
 Implemented the 2023-2024 school year 24 
 25 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 26 
n/a27 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 49 2 
Michael Seidemann   Dutchtown Highschool 3 
 4 
TITLE: Prevention of New Offshore Construction of Oil Rigs 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
This bill will aim to prevent the growth of the oil industry in Louisiana in order to combat climate 8 
change and carbon emissions. All construction of oil rigs in the Louisiana water territory will be 9 
prohibited after the bill’s implementation. For reference, the Louisiana ocean territory extends three 10 
nautical miles out from the coastline. Oil rigs can be offshore by at least a couple hundred meters, 11 
eliminating construction of oil rigs like this will prevent a lot of potential damage to our atmosphere. 12 
This will not affect the economy or welfare for Louisiana workers, as this is not removing any jobs. 13 
When demand from the people for electricity increases, severance taxes (12.5%) already implemented 14 
from the oil industry will help fund cleaner energy alternatives, such as wind and solar. The fines from 15 
the penalties will also go toward cleaner energy alternatives. Though oil rigs or refineries will not be 16 
decommissioned, the demand for gasoline for automobiles will inevitably increase, causing an increase 17 
in price for gasoline, as it would need to be transported out of state. Even with these issues, it is 18 
absolutely necessary that we begin cutting down on carbon emissions. Saving important parts of 19 
Louisiana historically and economically from rising sea level requires these minor sacrifices. 20 
  21 
 22 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 23 
July 1st, 2023. 24 
  25 
 26 
SECTION III: FUNDING 27 
No funding is necessary for this bill. 28 
  29 
 30 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 31 
500 million dollar fine to the company responsible, unauthorized construction of a rig will be halted and 32 
then decommissioned if a rig begins construction after the bill’s implementation. 33 
 34 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 50 2 
Ethan Helton   Dutchtown High School 3 
TITLE: Mandated Passenger Rail Transportation throughout the State of Louisiana 4 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 5 
The National Railroad Passenger Corporation, more commonly known as Amtrak, is the primary method 6 
of interstate and intercity passenger transportation via rail. Amtrak is federally owned but operates as 7 
a corporation. Most of Amtrak’s routes (In the context of this bill, a route is a passenger train between 8 
two urban centers with stops along the line for more rural areas) are operated federally, such as The 9 
Acela Express (Washington DC to Boston), or The Sunset Limited (Los Angeles to New Orleans). 10 
However, some states have created their own specific routes such as The Pacific Surfliner (San Diego to 11 
San Luis Obispo) and The Cascades (Eugene to Vancouver). Currently, there are only seven Amtrak 12 
Stations in Louisiana that mostly serve The Sunset Limited, with New Orleans being the terminus station 13 
(A terminus is the name of the starting or ending station on a line) for The Sunset Limited, The Crescent 14 
(New York to New Orleans), and The City of New Orleans (Chicago to New Orleans). Amtrak is mostly 15 
sustained by its own revenue from tickets, food, drink, and other sales of onboard luxuries. However, it 16 
routinely requires some federal or state funding to stay solvent, simply due to the nature of the 17 
venture. For example, The Cascades made a revenue of $35.4 million, with an annual 900,000 riders, 18 
but required a further $20 million worth of funding to support the rest of the route. However, if we 19 
build an effective passenger rail network, we can take more people off the road, reducing climate 20 
change, traffic, and increasing the general well-being throughout our state. 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
This bill will be enacted on January 1st, 2023. Upon the enactment of this bill, the State will begin 23 
negotiations with common freight carriers, including, but not limited to Canadian Pacific, Kansas City 24 
Southern, and Union Pacific, for trackage rights. The state will also begin renovating currently operated 25 
stations. After trackage rights are secured, the State will buy new Siemens Mobility SC-44 Charger 26 
locomotives and Venture trainsets. These will support the new mandated routes of New Orleans to 27 
Baton Rouge, Shreveport to Monroe, Lake Charles to New Orleans, Shreveport to Baton Rouge, and 28 
Lafayette to New Orleans. These routes will have at least 2 trains a day, running from each terminus 29 
and stopping at rural stations if required. A population center of over 1,000 people, that has a 30 
connection with the current trackage, will be considered for the construction of a station where these 31 
trains will stop. One can only expect economic growth, as we will be creating new jobs, and connecting 32 
existing jobs together, creating new opportunities in business. While we may run a short deficit in the 33 
routes for some time, that may be the cost of improved transportation infrastructure and further 34 
economic growth. 35 
SECTION III: FUNDING 36 
This bill will require $500 million in funding for purchasing locomotives, rolling stock, renovating old 37 
stations, and building new stations. Specifically, $100 million will go toward locomotives, $50 million 38 
towards rolling stock, and $200 million towards building new stations and renovating old ones. This will 39 
also include a $50 million budget increase for the Louisiana Department of Transportation and 40 
Development (LADOTD) to support the new lines and the maintenance of the locomotives, rolling stock, 41 
and stations. As for the track, we will only need to make agreements with existing freight carriers. 42 
Amtrak normally leases the track it travels on, not directly owning it. The freight railroad gives them the 43 
right to travel upon it, within corporate agreements. Most of the funding of this bill, $100 Million, will 44 
go towards negotiations with the freight carriers. The funding required for this bill will come from 45 
federal grants and an increase in the price of Louisiana Lottery tickets or a 1% increase in taxes on 46 
hotel or motel rentals.  47 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 48 
There will be no penalties for this bill.49 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 51 2 
Holden Soileau   Lafayette High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Restoring Work Life Balance  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
As the cost of living, food, and gas continue to increase, people across Louisiana have had a more 8 
difficult time making ends meet. People are working grueling amounts of hours just to scrape enough 9 
money together just to put gas in the car. 94% of service professionals in the United States spend over 10 
50 hours per week.  48% of Americans consider themselves to be "workaholics". There is an unhealthy 11 
culture of non-stop work in this state and in this country. Companies across Louisiana have taken 12 
advantage of their workers to squeeze every bit of profit that they can from their labor by making them 13 
work unreasonable hours for meager wages. I believe that people should be able to work reasonable 14 
hours and live off of those hours. The work week should be 4 days with 32 hours in a standard work 15 
week with 8 hours in a work day.  16 
 17 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 18 
The work week will be split into 4 days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. If an employee 19 
works more than 32 hours in a work week, or works on more than 4 separate days throughout the 20 
week, the employer must pay at a rate not any lower than 150% of their original rate for the time 21 
worked more than 32 hours.  22 
 If an employee works more than 8 hours in a day, the employer must pay at a rate not any lower than 23 
150% of their original rate for the time worked more than 8 hours in that day.  24 
 If an employee works more than 10 hours in a day, the employer must pay at a rate not any lower than 25 
200% of their original rate for the time worked more than 10 hours in that day. 26 
 Employees will be compensated for the amount they would normally make in a 40 hour work week by 27 
the government for 2 years.  28 
  29 
 This Bill should be implemented on March 5, 2023. 30 
  31 
 32 
SECTION III: FUNDING 33 
Creates an income tax bracket of $250,000 and over with a tax rate of 20% 34 
 35 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 36 
Employers that violate this act will be forced to pay employees the amount they are owed and will be 37 
fined $5000 for each violation38 

36



LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 52 2 
Kathy Hu   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
Joey  Roth 4 
 5 
TITLE: Reduced Tuition for Undocumented Students 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Today, one out of every three students in higher education in the U.S. is a first or second-generation 9 
immigrant or international student – a growing figure that underscores the importance of immigrant-10 
origin students in the classroom and workforce. The Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and 11 
Immigration and the New American Economy estimate that, of this group, 427,000 are undocumented 12 
students, who are often brought to the U.S. by family members or friends. Though they grow up and 13 
attend school in the state they reside in, they generally do not have the same opportunities as other 14 
students would have, such as affordably continuing their education beyond high school. 15 
   16 
 A leading factor that inhibits undocumented students (and other students for that matter) from 17 
attending postsecondary institutions is the tuition required. To combat this issue, many states offer a 18 
reduced in-state rate for students living in the state as a testament to their residence and tax dollars. 19 
This division between in and out-of-state tuition can be drastic; in-state tuition can be up to 75% 20 
lower than the latter. According to College Board, students without legal citizenship status currently 21 
pay out-of-state tuition even if they are longtime residents of the state, which serves as a major 22 
financial barrier for undocumented students statewide in attaining higher education. Still, in Louisiana, 23 
no state policy has been implemented to protect undocumented students’ access to any level of in-state 24 
tuition as tax-paying residents of the state.  25 
  26 
 Thirty-four states nationwide, including Texas, Utah, California, and Oklahoma, have introduced 27 
policies allowing some level of access to in-state tuition for undocumented students. These states, 28 
among others, offer comprehensive access, or statewide access to in-state tuition in all public colleges 29 
and universities, for unauthorized students. Other states, such as Arizona, Pennsylvania, and Florida, 30 
have provided more limited access: reduced in-state tuition rates at some public institutions. 31 
 32 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 33 
Undocumented students in Louisiana will be allowed to pay 150% of the current public school in-state 34 
tuition rates if they meet all requirements listed below. These students will follow all admissions 35 
guidelines as presented by their chosen school and will be able to pay the decreased tuition once 36 
accepted. This lowered rate will open up more opportunities for these students to obtain higher 37 
education. Currently, while applying for in-state tuition at colleges in Louisiana, all students must 38 
provide proof of residency in the state for at least one year. One way students can acquire Louisiana 39 
residency is by averaging 35+ hours in school per week for one year. With this bill, undocumented 40 
students must fall within stricter provisions, including a lengthened residency requirement as detailed 41 
below, to receive 150% of the in-state tuition rate. 42 
  43 
 Requirements for an eligible undocumented student: 44 
 1. Has attended a Louisiana high school for three or more years 45 
 2. Has either graduated from a Louisiana high school or has earned a GED from Louisiana 46 
 3. Has signed an affidavit with the school stating that the student or the student’s guardians have filed 47 
an application to legalize their immigration status, or will file an application as soon as they are eligible 48 
to do so 49 

  1 
 This bill will be implemented beginning on August 1, 2023. 2 
 3 
SECTION III: FUNDING 4 
The Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy estimates that undocumented immigrants in Louisiana 5 
paid around $61,060,000, consisting of total state and local taxes in 2013. Since undocumented 6 
immigrants pay taxes to the state, their cumulative contribution to Louisiana’s tax system satisfy the 7 
financial means necessary to fund this increase in reduced tuition opportunities. Therefore, no 8 
additional funds will be necessary for the implementation of this bill. 9 
  10 
 11 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 12 
If a college or university requires any undocumented student to pay the full out-of-state tuition rate 13 
despite proof of residency, they will be fined the difference between the out-of-state and the reduced 14 
tuition rates per student. The money collected will be distributed equally to public colleges that comply 15 
with this bill’s provisions.16 

37



LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 53 2 
Emma Grace  McInnis   Captain Shreve High School 3 
 4 
TITLE:  Reduce the School Week to Four Days 5 
  6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Students and teachers alike are feeling immense pressure and stress from the rigors of a five day 8 
school week. In order to be competitive for college and scholarships, students have to participate in a 9 
wide variety of extra-curricular activities. Due to a declining economy and high inflation rates, many 10 
students must work at least one job to help pay the bills. Larger class sizes, lack of discipline, and more 11 
responsibilities have teachers feeling more stress than ever before. A four-day school week for all 12 
public high schools would help all of this. This would help with the teacher shortage by giving them an 13 
extra day to plan and help with their mental health. Teacher pay will also stay the same per year. State 14 
offices will stay open five days a week to allow teachers to get things done during the week. Four 15 
Parishes across Louisiana have already implemented this and have seen great changes.  Franklin 16 
Parish’s superintendent said that this has been a great change. North Caddo, a school in Caddo Parish, 17 
has implemented this, and they have seen great effects. Acadia Parish implemented this after seeing the 18 
successes of Avoyelles Parish, and they have noticed that their students are more motivated in the 19 
classroom.  20 
  21 
 22 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 23 
Once passed, the four-day school week will be implemented the following school year for public high 24 
schools only. The school day will span from 8:30-4:30. This will be an eight-hour school day, so thirty 25 
minutes to an hour will be added on. To fill this time, classes will be extended by nine minutes. Instead 26 
of having a 55-minute class period, there will be a 64-minute class period. Louisiana requires 63,720 27 
instructional minutes per year. If this was passed, There would be 36 weeks in the year, and 68,544 28 
minutes of instructional learning time. The school year will be from approximately August 15th to May 29 
20th. This schedule would still allow for all breaks to take place. 30 
  31 
 32 
SECTION III: FUNDING 33 
There is no funding necessary for this bill. 34 
  35 
 36 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 37 
The penalty will be that the Parish will be charged a $1,000 fine per school. Each additional year that 38 
this is violated, will be another $1,000 added to the fine. 39 
 40 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 54 2 
Taylor  Albert   Woodlawn High School  3 
 4 
TITLE: Children for Incarcerated Women 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
32% of women are housed in state facilities and 68% of women are held in parish jails. 5% of these 8 
women are in their last trimester while incarcerated. A common thing among women who have just given 9 
birth is postpartum depression. Within 6 weeks after childbirth, 6.5% to 20% of women suffer from 10 
postpartum depression. Postpartum depression is more common when the mother is stressed, being 11 
incarcerated can increase stress. Louisiana allows, at maximum, 3 months for the child to be with their 12 
mother. The World Health Organization states that a newborn should be breastfed for the first 6 13 
months of their life. This nursery program would allow the mother to keep her baby for the first 6 14 
months of their life, and then the baby will be given to the closest and best-fitting relative to the baby. 15 
From there the mother will be allowed to have 3 days a week of mandatory visits so that the mother will 16 
be able to see her child and form a connection. This program will not be available to any mothers who 17 
have a past of child abuse and/or neglect. Once the mother gets out of prison and shows that within 3 18 
years after getting out of jail that they have a steady income and can provide the child with a healthy 19 
home life they can have full custody of the child.  20 
 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
This bill will be implemented immediately in any Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women and any 23 
future women penitentiaries. The nursery will be monitored by a camera and a guard at all times. The 24 
nursery should have enough capacity for 20 mothers and their children. 25 
  26 
  27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
Funding will come from the Louisiana Corrections Department budget. The cost of this program will 30 
fluctuate based on the number of children born.  31 
  32 
  33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
If any Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women or any future women penitentiaries do not comply all 36 
funding for this program will be lost until the program is reinstated.  37 
  38 
 39 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 55 2 
Unmesh Chakravarty   Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 3 
 4 
TITLE: Stimulating Early Stage Venture Capital to Generate Economic Growth 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Economic growth refers to an increase in the production of goods and services in one period of time 8 
relative to a previous period of time. Currently, Louisiana is ranked 47th when it comes to economic 9 
growth. Ways to generate economic growth are to increase physical capital goods (buildings, machinery, 10 
equipment, vehicles, tools, etc.), improve technology, grow the labor force, and increase human capital 11 
(skills, specializations, etc.). The success and growth of startups and early stage companies will do all of 12 
the above and aid in the generation of economic growth in Louisiana.  13 
  14 
 Early stage companies have newly developed a business model, but they require funding for growth and 15 
positive cash flow. This funding comes from early stage investing and is called early stage venture 16 
capital. These funds are collected for the purpose of supporting the development of the company’s 17 
products or services and cover all the investments a startup needs to generate positive and continuous 18 
revenue. 19 
  20 
 Historically, early stage venture capital in Louisiana has been done by individuals with high net worth 21 
and is sporadic and not well-organized. This does not provide the necessary capital and resources 22 
needed for early stage companies. Venture funds (either out of state or from Louisiana’s CAPCO) are 23 
usually pooled to late stage companies which causes a gap in financing between early stage and late 24 
stage companies. This can cause early stage companies (especially high technology companies) to not 25 
get started, struggle for financing, or move out of Louisiana. This bill intends to create a government-26 
led fund with the purpose of identifying early stage companies and supplying them with early stage 27 
venture capital. 28 
  29 
 30 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 31 
The fund will be regulated by the Louisiana Office of Financial Institutions. Companies that are chosen 32 
for investment through this fund must have tested their prototypes (if any), refined their service model, 33 
and prepared a business plan. Additionally, companies may be generating revenue but cannot be 34 
profitable. 35 
  36 
  37 
 38 
SECTION III: FUNDING 39 
Long-term capital gain tax rates will be increased by 3%. All capital gain generated from this fund will 40 
be reimbursed into the fund. 41 
  42 
  43 
 44 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 45 
No penalties are necessary. 46 
 47 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 56 2 
Anna Skerrett   Lafayette High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Two Meals a Day (TMaD) 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Louisiana is currently ranked as having the worst child poverty rates statewide in the nation. In addition 8 
to Louisiana’s high child poverty rate, an estimated 27% of children facing food insecurity likely do not 9 
qualify for federal assistance or programs such as SNAP. In order to combat child malnutrition in 10 
Louisiana, TMaD proposes offering free school lunch and breakfast to all Louisianian students --not 11 
just those attending low-income schools that are already reimbursed by the Community Eligibility 12 
Program-- through their schools and school systems. 13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
Beginning July 1st, 2024, all public schools in Louisiana will have the option to no longer charge 16 
students or students’ parents or guardians for student lunches or breakfasts and instead be reimbursed 17 
by the Louisiana Department of  Education or, if they qualify, the already existing National Community 18 
Eligibility Program.  If a school or school system reports the month’s student lunch and breakfast costs 19 
to the Louisiana Department of Education before the fifth day of the following month, the Department 20 
of Education will be responsible for the reimbursement of the agreed public schools and school systems 21 
for all student lunch and breakfast costs before the 25th day of the following month. 22 
  23 
 24 
SECTION III: FUNDING 25 
Meals proposed by the 2022-2023 Child Nutrition Program, of the Community Eligibility Provision, cost 26 
2.85 dollars each at full price. Assuming every public school student in Louisiana eats free lunch and 27 
breakfast for 180 school days in a year, it will cost a maximum of what is less than 4.33% of current 28 
pupil spending and will be paid for by redirecting 4.33% of current pupil spending by the Louisiana 29 
Department of Education to the breakfast and lunch reimbursements. Any unused funding for this bill 30 
will be returned to the Department of Education for use in general pupil spending at the end of the 31 
fiscal year. 32 
  33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
If a school or school board does not comply with “Two Meals a Day” by choosing to continue charging 36 
any students for cafeteria-provided lunch and/or breakfast while accepting the state reimbursement, 37 
the entity will be fined the sum of the costs asked of the students/students’ families as well as 38 
reimburse those who did paid for lunch since the implementation of this bill. The fine will be assumed by 39 
the Louisiana Department of Education and be used in future reimbursement as required by this bill. 40 
 41 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 57 2 
Michael Seidemann   Dutchtown High School 3 
 4 
 5 
TITLE: Prevention of New Offshore Construction of Oil Rigs 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
This bill will aim to prevent the growth of the oil industry in Louisiana in order to combat climate 9 
change and carbon emissions. All construction of oil rigs in the Louisiana water territory will be 10 
prohibited after the bill’s implementation. For reference, the Louisiana ocean territory extends three 11 
nautical miles out from the coastline. Oil rigs can be offshore by at least a couple hundred meters, 12 
eliminating construction of oil rigs like this will prevent a lot of potential damage to our atmosphere.  13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
Implementation Date: July 1, 2023 16 
  17 
 This bill will not affect the economy or welfare for Louisiana workers, as this is not removing any jobs. 18 
When demand from the people for electricity increases, severance taxes (12.5%) already implemented 19 
from the oil industry will help fund cleaner energy alternatives, such as wind and solar.  20 
  21 
 The fines from the penalties will also go toward cleaner energy alternatives. Though oil rigs or 22 
refineries will not be decommissioned, the demand for gasoline for automobiles will inevitably increase, 23 
causing an increase in price for gasoline, as it would need to be transported out of state. Even with 24 
these issues, it is absolutely necessary that we begin cutting down on carbon emissions. Saving 25 
important parts of Louisiana historically and economically from rising sea level requires these minor 26 
sacrifices. 27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
No funding is necessary for this bill. 30 
 31 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 32 
500 million dollar fine to the company responsible, unauthorized construction of a rig will be halted and 33 
then decommissioned if a rig begins construction after the bill’s implementation.34 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 58 2 
Jackson Whitlow   Catholic High School 3 
Mason  Ramsey 4 
 5 
TITLE: Arcade Game Payout Requirement 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
In every community across Louisiana, there is a need to entertain people, especially young people. One 9 
such form of entertainment is arcades. In arcades, there are several different types of games, one of 10 
which includes redemption games. Redemption games include family favorites such as the Stop the Light 11 
game, the Claw Machine, and of course, the Slot Machine. Slot Machines are a little different in that 12 
they are only found in casinos. Unlike actual arcade games though, slot machines are regulated in that 13 
they have a set monetary value of prizes that must be returned to players by law. This is done in order 14 
to prevent casinos from taking advantage of individuals with low self-control and gambling addictions. 15 
However, this principle of preventing entertainment retailers from taking advantage of their 16 
unsuspecting customers is largely ignored within arcades, especially in Redemption games. Redemption 17 
games are programmable, and almost every one of them is programmable to never give out physical 18 
prizes or “jackpots” (large prizes, compared to the normal prizes given out by the machine), taking 19 
advantage of the most easily manipulated population in history: children. 20 
 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2023. By January 1st, 2024, all arcades must have set their 23 
redemption arcade games to have a 20% payout, or monetary return, to their customers. This can be 24 
accomplished by altering the settings of different games to guarantee returns to the point that the 25 
arcade pays out 30% of their revenue from those games out in rewards.  26 
  27 
 In order to show that they have complied with the above clause, businesses will be required to list their 28 
revenue from their redemption games as well as the costs associated with the merchandise they have 29 
distributed in their payout. If the payout value listed is not 30% of the total revenue associated with 30 
the arcade’s redemption games, the business will receive punitive action. 31 
  32 
 33 
SECTION III: FUNDING 34 
This bill will not require any funding. 35 
  36 
 37 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 38 
Any and all violations of this bill will be considered tax fraud, and will punished as such.39 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 59 2 
Tyler Wooldridge   C.E. Byrd High School 3 
Maxwell  McDonald 4 
 5 
TITLE: Mandate Attendance of Allergy Education Classes for Restaurant Employees 6 
  7 
 8 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 9 
One in three people have reported having some form of allergic reaction inside of a restaurant. 10 
According to the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention), about 15 million people have food 11 
allergies. These allergies lead to about 30,000 hospital visits and 12 
 around 200 deaths a year. Around half of these incidents are caused by allergic reactions in 13 
restaurants. The CDC also collected data on allergy education training for restaurant employees, and 14 
found that less than half of the surveyed employees received such training. 15 
 Passing this bill could lead to the saving of many lives, and allow for people with food allergies to live 16 
less worried. 17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
This bill will be passed and all current restaurants will have to require their employees to take the class 20 
within three months. This will allow for the restaurant to give each employee time to 21 
 complete the class, without the restaurant having to close or be short staffed. 22 
 23 
SECTION III: FUNDING 24 
This bill will not require any additional funding because free allergy education classes are already 25 
available. They would take 2 hours and would need to be completed before the 26 
 employees first day. This ensures proper education on the effects of allergies and how to safely handle 27 
serving food without cross contamination. 28 
 29 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 30 
If a restaurant is found to not be providing or requiring employees to take this class they will be fined 31 
5,000 dollars per employee who has not taken it. This fine will establish a punishment so restaurants 32 
will abide by this law.33 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 60 2 
Trey Deal   C.E. Byrd High School 3 
Landon  Boykin 4 
 5 
TITLE: Remove the requirement of passing the LEAP examination for passing students in K-12 schools 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
In the history of Louisiana, there has been a noticeable lack of quality education in public schools. In a 9 
ranking of public school education systems, Louisiana is listed as the 48th worst education system in 10 
the United States. This evaluation was made by comparing graduation rates and standardized test 11 
scores across America. If a child in the Louisiana K-12 school system fails the LEAP examination, 12 
regardless of their grades in core classes, they must attend summer school to acquire a passing score. 13 
If they still do not have a passing score, they are held back. Students that have been held back are 14 
20%-30% more likely to drop out of high school. High school dropouts are more likely to end up 15 
impoverished, unemployed, and committing violent crimes. In Louisiana, these are among the key issues 16 
holding the state back as a whole. The proposed bill allows children with passing grades in core classes 17 
to advance to the next grade level regardless of their LEAP score. In turn, a lesser number of students 18 
will be held back in their K-12 years, resulting in a lower dropout rate. This would also make room for 19 
the allocation of funds into other education programs as there would be less funding required for 20 
summer school and LEAP testing.  21 
 22 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 23 
The implementation of this bill will come into effect at the start of the 2023-2024 school year. Any 24 
student who receives a passing grade in a core class involving a LEAP test will be exempt from summer 25 
school and receive credit for the class regardless of score on said LEAP test. 26 
 27 
SECTION III: FUNDING 28 
No additional funding necessary. 29 
  30 
  31 
 32 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 33 
If a child is wrongfully held back, their parent/guardian may submit an appeal to their local school 34 
board. 35 
  36 
 37 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 61 2 
Laura Lee Parker   Captain Shreve High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Implement a Teen Driver Therapy Program that will Help Teens Drivers Overcome Driving Anxiety 5 
After a Car Accident 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Almost 25% of non-driving teens surveyed say they’re not licensed because they’re scared to drive a 9 
car. Overall, 40.2% of teens think driving is scary. And this is all before even getting into a car accident.  10 
  11 
 Teenagers are 3 times more likely to crash than drivers over the age of 20. Out of over 6 million car 12 
crashes in 2018, over 1.3 million crashes involved a young driver (ages 15-20).  13 
  14 
 Vehophobia, or the fear of driving, is quite common in people who have been involved in car accidents. 15 
Many people who suffer from vehophobia choose not to drive altogether because the anxiety and fear 16 
are so overwhelming. The National Institutes of Health states that nearly 40% of crash survivors 17 
experience persistent phobias related to driving and being in a vehicle. Others also fear people or 18 
places related to their crash and experience dystychiphobia, the fear of being in a car accident. Car 19 
crash survivors might have panic attacks triggered by sights, sounds, or even smells that remind them 20 
of the crash. Victims experiencing high levels of anxiety are also likely to have issues sleeping and with 21 
higher-than-normal fatigue. Sleep disorders can result from hyper-vigilance and an inability to relax or 22 
frequent nightmares and flashbacks to the accident. Headaches, dizziness, chest pain, nausea, and 23 
muscle tension are all physical symptoms that can be caused by prolonged or frequent anxiety. Anxiety 24 
can also worsen conditions like asthma, high blood pressure, and heart disease and weaken your 25 
immune system.  26 
  27 
 Psychotherapy is the most commonly used technique for treating anxiety disorders, other than 28 
medication. It is over 70% effective in treating anxiety disorders. Two common forms of psychotherapy 29 
are behavioral and cognitive therapy, also just known as Cognitive Behavioral therapy (CBT). Behavioral 30 
therapy focuses on reducing harmful or problematic behaviors by dealing with how actions are impacted 31 
by feelings. Cognitive therapy helps a patient adapt their anxiety-inducing thought patterns into 32 
something more manageable. For example, a therapist might help someone with driving anxiety to 33 
prevent panic attacks by teaching them how to mentally re-approach the anxiety-inducing experience of 34 
operating a motor vehicle. In behavioral therapy, the therapist will help the patient to contest 35 
undesirable behaviors related to their fear. For example, the patient will learn to change their behaviors 36 
that are contributing to the fear. This may come in the form of controlling their breathing, not avoiding 37 
certain roads, or limiting obsessive behaviors. 38 
  39 
  With the National Institutes of Health claiming nearly 1 in 3  of all adolescents ages 13 to 18 will 40 
experience an anxiety disorder, this is a prevalent issue in our world today, and needs to be addressed 41 
as soon as possible. Teen driving anxiety is one part of this that can change. Louisiana needs to hire 42 
health psychologists and adopt a new program for teens to be able to have access to therapy and the 43 
help they need to get over their driving anxiety, and get back onto the roads safely. This will not only 44 
ensure the safety of teen drivers, but all Louisiana citizens on the road. 45 
 46 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 47 
This bill will go into effect as soon as possible after being passed. To start the program, the state will 48 
hire five health psychologists that specialize in CBT for treatment, to focus on treating vehophobia,  49 

dystychiphobia, and other side effects of being involved in a car accident as a young driver. Out of the 1 
five state hired psychologists, each will have an office at an already in place driving school. There will 2 
be one psychologist for each of the 5 Louisiana regions. One in North Louisiana, one in Central 3 
Louisiana, one in Acadiana, one in Greater New Orleans, and one in Florida Parishes. They will each be 4 
able to travel to varying driving schools in their regions, every two weeks, to help provide their services 5 
to teens unable to travel to their central office. This will not only create new jobs for psychologists, but 6 
also provide graduate school students with shadowing and clinical opportunities, and with the 7 
program's growth, allow this to be a new specialized career path for psychologists. This will hopefully 8 
expand the program in the future to have more psychologists, and be more easily accessible as it 9 
progresses. This will all be under the state government jurisdiction however. The state does not have to 10 
hire more than the five initial psychologists unless they see fit, due to interest and success within the 11 
program over its duration. The program will be offered to anyone under the age of 18, after they have 12 
gotten into any kind of car accident. If the young driver has to appear in court for a ticket relating to 13 
the accident, or for accident liability, the judge is required to recommend this program to the driver, 14 
whether they are at fault or not. If the teen choses to attend the program, they can call the 15 
psychologists of their area, or go the louisiana department of motor vehicles website and either set up 16 
an appointment at their central office, or arrange an appointment at a local driving school where the 17 
psychologist will travel to every two weeks, depending on if the driver needs to/can attend further 18 
sessions. If the psychologists worry for their patient's ability to continue to operate a motor vehicle 19 
safely, they will inform the parent or legal guardian of the driver of their concerns. 20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
Revealed by 2022-2023 State Budget, the state has billions of dollars in additional funding to spend in 23 
the fiscal year that started July 1 thanks to the confluence of the COVID-19 pandemic recovery, 24 
hurricane rehabilitation and a once-in-a-generation investment from the federal government. The salary 25 
for the health psychologists is around $82,639 a year, and the state would add around $7,800 per 26 
psychologist a year ($300 every two weeks), to pay for traveling expenses to the varying driving 27 
schools in their area. The total amount needed for this program each year will be $452,195. Out of the 28 
2022-2023 budget, which totalled $47 billion, this program would only be 0.00096%. The state will 29 
use a very small part of the surplus of the money not allotted to a certain area in the budget for 2022-30 
2023 to pay for the program for its first year. After this first year, the program will be an ongoing 31 
nominal portion of the yearly state budget. Because decreasing driving anxiety has the potential to 32 
decrease the number of car accidents each year in Louisiana, this should decrease money used for 33 
police, firefighters, and EMT response to accidents. The program's impact means that money that would 34 
usually go towards these programs in the budget, can be made up for by paying for this new program. 35 
Overall, this small percentage of the state budget should be worth the safety and mental health of our 36 
teen drivers. Especially since it will go on to keep all Louisiana citizens safe on the road. 37 
 38 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 39 
There are no penalties for this bill. This program is not mandatory for teens to attend if they feel they 40 
do not need CBT, or if they feel they do not have driving anxiety.41 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 62 2 
Teagan Pethe   Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies  3 
 4 
TITLE: Make Louisiana Public School Lunches Vegetarian Friendly 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
With growing environmental concerns, more and more people are cutting meat out of their diet. Many 8 
students are also vegetarian due to religious or cultural beliefs. As of 2022, as many as 10% of 9 
Americans self-identify as vegetarian. Even further, a poll in 2018 showed that younger people tend to 10 
adopt a vegetarian diet more often than older generations, which highlights the importance of having 11 
vegetarian options in schools. The problem arises in the observation that Louisiana Public School 12 
lunches are not accessible to students with a vegetarian or vegan diet. Students should not be unable 13 
to get school lunch simply because they are vegetarian. Many students don’t have the time to pack 14 
themself a lunch for school, and they need to get school lunch. Younger students may have parents that 15 
work long hours, leaving them unable to pack lunch for their kids. However, if their child is vegetarian, 16 
they can’t get school lunch all the time. This leaves these children not eating lunch every day. Why 17 
should certain students not be able to eat a meal? The aim of this bill is to assure every student 18 
attending a Louisiana Public School is provided with a lunch that is accommodating to their dietary 19 
needs. 20 
 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
This bill proposes a second vegetarian option for Louisiana Public School lunches. The Louisiana 23 
Department of Education (LDOE) would implement a nutritional program that would allow for vegetarian 24 
meals in schools. This program would keep in mind the federal and state nutritional requirements for 25 
public school lunches. It would require school districts to have at least two options for school lunch, 26 
with at least one being vegetarian. The program would be mandatory for every public school district in 27 
Louisiana to take part in. From there, the individual public school districts would make specific school 28 
lunch options that accommodate the program’s requirements. When creating these options, each 29 
district would be able to seek guidance from the LDOE.  30 
 31 
SECTION III: FUNDING 32 
Since school lunches are funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, funding for this program would 33 
come from them. If additional funding is needed, individual school districts may use funding allotted to 34 
them from taxes. 35 
 36 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 37 
If the LDOE finds that a school district is not following this program, a corrective action plan would be 38 
issued to them, and they would be monitored to make sure they implement it in the future. If they are 39 
still non compliant, they would be fined $10,000 by the LDOE.40 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 63 2 
Julie Russell   Woodlawn High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Say Gay 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
In March 2022, LA Representative Dodie Horton recommitted HB837 to a “Committee of the Whole.” 8 
This bill may be referred to as Louisiana’s “Don’t Say Gay” legislation. Despite initially failing a 9 
bipartisan vote in the House Committee on Education, HB837 has currently been passed by the LA 10 
House of Representatives and is waiting on consideration from the LA Senate. 11 
  12 
 According to the 2021 GLSEN National School Climate Survey, LGBT students reported enduring a 13 
disproportionate amount of discrimination and harassment, whether it be at the hands of peers or 14 
teachers/staff members. These experiences have led to a sharp increase in the suicide rate among LBGT 15 
youth. In addition, many LGBT students cite homophobic experiences as their reason for dropping out. 16 
No child should ever feel unsafe at school; especially not because of their personal identity.  17 
  18 
 Maintaining consistent and productive conversation in the classroom surrounding sexual orientation 19 
and gender identity is vital to the increased acceptance, retention, and quality of life of LGBT youth. 20 
 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
This bill directly counters HB837. Discussions about sexual orientation and gender identity within the 23 
public school setting are not prohibited under this bill. Instead, they are encouraged and regulated. 24 
 Conversations/instruction involving the topics of sexual orientation and gender identity: 25 
 - should never interrupt unrelated instruction 26 
 - should be initiated by students, unless it pertains to curriculum that includes LGBT history (i.e. 27 
Obergefell v. Hodges, the Stonewall Riots, same sex marriage policy, etc.) 28 
 - should never include explicit details about a teacher/staff member’s sexual encounters or experiences 29 
       i. teachers/staff members in public schools are mandated reporters; ALL students maintain the 30 
right to speak freely about their experiences with sexual assault/misconduct 31 
 32 
SECTION III: FUNDING 33 
The implementation and enforcement of this bill require no additional funding. 34 
 35 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 36 
Any Louisiana public school that fails to comply with the stipulations of this law will be subject to 37 
review/penalty from their District School Board. 38 
 39 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 64 2 
Bailey Stine   Alexandria Senior High 3 
 4 
TITLE: Improve Education Budgets for Louisiana. 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Louisiana is ranked #48 in the US in terms of education. Only about 15% of the State's budget goes into 8 
public education. This is a problem that needs to be addressed because if we aren’t getting the money 9 
to fund the next generation of Louisianans, we will keep getting stuck in this cycle of undereducated 10 
people unable to get into college because their average ACT score is 18.1. These people who cannot 11 
attain a college degree can not become the future of Louisiana through businesses, political leaders, or 12 
even the future of teachers. 9.6% of people ages 16-24 are high school dropouts, far above the 13 
national average of 6%. We need to fix this, by providing more funding to the schools to be used on 14 
education, not just sports. 15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
This law needs to be implemented beginning January 1, 2023. It needs to increase state funding in 18 
education from 15 percent to 18 percent. This will raise the total amount spent on education from 4.7 19 
billion to 5.2 billion or more. This added 0.5 billion from the raise will be legally required to go towards 20 
improvements in the school and its facilities, such as renovations, school supplies, and teacher wage 21 
raise. We also need to make sure we are hiring qualified teachers, ones with actual college degrees, in 22 
or around the subject matter they are teaching. This funding can NOT be used for sports, spirit events, 23 
or any nonacademic club. It can however go to enriching extracurriculars during the school day, i.e. fine 24 
arts,  JROTC, digital media, etc.  25 
  26 
 27 
SECTION III: FUNDING 28 
I would raise the amount of Louisiana sales tax that goes to the state to 5.25%, rather than the 4.45% 29 
we already have. That would generate an extra 2.5 billion that would go to the schools. Louisiana also 30 
only has a 0.53% property tax rate. This is highly generous compared to the national average of 1.07%. 31 
I would raise Louisiana’s property tax to 0.78%, generating an extra 312 million. 32 
 33 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 34 
The school must, if the law is broken, pay a fine of not less than 10,000 dollars to the government, and 35 
10% of their funding from this bill will be cut until the end of the current school year. 36 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 65 2 
Mia  Pulliam   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge  3 
 4 
TITLE: Improving Campus Safety with Emergency Blue Light Boxes 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
In recent years, one of the most effective ways that colleges across the country have provided peace of 8 
mind and protection for their students is by stationing Emergency Blue Lights Boxes (EBLB) throughout 9 
their campuses. This method of security has proven effective in situations of active emergencies, but 10 
has also proved to be effective in physical deterrence of crime- just one such example being Rice 11 
University reporting a 67% drop in on-campus theft and burglary following their decision to use these 12 
devices. Results like these are indicative of why 92% of all public and private universities nationwide 13 
have adopted these devices (Bureau of Justice Statistics). So what about our state, which currently 14 
ranks higher than all others with cases of violent crime? Less than half of our universities are equipped 15 
with measures like this- not even our largest college, LSU, which removed their EBLB system just years 16 
ago, despite protests from their students who are now advocating for the reappearance of the boxes. 17 
This bill will provide funding for the implementation and upkeep of these systems on any Louisiana 18 
college campus. 19 
  20 
 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
All of the universities that request these services on their campuses will be allowed an amount of EBLBs 23 
relative to their student body size and the size of the campus. Generally, larger universities can have 24 
upwards of 100 call boxes, whereas smaller universities opt for just a few dozen. This fund will also 25 
apply to universities with current operating systems that may require maintenance. 26 
  27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
The funding for these blue light boxes will come from a pre-existing allowance of money included in the 30 
yearly state executive budget that has been approved for Public Safety Services. This yearly 31 
expenditure, categorized simply as “other”, has a projected budget of $60,738,752 for the fiscal year 32 
of 2023. This bill’s funding would allocate just 2% of this total budget towards these services.  33 
  34 
 35 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 36 
No penalties- although it is expected that most colleges will take advantage of this opportunity, it is 37 
not necessary to enforce participation across every college. 38 
 39 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 66 2 
Shelby  Irwin   Haynes Academy 3 
 4 
TITLE: Closing the Wage Gap, Saving the Economy 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
In the year 2022, we in the United States consider ourselves to be advanced both technologically and 8 
economically. However, for every dollar earned by a man today, a woman will only earn 82 cents. This 9 
wage gap can be traced back to the years of prejudice and inequality women have dealt with during the 10 
development of the country we live in today. Between the ages of 18-24, about 21.55% of women are 11 
in poverty, as compared to the 16.48% of men. A similar percentage can be found for ages over 24 as 12 
well. A major contributor to this percentage is of course, the wage gap. Another statistic we can 13 
contribute to the wage gap is the overall lower percentage of lifetime earnings enjoyed by women. A 14 
woman who has worked her whole life will still receive less money in Social Security when retiring than a 15 
man who has worked the same job. The wage gap leads to an endless feedback loop of a woman not 16 
making enough money to support herself and then having to rely on tax-payer funded government 17 
assistance programs; meaning that the wage gap is costing every tax payer more money. By closing this 18 
gap in lifetime earnings, the economy can only be boosted. Women will earn more money that can be 19 
used to pay off their debts and other expenses that will contribute to the money in circulation. There 20 
will be no need for a majority of women to rely on tax-payer funded government assistance programs 21 
and taxes will inherently be lowered. Not only will the economy be boosted, but also the unjust gap in 22 
pay between genders will finally be corrected. 23 
 24 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 25 
If passed, this bill will raise taxes on higher income tax-payers in order to fund the amount in which will 26 
be needed to close the gap in pay between men and women. The highest tax bracket in Louisiana 27 
currently has a 4.75% income tax rate. This rate will be raised to 6% and is applicable to all single, 28 
married filing separately, or head of household filing statuses. Married filed jointly and qualified 29 
surviving spouse statuses will double all dollar values in each bracket. For example, if an individual’s 30 
annual income is 1.5 M USD, 1% (1,000 USD) would be taxed from the first 100k dollars of income, 31 
2.5% (3,750 USD) would be taxed from the next 150k, 5% (12,500 USD) would be taxed from the next 32 
250k, and 8% (40,000 USD) would be taxed from the next 500k, and finally 10% (50,000 USD) would 33 
be taxed from the next 0.5M, coming to a grand total of 107.25k USD in state income taxes. A state 34 
tax will also be imposed on property owners (depending on bracket) and will be issued within a month of 35 
the issuance of each parish’s tax bills. This will be due 31 days after the state property tax bill is 36 
issued. The money generated from the increased tax rate will not be given directly to corporations, but 37 
be used as an incentive. Those who have raised their wages for women to match that of their male 38 
employees will receive the amount in which afforded to them in their annual tax returns. After 5-10 39 
years, these companies' tax rates will be lowered back to their original rate. All surplus funding of this 40 
bill will be distributed by the Louisiana Department of Child and Family Services to create a yearly basic 41 
income for individuals below the poverty line.  42 
SECTION III: FUNDING 43 
This legislation funds itself and no additional funds will be necessary.  44 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 45 
Companies that are found to pay their workers inequitable and unfair wages would, after a grace period 46 
of six months to one year, face daily fines of $500 for noncompliance. This will be enforced by the 47 
Louisiana Workforce Commission.  48 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 67 2 
Averi  Truitt   St. Joseph's Academy  3 
 4 
TITLE: Save Louisiana's Soils from Harmful Salt Mining  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Louisiana’s beautiful bayous are harmed each year due to unregulated salt and oil mining. In 1995, a 8 
sinkhole was created by the Texas Brine company, which was hired by Louisiana’s Department of 9 
Natural Resources, were tasked with getting rid of naturally occurring radioactive material or NORM. 10 
This led to an evacuation of 150 nearby homes, who reported stating “mysterious gas bubbles in the 11 
swamp and tremors in the area around Bayou Corne.” The sink hole in 420 feet deep and 370 feet wide. 12 
This man-made sink hole could have been prevented by cautious care, but instead has harmed 13 
Louisiana’s precious swamps which holds thousands of wildlife as well as Louisiana’s citizens. The Texas 14 
Brine company was fully trusted in handling this situation, but instead they made a massive mistake 15 
that could potentially harm the rest of Louisiana. NORM is everywhere in this country and getting rid of 16 
it is no easy job. Unfortunately, this affected more of the state than you think. A New York Times 17 
investigation found lethal radioactive material from this sinkhole site, which then the radioactive 18 
material seeps into rivers, a large part of Louisiana’s water sources. This is no easy task, but to keep 19 
our waters safe we must take this action. After what Texas Brine did, even though they had a permit 20 
that was given to the state, this situation has yet to be fixed or solved. Finding a way to put Thorium 21 
and Uranium somewhere safe will take cautionary tasks. This is irresponsible care and Louisiana is 22 
affected by another company’s lazy actions.  23 
 24 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 25 
This bill prohibits salt mine drilling to store radioactive material, near a body of water, or in a 200-mile 26 
radius of a house.   27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
Funding should only be done by the state for helping to find places to put NORM in safe places. The 30 
price of government funding will be $4 million dollars in preliminary research to find safe ways to put 31 
NORM. This funding will come from an EPA grant. If the grant is not given, a 0.02% excise tax will be 32 
enacted.   33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
Penalties include a $100,000 - $250,000 fine if companies or citizens do not abide to the law, which 36 
states that no radioactive waste should be rid of by salt mine drilling in a 200-mile radius of 37 
neighborhoods, water, or any wildlife or persons in danger. 38 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 68 2 
Andi Hayes   St. Joseph's Academy  3 
Sela  Alwood 4 
 5 
TITLE: Legalize the Recreational Use of Marijuana 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
In recent news, Governor John Bel Edwards has made significant strides in the drug world, including 9 
allowing access to small amounts of prescribed medical marijuana. The next step is the full legalization 10 
of the recreational use of marijuana. 11 
  12 
 U.S. public support for marijuana legalization surged to 66%. 86% of supporters say that the medicinal 13 
benefits of marijuana are a very important reason for legalization. Freeing up law enforcement to focus 14 
on other types of crime is cited as a very important reason by 70% of respondents while 60% say it's a 15 
matter of freedom and personal choice.  16 
  17 
 Marijuana has been proved to be useful in medical environments. The drug has been known to treat 18 
patients with anxiety and depression. It is the clear choice to make such an option more widely 19 
available instead  of prescription only . 20 
  21 
 22 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 23 
The purpose of this bill is to permit a person twenty-one years of age or older to consume or possess 24 
limited amounts (28.5 grams) of marijuana for recreational use   and provide for the licensing of 25 
cultivation facilities, product manufacturing facilities, testing facilities, and retail stores. 26 
 27 
SECTION III: FUNDING 28 
There is no funding needed. 29 
 30 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 31 
There are no penalties associated with this bill. 32 
  33 
 34 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 69 2 
Kaci Cook   Haynes Academy 3 
 4 
TITLE: Closing the Wage Gap 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Louisiana has one of the highest wage gaps in the United States. According to a study done in 2021, 8 
the wage gap is currently 69 cents. This means that women make 69 cents for every dollar that a man 9 
makes. According to the same study, men in Louisiana, on average, annually make $15,500 more than 10 
women. There are several reasons for this wage gap. The most common reason is discriminatory 11 
practices that somehow still remain in the workplace. In many cases, women are not chosen for high 12 
paying positions simply because of their gender.  Equal pay for women is especially important for 13 
women in Louisiana because we have one of the highest rates of single parent households in the 14 
country. About 6.2% of households in Louisiana are single parent households, with that parent being a 15 
mother. This means that women, who are being paid significantly less than men, are the sole bearers of 16 
that financial weight. The last act made by the Louisiana government to close the wage gap in the state 17 
was the Louisiana Equal Pay for Women Act; while this act is a step in the right direction, it only applies 18 
to women that work for the state.  19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
This bill would extend the Louisiana Equal Pay for Women Act to apply to all women that work in the 22 
state, not just for it. This act states that no employer may discriminate against employees on the basis 23 
of sex, or pay them less than what an employee of the opposite sex is making doing the same or a 24 
similar job with the exact same skill and experience. It also states that an employee may not be 25 
terminated on the basis of their sex, or for reporting their employer for discriminatory practices.  26 
 27 
SECTION III: FUNDING 28 
There is no funding required for this bill. 29 
 30 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 31 
The Louisiana Equal Pay for Women Act states that if someone believes that they are the victim of 32 
discriminatory practices on the basis of sex in the workplace, they may submit a written notice to their 33 
employer. If that employer does not report the incident within 60 days, the employee must file a 34 
complaint directly to the Louisiana Commission on Human Rights. If the commission finds evidence of 35 
discriminatory practice, they will attempt to resolve the issue. If they are unable, then the employee 36 
should take their employer to court. If the employer is found guilty in court, then they will be required 37 
to pay all of the wages that the employee might have lost, as well as all of their legal bills.  38 
 This bill will allow employees to send their complaint to the employer as before, except the employer 39 
will have 30 days to remedy the issue. If they do not, then the employee should file a complaint directly 40 
to the commission. If the commission finds evidence of discriminatory practices, then they will require 41 
the employer to pay all of the wages that the employee might have lost.42 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 70 2 
Kearra  Grisby    St. Joseph's Academy  3 
 4 
TITLE: Enact healthcare equity in Louisiana healthcare practices  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Health is essential to human survival. Despite this need for proper healthcare, America is the leading 8 
nation in healthcare disparities compared to other developed nations. Health equity is when every 9 
person can attain their “full health potential”, and no one is at a “disadvantage due to social positions 10 
and socially determined circumstances”. Healthcare disparities in Louisiana include social, economic, and 11 
environmental disadvantages. 19.6% of Louisiana citizens live in poverty, far above the national 12 
average, largely effecting access to healthcare. The number of people of color, women, and LGBTQ+ 13 
people with insurance have decreased exponentially in the past decade. Louisiana has one of the 14 
highest infant mortality rates of all women of color. People of color in Louisiana also die at higher rates 15 
from diabetes, heart disease, cancer, and other terminal illnesses. 20.6% of Louisiana adults have 16 
reported fair or poor health and 24% of women in Louisiana do not have a health care professional. 17 
Along with these statistics, there are other sociocultural factors that effect the quality of healthcare 18 
for minority groups. Due to these innate societal and statewide disparities in healthcare for minority 19 
groups, a bill ensuring healthcare equity for all no matter race, ethnicity, gender identity, sex, sexual 20 
orientation, or disability is needed.   21 
 22 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 23 
This bill would aim to specify and expand on the current RS: 40:1262 aimed ensuring health equity for 24 
women. This bill will ensure health equity for all minority groups. Minority groups including black, 25 
indigenous, and people of color, LGBTQ, and people with mental and physical disabilities. This bill will 26 
ensure these minority groups and others are treated with the fairest health standards according to the 27 
CDC. This includes listening to patients concerns and allowing them to speak for their autonomy. No 28 
patients should be turned away from any health procedure, examination, or consultation due to their 29 
place in society. This bill would also be a catalyst towards other laws, prohibiting insurance 30 
discrimination towards these minority groups. All licensed medical professionals in Louisiana will be 31 
required to take training classes to ensure they provide safe health care ensuring health care equity. 32 
These training classes would include introductory courses “that grounds learners in common definitions, 33 
concepts, and frameworks of health equity, encouraging further investigation, engagement and 34 
reflection”. “An interactive course that takes learners through the historical social construction of race 35 
and the obstacles racism poses for the attainment of health and wellness”. As well as “a foundation for 36 
recognizing and addressing the structural drivers and social determinants of health during clinical 37 
encounter in order to improve out comes and heath equity.” This bill will also encourage representation 38 
in healthcare, increasing diversity in healthcare majors in public collages. As well as encouraging an 39 
increase in jobs with healthcare plans for employees. The actions of this bill will be added to the current 40 
health equity plans for women set by the Louisiana Department of Health.  41 
SECTION III: FUNDING 42 
All funding for this bill will come from the current budget towards health equity for women. If 43 
applicable, the money from fines that medical professionals must pay will also be added to the funds 44 
from the Louisiana Department of Health.  45 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 46 
All violations of this bill will be included in medical malpractices, reckless conduct, and or doctor-patient 47 
violations. Medical licenses will be revoked or suspended, fines of up to $5,000, and probation. 48 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 71 2 
Trey Holliday   Woodlawn High School 3 
Brendan  Parenti  4 
 5 
TITLE: Protect Plantations from Petrochemical Plants (PPPP) 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Plantations have been a part of Louisiana's History since its founding, when the South was considered 9 
the “cotton kingdom.” Slaves lived and died on plantations, spending their entire lives in the fields. 10 
  11 
 In recent decades, corporations have consistently attempted to build petrochemical plants and 12 
refineries over these precious pieces of African American history. Over 150 chemical plants have been 13 
placed along an 85-mile corridor, conveniently named Cancer Alley.  14 
  15 
 Residents of this corridor— the majority of which are African American and Indigenous people— have 16 
a 95% higher risk of developing cancer due to air pollution. In addition, the amount of COVID-related 17 
deaths within Cancer Alley is significantly higher than that of its surrounding areas. Petrochemical 18 
plants are not only killing current residents, they are also trampling over the roots of African American 19 
history in our state. 20 
 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
This bill will be set to take effect on January 20, 2025. Once passed, petrochemical corporations will be 23 
prohibited from building plants on or near historical plantations.  24 
 In addition, Louisiana public schools (K-12) will be required to incorporate information on the history 25 
of Cancer Alley into existing physical/environmental science curriculum. 26 
 27 
SECTION III: FUNDING 28 
This bill does not require any additional funds. 29 
 30 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 31 
Any petrochemical corporations/organizations that bring forth unauthorized plans to build on historical 32 
grounds (plantations) after this bill is implemented will be fined $10,000. If any unauthorized building 33 
plans remain set in motion after the fine has been issued, any and all perpetrators will face up to 2 34 
years in jail.35 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 72 2 
Sophie Yeon   Haynes Academy 3 
 4 
TITLE: A Death Sentence No Longer: Spreading Awareness and Education About HIV 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Our generation has grown up largely unaware of the true nature of HIV and AIDS. There was once a 8 
time when everyone knew or had heard of someone with HIV, someone who likely died. But while the 9 
talk of HIV has been reduced to a page in the history books, the disease itself has not. HIV remains an 10 
epidemic in the United States. In 2022, there are currently 22,497 people living with HIV in Louisiana. 11 
Louisiana also ranks 3rd in AIDS case rates and 4th in HIV case rates. Baton Rouge ranked 4th and New 12 
Orleans ranked 6th for HIV case rates for large cities. However, only 68% of Louisianians with 13 
diagnosed HIV are virally suppressed, which means they take their medicine regularly and cannot spread 14 
HIV. Presently, the nation is stepping up, with programs such as Gilead striving to get rid of HIV by 15 
2030. Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) and the Ryan White HIV/AIDS organization also have a multitude 16 
of resources for HIV prevention. We already have the solutions, Pre-exposure Prophylaxis(PreP) has a 17 
99% efficiency at preventing HIV, and antiretroviral therapy (ART) is a proven treatment to live a 18 
healthy life with HIV. But these efforts are largely unknown or rejected. This issue is due to the 19 
remaining stigma deeply rooted in the way we perceive HIV and AIDS. The real struggle doctors face is 20 
not the technology, but breaking the stigmas and myths patients still believe. Sex education in Louisiana 21 
is not mandatory, and the sex education given is not mandated to include information about sexually 22 
transmitted diseases. The only mandated topic is abstinence, which, unlike STD information, has not 23 
been proven to delay or reduce risky sexual behaviors. 24 
  25 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 26 
This bill will introduce measures to bring awareness and education about the realities of HIV. What will 27 
be most important in ending this epidemic isn’t the will of the government, but that of the people 28 
themselves, which is why it is important to present them with the facts to make that decision. At the 29 
beginning of the 2024 fiscal year, the Louisiana HIV Awareness Initiative will produce billboard, 30 
television, radio, and social media ads to increase awareness of HIV/AIDS. This will include local HIV 31 
testing sites, information about PreP, debunking HIV myths, and access to the HIV/AIDS info lines. In 32 
the upcoming 2023-2024 school year, the state will introduce a mandatory course on sexually 33 
transmitted diseases between grades 9-12. It will include an overview of STDs, introducing a further 34 
explanation of HIV, debunking myths and stigmas, what PreP is, and the long-term options of medicines 35 
people can take. This content will be reviewed by the Louisiana Department of Health to determine the 36 
medical accuracy. School nurses and counselors will also be required to take a course on HIV/AIDS 37 
awareness and prevention to serve as a resource in testing and treatment. 38 
  39 
SECTION III: FUNDING 40 
The White House issued a budget of $810 million in the 2023 fiscal year to support the Ending the HIV 41 
Epidemic (EHE) in the U.S. Initiative, with $310 million to go towards the CDC. Funding will come from 42 
the CDC under HIV prevention and care activities, which in previous years has been $12.83 million, as 43 
well as $3.76M from the EHE. 44 
  45 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 46 
Penalties are not required for the HIV awareness initiative. If a school has been found not following the 47 
mandated STD education, they will be subject to a warning and subsequent fine of $10,000 for each 48 
quarter of noncompliance. 49 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 73 2 
Adam Long   Lafayette High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Louisiana Ammunition Limitation Act (LALA) of 2022 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
In the US there are 120 firearms per every 100 people. In order for these firearms to function, they 8 
need ammunition. Currently, the sale of ammunition is unregulated at both the federal level and at the 9 
state level. Due to a rapid demand increase, there have been shortages in supply. This bill is intended to 10 
regulate the sale of ammunition in gun shops statewide, so that more gun loving constituents can get 11 
the ammo they need. 12 
  13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
By the year 2030, all places where ammunition is sold must have a Type 1 Federal Firearms Licence 16 
(FFL) under the Gun Control Act (GCA) of 1968, and must limit customers to 30 rounds of ammunition 17 
total per customer, per transaction. Each person is also limited to making one transaction with a certain 18 
vendor each day that involves the sale of ammunition. 19 
  20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
No extra funding is required for the execution and enforcement of this bill. 23 
  24 
 25 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 26 
Any person(s) or vendor(s) found in violation of this, may be subject to the penalties under the GCA of 27 
1968. 28 
 29 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 74 2 
Tanner Pruitt   Southern University Laboratory School 3 
Bryson   Addison 4 
 5 
TITLE: Mandatory minimum sentencing for domestic violence offenders  6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
The state of Louisiana is ranked 5th in the nation for females killed by males, according to data 9 
available from the violence policy center analyzing death in 2019. Since the coronavirus pandemic 10 
began these statistics in Louisiana have increased considerably. Data from media reports shows that 11 
there were at least 61 deaths related to domestic violence in 2021. Sentences/punishments for 12 
domestic violence in the state of Louisiana can include fines, jail time, probation, court order classes 13 
and community service. Domestic abuse can be considered a felony or misdemeanor depending on the 14 
circumstances. Mandatory minimum sentencing for first time offenders would be five years. 15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
In the state of Louisiana domestic violence offenses should be taken seriously from the first offense 18 
instead of offenders being given a slap on the wrist initially. If harsher penalties are put in place, this 19 
will discourage the continued crime and/or repeat offenses. In addition to protective orders being 20 
issued to domestic violence offenders, jail time should be extended depending upon the severity of the 21 
crime. Additional support such as classes, fines, and community service should be attached to the end 22 
of the sentences. Similar to a sex offender, domestic violence offenders should also be placed on 23 
probation and placed on a registry to notify the public and future/past victims.  24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
There will be no funding needed for this bill.  27 
 28 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 29 
The minimum penalty for first time offenders would be five years imprisonment, counseling, fines to the 30 
victim, and probation. The maximum sentence could include (depending on the severity of the crime) up 31 
to 10 years imprisonment, ankle/location monitoring, community service, counseling and fines to the 32 
victim. 33 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 75 2 
Nile Batiste   Southern University Laboratory School 3 
Kameron   Tillage  4 
 5 
TITLE:  Build a bypass around the city of Baton Rouge 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Do you hate being stuck in traffic especially when you are on your way to school or any other important 9 
venue? Traffic is a big issue in major cities such as New York, Los Angeles, Atlanta and countless 10 
others. Baton Rouge is ranked 4th in the nation for having the worst traffic. In 2021, where congestion 11 
levels were 27% which made drivers lose 62 hours during the annual 230 working days. If this statistic 12 
isn’t enough, almost everyday on the news there is always an accident reported on the Mississippi River 13 
Bridge or the I-10/I-12 split. Traffic is a nightmare in the capital city almost every day. The answer to 14 
solve this problem is to build a bypass in the city. If you don’t know what a bypass is, it's an interstate 15 
road that has a shorter route that avoids the downtown or central business district of a city. For 16 
example, cities like New Orleans and Shreveport have bypasses called I-610 and I-220.How come all 17 
the major cities in the state of Louisiana have a loop, but our own capital city does not have one? 18 
Building a bypass in our capital city will not only ease our horrific traffic nightmares, but will also give 19 
our capital city new infrastructure. Building this bypass away from the bustling areas of Baton Rouge 20 
will help transportation flow better and reducing congestion on a daily basis. We must step up to 21 
improve our traffic and infrastructure to avoid future traffic incidents and loss of driving hours. 22 
 23 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 24 
This project will be effective immediately if passed.An area of Baton Rouge will be selected to avert 25 
traffic from the busiest areas of the city.The project will take 3 years to construct and eminent domain 26 
will be used.As time moves on,road closures can be expected in the area where the bypass will be 27 
built.Construction will take place every day except on holidays and days of inclement weather. 28 
 29 
SECTION III: FUNDING 30 
The project will be financed and supervised by The Louisiana Department of Transportation and 31 
Development for a cost of $32 million dollars. For every mile of a road that is built, that’s worth $8 32 
millions dollars each. 33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
Not Applicable36 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 76 2 
Michael Seidemann   Dutchtown Highschool 3 
 4 
TITLE: Prevention of New Offshore Construction of Oil Rigs 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
This bill will aim to prevent the growth of the oil industry in Louisiana in order to combat climate 8 
change and carbon emissions. All construction of oil rigs in the Louisiana water territory will be 9 
prohibited after the bill’s implementation. For reference, the Louisiana ocean territory extends three 10 
nautical miles out from the coastline. Oil rigs can be offshore by at least a couple hundred meters, 11 
eliminating construction of oil rigs like this will prevent a lot of potential damage to our atmosphere. 12 
This will not affect the economy or welfare for Louisiana workers, as this is not removing any jobs. 13 
When demand from the people for electricity increases, severance taxes (12.5%) already implemented 14 
from the oil industry will help fund cleaner energy alternatives, such as wind and solar. The fines from 15 
the penalties will also go toward cleaner energy alternatives. Though oil rigs or refineries will not be 16 
decommissioned, the demand for gasoline for automobiles will inevitably increase, causing an increase 17 
in price for gasoline, as it would need to be transported out of state. Even with these issues, it is 18 
absolutely necessary that we begin cutting down on carbon emissions. Saving important parts of 19 
Louisiana historically and economically from rising sea level requires these minor sacrifices. 20 
  21 
 22 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 23 
July 1st, 2023. 24 
  25 
 26 
SECTION III: FUNDING 27 
No funding is necessary for this bill. 28 
  29 
 30 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 31 
500 million dollar fine to the company responsible, unauthorized construction of a rig will be halted and 32 
then decommissioned if a rig begins construction after the bill’s implementation. 33 
 34 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 77 2 
Brock Dukes    Charge police officers with a felony for excessive force in Louisiana. 3 
Joseph  Howard  4 
 5 
TITLE: Charge police officers with a felony for excessive force in Louisiana. 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
The intention of this bill is to minimize police brutality in the state of Louisiana. This bill is created to 9 
help the people in Louisiana feel safe, as well as the police department. Statistics show that 10 
accountability in Louisiana’s police force is only 14%, the unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest is 11 
44%, and the percentage of excessive force complaints are only 8%. Police officers who are found guilty 12 
of excessive force will receive a felony charge.  13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
This law would be enforced on January 1, 2023. When entering their respective police precinct, they 16 
would have to immediately put on body cameras and add dash cameras to document their actions. This 17 
law also prohibits turning off the body cameras or covering it in the use of excessive force in containing 18 
a possible criminal. The statistics shown above can only pertain to minorities, African-Americans, the 19 
most. Although, if this law is passed, we can make sure that people can feel safe around police officers. 20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
No additional funding is needed 23 
 24 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 25 
If a police officer turns off his/her body camera or dash camera, their documents would be accessed, 26 
and associates would be asked about their actions at that specific moment. If an officer performs 27 
excessive force on a person, the first offense would be administrative leave. If performed again, they 28 
shall be suspended from their job for 30 days but if performed a third time, the officer will turn in their 29 
badge and be fired.30 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 78 2 
Quincy Franklin   Alexandria Senior High School 3 
Amelie  Wilson 4 
 5 
TITLE:  Giving Felons the Right to Vote 6 
  7 
 8 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 9 
Of the 4.6 million people in the state of LA, about thirty-three thousand are unable to vote due to a 10 
felony conviction. The ability to vote is a natural right of every American citizen, and those that are 11 
upstanding or decent citizens should be able to keep this right. This bill aims to continue the purpose of 12 
the prison system of rehabilitation by slowly giving felons their rights back, starting with the right to 13 
vote. 14 
  15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
Those imprisoned on account of “lesser” felonies should be evaluated for the right to vote. Crimes such 18 
as drug possession, purse snatching, simple robbery, offense against intellectual property, institutional 19 
vandalism, simple arson, illegal possession of stolen goods, criminal damage to coin-operated devices, 20 
etc. should be considered thoroughly for reduced punishment that would include the right to vote.  21 
  22 
 For this bill to take effect, any monetary loss-based felonies should be reviewed for what should 23 
constitute a felony. A monetary loss of $500 can cause a person to be charged with a felony, and this 24 
limit should be raised to $1,000.  25 
 Anyone who was imprisoned as a result of a nonviolent crime with a loss of less than $1,000 should be 26 
considered wrongfully charged as a felon.   27 
  28 
 Out of those who have been charged with a felony due to physical assault or a monetary loss of over 29 
$1,000, their crimes should be reviewed by a panel or jury. Some felonies could be reconsidered and 30 
made crimes that would only be punishable by a large fine and jail time with restrictions other than 31 
revoking the right to vote.  32 
  33 
 34 
SECTION III: FUNDING 35 
This bill would ideally make up for the loss of money that goes to overcrowded jails and prisons by 36 
removing some things that are considered felonies and requiring a fine from the charged individual. The 37 
funding for this bill will be taken from preexisting criminal reform funds.  38 
  39 
 40 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 41 
There will not be any penalties to this bill as this bill seeks to amend felons' ability to vote and to raise 42 
the cost of what a felony is considered to be.43 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

SENATE BILL 79 2 
Margaret Moe   St. Joseph's Academy  3 
 4 
TITLE: Eliminate Tipped Wage for Louisiana Workers  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) sets the national requirements for labor and wages, setting 8 
standards like minimum wages, working conditions, and age limits for employment. However, it also set 9 
the standard for tipped wage, the concept that workers in the service industry can be paid less due to 10 
tipping or other forms of gratuity. This means that legally, service workers in Louisiana can be paid as 11 
low as $2.13 per hour if their employer can reasonably assume that they will receive more than $30 per 12 
month in tips. This wage allows thousands of workers in Louisiana to be paid far less than the 13 
traditional minimum wage, which sits at $7.25. Estimates for wages put tipped wage workers as making 14 
only $541.10 per month (Based on a 9 am to 5 pm workday, working every day of the month), while 15 
workers making minimum wage would make $1,740.00 per month. This duplicitous wage system cheats 16 
thousands of workers in Louisiana out of fairly earned pay every year and significantly contributes to 17 
the number of individuals living below the poverty line.  18 
 19 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 20 
Effective 6 months after the passing of this legislation, any organization, association, corporation, or 21 
other establishment employing individuals will pay $7.25 per hour to all employees as the base wage. 22 
This wage will not include tips, bonuses, or any other forms of compensation previously used to 23 
supplement wages and classify a worker as a tipped worker, bringing the bottom monthly earnings 24 
(calculated as a 9-5 job, worked every day of the month) from $541.10 to $1,740.00.  25 
 26 
SECTION III: FUNDING 27 
There will be no funding required in the increase of wages, as the cost of wages is, and always has 28 
been, the responsibility of employers. There will be a small amount of funding, totaling $250,000 taken 29 
from the budget of the Department of Labor and Revenue, to create public databases and mandatory 30 
wage reporting systems to track compliance.   31 
 32 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 33 
Any organization, association, corporation, or other establishment employing individuals will face a fine 34 
of between $750,000 and $5 million, as well as doubling and then paying the affected employee(s) the 35 
shorted wages.  36 

 37 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 99 2 
Davis Lambert   Catholic High School   3 
 4 
TITLE: Project Pothole 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Louisiana is currently ranked eighth in the worst road conditions by state. Part of this problem is the 8 
potholes. Potholes are defined as deep natural underground cavities formed by the erosion of rock, and 9 
in this case, these potholes are in the roads. These potholes are unattractive, and dangerous. They can 10 
cause car wrecks, which is costly to repair these cars. One viable solution to this problem is to fill up 11 
these potholes. However, the current system is that one must report these potholes to the government, 12 
and it could take up to 3 months for them to be filled up. There needs to be a new, faster solution to 13 
this problem, and that is where Project Pothole comes in. 14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
A new mobile app, called "Project Pothole," will be added to all app stores on all mobile devices. In this 17 
app, citizens can request for someone to fill these potholes. The app will be managed and overseen by 18 
the Louisiana Department of Tourism and Development. They will get these potholes filled within 15 19 
days. 20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
Project Pothole will be funded by an 8% tax on cigarettes, cigars, and vapes. 23 
 24 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 25 
Penalties do not apply Project Pothole.26 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 100 2 
Noah Robert   University Laboratory School 3 
Samuel  Adjei 4 
 5 
TITLE: Democratize the Workplace 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Today Louisiana’s economy is absolutely horrible and it is only getting worse as time goes on. Even 9 
worse than the economy overall is the state of Louisiana’s working class. However, this bill will go a 10 
long way in repairing a multitude of problems for average Louisianians on top of the most basic moral 11 
responsibility which this bill fulfills: To bring democracy, that which America was founded on, into the 12 
workplace where people spend nearly a third of every day for half their life. All of this is done by giving 13 
the workers in a business voting power in company decisions and a right to a portion of the profits, 14 
since those profits have all been created because of them. First, this bill will solve the problem of jobs 15 
going overseas, for what worker will vote to send his own job to another country?- none. Furthermore, 16 
this will drastically decrease the income inequality which is at its greatest point in the history of this 17 
country by entitling all workers to a portion of the profits which are rightfully theirs. Because this bill 18 
targets larger corporations so heavily it will go a long way in creating a situation where smaller 19 
businesses can thrive. Not only will large companies be discouraged from coming into Louisiana but 20 
many working class people will receive an influx of cash which they can use to start their own 21 
businesses. In addition, this will entirely solve any issues regarding low worker pay or poor working 22 
conditions since no worker will in their right mind vote against giving themselves good pay and 23 
conditions. Last but not least this will result in almost everyone currently unemployed immediately 24 
seeking employment in the less desirable jobs as they will be far more desirable. 25 
 26 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 27 
I. All Sole Trader/Proprietorships with 10 or more employees will be required to enter into a partnership 28 
agreement issuing a minimum of 15 percent of ownership to the employees, equally distributed among 29 
them. This bill reserves the right of employers in Sole Trader/Proprietorships to include such clauses as 30 
may revoke all ownership powers and responsibilities from any employees who obtained such ownership 31 
through compliance with this bill should their time with the company come to an end, either by choice or 32 
force, but such clauses are not required by this bill. 33 
 II. All Partnerships with 10 or more employees, who were not part of the original partnership 34 
agreement, will be required to enter into a partnership agreement issuing a minimum of 15 percent of 35 
ownership to the employees, equally distributed among them. This bill reserves the right of employers in 36 
Partnerships to include such clauses as may revoke all ownership powers and responsibilities from any 37 
employees who obtained such ownership through compliance with this bill should their time with the 38 
company come to an end, either by choice or force, but such clauses are not required by this bill. 39 
 III. All Private Limited Liability Companies will be required to issue a minimum percentage of shares to 40 
the employees, equally distributed among them, depending on the size of the Private LLC. This bill 41 
reserves the right of employers in Private LLCs to include such clauses which may require any employees 42 
who obtained their shares through compliance with this bill to sell their shares back at a reasonable 43 
price to the owners should their time with the company come to an end, either by choice of force, but 44 
such clauses are not required by this bill. 45 
 a. All Private LLCs with 1-39 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 10 percent of shares to 46 
the employees. 47 
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 b. All Private LLCs with 40-99 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 20 percent of shares 1 
to the employees. 2 
 c. All Private LLCs with 100-999 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 25 percent of 3 
shares to the employees. 4 
 d. All Private LLCs with 1000-9999 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 30 percent of 5 
shares to the employees. 6 
 e. All Private LLCs with 10000 or more employees will be required to issue a minimum of 35 percent of 7 
shares to the employees. 8 
 IV. All Public Limited Liability Companies will be required to issue a minimum percentage of shares to 9 
the employees, equally distributed among them, depending on the size of the Public LLC. This bill 10 
reserves the right of employers in Public LLCs to include such clauses which may require any employees 11 
who obtained their shares through compliance with this bill to sell their shares back at a reasonable 12 
price to the owners should their time with the company come to an end, either by choice of force, but 13 
such clauses are not required by this bill. 14 
 a. All Public LLCs with 1-39 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 10 percent of shares to 15 
the employees. 16 
 b. All Public LLCs with 40-99 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 20 percent of shares to 17 
the employees. 18 
 c. All Public LLCs with 100-999 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 35 percent of shares 19 
to the employees. 20 
 d. All Public LLCs with 1000-9999 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 40 percent of 21 
shares to the employees. 22 
 e. All Public LLCs with 10000 or more employees will be required to issue a minimum of 50 percent of 23 
shares to the employees. 24 
 V. All For Profit Social Enterprises will be required to issue a minimum percentage of shares to the 25 
employees, equally distributed among them, depending on the size of the Social Enterprise. This bill 26 
reserves the right of employers in Social Enterprise to include such clauses which may require any 27 
employees who obtained their shares through compliance with this bill to sell their shares back at a 28 
reasonable price to the owners should their time with the company come to an end, either by choice of 29 
force, but such clauses are not required by this bill. 30 
 a. All Social Enterprises with 1-39 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 10 percent of 31 
shares to the employees. 32 
 b. All Social Enterprises with 40-99 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 20 percent of 33 
shares to the employees. 34 
 c. All Social Enterprises with 100-999 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 25 percent of 35 
shares to the employees. 36 
 d. All Social Enterprises with 1000-9999 employees will be required to issue a minimum of 30 percent 37 
of shares to the employees. 38 
 e. All Social Enterprises with 10000 or more employees will be required to issue a minimum of 35 39 
percent of shares to the employees. 40 
  41 
SECTION III: FUNDING 42 
Section 3: No funding is required for this bill. 43 
 44 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 45 
Section 4: Any businesses which do not comply will first receive a warning and order to fix within 2 46 
weeks and then the business will be subject to a fine equal to the same a percent of profits in one year 47 
equal to the percent of the company which was to be owned by the employees. In addition the CEO is 48 
liable to be sued by any employees denied their rights within this bill for between $100,000 and 49 
$10,000,000.50 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 101 2 
Emma Stone   University Lab School 3 
Sophia  Ray 4 
 5 
TITLE: REQUIRE SEX EDUCATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Right now, Louisiana public schools are not required to teach sex education. According to the CDC, as 9 
of February 2022, Louisiana has the third highest teen birth rate in the country with 25.7 births per 10 
1,000 females aged 15-19. Other states, like Vermont, have much lower numbers. Vermont has the 11 
third lowest teen birth rate with 7 births per 1,000 females aged 15-19, and its schools require sex 12 
education. In Louisiana today, if a school provides sex education, abstinence must be taught as the 13 
social standard, consent is not required education, and homosexuality may not be taught if the contents 14 
are explicit, according to Sex Education Collaborative. 15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
The program will start in sixth grade where the physical education course will be replaced by an 18 
introductory sex education course for 15 days. This course will be divided into males and females. In 19 
this course, the students will learn about their bodies, reproductive systems, puberty, and relationships. 20 
In eighth grade, the students will have an introduction to safe sex, consent, STDs, and other effects of 21 
unprotected sex. The course will also discuss sexuality and gender identity. This course will also be 22 
divided into males and females. In tenth grade, the course will go co-ed. The students will have more in-23 
depth discussions on protection, consent, sexual assault, and rape. 24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
Workers from the Louisiana Department of Health will be appointed to teach each grade’s course 27 
depending on their respective fields. They will continue to be paid their normal salary meaning no 28 
additional state money will be used. 29 
 30 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 31 
If a school refuses to adhere to any of these rules, an investigation by the school board will be held to 32 
determine the cause and penalty. 33 
 34 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 102 2 
Nicholas Pecquet   Catholic High school 3 
Alexander  Traylor 4 
 5 
TITLE: Youth Background and Gun Purchasing 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
The legal age to buy a gun is 18. The only other right you gain at the age of 18 is the ability to vote 9 
and get drafted. Our bill would reduce an 18-year old’s ability to buy and sell a gun and raise those 10 
ages to 21. We also plan to stop clearing youth’s backgrounds when they turn 18. If you can remember, 11 
in past years many teenagers have committed heinous crimes and then were tried for those crimes. 12 
When you turn 18, your background is cleared. This may not seem like a problem since many youths do 13 
not commit heinous crimes, but some commit very severe crimes that seemingly go away when they get 14 
to be 18. Then, as soon as they turn 18, they can go out and legally buy a gun since they have no 15 
previous crimes that are recorded. So, how could we combat this? Well, the legal age to buy and sell a 16 
gun would be raised to 21. If you think about it, that is also the age to drink alcohol and buy cigarettes. 17 
I believe that gun buying should be permitted at the same time as you are legally permitted to drink. 18 
Also, we should not just clear any youth’s background when they turn 18. If you think about it, a youth 19 
could murder someone at 17 and then, if possible, a year later go out and buy a gun. Would you really 20 
trust a youth to change in 1 year? Of course not. Not clearing backgrounds would help prevent crimes 21 
from happening by our youths. Our bill would stop youths from buying guns until they turn 21, and we 22 
would also stop clearing their background when they turn 18.  23 
 24 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 25 
For this bill to be implemented into the Louisiana legislature, the bill would need a simple majority as 26 
well as formally signed. The law would take effect as soon as the bill is voted into law.   27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
Implementing this bill would not cost any money. We would not need any money for this bill because the 30 
background checks of the buyer/seller will still be mandatory and the number of people to perform 31 
these checks would stay relatively the same. The only reason the number of workers would change is if 32 
the government were to hire new workers for the position.   33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
There will be a punishment for all those who do not comply with this law. If you are at a company who 36 
sells guns, and you knowingly sell a gun to a youth, you and the youth will be in big trouble. First, you 37 
and the youth will be arrested. If convicted, the seller will be put in prison for 10-20 years, and not 38 
have the ability in any cases for parole. You would also pay a fine of 5000$. If you purchased it, you 39 
spend 1 year in jail, and pay 1000$ in fines. This would count as a felony for both parties, so neither 40 
party could purchase a gun again. Also, the company would face no repercussions for the acts 41 
committed by an employee. 42 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 103 2 
Lakeebra Williams   Captain Shreve Highschool 3 
 4 
TITLE: Banning the publication of inappropriate content in children’s books. 5 
  6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Over the years, there has been a huge climb in inappropriate content in children's books. Like, “Let’s 9 
Play Indoors”, which was published in 2011 and features inappropriate games. Similar to the Missouri 10 
law, making it a crime for educators to show “explicit” books to students. This law prevents the 11 
exposure of inappropriate content to underage children. This bill completely bans the publishing of 12 
inappropriate content in children’s books.  13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
When a writer creates a children’s book, it will be mandatory to have proofreaders to read their book. 16 
The proofreaders will decide whether or not the book is suitable for children and if they believe it is 17 
appropriate, the author will be allowed to publish the book.  18 
  19 
 20 
SECTION III: FUNDING 21 
The money to support this law will come from the authors of the books. The pay will be determined by 22 
the weight of the book. If the book surpasses 8.5 ounces, two dollars will be added. 23 
  24 
 25 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 26 
If an inappropriate children’s book gets passed, the author of the book and the publisher will get fined 27 
one hundred dollars. The second offense will result in a fine of five hundred dollars. The third offense 28 
will give them 1 year in federal prison.  29 
 30 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 104 2 
Cameron  McDearmont   Captain Shreve High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Juvenile Psychological Counseling Act 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
The Juvenile Psychological Counseling Act is a law that will provide mental health counseling to juveniles 8 
ages 4-17. From the results of an optional mental health assessment, if a student scores lower than a 9 
certain threshold (which can be amended), the state shall pay for a certain amount of counseling 10 
sessions, depending on the score on the juvenile’s assessment with a state-certified Pediatric 11 
counselor, the sex depending on the student’s choice. Juveniles age 14-17 may opt to choose an adult 12 
psychological counselor at the parent’s discretion.  13 
  14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
Juveniles will take an optional, semiannual mental assessment on August 28th and February 28th in 17 
school. If a student is not present that school day or is homeschooled, the assessment may be taken 18 
online on their respective school websites.  19 
  20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
To finance the Act, an income tax will be implemented on the population of Louisiana of .5% which will 23 
fund the counseling sessions of the juveniles, and pay the counselors.  24 
  25 
 26 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 27 
There is no penalty for this act, as this is an optional assessment. However, if a juvenile doesn’t act 28 
respectfully to the counselor during a session, the family of the juvenile shall be fined $60 and the free 29 
sessions shall be waived. 30 
 31 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 105 2 
Michael Wilhelm   Catholic High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Louisiana Financial Literacy Act 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Financial Literacy refers to the knowledge of managing, investing, and budgeting of an individual's or 8 
group's finances. As of 2017, 23 states in the U.S require some form of finance class (personal & family 9 
finance, business, etc...), but Louisiana is not one of them. Louisiana requires it's schools to offer a 10 
finance elective, but this is entirely optional to the students. In 2015, a study by the National Center 11 
for Education Statistics (NCES) determined that only 40% of U.S 18-24 year-olds were planning to, 12 
currently attending, or previously attended postsecondary school, meaning high school education is the 13 
only education a large portion of the country will have when entering young adulthood, a very 14 
financially vulnerable time. A mandatory education in finance prior to leaving high school would be 15 
essential to those pursuing a career without access to college level finance classes. The Financial 16 
Literacy Act would add a mandatory finance credit to all public, charter, and private schools in the state 17 
of Louisiana. This would be done to ensure that high school graduates are familiar with complex 18 
financial topics such as credit scores, mortgages, investments, etc... This act would greatly improve the 19 
financial responsibility and knowledgeability of the state's high school graduates, and lead to healthier 20 
practices on their part.  21 
 22 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 23 
Administered by the Louisiana Department of Education, this act would be implemented in all Louisiana 24 
public and private schools. In order for a student to graduate from a Louisiana high school, they must 25 
take a credit worth (two semester) class involving business or finance. It would be up to the individual 26 
school district to choose what classes to offer from an approved list of finance courses.  27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
Funding for public schools would be allocated from state and local tax dollars.  30 
 31 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 32 
Any school in violation will not be allowed to operate within the state of Louisiana33 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 106 2 
Julian Rogers   Catholic High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Do Good and Good Will Come to You 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
At present there are more than 36,000 people serving time for felonies in the state of Louisiana. It cost 8 
the state on average just over $16,000 per inmate. The Work Opportunity Tax Credit is offered by the 9 
I.R.S. for businesses and employers who hire people classified by the Department of Labor as “target 10 
groups.” The maximum tax credit for qualified ex-felon employees is $2,400 per employee. I propose 11 
that Louisiana offers a maximum $7,600 tax credit in addition to the $2,400 offered by the I.R.S. This 12 
would make Louisiana businesses and employers eligible for a $10,000 tax credit for hiring ex-felons. 13 
For every ex-felon that is employed, the state will save over $8,000 per ex-felon, businesses will save 14 
$10,000 per employee, and numerous ex-felons will have the opportunity to live meaningful lives. 15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
The implementation will depend on the good will of businesses and employees. 18 
 19 
SECTION III: FUNDING 20 
The funding will come from the corrections budget. 21 
 22 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 23 
Not hiring and applying the ex-felon will result in not receiving the tax credit.24 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 107 2 
Dehlia Trainer   Lafayette High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Reduce Plastic Bags at Grocery Stores 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
This bill would reduce the amount of plastic bags provided at grocery stores. With the bill, cashiers 8 
would automatically bag groceries with paper bags, instead of plastic bags. If the customer were to ask 9 
that plastic bags were to be used, the cashier would certainly do that, and plastic bags would still be 10 
easy to access, and easily requested. This law would decrease the amount of wasted plastic packaging 11 
in the world and the amount of plastic in landfills. At the checkout line, cashiers would also heavily 12 
recommend that the buyers recycle the paper bags and bring their own reusable bags, which would 13 
further benefit the environment and increase reusability. Only 3% of plastic bags are recycled a year. On 14 
the other hand, 65% of paper bags and products are recycled. 15 
  16 
 17 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 18 
Paper bags would be replaced as the main bags instead of plastic bags in grocery stores, and plastic 19 
bags would replace where paper bags are currently stored. The law would take place January 1st, 2024, 20 
to give the state over a year to prepare for the change. Over the course of 2024, the slow transition of 21 
bagging would happen, district by district, beginning with the most populated to the least, that way it 22 
wouldn’t be a huge change all at once, and give people time to adjust. The goal would be to finish 23 
replacement before January 1st, 2025. 24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
The grocery stores themselves would not have to pay to switch out bagging, the government would 27 
provide the funding. The Department of Revenue would oversee the tax and use of tax money. The 28 
difference of costs between plastic and paper bagging is approximately 2 cents per bag. A small sales 29 
tax would be implemented when paying for groceries. A 1.5% sales tax would be implemented, and 30 
would go towards payment for paper bagging. If fines occurred because of violations of this law, the 31 
money received from that would go back to payment for bagging. 32 
  33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
Owners of grocery stores who refused to allow the government to swap bagging would be fined. The 36 
owner would get one warning, and a notice of 30 days to replace the bagging or they would be fined 37 
1,000-2000 dollars per offense, depending on the size of the store As stated previously, the money 38 
collected from the fines would then be used to then pay for more bagging replacements. 39 
 40 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 108 2 
Ramsey Claire  Greene   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
Hayden  Singh 4 
 5 
TITLE: Narcotics No More (Amend Section B of Louisiana Revised Statute 40:966) 6 
  7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
In 1999, Louisiana saw a very low rate of drug overdoses compared to the rest of the United States 9 
(CDC 2022). In 2000, the sentencing for Schedule I drug possession with intent to distribute, 10 
distribution, and production saw its largest decrease (Clark 2022). Since then, Louisiana has seen a 11 
drastic increase in its number of narcotics-related mortalities (CDC 2022). The Texas, Arkansas, and 12 
Mississippi legislatures all dole out longer sentences, and all of these states have much lower overdose 13 
mortality rates than Louisiana. Having lower sentencing makes Louisiana a more attractive market for 14 
drug dealers compared to other states where they would be incarcerated for many years longer once 15 
caught. This bill increases sentences for distribution of heroin and other Schedule 1 drugs such as 16 
cocaine and methamphetamine, not including marijuana. This bill does not further punish victims of drug 17 
addiction, but instead seeks to prevent those very drugs from crossing into our state lines by punishing 18 
the individuals who seek to exploit victims of addiction by producing and selling these drugs.  19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
The current penalty listed under subsection B.1a (Distribution of <28g non-cannabis Schedule 1 22 
substances) of Louisiana Revised Statute 40:966 is imprisonment for not less than one and not more 23 
than ten years. 24 
This bill will increase that penalty to not less than ten and not more than forty years.  25 
The current penalty listed under subsection B.1b (Distribution of >28g non-cannabis Schedule 1 26 
substances) is imprisonment for not less than one and not more than twenty years. 27 
This bill will increase that penalty to not less than twenty and not more than fifty years.   28 
Lastly, the penalty listed under subsection B.3 (distribution of heroin) is imprisonment for not less than 29 
five years and not more than forty years. 30 
This bill will increase that penalty to not less than twenty and not more than fifty years. This bill takes 31 
effect on October 1, 2024. 32 
  33 
 34 
SECTION III: FUNDING 35 
In 2021, the Louisiana Department of Corrections had more than $25,000,000 of unspent funding 36 
(DOC Executive Budget Review 2022). These funds will bear the additional costs of longer prison 37 
sentences.  38 
  39 
 40 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 41 
Not Applicable42 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 109 2 
Miniya Malone   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
TITLE: Educate Young Voters  4 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 5 
Voting is a civil responsibility held by all eligible American citizens with an aim of allowing the American 6 
people a voice in their government. However, with the lack of proper education for young voters across 7 
the country, many find themselves either blindly voting or not voting at all. A 2021 study by Tufts 8 
University Tisch College estimated that only 50% of young people, aged 18-29, voted in the 2020 9 
presidential election. In Louisiana, this percentage dropped to 42%, and worst, voter turnout for 10 
Louisiana citizens aged 18-19 was only 32%. This is less than half of the national voter turnout 11 
percentage from this election, which lay at about 66.8% according to data from the United States 12 
Census Bureau. There are several reasons why voter turnout among youth tends to be lower than the 13 
average voter turnout, including general apathy towards voting or the belief that the voting system is 14 
‘broken’, but one reason very prevalent among young, inexperienced voters is a lack of education about 15 
the voting process. If implemented, this bill will allow all high school Louisiana students attending public 16 
Louisiana high schools to learn about the voting process through a curriculum offered by their school. 17 
This curriculum will also be offered to Louisiana private high schools if they so choose.  18 
 The implementation of such curriculums in Louisiana schools has already been shown to be effective 19 
through the passing of Louisiana’s 2014 House Bill No. 542, which required instruction related to CPR 20 
to be integrated into the curriculum of an existing required course of study in public high schools. By 21 
teaching Louisiana high schoolers about how to vote in this same way, more youth coming out of high 22 
school will be educated enough to cast their ballot and let their voices be heard.  23 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 24 
The Louisiana Department of Education will be responsible for either creating or finding and adapting a 25 
voting education curriculum that includes (but is not limited to) information regarding the following:  26 
 (1): How to Register to Vote  27 
  (a): Voter registration deadlines 28 
  (b): Voter registration requirements  29 
 (2): How to Vote in Person 30 
  (a): Early Voting Options 31 
  (b): Local Polling Stations 32 
  (c): ID Requirements 33 
  (d): Dates/Deadlines 34 
 (3): How to Check Voter Registration and Ballot Status  35 
 (4): Absentee Ballots 36 
  (a): Requirements 37 
  (b): Dates/Deadlines  38 
 This curriculum is to be given to all public Louisiana high schools and integrated into the curriculum of 39 
a civics/government course required for graduation. 40 
SECTION III: FUNDING 41 
Any funding necessary to implement this bill will come from the Louisiana Department of Education.  42 
 SECTION IV: PENALTIES 43 
In school districts that fail to adhere to/implement the curriculum, a mandatory meeting will be 44 
scheduled between that parish’s school board and the Louisiana State Board of Education and 45 
Secondary Education (BESE). Further action will be up to the discretion of the BESE on a case-to-case 46 
basis.47 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 110 2 
Paris  McClain   Dutchtown High School  3 
 4 
TITLE: Child support penalty  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
 The total child support amount due in Louisiana as of the month of September 2022 is $132,932,346. 8 
Only $101,290,273 has been collected.  Children living off of child support often have obligors ( a 9 
parent paying child support)who are living extravagantly while the child's basic needs are not being met, 10 
due to insufficient funds. If a parent sues the other for child support, it usually means the obligor is not 11 
paying how they are supposed to. In the “Deadbeat Parents Punishment Act of Louisiana '', the failure 12 
to pay a support of any child residing in Louisiana for more than six months is illegal. The first offense 13 
penalty is a fine not more than five hundred dollars or imprisonment for not more than six months or 14 
both. A second offense requires a payment of no more than twenty five hundred dollars or 15 
imprisonment with or without hard labor for no more than two years. As offense reoccur, penalties get 16 
worse. The obligor is required to keep up with payments/agreements as they are due.  17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
This bill will be implemented on January 1,2023 20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
An increase in taxes.  23 
 24 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 25 
Imprisonment and extra payments should not be necessary.Instead, after the obligor has been sued, 26 
they should be given a push in the right direction to get their bill payments on track before heavy 27 
punishments are enforced. First offense obligors should be sentenced to time on house arrest only 28 
allowed time at work to make up the money they owe.House arrest would depend on the estimated time 29 
it would take to make back money. If the obligor is not able to pay because they have lost their job, the 30 
government will supply a community service job. Government supplied jobs may be best suited to them 31 
depending on their individual abilities and availability. If offenses are recurring after two parole 32 
sentences,  obligors will then be fined, starting with $500, going up by two hundred after every offense.  33 
  34 
  35 
 36 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 111 2 
Rebecca  Barton   Dutchtown Highschool 3 
 4 
TITLE:  Violence Based on Political Affiliation and/or Beliefs to be Considered a Hate Crime Under State 5 
Law 6 
  7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
 A hate crime is defined as violence motivated by bias against race, color, religion, national origin, 9 
sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or disability. When prosecuting cases that involve crimes of 10 
hate, prosecutors consider three factors: the crime itself that was committed, the motivation behind the 11 
crime, and whether the offender was motivated to commit it out of hatred or prejudice. On Sunday, 12 
September 18th, an 18 year old was murdered by a 41 year old man because of a “political 13 
disagreement”. He was later released on a $50,000 bail.  Were this act of violence considered a hate 14 
crime rather than vehicular manslaughter, the probability of such a low bail would decrease and the 15 
potential for a stronger charge due to the nature of the crime would increase.  In today’s politically 16 
charged environment, the growing number of violence perpetrated due to a person or person’ s political 17 
beliefs should be recognized and addressed as a crime perpetrated by hate and/or prejudice. By doing 18 
so, just as the importance of recognizing hate based crimes against people due to race, color, religion, 19 
etc., it is also important to acknowledge and appropriately punish those criminal acts committed based 20 
on political affiliation or beliefs.  21 
  22 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 23 
This bill will be enacted on January 1st, 2023. Upon the enactment of this bill any person or persons 24 
found guilty of a politically motivated act of violence will be charged with a hate crime under Louisiana 25 
state law.  Punishment of this crime will be based upon the mandatory state laws under RS 14:107.2. 26 
 27 
SECTION III: FUNDING 28 
No funding needed for this bill. 29 
 30 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 31 
Politically motivated violence will be punished under Louisiana state law RS 14:107.2. Those in the 32 
position to prosecute the crime, but refuse to do so, will be held accountable by the court. 33 
 34 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 112 2 
Nathan Henderson   Dutchtown High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Installation of Surveillance Cameras at High-Risk Railroad Crossings 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
On September 16th of this year, LSU senior Allison Rice, known as ‘Allie’ to her friends and family, was 8 
slain in the early morning. This unfortunate incident occurred while she was stopped at a railroad 9 
crossing on Government Street in Baton Rouge. The perpetrator is still at large. There are many such 10 
unidentified criminals in the Baton Rouge area. Allie was not the first victim of senseless crime in this 11 
area, and if nothing is done, will certainly not be the last. She was a high schooler just 3 years ago. 12 
Over the coming years, could any of us meet the same fate? Additionally, Louisiana was ranked the 8th 13 
worst state in terms of rail-highway collisions last year. What do many of these accidents and the 14 
Allison Rice case have in common? Lack of surveillance. While impossible to say with certainty, would 15 
Allie’s murderer have thought twice knowing their identity would be revealed? What could we learn 16 
about our train collisions that could help prevent them in the future? The answer to both of these 17 
questions can only be found with railroad surveillance. 18 
  19 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 20 
Starting on January 1st, 2023, this bill will seek to give the most high-risk railroad crossings across the 21 
state adequate surveillance systems to be operative whenever a train is approaching and departing. 22 
Within a thirty-second window on each end of the train’s presence, two security cameras will be active 23 
and sending a live feed to the nearest police station. Having two cameras serves a couple of purposes; 24 
first, having surveillance of both sides of traffic will ensure that both lanes are covered. It also serves 25 
the purpose of redundancy, meaning if one camera is vandalized- as is likely in these crime-ridden 26 
areas- the culprits of these crimes will also be caught. If a camera loses power or connection, the 27 
authorities will be promptly notified.  28 
  29 
SECTION III: FUNDING 30 
Over the course of 5 years, a combined total of 7% of the annual budget from the DOTD (Department of 31 
Transportation and Development) and the Department of Public Safety will fund this effort. If in these 5 32 
years, it becomes evident that these installations garner no significant reductions in crime or accidents 33 
in these areas, the funding for this bill will cease to be drawn. 34 
  35 
 36 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 37 
N/A38 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 113 2 
Austin Roberson   Catholic High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Support for Tiger Town 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
The movement in Baton Rouge Keep Tiger Town Beautiful Is a volunteer group that aims to clean up 8 
Baton Rouge one piece of trash at a time. This bill would give governmental support towards this small 9 
but rapidly growing organization and allow It to reach its maximum potential. The government would 10 
provide a starting $20,000 donation which would go towards equipment such as gloves, reflective 11 
traffic vest, and trash bags. Along with the donation, free advertisement will also take place in the form 12 
of commercials, and social media to shed light onto the organization in support of more volunteers. As 13 
of right now, the most people amassed at one event was almost 40 people, however this bill will be able 14 
to possibly double that number and make sure everyone as adequate equipment to get the job done. 15 
Louisiana Is one of the dirtiest states in terms of littering and this bill Support for Tiger Town plans to 16 
stop that. 17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
This bill will be Implemented on January 1, 2023. Once Implemented, governmental websites will begin 20 
advertising for Keep Tiger Town Beautiful to reach out to the public. The government would also reach 21 
out to the media for more advertising along with commercials on certain channels. 22 
 23 
SECTION III: FUNDING 24 
The cost would be $20,000 that would be part of the Initial donation with another 500$ set aside for 25 
commercials and advertisement. This money would come from the recent 1-billion-dollars budget 26 
surplus. Additionally, any more money that may be needed would also come from the extra 1 billion 27 
dollars. 28 
 29 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 30 
No penalties are necessary.31 

61



 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 114 2 
Savanna Baker   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge  3 
 4 
TITLE: Project V.E.G (Vertical Efficiency Garden) 5 
  6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Every year in Louisiana, 54% of our groundwater is used for agriculture (Managing Louisiana's 8 
groundwater resources). On top of the excessive water usage, numerous pesticides are used, the 9 
harvesting time isn’t as efficient as it could be, and there isn’t as much room for agricultural expansion 10 
in the future. The solution to our outdated agricultural system is vertical farming. Instead of having our 11 
farms on ground, vertical farms build up vertically. These facilities monitor light, temperature, water, 12 
and carbon dioxide levels, and can be as simple as a freight container or could expand to a self-13 
sufficient model.  Vertical farming uses up to 97% less water than traditional farming, and uses no 14 
pesticides. Due to the precision of vertical farming, crops are of higher quality and are easier to harvest 15 
and transport (and therefore more nutritious and fresh) because of the vertical farms close proximity to 16 
populated areas. Vertical farming will not take local or industrial farms out of business. They will 17 
instead enhance this market as it will be year-round. Vertical farms, once funded well and thoroughly 18 
researched, will have the ability to inhabit out of state crops in the future. Vertical farming has been 19 
proven to be successful in other states, examples including Freight Farms, 80 Acres Farms, and Cubic 20 
Farms.  21 
  22 
 23 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 24 
Project V.E.G will be a L.L.C and could be owned by a local food company such as Associated Grocers or 25 
the Food Bank. V.E.G will start off with the simple freight crate model, located in for listed lots of 26 
grocery stores. Over time, the actual store will be modeled (by 80 acre farms) and renovated.  27 
  28 
 29 
SECTION III: FUNDING 30 
To purchase the freight crates, V.E.G will apply for necessary funds with a grant. Once enough revenue 31 
has been generated, V.E.G will  renovate the building funded by a Louisiana loan with Mezzanine 32 
financing.  33 
  34 
 35 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 36 
N/A37 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 115 2 
Andrew Morrill   Duchtown High School 3 
 4 
TITLE:  Second Chance for the Incarcerated  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Background:the bill is to encourage places of hire to have more equal opportunity by giving a 3% state 8 
income tax break. This of course is alongside the already of course in place legal requirements such as 9 
the EPA and article VII. This scale depends on the size of the company. The scale is 1 previously 10 
incarcerated to 1000 other employees in order to be qualified for this bill. Every 5 years the companies 11 
must be inspected by an agent in order to avoid fraud. Companies must  send a request to the 12 
department of correctional facilities in order to get an agent to do an inspection when they first file to 13 
see if they qualify for the tax break. 14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
This date will be in practical effect 2/25/2023 and full effect in 3/10/2024 practical, which means that 17 
we will start sending agents to inspect companies that are filing for this tax break. full effect meaning 18 
that companies that have been filed and inspected may qualify for this tax break as well the system set 19 
up by the department of correctional facilities in order to process the request for agents.  20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
  funding  comes from the department of correctional facilities from money that was put aside federally 23 
to set up base camps for agents and new employees to manage requests. Which approximates to about 24 
_ -1 million dollars for Louisiana . Each state will use the separated money the same for a building and 25 
needed infrastructure for the agents. 26 
 27 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 28 
Since this bill is encouragement of a pre-existing federal law there are additional penalties added for 29 
companies that  do not file and are suspected of not following federal guidelines for equal opportunity 30 
employment then they will be fined 5% of that company's total income of that year of which will be 31 
given to the department of correctional facilities. 32 
 33 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 116 2 
Brenslie  Trabeau   Dutchtown High School 3 
Addison   Crain 4 
 5 
TITLE: DCFS Caseworker Internships 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
 In Louisiana, a current problem is that Child Protection Service workers have too many children 9 
assigned to them and they cannot spend adequate time on each foster child. This issue can lead to 10 
many important details being missed or overlooked and children having to return to unhealthy 11 
situations they shouldn’t be in. Louisiana is ranked the 48th worst state when it comes to DCFS 12 
(Department of Children and Families Services). Approximately 4,000 children are in Foster care in 13 
Louisiana. Not to mention that there are currently approximately 171 job vacancies for child welfare 14 
case workers. There simply isnt enough social workers for the constant increase in foster kids.  With 15 
cases reaching an all time high, caseworkers need more time to investigate thoroughly to ensure 16 
children are not released into unsafe environments.  17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
Our Bill will propose setting up an internship with psychology students from local colleges to assist 20 
caseworkers with their investigations for college credits. The students must have at least 2 years of 21 
phycology studies to qualify for the internship. The psychology students are going to help make sure 22 
the social workers are in a good mental state to be dealing with the large work load. An investigator will 23 
still be a lead on each case, but the psychology major will help to decrease the labor of the workers. 24 
This will also bring in additional assistance to help facilitate the extensive amount of documentation 25 
that is involved.   26 
  27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
There will be no funding needed.  30 
  31 
 32 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 33 
There will be no penalties.34 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 117 2 
Ava Robertson   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
 4 
TITLE: Specific Lanes For 18 Wheelers 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
This bill will create a specific lane on major interstates in Louisiana for large trucks like 18 wheelers to 8 
avoid wrecks with other vehicles. According to police reports in 2020, there were about 415,000 9 
crashes involving large trucks. 4,444 of those were fatal and 101,000 resulted in significant injuries. 10 
This is important because it will reduce the risk and amount of 18 wheeler or car accidents on the 11 
interstate. Eighteen wheelers have blind spots on either side and in the back. Unknowingly, cars can 12 
easily be hidden and out of view. The drivers of these trucks can quickly change lanes, slow down, or 13 
speed up accidentally causing a collision with the car. Creating specific lanes can stop this from 14 
happening because the car is less likely to be in the blind spot, and even if it is, the truck won’t be able 15 
to merge into the lane. Although there is already a law in Louisiana that confines big trucks to the right 16 
lane except when passing or turning left; this law does not stop average sized cars from traveling in the 17 
right lane. This bill would keep cars in the middle or left lane, and would only allow them in the right 18 
lane to exit the interstate. They would only be able to change lanes to exit the interstate within 150 ft 19 
of the exit. Interstates that are less than three lanes will be expanded so traffic does not get backed up 20 
with all the cars in the same lane. 21 
 22 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 23 
If passed, this bill will go into effect on after the two lane interstates are expanded. Then, this bill can 24 
be easily implemented by announcing the new lanes. The lanes on the interstate will also be painted to 25 
show whether they are car lanes or big truck lanes. 26 
 27 
SECTION III: FUNDING 28 
Funding would be necessary for interstate expansion, and would only be for interstates with less than 29 
three lanes. Funding would come from a 0.5% increase on tax on cigarettes and vape products. 30 
 31 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 32 
If an 18 wheeler or any other vehicle drives in the wrong lane and not within 150 ft of an exit, then 33 
they will be fined $50 at first. The fine will go up $50 each time they are caught in the wrong lane. 34 
 35 

63



 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 118 2 
Sofie Finnerty   Dutchtown High School 3 
Sydnee  Daniel 4 
 5 
TITLE: Bottle Bill 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Louisiana loses a football-field-sized piece of land every 30 minutes due to coastal erosion. In order to 9 
combat this, Louisiana can adopt the pre-existing Bottle Bill that is already implemented in 10 states. 10 
These Bottle Bills promote recycling by offering a monetary incentive for returning containers. Seven 11 
states in which this Bill was implemented reported a reduction in beverage container litter ranging from 12 
70-83%. Louisiana would use the glass containers that are turned in and crush them into sand. This 13 
sand can then be used as sand bags for floods and hurricanes as well as a means to build up our 14 
wetlands. Louisiana adopting this Bill would increase recycling, decrease pollution, provide an 15 
opportunity to combat coastal erosion, boost the economy, and increase job opportunities.  16 
 17 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 18 
This bill would first be introduced in Baton Rouge and New Orleans as of May 2023. If successful, one 19 
bottle collection site would then be stationed for every 20,000 people across Louisiana. Bottles would 20 
then be shipped to the nearest recycling center where plastic, cans, and glass would be sorted. Plastic 21 
bottles and cans would be recycled while glass bottles would be crushed to form sand.  22 
  23 
 24 
SECTION III: FUNDING 25 
When bottles are brought to a collection site, the customer will receive anywhere from 2-15 cents, 26 
depending on the type and volume of the container. In order to fund the payment and the recycling 27 
center, a slight income tax increase will be implemented.  28 
  29 
 30 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 31 
There are no penalties for this bill32 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 119 2 
Makenzie King   Dutchtown 3 
Click here to enter text. 4 
TITLE: Improving Physical Exams 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Over the last seven years, three high school football players died while or directly after playing football 8 
in Louisiana alone. For example, a fourteen-year-old at Dutchtown High School, Burke Cobb, died from 9 
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (HCM) in 2012. HCM is a heart condition that is the leading cause of 10 
sudden cardiac death in young athletes. HCM exists in roughly 1 out of 500 individuals, and 11 
approximately one case of sudden cardiac death occurs every three days in organized youth sports 12 
across the United States. If a student-athlete has HCM or one of the many other cardiac issues that 13 
can lead to death in young athletes, it would be detected by an Electrocardiogram.  14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
This bill would improve and raise the requirements necessary physical exams needed by athletes to 17 
participate in high school athletics. This bill is written in order to provide a more advantageous physical 18 
exam. Adding an EKG would help physicals to more accurately ensure that the kids are physically fit and 19 
have no medical problems that would cause severe injury when a child plays a sport. Currently, the only 20 
thing done in a physical is a full-body fitness test. The current exam does not test for heart defects 21 
such as HCM or other issues that affect an athlete's ability to participate in physical activities. The 22 
purpose of adding the Electrocardiogram to the physical exam would be to detect if a student had one 23 
of these heart conditions. If a heart defect is detected a specialist (such as a cardiologist) would have 24 
to do a follow-up on the student before they could participate in any school activities.  25 
 26 
SECTION III: FUNDING 27 
No funding is necessary as funding for it will come from medical insurance. Schools also have 28 
scholarships and other grants established in order to supply insurance for physical health. Without 29 
insurance, an EKG costs about $50.  30 
 31 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 32 
This bill will give all Louisiana schools a 1-year waiver period to prepare to comply with this 33 
improvement in physicals. After the given period has passed, individual schools will begin to be fined 34 
based on the number of students who do not receive the updated physical. The fine can be determined 35 
at a later date by the Department of Education of Louisiana. If found that not all of their students have 36 
had the new version of a physical exam filled with the proper paperwork, the schools as a whole would 37 
be unable to participate in the events. 38 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 120 2 
Glynes Hill   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
Isabella  Civello 4 
 5 
TITLE: Learning From Louisiana’s Literacy Levels 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Over half of Louisiana’s children have reading levels that are below the benchmark for their grade level, 9 
according to the Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. Standardized reading 10 
screening tests will be required to be administered in all Louisiana public schools. They will be given to 11 
students in grades kindergarten through twelfth grade two times a year– once within the first month of 12 
the school year and once within the last month of the school year. Since this test could influence the 13 
teachers' lessons, the second test at the beginning of the second semester allows administration to 14 
determine whether or not teachers are using the results of the test to help their students.  15 
 It is impossible to control how teachers teach the material, but there will be a set of skills made public 16 
of what students in each grade should know to be on track. Teachers will be able to use this to guide 17 
their students and lessons, although it should not need to dominate the curriculum. These tests will 18 
show the school and teachers the work that needs to be done for their students to be on the right track 19 
for their age group so that Louisiana’s children can be successful during and after their years in school.  20 
 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
This bill will go into effect at the beginning of the 2023-2024 school year.  23 
 24 
SECTION III: FUNDING 25 
No funding is necessary for this bill.  26 
 27 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 28 
If a school does not comply with administering these tests two times a year, then five percent of the 29 
school’s funds will be withheld for the next school year. 30 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 121 2 
Brenslie Trabeau   Dutchtown High School 3 
Addison   Crain  4 
 5 
TITLE: DCFS Caseworker Internships  6 
  7 
 8 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 9 
 In Louisiana, a current problem is that Child Protection Service workers have too many children 10 
assigned to them and they cannot spend adequate time on each foster child. This issue can lead to 11 
many important details being missed or overlooked and children having to return to unhealthy 12 
situations they shouldn’t be in. Louisiana is ranked the 48th worst state when it comes to DCFS 13 
(Department of Children and Families Services). Approximately 4,000 children are in Foster care in 14 
Louisiana. Not to mention that there are currently approximately 171 job vacancies for child welfare 15 
case workers. There simply isnt enough social workers for the constant increase in foster kids.  With 16 
cases reaching an all time high, caseworkers need more time to investigate thoroughly to ensure 17 
children are not released into unsafe environments.  18 
  19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
Our Bill will propose setting up an internship with psychology students from local colleges to assist 22 
caseworkers with their investigations for college credits. The students must have at least 2 years of 23 
phycology studies to qualify for the internship. The psychology students are going to help make sure 24 
the social workers are in a good mental state to be dealing with the large work load. An investigator will 25 
still be a lead on each case, but the psychology major will help to decrease the labor of the workers. 26 
This will also bring in additional assistance to help facilitate the extensive amount of documentation 27 
that is involved.   28 
 29 
SECTION III: FUNDING 30 
There will be no funding needed.  31 
  32 
 33 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 34 
There will be no penalties. 35 
 36 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 122 2 
Allie  Nichols    Dutchtown High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Forever have a home  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Hundreds of kids each year bounce from home to home in the foster care system for circumstances that 8 
were not their fault. As of 2021, there were 3,861 reported foster kids in Louisiana, with more and 9 
more kids being put into the foster care system, which struggles to provide a healthy and advantageous 10 
life for each and every child. In the modern day, many children have two parents on their birth 11 
certificate but are only being raised by or involved with one parent. The bill ensures that children have a 12 
family to go home to in the worst-case scenario. Continuously, the need for social workers is increasing 13 
every year with an average of 52 new positions each year and a 12.5 % increase in demand. This bill 14 
has the hopes of making the safety of our children more organized and leaving the foster care system in 15 
less hardship. Therefore, cutting down the towns of work assigned to the so few social workers, 16 
working towards a better foster system, and keeping the children safe and happy.  17 
  18 
 19 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 20 
This bill proposes that when a child is born the legal guardian(s) of said child have to file a Will of 21 
Custody, in which they will name a person they wish for their child to live with if he/she pass. Said 22 
person named to have custody of the minor will have the first opportunity to claim custody of the child. 23 
During this, there will be a psychological evaluation for the new legal guardians and child. Also, he/she 24 
will have to be interviewed where they would present their work schedule, financial stability, childcare 25 
plan, etc. to guarantee the child will be in a sufficient home. If the parents of the child are married and 26 
one parent dies, the living parent shall maintain custody of the minor child. In the event of a parental 27 
death with divorced parents with a custody agreement, the new legal guardians will take the place of 28 
the deceased guardian. If the biological legal guardian wishes for sole custody, then he/she will have to 29 
file in court for sole custody. During this, he/she will undergo the same process as the opposing legal 30 
guardians to guarantee a safe home for the child.  31 
 32 
SECTION III: FUNDING 33 
The psychologist will be provided by CPS and the interviews for potential legal guardians will be 34 
provided by Social Workers.  35 
 36 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 37 
This will be mandated paperwork for every child that is born and registered in the state records. If not 38 
completed within the first 3 months of the child being born, parents will be fined $250.00. After each 6 39 
month period has passed, the fine will increase by 50 dollars and be contacted by the local CPS 40 
workers.  41 
 42 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 123 2 
Denton Hester   Captain Shreve High School 3 
Brex  Lopez 4 
 5 
TITLE: Recycling is mandatory in the State of Louisiana. 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Because Louisiana is directly next to the Gulf of Mexico, both wildlife and human-life are directly 9 
affected by garbage. We can minimize this impact by recycling. By making recycling recyclables 10 
mandatory, we can minimize the amount of garbage that ends up in places it shouldn’t, we can make 11 
Louisiana just as beautiful as it once was. 12 
  13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
This Bill would be implemented starting January 1, 2024. For this Bill to be implemented we would first 16 
need it to be passed. For the Bill to take effect it would need to be passed then the facilities would be 17 
built. While the facilities are being built workers are hired for the facilities and to take the garbage 18 
routes. 19 
 20 
SECTION III: FUNDING 21 
Funding for this bill will come mainly from a 0.004% income tax. A very small portion of funding will 22 
come from the penalties. Our budget is approximately $500,000,000, leaving about $60,000,000 for 23 
miscellaneous costs. The $500,000,000 budget will cover payment for worker, facilities, and labor 24 
costs.  25 
 26 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 27 
If people leave any items that are able to be recycled in the garbage there will be a $0.50 fine placed 28 
per item on the person that leaves the recycled item. 29 
 30 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 124 2 
Krista Miller   Mandeville High School 3 
Brayden  Pursell 4 
 5 
TITLE:  To: Enact a Ten Point Grading Scale Across the State of Louisiana  6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
All public schools in Louisiana will transition to a ten point grading scale. Most colleges, with the 9 
exception of the most prestigious schools, make use of a ten point scale,and students should have the 10 
ability to prepare for college with familiar grading conditions in one’s high school. As Louisiana is well 11 
known for its TOPS and dual enrollment opportunities, both of which require a specific minimum GPA, 12 
with an adjustment, all students could have a greater opportunity to achieve the required GPA. Students 13 
will also be able to adequately compete with students at all other schools in the state if respective 14 
grading systems are adjusted accordingly. Lastly, students will have the ability to raise their GPA in AP, 15 
honors, dual enrollment, and on-level classes with this system, advancing their class rank and granting 16 
more scholarship opportunities.  17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
This law will be enacted for the 2023-2024 school year, and will be implemented in all public schools 20 
across Louisiana, unless operating under a private structure, or granted governor approval in 21 
circumstances not stated.  22 
  23 
  24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
This law requires no funding from federal, state, or local means.  27 
  28 
 29 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 30 
If this law is violated, the school in violation will lose federal funding for the district it resides in.  31 
  32 
 33 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 125 2 
Maeve Dolan   Episcopal Highschool of Baton Rouge 3 
Adam  Chittom 4 
 5 
TITLE: Increase SSI Resource Limits 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
This bill would increase the maximum amount of monetary resources that a family or parent of a 9 
disabled child can have according to the SSI (Supplemental Security Income) requirements while 10 
receiving supplemental income. The current limit is $2,000 for a single parent and a disabled child and 11 
$3,000 for two parents and a disabled child (not including the value of the house or car). This is not 12 
enough money for a parent to support both themselves and their child, let alone a disabled child who 13 
may require additional hospital visits, educational aids, prosthetics, physical therapy, and medications. 14 
It can cost a family, on average, around $60,000 annually to raise a disabled child, and around 8% of 15 
children under the age of 15 have some kind of disability (physical or psychological). According to the 16 
Federal Reserve's Survey of Consumer Finances, the median American's checking account contains 17 
$5,300. Therefore, it is more than reasonable to raise the SSI limit for the monetary resources of both 18 
a single parent and disabled child to $5,000 and to change the limit for two parents and a child to 19 
$6,000 while receiving SSI. This bill, if implemented, will help more struggling parents of disabled 20 
children in Louisiana.  21 
  22 
 23 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 24 
This bill will take effect on January 1st, 2024.  25 
  26 
 27 
SECTION III: FUNDING 28 
We will create a 2% tax on the Louisiana Lottery to fund the additional income given to the parents by 29 
the state of Louisiana. That will make the annual budget for the bill around $11,620,000. 30 
  31 
 32 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 33 
No penalties are applicable to this bill. 34 
 35 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 126 2 
Ian Trahan   Catholic High School   3 
 4 
TITLE: More time for felons caught with guns 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Currently the sentence for felons caught with firearms is 5-20 years. 8 
 As we all know gun violence is a major problem in Louisiana. Most people say to get rid of that problem 9 
to just get rid of guns, however I disagree. I believe that it is not the gun that kills people it is the 10 
person using the gun that kills people. Majority of murders in Louisiana are committed by felons with 11 
firearms. So, if we can stop these felons from getting their hands on firearms, we can also help stop 12 
some of the murder problem in Louisiana. So, I say we need harsher punishment on felons caught with 13 
firearms. This bill would also give punishments to the people who helped that felon come in possession 14 
of that gun. This bill would add to the minimum amount of time that a felon could spend in jail for 15 
possession with a firearm. If we want gun violence to end, we have to be tuff on gun violence. 16 
 17 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 18 
This bill will raise the sentence for felons caught with firearms from 5-20 years to 8-25 years. Then 19 
after the sentence is served a mandatory 2-year community service sentence will be caried out and a 20 
minimum of 4 years' probation. A minimum $3,500 fine will be added on top. For someone who bought 21 
the gun for the felon a sentence of 2-6 years will be enforced this will be a felony charge so that 22 
person will not be able to buy a gun in the future. A 1-year community service sentence and a fine of 23 
$1,000. They will also be put on probation for 1-2 years. 24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
This bill will be funded by leftover Covid funds and a new tax. When we were in the Covid-19 pandemic 27 
the state of Louisiana received millions of dollars from the federal government. A lot of that money is 28 
still left over. We can fund this bill from those funds. A recent example of this is in Florida when 29 
Govenor Ron DeSantis used left over covid funds for infrastructure. So, we could use leftover Covid-19 30 
funds in Louisiana to help fund this bill. This bill would also impose a small 2% tax on residence of 31 
Louisiana to fund this bill. The tax is worth it to help keep crime off the street. These funds would be 32 
used to help pay for inmate cost and police force fundiing.  33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
7-25 years in jail for felons caught with a firearm. 2-6 years in jail for someone who helped a felon 36 
obtain a firearm. 2-year community service for a felon caught with a firearm. 1 year community service 37 
sentence for someone who helped a felon obtain a firearm. A 4-year probation for a felon caught with a 38 
firearm and a 1–2-year probation for someone who helped a felon get a firearm. 39 
 A felon will receive a fine of no less than $3,500. A person who helped a felon obtain a firearm will 40 
receive no less than a $1,000 fine and will lose the right to own a gun.41 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 127 2 
Mason Bond   Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 3 
 4 
TITLE: Enforce More Frequent Inspections of Offshore Oil Rigs 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Louisiana produces a large amount of the USA’s oil and natural gas, with many offshore drilling sites. In 8 
recent years, Louisiana's gulf coast has suffered many disastrous oil spills, resulting in mass loss of 9 
wildlife, and severe damage to the gulf itself. The Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 10 
(BSEE) has scheduled annual inspections of all oil rigs, and periodic unscheduled inspections, as well as 11 
monthly reports on safety needing to be sent to the bureau. However, with so few inspections on the oil 12 
rigs, it is difficult to be sure if the safety reports sent throughout the year are entirely accurate. By 13 
increasing the number and regularity of inspections, it would be much easier for accurate and relevant 14 
data on oil rig operation and safety to be collected. 15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
With the implementation of this bill, the rate of routine inspections will increase to be monthly, as close 18 
to a week after the reports are issued, in effort to confirm both the voracity of the reports and the 19 
general safety of the oil rig. With the additional inspections more rigorous detail would be paid to 20 
safety precautions to prevent oil leaks and spills. 21 
 22 
SECTION III: FUNDING 23 
Funding for this bill would be taken from taxes for public infrastructure, in order to supply for travel 24 
costs and any costs deemed necessary by inspectors to maintain safety on rigs. 25 
  26 
 27 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 28 
If any oil rig fails to comply with inspections, the company would be fined for a minimum of $10,000. If 29 
a company’s oil rig fails to comply more than three times, the company will be fined a minimum of 30 
$50,000 and all rigs will have a resident inspector to ensure security and safety. If an oil rig fails to 31 
comply with suggested safety procedures, they will follow similar penalties as refusal to be inspected.  32 
 33 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 128 2 
Angelina Plaisance    Lafayette High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Prevent the banning of books in public libraries 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
As we speak, books are being challenged and banned in public libraries across Louisiana. Classics such 8 
as, The Scarlet Letter, A Lesson Before Dying, The Catcher and the Rye, among many others. If young 9 
people are subject to this needless censorship, how will they gain perspective on the world outside their 10 
community? They will be narrow-minded and hostile to outside viewpoints if we don’t give them the 11 
accessibility to knowledge. The censoring of these books go against our fundamental right in this 12 
country to freedom of press. So, why is it we still have them being banned day after day? 13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
Public local and school libraries will be allowed to carry any books they have access to, any challenged 16 
to these books will be struck down and regarded and pointless under this bill. Private libraries are not 17 
subject to this and therefore allowed to pull books they deem immoral. This bill will go into effect 18 
immediately as it is passed, any books previously pulled from shelves will be put back. 19 
 20 
SECTION III: FUNDING 21 
There is no funding required for this bill. 22 
 23 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 24 
If any public library is caught censoring or pulling books from their collection they will receive a loss of 25 
state funding.26 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 129 2 
Christine Tseng    Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies  3 
 4 
TITLE: Building a better community for our youth through the arts 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Adolescence is the most formative and dangerous of one's life; what every person determines to do 8 
shapes their character and life outcomes. Especially today, the risks of youth are more vital than ever 9 
as interrelated issues, such as crime, substance abuse, violence, and poverty, negatively impact 10 
adolescents and their communities. For example, Louisiana's crime rate is among the highest in the 11 
nation, with 6,408.22 people committing a crime per 100,000, according to data from 2021 and 2022. 12 
For reference, Louisiana has a population of around 4,624,000, meaning about 296,000 people commit 13 
crimes yearly. Thus, adolescents growing up in or around these dangerous environments tend to be 14 
more involved due to external influence. This proposed plan aims to create a safer environment that 15 
allows 6th-12th graders to spend more energy in meaningful outlets- to have healthy emotional 16 
releases, support, better self-images, better environment and communities, and overall better life 17 
outcomes. By setting up free communal programs year-round in high-crime cities, youth will make 18 
better life choices through band or visual arts. Studies have shown that students who participate in the 19 
arts are 5 times less likely to drop out of school, 3.6% less likely to have disciplinary infractions, and 20 
are significantly less likely to be arrested and participate in substance abuse. According to RS 21 
17:1970.6, "whenever possible, the school shall offer such extracurricular activities as may be found in 22 
any public secondary school in the state and shall work to make arrangements with surrounding city 23 
and parish school systems to provide such opportunities." These would allow more outreach in schools 24 
and cities that the program does not initially cover, maximizing the benefits.  25 
 26 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 27 
With input from local police departments, the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) will analyze the 28 
highest crime rates for all of Louisiana's cities. Then, the cities with the top 10 highest crime rates will 29 
meet with school administrators to implement visual arts or band in 10 of their highest-risk schools. If 30 
effective, the LDOE will repeat the above mentioned process, so 100 new schools will be added to the 31 
program every 5 years. These initial participating cities and schools would be implemented in 2023, 32 
with yearly checkups from the LDOE  to ensure maximum effectiveness through annual reports and 33 
performances.  34 
SECTION III: FUNDING 35 
The money to finance will come from Louisiana education grants (e.g., $10,000 Grants to USA Teaching 36 
Artists for Professional Development in the Fields of Arts and Education), existing educational funds, 37 
and taxes. Using or increasing existing corporate, income,  and state or local sales tax could fund this 38 
plan. In addition, fundraising done by individual schools or by an outside nonprofit organization, such as 39 
Youth Empowerment Project, for schools will help fund this bill. The LDOE will ensure that these funds 40 
will be used correctly for each city and public school.  41 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 42 
If a city or a public school does not implement these programs, the LDOE will give a warning strike and 43 
meet with the city officials or the school administrators to ensure progress. They will be fined 3% of the 44 
school system's allocated education budget if they still need to be enforced. This will happen after 3 45 
strikes, and they are given 6 months to implement these changes. 46 
 47 

69



 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 130 2 
Ryder Bond   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
 4 
TITLE:  Louisiana constitutional carry 5 
  6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
On December 29th, 2019 Keith Thomas Kinnunen stood up in the West Freeway Church of Christ in 8 
White Settlement Texas, and opened fire on the crowd of over 200 churchgoers massacring 100s, or at 9 
least that could have been the outcome. Jack Wilson, a member of the volunteer security team at the 10 
church, fired a single shot putting the gunman down. Mr. Wilson didn’t just prevent a mass shooting, he 11 
proved a good guy with a gun can prevent tragedy. On July 17th, 2022 Jonathan Sapirman walked into 12 
an Indiana mall and opened fire shooting three people before Elisjsha Dicken shot Sapirman at a 13 
distance of 40 yards with his own gun. This was weeks after Indiana legalized their own constitutional 14 
carry bill. If the bill was not in effect Dicken would have had to wait up to 3 weeks for the state to 15 
process his concealed carry license. In both cases provisions to allow concealed carry was in effect. The 16 
outcome, if they were not, could have been disastrous. Furthermore, there are no known consequences 17 
of constitutional carry. The facts back it up as well. An independent study conducted by the NRA in May 18 
of 2022 studied the rates of gun-related events in constitutional carry states since their date of 19 
enactment. Instead of seeing an increase in homicide rates, they actually went down 6%. Thus proving 20 
constitutional carry won’t lead to more gun-related deaths even though more people will have access to 21 
the privilege of carrying a concealed firearm.  22 
  23 
 24 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 25 
This bill will legalize constitutional carry in the state of Louisiana thereby allowing any citizen not 26 
prohibited from possessing a handgun able to concealed carry it without a concealed carry license. The 27 
bill will go effect immediately after the governor signs it into law 28 
  29 
 30 
SECTION III: FUNDING 31 
NA 32 
 33 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 34 
NA35 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 
HOUSE BILL 131 2 
Margo Esquivel   Haynes Academy 3 
TITLE: Reforming the Louisiana Electoral College 4 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 5 
Our country praises itself for being a democracy. The founding fathers themselves were intent on 6 
having a democracy to avoid the abuse they had suffered at the hands of the British monarchy. In this 7 
country they created, everyone would have a say in how their country would be run, and citizens would 8 
never again be oppressed by a controlling government. Why, then, do we use a faulty system that 9 
minimizes our voices and has led to candidates the majority of America voted against being placed in 10 
one of the highest offices in our country? Louisiana, like 47 other states, uses a “winner-takes-all” 11 
system in which all Electoral College votes for the state are given to the candidate that wins the 12 
majority of the state’s vote. However, this can cause discrepancies between the popular vote and the 13 
candidate actually selected for presidency. In a proudly representative country, we should take every 14 
possible step to allow citizens’ voices (and thereby votes) to be heard. By adopting a system in which 15 
each congressional district gets one Electoral College vote, with two “elector-at-large” votes going 16 
towards the statewide majority, Louisiana’s votes will more accurately reflect the people’s choice. This 17 
bill would change the way Louisiana’s Electoral College ballots are cast to allow the Electoral College 18 
vote more closely represent the popular vote. 19 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 20 
A pool of electors shall be created in the year preceding the presidential election as follows.  Each 21 
recognized political party shall nominate presidential electors in a manner determined by a resolution 22 
adopted by the state central committee of the respective recognized political party. Each party shall 23 
nominate two electors-at-large and one elector for every congressional district in the state. No person 24 
shall be elected as a presidential elector who is not a qualified elector of the district for which he is 25 
chosen, unless he is elected at large, in which case he shall be a qualified elector of the state. A 26 
candidate for presidential elector may be registered to vote with or without a declaration of party 27 
affiliation. No United States senator, representative in Congress, or person holding an office of trust or 28 
profit under the United States shall be elected a presidential elector.  29 
The pool of all electors shall meet in the State Capitol in Baton Rouge on the day appointed for their 30 
meeting by federal law. On the day of their meeting, electors of the political party corresponding to the 31 
candidate who receives a majority from each congressional district in the case of congressional district 32 
electors, and from the majority of the state overall in the case of electors-at-large, shall be recognized 33 
as members of Louisiana's Electoral College for that year. These recognized electors must swear an oath 34 
promising to vote for the presidential and vice presidential candidates corresponding to their political 35 
party. When the Electoral College vote is taken, the two recognized presidential electors-at-large shall 36 
cast their ballots for the presidential and vice-presidential candidates who received the majority within 37 
the entire state. The recognized  presidential electors for each district shall vote for the presidential 38 
and vice-presidential candidates who received the majority within the congressional district they 39 
represent. If any elector(s) should fail to appear at the appointed meeting location and time, the other 40 
electors shall fill the vacancy by voice vote. 41 
SECTION III: FUNDING 42 
There is no additional funding required for this bill. 43 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 44 
If any elector should purposefully vote for a candidate other than the candidate they have pledged to 45 
vote for, except in the case of a candidate’s death, the elector shall be subject to criminal prosecution 46 
and penalty of a $1000 fine and up to six months in jail. Such prosecution shall be conducted by the 47 
Attorney General.48 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 132 2 
Lincoln Trumps   Lafayette High 3 
 4 
TITLE: Confederate Removal and Preservation Act 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Over the past several decades statues honoring Confederate veterans have drawn large amounts of 8 
controversy and provoked public outcry. Louisiana currently has 32 statues honoring members of the 9 
Confederacy despite widespread public objections. This bill seeks to remove Confederate monuments 10 
from public areas while preserving objects of historical or cultural value. Monuments honoring the 11 
Confederate States of America, hereby defined as monuments honoring an individual or group on 12 
account of their participation in the Confederate Armed Forces or the government of the Confederacy, 13 
will be subject to removal, relocation to museums, or into the hands of private citizens. 14 
  15 
 Cultural or historical significant monuments are defined as the following: monuments that were 16 
constructed before 1900 or monuments that are otherwise noteworthy.  17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
The Confederate Monument Review Board is to be established under the authority of the Louisiana 20 
Department of Culture, Recreation & Tourism. The Board will have at least 13 members appointed by 21 
the head of the department. The board will be empowered to review all 32 sites where a Confederate 22 
monument is displayed on public property and reccomend one of three courses of action by majority 23 
vote.  24 
  (1.) The removal of the monument from public property before 2030, with authority delegated to the 25 
parish government to decide what to do with the statue after it's removal.  26 
 (2.) The transfer of the monument to a  Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation & Tourism run 27 
museum, the museums of other states, or a private entity. 28 
 (3.) Allowing the monument to remain on the grounds of historical or cultural significance.  29 
  30 
 31 
SECTION III: FUNDING 32 
The Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation & Tourism will be granted $100,000 of discretionary 33 
spending for each statue the Confederate Monument Review Board votes to remove.  34 
 35 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 36 
No penalties are necessary for this bill. 37 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 133 2 
Avishka Fernando   Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 3 
 4 
TITLE: AN ACT TO  REDUCE POLLUTION IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA 5 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 6 
The State has major air and water pollution problems that have led to the endangerment of many people 7 
and species. Companies and businesses around the state release pollutants into the environment 8 
significantly worsening the safety of animals and people. According to a CNBC investigation in 9 
September of 2022, Louisiana was the worst-ranked state in pollution of water and air. On top of this, 10 
a January 2022 study from Tulane University showed that at least 85 cancer cases per year in the 11 
state of Louisiana are due to exposure to high levels of air pollution. To ensure the safety of not only 12 
people now, but the people of future generations, action needs to be taken.  13 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 14 
To help diminish air pollution, restrictions and regulations will be set in place for all subjects to recycle 15 
any materials they can, along with a strongly encouraged suggestion to diminish excess waste and use 16 
natural resources when capable. Things like Catalytic Oxidizers can be implemented in major chemical 17 
manufacturing and power generational areas. Catalytic Oxidizers take pollutants from the air and/ or 18 
different production systems and turn them into harmless compounds. In order to also aid this Rotary 19 
Concentrators can be added on if the funding is available to make the process more efficient and create 20 
redundancy in systems.  21 
Things similar to the Direct Air Capture system can be used as well to take pollutants such as CO2 and 22 
turn them into new and reusable fuels. The CO2 harvested can be turned into things such as gasoline, 23 
diesel, and jet fuel. On top of this, CO2 can also be used in other processes such as the production of 24 
steel and concrete, coatings and carbon fibres, or enhanced oil recovery. These processes will decrease 25 
the number of toxic pollutants released into the air and decrease harmful pollution to environments and 26 
areas surrounding these production areas. The companies at hand will be required to have a Direct Air 27 
Capture system near or in production areas to ensure efficiency and protection.  28 
SemiAnnual checks and reviews will be held by the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality to 29 
ensure that subjects are complying with the rules and regulations set in place for both the Catalytic 30 
Oxidizers and Direct Air Capture systems that may be put into place. The objects in question should be 31 
in proper working order and maintained to ensure resources aren’t being wasted. Districts are required 32 
to create some form of enforcement to ensure the safety of both the people working with or around 33 
these plants.  34 
SECTION III: FUNDING 35 
The majority of funding will come from fines and penalties collected from infractures. On top of this 36 
agency, funds should be allocated from tax income (this may result in tax rises and this is 37 
acknowledged). If funding is not available, Louisiana can ask for help from National Agencies like the 38 
United States Environmental Protection Agency.  39 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 40 
Companies that do not follow these guidelines will be fined and potentially shut down. Fines can cost 41 
between $5,000-$200,000 USD, varying based on the severity of the infraction and the country of 42 
origin. Failure to comply on multiple occasions, with a maximum of 3 major infractions, will result in the 43 
termination of company operations. Based on the severity, companies will be able to plead their case, to 44 
the appropriate governing body, against allegations to prove they have and will continue to comply with 45 
the rules set in place.  46 
 47 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 134 2 
Marcus Soileau   Dutchtown High School 3 
Benjamin  Tilley 4 
 5 
TITLE: Lower Prices for Ammunition 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
All around the globe there are people who make their income off of hunting and how much they can sell 9 
the pelts and meat of the animals that they hunt. There are also people who mostly eat what they can 10 
hunt. With recent spikes in ammunition prices, it makes it more difficult for these people to make a 11 
living. In the last two years the price of the 5.56 NATO round (which is a common round used for 12 
hunting) has gone up from around 43 to 77 cents per round of ammunition. Spikes such as this affect 13 
all types of ammunition.  14 
  15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
The implementation of this bill would just require stores that sell ammunition to lower the prices of said 18 
ammunition by 15 cents per round. 19 
  20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
No funding is needed for this bill 23 
 24 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 25 
The penalties of not complying to this bill would be that stores would lose their license to import 26 
ammunition. 27 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 135 2 
Micheline Benoit   Lafayette High School 3 
Riley  Gray 4 
 5 
TITLE: Organ Donation Act of 2030 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
The Organ Donation Act of 2030 would make all Louisiana citizens organ donors with the ability to opt 9 
out, starting January 1st 2030. This would help with the issues of bias towards organ donors as there 10 
would be more of them. It would also help with the demand and lack of organ donations here in 11 
Louisiana. There are more than 120,000 people across the country on the waiting list for a life-saving 12 
organ transplant. Of those, more than 2,000 are in Louisiana. Considering the size of Louisiana in 13 
comparison to the other 49 states, this is a very serious problem. We do not have nearly enough organ 14 
donors in Louisiana today. The people of Louisiana need a bill to combat this issue. This bill would make 15 
it to where it is entirely an individual’s choice to opt out of organ donation, also creating a far more 16 
accessible process without any needed funding or penalties. If an adult citizen of another country/state 17 
is to die in Louisiana, the organ donation laws of that country/state as well as the status of the person 18 
are to be referenced. 19 
  20 
 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
Beginning January 1st, 2030, all organ donation statuses of legal adults will be set to ‘Yes’, unless that 23 
legal adult has previously opted out before the enactment of the bill. Organ donation websites and 24 
phone numbers will give all legal adults the ability to opt out beginning January 1st 2024, making it so 25 
that they will not be automatically made organ donors once this bill is put into effect. Opting out is a 26 
very accessible option to the people as it just takes one call to LOPA (1-800-521-4483) or a trip to 27 
your nearest hospital. It is also accessible through the LOPA (Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency) 28 
website. Beginning January 1st, 2024, all hospitals will be able to change the organ donation status for 29 
any person who may not have access otherwise. Whether this be due to language barriers, not having 30 
the devices necessary to access these sources, or any other reasons. All minors will remain not organ 31 
donors and continue to have the option to opt in. Before a minor becomes an adult, they will have the 32 
option to opt out prior to this change, similarly to the option adults have the years before this bill is 33 
implemented. Once a person turns 18, they will become an organ donor unless they previously opted 34 
out in advance, or opt out when they become an adult. All legal adults will be assumed to be organ 35 
donors unless they have gone through the specific registration to opt out. 36 
  37 
 38 
SECTION III: FUNDING 39 
No funding will be necessary for this bill as no expenses are required when making the choice to be or 40 
not to be an organ donor.  41 
 42 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 43 
If this bill is passed, there will be no consequence for opting out as this is a personal medical decision.44 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 136 2 
Avery Deaville   Lafayette High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Close Drive-Thru Daiquiri Shops 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Louisiana has always held a reputation for being a “party” state, and for being relaxed with rules. Drive-8 
thru daiquiris have been around since the early 1980’s, and they’ve been controversial since the 9 
beginning. Sure, at first it may have been alright to have them, since there were 23 other states that 10 
hadn’t banned drinking and driving, but now we know the dangers of alcohol consumption and driving. 11 
All states have banned driving and driving, and yet we keep open these drive-thru daiquiri stations. Car 12 
accident related deaths have been steadily on the rise, and just last year in 2021, Louisiana saw almost 13 
1,000 deaths from car crashes. Almost 45% of those deaths involved alcohol. Our contradictions with 14 
easy access to cheap alcohol is skyrocketing our death rate, and we’ve danced around the issue for too 15 
long. I propose that we eliminate drive-thru daiquiris once and for all. 16 
  17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
This bill will take effect on January 1st, 2030, and all drive-thru daiquiris will need to be closed by then. 20 
Since businesses will be forced to close, business owners will be given a $3000 payout when they file to 21 
close their business. If there is more than 1 owner, then the money will be split evenly between them. 22 
  23 
 24 
SECTION III: FUNDING 25 
In order to fund the payout, the Louisiana sales tax will be increased from 4.45% to 4.48%, and this 26 
additional revenue will be used to pay the businesses. Any additional money may be used to build new 27 
businesses on the now vacant lots. These new businesses could either be state funded and run, or the 28 
money could be given to parishes and cities for local businesses. 29 
  30 
 31 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 32 
If a drive-thru daiquiri shop refuses to shut down in time for January 1st, 2030, then the location will 33 
be forcibly shut down, and the owners will receive a fine of $2,500 for refusing to comply with this bill, 34 
under the enforcement of the Louisiana Department of State. 35 
 36 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 137 2 
Holden Martin   University High School 3 
Adam  Carruth 4 
 5 
TITLE: Require industrial users of the southern hills aquifer to use other water sources to preserve the 6 
Aquifer and prevent worse saltwater intrusion.  7 
  8 
 9 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 10 
The people of East Baton Rouge Parish depend on the groundwater kept in the Southern Hills aquifer 11 
for safe drinking. The Baton Rouge Water Company supplies these people with water as a privately 12 
owned utility. Industrial users such as Georgia Pacific, ExxonMobile, Entergy Louisiana, and others 13 
remove billions of gallons of clean drinking water from the aquifer for industrial processes such as 14 
washing and cooling to make things such as oil and steel. Rather than using perfectly good drinking 15 
water for industrial processes, the industry should be required to use water from the Mississippi River. 16 
The removal of billions of gallons of clean drinking water causes saltwater intrusion spoiling the clean 17 
water of the aquifer. Fresh water is a precious resource and should be preserved.  18 
  19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
The industry would have to limit their withdrawals of water from the Southern Hills Aquifer and to 22 
implicit plans to begin cleaning Mississippi River water in their industrial processes. Industries such as 23 
Georgia Pacific, ExxonMobil, and Entergy should have a cap for how much water they can withdraw by a 24 
certain date and should be required to put in a plan to start using Mississippi River water rather than 25 
aquifer water for their processes upon passage of the bill. This should take place as soon as possible.  26 
  27 
  28 
 29 
SECTION III: FUNDING 30 
For the past several decades, the industry has been able to use our drinking water for our industrial 31 
processes for very low cost and very little oversight including being able to report how much water they 32 
are using without being monitored. Industry has been allowed to do this as we have been watching the 33 
water source that we depend on be pulled from without any limits. Financial cost should come from the 34 
industrial users and not from the taxpayers. These companies have made billions in profit while having 35 
to pay little for water and it is time now for these big companies to pay their fair share.  36 
  37 
 38 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 39 
If this law is passed and the industrial users do not provide a timely plan for moving to the Mississippi 40 
River or other water sources as their water source, there should be a fine to offset fixing the damage 41 
to the aquifer. For every gallon taken from the aquifer, there will be a 10-dollar fine. Companies will 42 
have one month to start using Mississippi River water before these penalties take effect. 43 
 44 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 
HOUSE BILL 138 2 
Noor Akram   Woodlawn High School  3 
Tyriq  Cooper 4 
TITLE: Curve the Pervs  5 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 6 
Child molestation under Louisiana Law is defined as “...the commission by anyone over the age of 7 
seventeen of any lewd or lascivious act upon the person or in the presence of any child under the age 8 
of seventeen, where there is an age difference of greater than two years between the two persons, with 9 
the intention of arousing or gratifying the sexual desires of either person, by the use of force, violence, 10 
duress, menace, psychological intimidation, the threat of great bodily harm, or by the use of influence 11 
by virtue of a position of control or supervision over the juvenile.”  12 
 The statistics about child molestation in the US are as follows: “every 9 minutes, Child Protective 13 
Services substantiates, or finds evidence for, a claim of child sexual abuse” and statistically, “1 in 9 14 
girls and 1 in 53 boys under the age of 18 experience sexual abuse or assault at the hands of an adult.” 15 
The long-lasting effects of child molestation are as follows: “...victims are four times more likely to 16 
develop symptoms of drug abuse, four times more likely to experience PTSD as adults, and three times 17 
more likely to experience a major depressive episode as adults.” The two most horrifying statistics on 18 
this topic are, “of the released sex offenders who committed another sex crime, 40 percent perpetrated 19 
the new offense within one year from their prison discharge with the majority of the children they 20 
molested, after leaving prison, were aged 13 or younger. Also, nearly 70% of child sex offenders have 21 
between 1 and 9 victims and at least 20% have 10 to 40 victims.” 22 
According to “Guidelines for the Biological Treatment of Paraphilias”, “Surgical castration reportedly 23 
produces definitive results, even in repeat pedophilic offenders, by reducing recidivism rates to 2% to 24 
5% compared with expected rates of 50%. Chemical castration using LHRH agonists (a substance that 25 
keeps the testicles and ovaries from making sex hormones by blocking other hormones that are needed 26 
to make them) reduces circulating testosterone to deficient levels. Also, it results in very low levels of 27 
recidivism despite the strong psychological factors that contribute to sexual offending.” 28 
 SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 29 
The drug used would be an FDA-approved birth control drug known as Depo Provera. Three months 30 
before the offender gets released on parole, the offender will take the medication in intervals mandated 31 
by the state and will be subjected to continuing this treatment for an indefinite period until the court 32 
rules that the drug is no longer necessary. To prevent offenders from intentionally stopping their 33 
treatment, there will be a penalty of up to 10 years and a fine of $15,000 if the offender attempts to 34 
cease their treatment. These offenders may also be subject to mandatory therapy during their time in 35 
prison to suppress their desire for children. This will not be an alternative to chemical castration, since 36 
therapy is much less effective since that person will still biologically have sexual desires for children.  37 
SECTION III: FUNDING 38 
Offenders will pay for their treatment, whether with healthcare or out-of-pocket money, but for those 39 
who are unable to pay for their medical fees, the state will cover the costs. The cost of chemical 40 
castration is at most $1,000 a month, which would be taken from the Louisiana State Department of 41 
Health’s budget. 42 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 43 
Under this law, child molesters who molest children under the age of 13 shall be disciplined with 44 
chemical castration. On top of this penalty, the offender will be mandated to pay for their medical 45 
treatment. If the offender attempts to intentionally stop their treatment, they can spend up to 10 years 46 
in prison and be fined up to $15,000. These people may also be subject to mandatory therapy to 47 
suppress their desire for children.48 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 139 2 
Charlotte Gerhardt   Mandeville High School 3 
Taylor  Flagg 4 
 5 
TITLE: Protect Reproductive Healthcare 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
In 2021, there were 7,444 abortions performed in Louisiana. 7,444 individual cases where abortion was 9 
a safe and personal decision. Now there will be zero. On June 24, 2022, the Supreme Court ruled 5-4 to 10 
overturn Roe v. Wade, a case that protected personal privacy and the right to decide whether to 11 
continue a pregnancy. Louisiana was one of 12 states that banned abortion with no exceptions for rape 12 
or incest. As a result, the only three remaining abortion clinics in the state are relocating, leaving 13 
women unable to travel with no option but to carry out their pregnancy. Just last month, a woman 14 
carrying a skull-less fetus had to travel 1,400 miles to New York city to terminate her pregnancy. The 15 
prohibition of abortion already affects women who do not have the resources to support a child, but 16 
the lack of exceptions could destroy women's lives throughout the state. Protecting women's 17 
reproductive healthcare is essential for the well-being of millions of Louisiana residents. 18 
  19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
Allow abortion clinics throughout Louisiana to provide medical exceptions for rape or incest in 22 
Louisiana. 23 
  24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
No financing is necessary for the implementation of this bill. 27 
  28 
 29 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 30 
No penalties are necessary for this bill.31 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 140 2 
Hope Gutierrez   Lafayette High School  3 
Ryleigh  Shullaw 4 
 5 
TITLE: AN ACT TO: Put an End to Pocketless Pants  6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
In our state, and many states across the nation, there are many women that find themselves struggling 9 
to conveniently carry everyday, necessary items. Most women's clothing bottoms, and some men’s, do 10 
not include pockets, which is a creative innovation that allows one to easily carry personal items. In the 11 
1800s, it was believed that women did not need pockets because they relied on men, therefore fashion 12 
continued without them. However, new surveys show that more women would prefer pockets on their 13 
clothes than not. While purses can be a nice solution, many places don’t allow purses or some people 14 
just don't want to carry around a purse wherever they go. On average, the pockets in women's jeans are 15 
48% shorter and 6.5% narrower than men's pockets. Other studies have found that only 40% of 16 
women’s front pockets can completely fit the three main smartphone brands, and less than half of them 17 
can fit a wallet designed to fit in a front pocket. It has been a worldwide fight for a long time for more 18 
reasonable pockets on clothes and the solution can begin with this bill.  19 
  20 
 21 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 22 
Clothing stores throughout Louisiana will be taxed when selling bottoms or clothes that include bottoms 23 
without pockets on them or pockets smaller than the requirement of 3.5 inches by 4 inches. These 24 
clothing items include pants, trousers, shorts, athletic shorts, pajama shorts, skirts, form fitting-25 
designed dresses, leggings, spandex, onesies, joggers, sweatpants, jeans, overalls, and capris. A tax of 26 
3.25% will be required from any business wishing to buy clothing without proper pockets from the 27 
producers. Additionally, businesses that sell bottoms with pockets will receive a 2.25% reimbursement 28 
as an incentive to sell clothes with pockets and to avoid customers being affected by this tax. This tax 29 
will be put on any piece of clothing previously mentioned without pockets or pockets less than 3.5 by 4 30 
inches. A purchase of a variety of clothing with and without pockets will still be taxed the 3.25% while 31 
also being reimbursed the 2.25%. The money from this tax will be used by the textile industries to 32 
produce more pockets on the items. This law does not apply to clothing for pets, dolls, decoration, 33 
infants, and toddlers. This bill applies to youth sizing and up. The pockets must be found somewhere on 34 
the outside of the clothing, with exception to shorts that line the inside of skirts or short dresses. The 35 
dimensions of the pockets may not be less than 3.5” by 4”.  36 
 37 
SECTION III: FUNDING 38 
The money required for this bill will be acquired through the penalty tax from businesses that do not 39 
comply. The tax money will cover the reimbursement to businesses and the remainder will contribute to 40 
the textile industry to cover the additional costs of manufacturing pockets on clothes. 41 
 42 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 43 
If a business continues to sell any clothing items listed in Section ll without pockets, they will be taxed 44 
3.25% per item. This law works similarly to ASTM (American Society for Testing Materials) and will be 45 
enforced under OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration). 46 
 47 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 141 2 
Edward  Hasson   Woodlawn High School   3 
 4 
TITLE: Compensation for Chemicals 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
In southeast Louisiana, there is a well-known industrial corridor that runs between Baton Rouge and 8 
New Orleans holding over 150 petrochemical facilities run by multinationals such as Shell and Formosa. 9 
The emissions released by these plants include deadly carcinogens that can cause serious diseases, 10 
affect the growth of children, and poison the surrounding environment. Despite this, the chemical 11 
industry continues to grow in this corridor with state officials such as Gov. Edwards praising the 12 
economic prosperity that these plants bring. The people that live in this corridor, a majority of them 13 
African-Americans, are being unfairly disadvantaged as their homes are surrounded by chemical plants 14 
that pose a danger to their lives. The effects of chloroprene include causing “DNA damage in the body’s 15 
cells. The resulting mutations increase the likelihood that a person will develop cancer throughout their 16 
lifetime.” The effect of diseases such as cancer on a low-income family can be devastating. The average 17 
annual income across the industrial corridor ranges from $28K-$40K. The cost of treatment for a 18 
disease such as cancer can easily surpass $42,000, and that doesn’t account for relocation for 19 
treatment, transportation, or any other cost that may go into treatment. While insurance can help cover 20 
many of these costs, over 82% of African-Americans in Louisiana were enrolled in Medicaid. Medicaid 21 
will only cover chemotherapy costs. The only extra coverage offered within the Medicaid system is for 22 
breast cancer. 23 
  24 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 25 
A new tax will be created for petrochemical plants, with a total amount of money collected from this tax 26 
totaling 2 billion dollars. The amount of money collected from each company will be based on the net 27 
annual income of that company. This tax will also be exempt from any preexisting or future tax breaks 28 
applied for by a company. Additionally, before January of the next year, the state will reexamine how 29 
much money must be paid with this tax. The new amount will be determined by how much money is left 30 
in the pool as well as the demand for the welfare the tax pays for. 31 
 Once collected, eligible residents of the state will be able to apply for a portion of this money. 32 
Eligibility will be determined by a set of factors: you must have lived within a ten-mile vicinity of a plant 33 
for at least 8 years, your annual income as an individual must be below $50,000, and you or a 34 
dependent must have a disease or condition that was reasonably caused by chemical emissions. The 35 
starting amount is $200,000, with an extra $25,000 added for each dependent in a family unit. 36 
  37 
SECTION III: FUNDING 38 
No funding is required for this bill. 39 
 40 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 41 
Attempts to claim for this welfare with falsified documents or in someone else’s name (unless it is done 42 
on their behalf) will be subject to existing laws and punishments regarding welfare fraud. Similarly, 43 
companies that refuse to pay the new tax will be fined by the state. After an extended period of time of 44 
not paying, the state may investigate criminal charges for tax evasion.45 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 142 2 
Walker Prejean   Lafayette High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Freedom to Practice Medicine for Physicians  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
In our state, if a physician chooses to leave their current practice to practice medicine elsewhere, they 8 
are subject to non-compete clauses that force them to not join any competing practices within a 9 
geographic region for a set period of time, usually one to two years. The practice of medicine should be 10 
completely objective for the benefit of the patient and not influenced by conflicts or affiliates created 11 
by employment and related non-compete provisions for healthcare professionals. The general public, 12 
who are also consumers of healthcare services, should expect their healthcare provider to make medical 13 
decisions in the best interest of the patient and not necessarily the employment obligations of a 14 
contract with prohibitions of competition. States such as Alabama, Oklahoma, California, North Dakota, 15 
and more have already created policies that discontinued the use of non-compete provisions. Some 16 
other industries use similar non-compete clauses, but non-compete restrictions should not be a factor 17 
in a medical setting because it can affect the well-being and health of their patient. The general public 18 
is best served by physicians practicing medicine devoid of any influences, (financial or contractual), to 19 
an employer that holds control over that healthcare provider's ability to make decisions consistent with 20 
his or her Hippocratic Oath. 21 
  22 
 23 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 24 
This bill will be enacted on January 1st, 2023. In Louisiana, holding physicians to non-compete 25 
provisions will be null and void. Any ongoing non-compete contracts will become null. Physicians will be 26 
free to practice where they please without restraint of non-compete obligations. 27 
  28 
 29 
SECTION III: FUNDING 30 
There is no funding required for this bill. 31 
 32 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 33 
Those who continue to enforce the principles of a non-compete clause must pay damages to the 34 
affected individuals. Damages will be determined by proof of lost income due to one’s inability to work. 35 
  36 
  37 
 38 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 143 2 
Evan Patton   Lafayette High School 3 
Shiv  Banga 4 
 5 
TITLE: Alternative Energy Tax Incentive Act 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Greenhouse gas emissions are causing havoc in today's world. They cause heat to be contained in the 9 
atmosphere causing global warming, forest fires, and damaging weather. This is a very big problem for 10 
the world, and some states are taking measures to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. However, 11 
Louisiana has not been one of these states. Louisiana is ranked 4th in the nation in amount of 12 
greenhouse gas emissions; in 2021, Louisiana was ranked 40th in the nation for energy efficiency. We 13 
cannot let this stand. Animals will lose their homes, our state will be at severe risk of damage from 14 
extreme weather, and drought will kill many if we don’t act now. Our bill will offer tax incentives to 15 
encourage Louisiana residents to incorporate solar panels or other renewable energy resources into 16 
their homes. This, in turn, will reduce our state’s greenhouse gas emissions. This will ensure Louisiana 17 
will have a safe and clean environment for the future generations. 18 
 19 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 20 
To promote alternative energy sources, such as solar, wind, etc., the state of Louisiana will offer tax 21 
incentives to those who implement one of these energy sources in their homes. Starting on January 1, 22 
2024, homeowners will be able to apply for a tax cut if they meet a certain criteria. Currently, the 23 
Louisiana property tax is about 0.505% for residential properties. This would be reduced to 0.38% for 24 
those who have implemented renewable energy into their homes with the passing of the Alternative 25 
Energy Tax Incentive Act. As another incentive, property owners will be able to write off half of any 26 
expenses used to ensure their home is fully-functioning with alternative energy. Property owners must 27 
provide all valid receipts of their purchases. To ensure legitimacy of the homeowner’s implementation of 28 
an alternative energy source in their home, the Alternative Energy Accountability Commission (AEAC) 29 
will be created to inspect the homes of those who apply for the tax cut. If given the green light by an 30 
inspector, the homeowner will have their taxes lowered for the next tax season. 31 
 32 
SECTION III: FUNDING 33 
To create and maintain the AEAC, 0.25% of annual income tax revenue will be allocated to this program. 34 
 35 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 36 
There will be no penalties, as this is an opt-in program.37 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 144 2 
Kourtnei Edwards    Captain shreve High school  3 
 4 
TITLE: Healthcare should be available to all patients that need it. Patients that can't afford healthcare 5 
should be given healthcare without being expensive. 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Who- poor people that have diseases, can't afford healthcare should be given healthcare without paying 9 
too much money for something that they have no control over. (evidence) " In an era of rising health 10 
care costs, many 11 
 Americans experience difficulty paying for needed health care services." (Robin M Weinick) 12 
 What - healthcare should be taken away or summed down for people that can't afford it. (evidence) " 13 
Not everyone can afford health insurance, nor do they have the resources to pay for expensive medical 14 
treatments out of their own pocket. This means that a lack of free healthcare consequently poses a 15 
threat to their lives." (Ella George) 16 
 Why- America is the most deadliest country when it comes to diseases. 17 
 Healthcare in America should be a 18 
 Human Right. It is very hard for patients that have curable diseases pay for the cure if they have no 19 
money to give. (evidence) "*She was barely scraping by and trying not to get evicted. She gets what 20 
appears to her as a basic cold or flu, didn't go to the doctor and risk spending money she didn't have, 21 
and as a consequence she passed away."" 22 
 23 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 24 
1. We should have higher taxes. Making taxes higher would help people that really need it. 25 
 2. We should start organizations that are willing to help campaign to raise and gain money for the 26 
people of our country that are dying from the lack of money they have. 27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
Funding for this bill will be given to the organization over the bill from outsiders that want to help, the 30 
government, etc. 31 
 32 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 33 
Penalties for my specific bill should be taking ones healthcare away from them and making them pay 34 
their own out of pocket. This is only ir they refuse to adhere to the bill being established. 35 
 Penalties for people that just didn't pay their taxes one or many times, fine will between 300 to 1,000 36 
dollar fine.37 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 145 2 
Kate Shaw   C.E. Byrd High School 3 
Riley  Quinlan 4 
 5 
TITLE: Implement a required college and career class for high school students to take during one 6 
semester of high school 7 
 8 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 9 
At the young age of 17 or 18, students are asked to make a decision that will affect the rest of their 10 
lives. They must choose a college or career path based on the information they learned from high 11 
school. However, the information given at schools is usually lacking or sometimes non-existent. There 12 
are roughly 70,000 unemployed people in Louisiana; if they learned more about careers from a younger 13 
age, they might have a better chance of finding employment. Thus, a required class should be dedicated 14 
solely to providing resources and information about a student’s future choices. 15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
Students would take this class during one school semester in place of the required one-semester gym 18 
credit. Teachers of this course would split the semester between college and careers so that students 19 
get a complete picture of both options and can decide what is best for them. Some aspects of this class 20 
would include but are not limited to: hearing speeches from professionals in different fields, going on 21 
field trips to job sites, and learning how to best prepare oneself for the college application process. 22 
This course will first be required for the graduating class of 2027 so that they have four full years to 23 
complete the class. 24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
No extra funding will be necessary. 27 
 28 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 29 
Any student that does not take this class will not be able to graduate starting for the graduating class 30 
of 2027. 31 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 146 2 
Michael Burford   C.E. Byrd High SChool 3 
 4 
TITLE: Eliminate the Inspection Sticker Requirement for Certain Motor Vehicles 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Car inspection stickers are a thing of the past. As of March 2020, only thirty-one of the fifty United 8 
States require car inspection stickers. Car inspection stickers are solely required because they are used 9 
as a cash grab by the government. The state of Louisiana could make so much more money in much 10 
better ways than an inspection that changes nothing about the car. If your vehicle fails inspection, the 11 
state of Louisiana gives you a temporary sticker that can be used for one month, further proving just 12 
how useless the stickers really are. This bill will help to make driving in Louisiana much easier and also 13 
help to protect Louisiana students. Students can be defined as anyone currently enrolled in high school 14 
or college under the age of twenty-five.  15 
  16 
 17 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 18 
During the year after this bill is signed into law, the state of Louisiana will no longer require the annual 19 
renewal of car inspection stickers. However, students in the state of Louisiana will be required to renew 20 
their car inspection sticker biannually.  21 
 22 
SECTION III: FUNDING 23 
This bill will force the state of Louisiana to lose money that is gained from the car inspection stickers. 24 
However, this bill will gain the state back the money lost through raising fines for certain traffic 25 
violations. The fine for driving fifteen to twenty over the speed limit will be raised 6.25% from a 26 
minimum of $240 to a minimum of $255. Tickets for cracked windshields will be raised from a minimum 27 
of $100 on the first offense 15% to a first time minimum of $115. Second time offenders will be fined a 28 
minimum of $170, a 13.3% increase from the previous amount of $150. The current fine for not having 29 
an inspection sticker, or having an out of date inspection sticker is $119 on every offense. This amount 30 
will be raised 13.4454% to $135 for each offense (note- only students are required to have an 31 
inspection sticker). The current fine for drunk driving in Louisiana is $1000 along with a 2 to 6 month 32 
jail sentence. This fine will be changed to $1,250, a 25% increase, and the new minimum jail sentence 33 
will be one year. 34 
 35 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 36 
Louisiana students who drive without up to date inspection stickers can be fined $135, which is a 37 
13.4454% increase from the previous amount of $119.38 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 147 2 
Riley  Posey    Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
Grace   Ciesielski 4 
 5 
TITLE: Mental Health Matters Act 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
According to the National Alliance on Mental Illness 44,000 Louisianans, ages 12 to 17, struggle with 9 
depression, KFF.org states that 14.1% of teenagers, ages 12 to 17 in Louisiana reported having a major 10 
depressive episode just in the last year, 2021, and Louisiana Health Rankings shows that Louisiana has 11 
one of the highest causes of teen deaths being by suicide over all 50 states. Mental health issues have 12 
been on the rise, at rapid rates, over the past 10 years. A majority of suicide deaths are by teenagers. 13 
Teenagers are constantly surrounded by triggers, those being school, life, work, and even family and 14 
friends. 15 
The average size of a Louisiana public high school is around 655 students, with the largest being 16 
around 2,400. The average teenager attending a Louisiana public school has a household income of 17 
roughly 20,000 to 30,000  dollars per year. Low-income families have to choose how to spend their 18 
funds based on a wants and needs system. While seeking a therapist is a need for teenagers struggling 19 
with mental health, most families cannot afford for their child to see a therapist regularly. With this bill, 20 
teenagers will be able to receive a certain degree of free counseling for whatever fits their needs. This 21 
bill helps families who live around the poverty line seek help for their children who struggle with mental 22 
health, and also reassures students that they always have someone to go to during difficult times.  23 
 24 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 25 
For this bill to work to its maximum capacity, we want to slowly introduce it into schools starting at the 26 
beginning of the 2023-2024 school year. We will begin by taking the public high schools in Louisiana 27 
that rely 100% on state funding to function. This will initially help us get closer to what causes such a 28 
high teenage struggle with mental health. After the 2023-2024 school year, we will examine how this 29 
bill inevitably helped students struggling with mental health issues. With these results, we can move 30 
forward with putting this program into Louisiana public schools that rely less on state funding. 31 
Introducing the Mental Health Matters Act this way will help the state of Louisiana know what this bill 32 
is doing in schools, where it needs to be altered, and get closer to an answer as to why so many 33 
teenagers feel as though they are in such a bad place that they turn to suicide as the answer. As we are 34 
determined to see a decline in teen suicide rates, the following steps will be to put this act into middle 35 
schools. The earlier we start to address mental health issues in kids, the quicker we can see a decline in 36 
teenage suicide rates in Louisiana.  37 
One mental health counselor will be assigned for every two hundred students. With this assignment, 38 
each student will meet with their counselor once for fifteen to thirty minutes within a forty to fifty-day 39 
time to have a mental health check-in. This translates to a one to a two-and-a-half-hour period over a 40 
regular school day, meaning that the counselor will meet with four to five students a day. The counselor 41 
will then be able to use the remaining hours of the school day at their discretion. This helps open the 42 
door to showing teenagers that there are people who care about them and that there is always a safe 43 
space to go to.   44 
 45 

 46 
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 1 
SECTION III: FUNDING 2 
Funding for this bill will come from the American Rescue Plan. After COVID-19, a world epidemic, 3 
Louisiana public schools received 3.29 billion dollars from the American Rescue Plan in 2021, according 4 
to Greater Baton Rouge Business Report. The funds received went to funding schools coming back from 5 
not being in operation for over five months. We can take money from this plan and put it towards the 6 
rising epidemic of mental health issues and teen suicides. These funds will help schools hire more 7 
counselors as needed, depending on how many high school students attend, and provide the 8 
appropriate help students struggling with mental health will need.   9 
 10 
 11 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 12 
There are no penalties surrounding this bill. Public high schools that comply with these practices will 13 
receive benefits. These benefits can include more funding, more specialized counselors to address the 14 
specific mental health needs per district, better ranking in the schooling system, and giving the school 15 
more credibility when parents are looking to send their child to high school. These benefits can then 16 
lead state schools or institutions to reach out and talk to high schools all across Louisiana and bring 17 
more light on mental health issues surrounding the teenage population in Louisiana.  18 
 19 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 148 2 
Hope Juneau   C.E. Byrd High School 3 
Audrey  Welch 4 
 5 
TITLE: Remove local police rights to obstruct a citizen’s rights to buy, own, and use a firearm as it is 6 
given in the Red Flag Codes. 7 
  8 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 9 
The recently enacted Red Flag codes have caused a wave of controversy in the United States. Due to 10 
the permissions they give to the family, doctors, and even the local police force to petition a judge to 11 
restrict or take away a citizen’s right to buy or own a gun or other type of firearm. This is a statement 12 
that directly contradicts the U.S. Constitution. The police force of any given area, state, federal, or 13 
local, is a government entity, and according to the Second Amendment, there shall be no law infringing 14 
upon “the right of the people to keep and bear Arms” as the keeping of a free and just state is 15 
necessary and the protection of this right even more so. The thought process of this law is seemingly 16 
beneficial, however, every administration has agendas, including factions such as police forces. History 17 
has proven that sometimes agendas change, no matter what. So what is to happen when the agenda of 18 
a party comes to contradict the ideologies of the people. If a government sanctioned outfit such as a 19 
police force has the power to petition for the removal of the very institutions that have kept the 20 
government in check for over two hundred years, who is to know what can begin after the era of 21 
popular sovereignty is to end? The idea that a family member or a licensed doctor can petition on the 22 
welfare of a relative or patient in the idea that they are a danger to themselves or others is fully 23 
understandable and reasonable, however the idea that a police officer can and shall have the same 24 
power is unconstitutional. 25 
 26 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 27 
If this clause of the Red Flag codes were to be discarded, no officer of a police force can take away any 28 
sort of firearm from a citizen. If someone were to be petitioned to have their right to arms removed for 29 
reasons such as medical or mental health 30 
 problems, if and only if the petition has undeniable evidence of this right. Felons and other criminals, 31 
as stated by criminal law, have abdicated their rights to weaponry of any kind and would not be 32 
included in this decision. In addition to this bill, petitioners can state if any additional action needs to 33 
be put in place regarding any mental health institutions. 34 
  35 
SECTION III: FUNDING 36 
There would be no change in the economic stature of the state(s) included in this bill. The officers have 37 
a steady paycheck already, and the idea that those who succeed in their petitions of removal would 38 
eventually make a totalitarian style removal on a scale the world has yet to see. The Red Flag codes just 39 
give an unconstitutional power. 40 
 41 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 42 
If anyone were to break this bill, then the state judiciary system would have to rule that that individual 43 
be charged with theft. The infringement of this right would be on the same level as stealing someone’s 44 
belongings on a regular basis. The normal amount of time someone goes to prison for stealing 45 
someone’s firearm is 1-5 years, meaning any person who transgresses on this right would be charged 46 
with this same form of punishment. 47 

48 

79



 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 149 2 
Aiden Watson   C.E. Byrd High School 3 
Cason  Hughes 4 
 5 
TITLE: Homework- Resource Not A Necessity 6 
  7 
 8 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 9 
The effect this bill will have is that it will help towards students mental health while also giving them 10 
more time towards other life activities. Students are often perceived to have school work at the 11 
 top of their priority list yet it is not always so, while school is a very big deal, some kids have other 12 
things that they are working towards for life. 13 
  14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
The Louisiana Department of Education would put a restriction on necessity for graded homework. This 17 
law would take place immediately starting the next school year. 18 
 19 
SECTION III: FUNDING 20 
This bill adds no extra cost, no extra funding or tax will be needed for this bill to take effect. 21 
  22 
 23 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 24 
If teachers are caught assigning homework (that isn't for bonus) they would have to give the grade back 25 
that student formerly had. If this happens again, the teacher’s position will be questioned 26 
 by the school board.27 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 150 2 
Lola Avery   St. Joseph's Academy  3 
Margaret  Johnson 4 
 5 
TITLE: Get Away with Murder: Limiting Time on Death Row 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
In Louisiana, the average amount of time an inmate will spend on death row, waiting to die, is 17.6 9 
years after having been sentenced. More than half of these years are spent in primarily, solitary 10 
confinement, with prisoners being excluded from education and employment programs, restricted from 11 
exercise and visitation rights, and subject to extreme mental health disorders. As well as wreak havoc 12 
on the, already disturbed, mental state of some of the death row prisoners, studies suggest that it 13 
costs the state of Louisiana at least $15 million to sustain the capital punishment system per year, 14 
even though the state has not performed an execution since 2010. In some states, the cost of 15 
sustaining the death penalty, per inmate, is three times higher than the proposed cost to imprison them 16 
in a maximum-security prison for 40 years. After many failed legislations attempts, the most recent 17 
attempt at abolishing Capital Punishment having failed in April of 2022, the death penalty remains 18 
active in Louisiana, regardless of its inhumane practices and expensive costs. By implementing a limit on 19 
the amount of time inmates will be forced to await their execution, without any knowledge of whether 20 
or not they will face execution in the coming weeks, the state of Louisiana can begin more ethical 21 
practices regarding the provision of justice. This bill seeks to limit the number of years an inmate will 22 
spend on death row, and then enter those inmates into a maximum-security prison for the remainder of 23 
their life. The cost of the death penalty in Louisiana is outrageous and limiting the number of years one 24 
can spend on death row will reduce government spending while still penalizing those who have 25 
committed inhumane felonies.   26 
 27 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 28 
This bill will limit the amount of time one can remain on death row, simply awaiting execution. In order 29 
for this bill to be implemented, legislation must be passed by this, Louisiana Congress, limiting the 30 
number of years one can spend on death row to 20 years. Should this bill be passed, it shall take place 31 
beginning in January 2024. This additional year shall allow time for any and all prisoners having sat on 32 
death row for upwards of 20 years to be transferred to the Louisiana State Penitentiary, a maximum-33 
security prison in Angola, Louisiana.   34 
A common delay in the Capital Punishment system is the appeals process. Often times, death sentences 35 
are appealed by the defendant, and there are several grounds, and two different appeals processes, 36 
through a which a case may be reconsidered. A direct appeal, an appeal opportunity given to someone 37 
sentenced to death, has three levels: Trial Court, State Appellate Court, and United State Supreme 38 
Court. A direct appeal is made to the state's highest court but is limited to issues from the trial itself. 39 
State Post-Convictions are appeals, first filed with the original trial judge, that can raise issues such as 40 
ineffective assistance of counsel, juror misconduct, Brady violations, etc. With State Post-Convictions 41 
come strict timelines that must be followed, otherwise a defendant's appeal process may end. Should 42 
the defendant choose to appeal to the Unites States Supreme Court, they may file a writ of certiorari, 43 
and should the writ be denied, the defendant has exhausted all of their options. At this point, the 44 
verdict remains, and the twenty-years before the defendant is removed from death row will begin once 45 
they have been entered into the detention facility. The inmate will remain on death row until the first of 46 
two circumstances: an execution has occurred, or the inmate has served twenty-years after their 47 
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appeals process was completed. At this point, the inmate shall be transferred to the Louisiana State 1 
Penitentiary, if they have not already been detained there. The inmate will be held to the restraints and 2 
standards of a maximum-security inmate, while observing the same surveillance as well.   3 
 4 
SECTION III: FUNDING 5 
In order to implement this bill, no fees no additional taxes shall be imposed upon the residents of 6 
Louisiana. This bill, regarding the term limit of death row inmates, will save the state of Louisiana 7 
money, seeing as it can cost the state up to three times the cost of a maximum-security inmate for 8 
every death row inmate. The average cost per maximum-security inmate in Louisiana, based on a study 9 
from 2015, is just over $16,000, and over $50,000 per death row inmate. Even though Louisiana has 10 
not conducted an execution since 2010, Louisiana invests $15.6 million into the system every year. As 11 
the number of death row inmates fluctuates, the difference in cost between those inmates transferred 12 
to a maximum-security prison from the average cost of those inmates during their term on death row 13 
shall be administered to the Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections to be used as the 14 
department sees fit. This legislation recommends that the funds be used to establish and enhance 15 
behavioral correction programs, mental stability training, etc.  16 
 17 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 18 
Should an inmate be forced to serve on death row for a time longer than twenty years, the prison 19 
facility shall be fined $16,000 for each additional year served by an inmate, and these funds shall be 20 
administered to the Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections to be used as the 21 
department sees fit. 22 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 151 2 
Andrew  Sharp   Captain Shreve High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Labor for Criminals in the State of Louisiana. 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
This bill will provide current prisoners an opportunity to work instead of facing minimal sentences. 8 
Prisoners sentenced for lower level crimes will be given probation as well as mandatory community 9 
service. Allowing criminals to work instead of facing short jail time, such as monthly sentences, will 10 
allow prisons to save money and eliminate the issue of overcrowding. Also, allowing prisoners to work 11 
will positively impact various issues in Louisiana such as pollution, littering, and many other public 12 
issues. Crimes such as minor drug possession, minor simple assault or battery, petty theft, and 13 
vandalism are smaller crimes that criminals should be offered this alternative to short sentencing.  14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
If this bill is passed, it will enter effect on January 1st, 2024. Once passed, I believe an organization 17 
would need to be created to direct the work in the program. This work includes things like picking up 18 
trash in public areas, planting trees, as well as working at places such as homeless shelters and dog 19 
pounds.  Community service leaders could lend a hand in directing these work operations. Also, 20 
probation and parole officers will constantly monitor criminals accepted to do this work instead of 21 
serving time. The amount of work sentenced to a criminal varies depending on the crime, such as 22 
someone who has a traffic violation would work days, whereas someone who speeds to elude police or 23 
distributes to someone under 21 would have weeks and possibly a month of service time.  24 
  25 
 26 
SECTION III: FUNDING 27 
Costs cut from prisons as well as portions of prison and police budget can be applied to this program to 28 
allow these service projects to be carried out. The main needs for money in this program would be 29 
transportation to and from work sites, as well as possible tools or devices needed to carry out the 30 
work. Somewhere between 5-10 million dollars a year would be needed to pay those directing work 31 
operations, transportation needs, and any other excess funds.  32 
  33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
 Those who join the program and do not do the required work should be promptly removed from the 36 
program, as well as be sent to the correction facility to serve minor time. This program is meant to 37 
provide an alternative to minor sentencing, as well as improve the decreasing natural state of Louisiana.  38 
 39 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 152 2 
Loralei Robinson   St. Joseph's Academy 3 
Gabrielle   Perrault 4 
 5 
TITLE: Limit Sentences for Nonviolent Crimes 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
According to statistics from June of 2022, with around 27,074 current inmates, Louisiana's 9 
incarceration rate is almost double the incarceration rate of the whole United States. More than half of 10 
Louisiana's current inmates are incarcerated for nonviolent crimes, and 19.2% are convicted of drug 11 
offenses. Limiting sentences for nonviolent crimes would reduce prison overcrowding. Louisiana, on 12 
average, spends 30,168 dollars per inmate annually. By limiting sentences for nonviolent crimes, 13 
Louisiana would actively be reducing the costs of maintaining its prisons.  14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
Sentences for nonviolent crimes in Louisiana should have limits. Nonviolent crimes with major effects to 17 
victims should be sentenced with prison time not exceeding 5 years without fines or hard labor. 18 
Nonviolent crimes with minimal effects to victims should be sentenced with community service hours 19 
not exceeding 32 hours for first time offenders and 240 hours for repeat for repeat offenders. Current 20 
inmates sentenced with nonviolent crimes with major effects towards victims should be released if they 21 
have served 5 years or more. If not, those current inmates should serve out the finishing 5 years. 22 
Current inmates sentenced with nonviolent crimes with minimal effects towards victims and have served 23 
5 years should be released. If not, current inmates should complete 32 hours of community service. 24 
Inmates being charged with drug crimes should be required to go to rehab for 3 months. At the rehab 25 
facility they would be required to check in with an officer. If absences occur, they will be required to 26 
serve 10 hours of community service per absence. If 5 or more absences occur, two weeks will be added 27 
to the 3-month rehab sentence. Bad behavior can also increase sentences by two weeks. Current 28 
inmates charged with drug crimes should be sentenced to 3 months of rehab. At the rehab facility, they 29 
would be required to check in with an officer. If absences occur, they will be required to serve 20 hours 30 
of community service. If 5 or more absences occur, two weeks will be added to the 3-month rehab 31 
sentence. Bad behaviour can also increase sentences by two weeks.  32 
 33 
SECTION III: FUNDING 34 
No funding is needed for this bill.  35 
 36 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 37 
This bill has no applicable penalties. 38 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 153 2 
Sophia Edwards   St. Joseph's Academy  3 
 4 
TITLE: Prohibit Prohibiting 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
It has become apparent in our society that prejudices are becoming increasingly visible, even within our 8 
legislation. There have been teachers in Louisiana that have refused to teach students material because 9 
of their mentions of non-heterosexuality or even refuse to teach something because what they are 10 
teaching has unspoken links to the LGBTQIA+ community. Denying students the ability to learn about 11 
integral historical events, classic books, or even some mathematical theories will create an irreparable 12 
rift in their education. Schools in Louisiana are required to teach a comprehensive United States History 13 
class in which historical events and figures affiliated with the LGBTQIA+ community would be 14 
mentioned, which would include mention of late President James Buchanan, the Harlem Renaissance, the 15 
Holocaust, late President Harry S. Truman’s Immigration Act, Oscar Wilde, and the Stonewall Riots. Only 16 
20% of students say that they were taught positive representations of LGBTQIA+ people, history, or 17 
events in their classes. More than half of students say they had no access to LGBTQIA+ - related topics 18 
in their school library, through the internet on school computers, or in their textbooks. 25.9% of 19 
students say that their administration was very or somewhat unsupportive of LGBTQIA+ students. Many 20 
students do not feel comfortable talking to a teacher, counselor, faculty member, and/or other students 21 
about LGBTQIA+ topics. Students must feel a sense of safety in the classroom in order for it to be a 22 
healthy learning environment. Validation of teachers and space to develop inquiry into their own 23 
identities is critical to their social development and learning. To be comfortable in a classroom setting is 24 
asking for the bare minimum from our schools.  25 
 26 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 27 
This bill will prohibit schools from prohibiting material taught in educational facilities due to mention, 28 
affiliation, or allusions to non-heterosexuality and/or non-cisgender identity. Before the school decides 29 
to ban certain material from being taught in that school, a board of volunteers will determine the 30 
reason for the banning of material and if it is in accordance with this bill.  31 
  32 
 Please note that the school will be permitted to continue teaching the intended course material for the 33 
remaining academic school year, and the implementation of the previously prohibited material will be 34 
taken out of the course for the next academic school year.  35 
  36 
 If a teacher wishes to continue to not teach material that was deemed unlawful in accordance with this 37 
bill, they must fill out a form explaining the reasoning behind the wishes to not continue to teach the 38 
material.  39 
 40 
SECTION III: FUNDING 41 
This bill requires no funding.  42 
 43 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 44 
If a school fails to comply with the guidelines of this bill, the institution will be fined $350.00 for every 45 
year the material continues to be not taught for the reasons of mention, affiliation, or allision to non-46 
heterosexuality and/or non-cisgender identity. 47 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 154 2 
William Decuir   Catholic High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Coastal Erosion Stoppage Bill 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
In the state of Louisiana, our coastline is very important for us. It gives us added safety from 8 
hurricanes by being a barrier, it gives many a job to sustain themselves, and it is overall very nice and 9 
pretty. But unfortunately, we are losing it at a very fast rate. While many bills have been in plans or 10 
been in effect, not many are working. But a resolution can be made with nature by making more 11 
spillways close to the marshes. If we were to allow the sediments to flow naturally from the river to 12 
where they want to be, land will eventually start to be gained. If we were to do this, we could see our 13 
state gain back all the land we have lost since we have built the levees. While this may cost a good bit, 14 
if we want to actually do what we have been saying for years, we need to do it now. We cannot just sit 15 
back and lose more land. We need to make more spillways. 16 
 17 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 18 
This bill shall take effect as soon as the river permits us to start building. It will be determined in 19 
special meeting held by state leaders and environmental experts on choosing the best spot that will 20 
help the river and not move as many residents. It shall be made by contractors, and it will be inspected 21 
thoroughly throughout the building stages in order to make sure we spend our money for something 22 
that will last. We will also help affected residents by purchasing their land and helping them get money 23 
to move somewhere else. Once finished, we will workers to do all the things needed to be done to main 24 
operationality. 25 
   26 
  27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
We will need 750,000,000 for the building of the spillway alone. We will take the money from various 30 
taxes, including property and income taxes. We will also likely need more money over time to do repairs 31 
and have workers all the time. 32 
 33 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 34 
None35 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 155 2 
Sofia Leo   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
Meredith  Hill 4 
 5 
TITLE: Drive Wise Act— Increased Penalty For Using a Handheld Mobile Device While Driving 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
 In Baton Rouge, people who are on their cell phone while driving are endangering other drivers. If a 9 
driver is caught driving while using a handheld device, they will be fined $225 instead of being fined the 10 
current fine of $175. If you are caught a second time, you will be fined $550 instead of the current fine 11 
of $500. The study produced by Zutobi, an online driver education resource platform, showed the latest 12 
data released by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in March, 2022. The report ranked 13 
each state from the best to worst. It stated that a total of 166 distracted driving fatalities occurred in 14 
Louisiana in 2020. The state reported 4.86 distracted driving deaths for every 100,000 drivers, and 15 
19.82% of all fatal crashes in the state were caused by distracted driving, resulting in a severity score 16 
of 50.19, the third-worst in the country. We want to create a community where drivers feel safe on the 17 
roads.  18 
 19 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 20 
 In order to implement this bill, police and other law enforcement will need to be informed of the 21 
increase in the fine. This bill will take effect on January 1, 2023. 22 
 23 
SECTION III: FUNDING 24 
No funding is needed for this bill.  25 
 26 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 27 
One will be fined $225 for the first offense and $550 for subsequent offenses.  28 
 29 

83



 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 156 2 
Denton Hester   Captain Shreve High School 3 
Brex  Lopez 4 
 5 
TITLE: Mandatory recycling in the State of Louisiana. 6 
  7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Because Louisiana is directly next to the Gulf of Mexico, both wildlife and human-life are directly 9 
affected by garbage. We can minimize this impact by recycling. By making recycling recyclables 10 
mandatory, we can minimize the amount of garbage that ends up in places it shouldn’t, we can make 11 
Louisiana just as beautiful as it once was. Sources state that recycled steel saves 60% production 12 
energy, recycled newspaper 40%, recycled plastics 70%, and recycled glass 40%. Also, using scrap steel 13 
instead of virgin ore to make new steel takes 40% less water and creates 97% less mining waste. 14 
Therefore, recycling will be healthy for the state of Louisiana. 15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
This Bill would be implemented starting January 1, 2024. For this Bill to be implemented we would first 18 
need it to be passed. For the Bill to take effect it would need to be passed then the facilities would be 19 
built. While the facilities are being built workers are hired for the facilities and to take the garbage 20 
routes. Citizens will bring their recycling to the dump themselves, thus not requiring recycling bins. If 21 
one does wish to acquire a recycling bin, they can personally purchase one. Because people bring their 22 
recycled items directly to the recycling plants, there will be no need for recycling bins, trucks, or 23 
workers other than at facilities. 24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
Funding for this bill will come mainly from a 0.004% income tax. A very small portion of funding will 27 
come from the penalties. Our budget is approximately $500,000,000, leaving about $60,000,000 for 28 
miscellaneous costs. The $500,000,000 budget will cover payment for workers, facilities, and labor 29 
costs. These facilities will cost approximately 1.5 million dollars each, which includes payment for 30 
workers, machinery, and the land itself. Workers will have an annual salary of $50,000 for 31 
approximately 22 workers in each facility. 32 
 33 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 34 
If people leave any items that are able to be recycled in the garbage there will be two warnings, 35 
notifying them that they need to be cautious of the recycling in their garbage. When garbage workers 36 
dump trash into their trucks, they will be instructed to glance over the trash to see if there are a 37 
minimum of five pieces of recyclable material. If there are five or more pieces in the garbage, they will 38 
receive two separate warnings. After the second, there will be a $25 fine for five or more pieces in their 39 
garbage. Garbage workers will keep a record of the warnings given and assure that people are punished 40 
accordingly.41 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 157 2 
Shreya Kamath   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
Sarah  Theriot 4 
 5 
TITLE: Make Personal Finance Courses a Graduation Requirement in Public Schools 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
The purpose of this bill is to make personal finance courses a graduation requirement for public schools 9 
in Louisiana. This will be a semester-long course taken during a student’s senior year and will help 10 
prepare them for dealing with finance during college and afterward. This course will focus on money 11 
management essentials like opening and maintaining bank accounts, how to save and budget money, 12 
and how to complete loan applications. In addition, it will teach students about leases for renting 13 
apartments and mortgages when they buy homes. It will also teach them about taxes and how to file 14 
them as well as how interest rates and inflation works. According to Forbes, this type of course has 15 
already been required in seven states (Alabama, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, 16 
and Virginia) and is currently being implemented in Iowa. Four states (Florida, Nebraska, Ohio, and 17 
Rhode Island) are preparing to implement this requirement in the near future.  18 
 19 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 20 
If passed, the personal finance course will start in the 2024-2025 school year. 21 
 22 
SECTION III: FUNDING 23 
The school will need to hire a part-time teacher for this course if their current teachers do not have the 24 
room to teach this course. Since the teacher will be part-time, there will be no need for additional 25 
funding because the school’s budget should be able to cover payroll for the additional teacher. 26 
  27 
 28 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 29 
The penalty for refusing to implement the personal finance course will be the same as if a school 30 
refuses to add another graduation requirement course.  31 
 32 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 158 2 
Kamar Hachem   Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 3 
 4 
TITLE: Hanging on to a Thread: Creole French 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
You eat gumbo and red beans & rice. You go to parades and listen to jazz music. You enjoy Louisiana's 8 
lively culture. Hence, you might feel that this representation of Louisiana culture is sufficient. However, 9 
something is missing: the LANGUAGE. Who were the people that invented these things? The Creole 10 
French. Back in the 18th century, the term Louisiana Creole meant anyone who was native to Louisiana, 11 
French-speaking, and Catholic. It is these people who contributed to the rich culture that we see in 12 
Louisiana today. It was the Creole language that connected people from different ethnic backgrounds to 13 
communicate. However, the percentage of French speakers in Louisiana dropped from 30% in the 1960s 14 
to less than 3% in 2010. Kids used to get spanked in the 1920s for speaking French, their own native 15 
language. It used to be illegal to speak anything but English in Louisiana schools, but is that really who 16 
we were? Just a bunch of English people with English roots? Actually, the Creoles had been here before 17 
Napoleon sold Louisiana to the United States. They are what made Louisiana stand out from the rest of 18 
the states. It is no coincidence that our state is the only one in the nation that celebrates Mardi Gras. 19 
How can you walk in the city and enjoy New Orleans culture without even caring about keeping that 20 
culture alive? Language is just as important as the food. We cannot cherry-pick what we want to keep. 21 
To make it worse, some schools do not have French education implemented. According to data, there 22 
are not enough students who are interested in learning the language, so teachers are not really needed. 23 
Only 5,500 students are enrolled in French Immersion programs throughout Louisiana. They are forced 24 
to take Louisiana history in 8th grade but cannot learn basic words that our people used to use 25 
frequently.  A lot of the street names we have “Bourbon, Belle, LaPlace” etc have French roots, but 26 
barely anyone acknowledges them. It is time we start holding on to this thin piece of thread instead of 27 
letting it slowly break away. 28 
  29 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 30 
Every Louisiana student in middle school (usually in 8th grade) takes a year-long Louisiana history class 31 
as part of the curriculum to graduate. That class already contains Colonial French Louisiana in its 32 
curriculum; however, students are not required to learn the meaning of basic French words and their 33 
significance. In addition to that class, they would be required to learn some basic French grammar and 34 
vocabulary. It will not be an intense course, but they will learn enough to understand a little bit of the 35 
French language that is present throughout Louisiana. They would be able to recognize French words in 36 
street signs, food, and places with numbers and the alphabet being taught first. 37 
 For example: 38 
 “LaPlace” means the place 39 
 “Point Aux Chenes means Oak Point” 40 
 “Cher means sweetheart” 41 
 “jambalaya” is a shortened version of “jambon à la yaya”, meaning "ham with rice" 42 
  43 
 This will not be a separate course or require any additional school time; rather, it will be incorporated 44 
into the Louisiana history class in 8th grade. Since some Louisiana schools do not have French teachers, 45 
a certified French teacher is not required for this as only basic phrases and words will be taught. 46 
However, the history teacher must look over what is going to be taught the same way they prepare to 47 

 

 

teach other curriculums before the start of the school year begins. Because the curriculum is very basic, 1 
the pronunciation of words can be obtained easily through a google search and can be played for the 2 
class. 3 
 However, if there is a French teacher at the school present, that person will teach the French language 4 
part of the curriculum to help students pronounce things correctly. Either way, the main point of this is 5 
to recognize the words and their meanings; pronunciation is less important. 6 
  7 
 Additionally, the students will be required to complete a project at the end of the year with the French 8 
words, names, and places that they learned and the role they play in Louisiana's history and culture. 9 
Whatever they learn in this extra-curriculum will NOT be present on the LEAP exams at the end of the 10 
year. This bill will go into effect after the year it is approved. 11 
  12 
 13 
SECTION III: FUNDING 14 
School districts get the majority of their funding from local property and income taxes; however, they 15 
also rely on federal funding. Since teachers will be given online handbooks of the additional mini-course, 16 
no funding will be required to give textbooks out. However, if a teacher wants to print papers and 17 
provide other materials for his or her students and needs extra money to do so, the school district can 18 
request federal government grants if they do not have extra money from taxes. It is unlikely that they 19 
would need a lot of extra money given that this course is simple. 20 
  21 
 22 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 23 
Failure for any school district to implement this would result in a fine of $2,000 per year. 24 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 159 2 
Sumaiyya  Baig    Haynes Academy For Advanced Studies  3 
 4 
TITLE: Teacher Education  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
This bill addresses how some teachers are uneducated on things that offend a certain race, religion, 8 
ethnicity, etc. Teachers are here to teach kids in order to give them an education for a civilized life, but 9 
what if a teacher makes a microaggression towards one of their students? This bill mitigates this 10 
problem by educating teachers as to what is right and wrong. Teachers must be educated on racism, 11 
homophobia, islamophobia, etc. A teacher shouldn’t be making microaggressions towards a student 12 
because their job is to teach and not to say something offensive that can affect that student in a 13 
negative manner. Teachers are using their authority to spread misconceptions to kids recently. In recent 14 
days, about 77% of teachers are implicitly racially biased towards students. In order to mitigate this 15 
issue, teachers should be educated on racism, homophobia, and many more things that can make 16 
students feel offended or wronged.  17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
In order for this bill to be taken into effect, teachers need to be confronted on the behavior they have 20 
towards students and initiate if they need to be educated on the rights and wrongs of offending a 21 
student. If a teacher makes a racist remark to a student, the student can report it to the counselor and 22 
the teacher would get a warning. If the teacher makes another remark without learning their lesson, 23 
they are put into an education system where they are educated on racism, homophobia, etc. They would 24 
also have to pay an additional $50 for every class they are sentenced to take by the government. The 25 
law would take place towards the end of the year. Since microaggressions and things such as 26 
homophobia and racism are normalized in Louisiana, the bill would be implemented as soon as it’s 27 
accepted. In Louisiana, teachers are unintentionally or intentionally saying offensive things that can 28 
really affect students, so we should be able to mitigate this with this bill.  29 
 30 
SECTION III: FUNDING 31 
In order for this bill to be implemented, it needs about $10,000 to find teachers who can teach 32 
uneducated teachers and for a place where they can be educated on important topics, such as racism, 33 
homophobia, islamophobia, etc. This money will come from the government. The money will also come 34 
from the fees being given with breaking this law.   35 
 36 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 37 
The consequences of making offensive comments to a student is a learning opportunity the first time it 38 
happens, but if it happens multiple times, the person would get put into an education where the person 39 
is  educated about racism, homophobia, etc. With being put into this education, the fee is to pay $50 40 
dollars for every day you are sentenced to be taught. 41 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 160 2 
Grace Johnson   Captain Shreve High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Teens and Children should have more readily available Psychologists and Therapists 5 
  6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Around the world, around two-thirds of people with a mental disorder go untreated. Untreated mental 8 
health conditions can result in unnecessary disability, unemployment, substance abuse, homelessness, 9 
inappropriate incarceration, suicide, and poor quality of life. If Teens and Children have more readily 10 
available psychologists and therapists it can help to lower the rate of untreated/undiagnosed, which will 11 
therefore help to lower the suicide rates and improve the quality of life for many. 12 
  13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
In order for this bill to be able to take effect an increase in mental health professionals would be 16 
needed. This law would take place after more mental health professionals are found. This law would be 17 
implemented by giving each and every Teen and/or Child a chance to see a psychologist.  18 
  19 
 20 
SECTION III: FUNDING 21 
The overall cost varies, but most psychologists and therapists cost around $60-100+ per session. The 22 
money for the implications of this bill will come partially from the people and partially from the state. 23 
The people would pay 50% of the needed funds for more psychologists and therapists, and the state 24 
would in turn pay the other 50%.  25 
  26 
 27 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 28 
There shall be no penalties as this is voluntary. 29 
  30 
 31 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 161 2 
Ava DeVillier   Lafayette High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Sex Education Reform 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
The students of Lafayette Parish schools have the option to take a one week course where they  8 
 primarily receive knowledge centered around the inner workings of their sex organs. While said 9 
knowlege is fundamental to the complete comprehension of sexual reproduction, this information could 10 
be condensed into one class session rather than the whole week of the class. The remainder of the time 11 
should be used to teach about the importance of consent, protection, contraception, pregnancy with 12 
personal illness, etc.  13 
  14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
The implementation of sexual consent, protection, contraception, and pregnancy with personal illness is 17 
extremely crucial in the sense that these elements are at a low in todays society. This additional 18 
knowledge could make a major and impactful difference in the course of somebody's life. Males shall 19 
learn the proper protection to use in order to prevent pregnancy in their sexual partners. They shall 20 
also learn how to receive and ask for consent, regardless of the females willingness to bear a child. 21 
Females shall learn what to do in sexually abusive settings and situations. They shall also be taught the 22 
different types of contraception ass well as the possible illness, whether mental or physical, that they 23 
could pass onto their offspring, if they so wish to have any. Either of these genders shall learn the risks 24 
of STI’s and teenage pregnancy, since, in fact, Louisiana has some of the highest rates of such in the 25 
country.  26 
 27 
SECTION III: FUNDING 28 
Due to the fact that these are new areas of sex ed being taught, the state may require professionals 29 
with these areas of expertise. I believe that this education should remain free of charge to the target 30 
age group of grades 7-12. This is one of the main appeals in the sense of it already being free, there is 31 
little reason, other than belief, to avoid taking this one week class. A slight tax raise may be necessary 32 
to acquire the appropriate funds in order to hire these professionals.  33 
  34 
 35 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 36 
There is no applicable punishment for not abiding by what has been stated in this bill. 37 
 38 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 162 2 
Brooke Richards   Mandeville High School 3 
Abby   Dennison 4 
 5 
TITLE:  Require schools to instruct reformed sex education  6 
  7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Sex Education is not a required part of education in the state of Louisiana. When it is taught, it can be 9 
ineffective due to the outdated regulations it is subjected to follow. As many as 84% of parents in 10 
Louisiana believe sex education is an important part of school curriculum. Louisiana sex education 11 
needs serious improvement. In 2018, Louisiana ranked 3rd for the highest teen birth rate. Despite the 12 
high birth rate, Louisiana over the years has decreased unwanted pregnancy and STD rates; however, 13 
enacting and enforcing an effective curriculum is critical to continue this downward trend.  14 
  15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
If Sex Education is not already taught in a school, it will be implemented in the required health or 17 
science education curriculum. This reform, and required curriculum, will newly enforce: consent 18 
education, addiction, safe sex practices for the LQBT+ community, instruction of STD and HIV 19 
prevention, and mention local resources where students can further educate and improve sexual health. 20 
Schools will also be allowed to distribute safe,non-abortive, over-the-counter contraceptives. (Ex: 21 
condoms)  22 
  23 
SECTION III: FUNDING 24 
The Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education will be required to allocate funding 25 
for instruction materials that align with the new curriculum. Any additional funding can come from other 26 
government grants such as the Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program (TPP), an evidence based program 27 
that aims to reduce teen pregnancy, or the State Personal Responsibility Education 28 
Program(PREP)Which gives grants to state agencies to educate youth on abstinence and contraception 29 
to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections 30 
  31 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 32 
Punishment for teachers and schools that refuse to follow the updated curriculum will be decided by the 33 
school board of that parish. 34 
  35 
  36 
 37 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 163 2 
Sheridyn  Carr   St. Joseph's Academy  3 
Brinkley  Bennet 4 
 5 
TITLE: Federally Fund School Supplies  6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
School is stressful enough for students, what about teachers?  Should teachers have to worry about 9 
their student’s needs or the amount of money they have for the month? A study conducted in 2006 10 
shows that 90.4% of teachers in Louisiana spend $371 on average for school supplies and décor out of 11 
pocket. Sixteen years later, the amount has gone up. Teachers do not have enough resources to spend 12 
money out of pocket for school supplies and their classroom décor. We all know at least one teacher 13 
who said, “I pay for everything out of pocket.”  14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
In this bill, teachers will have access to resources, and they will also get the support that they always 17 
needed. Teachers will not have to worry if they can get the right supplies they need or how much 18 
something would cost. This dream can be a reality if we, as a community, work together to bring this to 19 
life. We can give back to teachers who spend their time and patience teaching and spending their hard-20 
earned money on their lovely students. If this bill passes, teachers will get the supplies by the amount 21 
of money given to the school, which will make it much easier for teachers to get what they need for 22 
school.  23 
 24 
SECTION III: FUNDING 25 
The funding of this bill will come from a Federal Grant.  If not, we will add a tax of 0.5% on a tax from 26 
Video Game Poker. The money will go directly to the schools, the amount will be determined by the 27 
number of teachers in the school. The money will go to the teachers’ classroom needs, like school 28 
supplies and classroom décor. The money left over will to the teachers’ other needs like classroom 29 
décor. If there is any money left over, it will be returned to Video Game Poker  30 
 31 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 32 
There are no penalties for this bill. 33 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 164 2 
Bella  Toups   Haynes Academy 3 
TITLE: Reform Restrictions Involving the Catching of Speckled Trout 4 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 5 
Cynoscion nebulosus, also known as speckled trout or spotted sea trout, is an extremely popular 6 
saltwater fish thought the state of Louisiana. Not only are they coveted by southern and southeastern 7 
Louisiana restaurants; they are the aim of most recreational fishermen in the high seasons of April 8 
through November. Speckled trout are unlike other common saltwater fish in Louisiana because they are 9 
suffering from severe overfishing coupled with overall habitat changes. These extreme issues cause an 10 
unhealthy and rapid decline in population. When conducting the 2021 stock assessment, the Louisiana 11 
Wildlife and Fisheries Department found that speckled trout have been suffering from overfishing since 12 
2016.We can see the results of overfishing because when too many fish are removed the population 13 
cannot replenish itself. Overfishing is not a new topic when it comes to speckled trout; in fact, 14 
overfishing has been allowed and even supported by the state of Louisiana. 15 
 As a result of biological and technical data, Louisiana revised statute 56:325.1, otherwise known as 16 
“Size and possession limits; recreational saltwater finfish; penalties” under Title 56 Wildlife and 17 
Fisheries. Regarding Spotted Sea trout this legislature states (1) the legal take, daily bag, and 18 
possession limits are 25 fish daily, and (2) the legal size, daily bag, and possession limits are that the 19 
minimum size for spotted sea trout is twelve inches total length when measured with the mouth closed. 20 
Biologically these fish do not grow to 12 inches until about 1 year of age, and they do not reproduce 21 
until about 1 to 2 years of age. Considering these conditions, in October of 2022 the Louisiana Wildlife 22 
and Fisheries Commission adopted a notice of intent to increase the minimum size limit and to decrease 23 
the daily bag limit. However, since the notice of intent was proposed, no action has been taken to 24 
change the current law. The speckled trout of Louisiana need a daily catch and size limit that will allow 25 
them to reproduce sustainably. To better accomplish this there should be a take limit of 5 fish per day 26 
and a size limit of no smaller than 15 inches and no larger than 20 inches. This bill aims to allow the 27 
aforementioned sea trout to be able to live and thrive in their own environment again. 28 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 29 
The current law regarding speckled sea trout states (1) the legal take, daily bag, and possession limits 30 
are 25 fish daily, and (2) the legal size, daily bag, and possession limits are that the minimum size for 31 
spotted sea trout is twelve inches total length when measured with the mouth closed. If passed, this bill 32 
will change the requirements to (1) the legal take, daily bag, and possession limits are 5 fish daily, and 33 
(2) the legal size, daily bag, and possession limits are between 15 and 20 inches. This will go into effect 34 
in one month. During this month establishments that sell fishing licenses will inform all customers 35 
hoping to purchase a new license of this new law. All boat launches, bait shops, and marinas will 36 
communicate the news of this new law to fishermen who visit or receive services. Along with this the 37 
Wildlife and Fisheries Department will inform all prospective fishermen on their website and in person. 38 
Once this month is over the Wildlife and Fisheries Department will be enforcing the new legislature. 39 
SECTION III: FUNDING 40 
There is no funding required for this bill. 41 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 42 
If a recreational fisherman is found to violate the requirements regarding speckled sea trout that (1) the 43 
legal take, daily bag, and possession limits are 5 fish daily, and (2) the legal size, daily bag, and 44 
possession limits are 15 to 20 inches, they shall be punishable by a fine of seventy-five dollars per fish 45 
under 15 inches or over 20 inches in total length or higher than the limit of 5 fish per day. Once a 46 
fisherman is caught and fined 2 times their fishing license will be revoked.47 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 165 2 
Allison  Riley   St. Joseph's Academy  3 
Hayley  Cavalier 4 
 5 
TITLE: Create Income-based Fines 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
In 2020, the median household income in Louisiana was $50,800. The average income per capita was, 9 
however, $29,522. That is only $11,212 above the 2022 federal poverty line.  According to census.gov, 10 
the poverty line for a family of 2 is $18,310 and $26,500 for a family of 4. The fines in Louisiana are 11 
fixed towards the average citizen, but the citizens who are either below or above average receive the 12 
same exact fines. Even though it is the same fine, it has many different effects on low, average, or high-13 
income families. In fact, 19.6% of Louisiana’s citizens are in poverty just trying to provide their families 14 
with the low income they receive. These fines add to the struggle they already face, and this needs to 15 
stop. The revised statute title 14 lists all actions considered criminal offenses, and the offenses that 16 
include fines. The punishment or fine the offender receives should fit the offense for that specific 17 
person. Because of income inequality, it makes more sense for offenders to have fines that correlate to 18 
their wealth.  19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
The purpose of this bill would be to hold the citizens of Louisiana more accountable for their fines and 22 
penalties by making all fines for laws listed under Revised Statute Title 14 relative to the individual’s 23 
federal taxable income bracket for the year the crime was committed. In addition, all fines for laws 24 
listed under Revised Statute Title 14 assigned to a person who lies below the federal poverty line will 25 
be transferred into an appropriate and proportional time of community service to the law the individual 26 
is convicted of. Furthermore, any person whose taxable income is above the federal poverty line must 27 
pay a minimum fine, which is relative to the current fines set for that penalty and must be regulated. 28 
Any person whose income for the year the crime was committed is below the average income for that 29 
year will have a proportional decrease in their fine. In addition, any person whose income for the year 30 
the offense was committed is above the average income for that year will have a proportional increase 31 
in the price of their fine. Any person whose income for the year the offense was committed is in the 32 
average income range for that year will be incurred a baseline fine. Once the income exceeds five times 33 
the average income for that year, they will receive a fine of no more than five times the baseline fine.   34 
 35 
SECTION III: FUNDING 36 
No funding required.   37 
 38 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 39 
United States Court Judges are subject to the Code of Conduct for United States Judges. 40 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 166 2 
Grace Buras   St. Joseph's Academy  3 
 4 
TITLE: Simplify Voting  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Voting dates and locations in Louisiana are too difficult to find. People can spend hours on the internet 8 
trying to find where and when voting takes place. Major elections are publicized everywhere, while the 9 
smaller elections that affect taxpayers and commuters are rarely, if ever, announced. It creates a biased 10 
vote if time and locations for votes are released in closed locations. Only certain groups of people 11 
would be able to see the dates and times, meaning they would be the majority of people voting. It 12 
makes it all too easy to influence the outcome of the vote.  13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
Voting dates and locations should be open to everyone and easy to locate. The best way for all people 16 
around the state to be aware of voting is if the state makes a public website where information for 17 
voting can be found and also if there were announcements on bulletin boards in public shopping areas 18 
and hangouts that would be clearly visible.   19 
 20 
SECTION III: FUNDING 21 
The funding for this bill would come from the HAVA Election Security Funds. This funding provides 22 
states with additional resources to secure and improve election systems.  23 
 24 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 25 
If there is failure to provide updated information for elections, the hired employee is to be dismissed 26 
and a new employee installed.  27 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 167 2 
Ella Chapman   Episcopal School of Baton Rouge 3 
John Luke  Boagni 4 
 5 
TITLE: Mandatory Clerk for Special Education Teachers in Public Schools 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Special education teachers devote time and effort to educating kids with mental or physical learning 9 
disabilities. On top of developing specialized lesson plans unique to the group of students that they 10 
teach, these teachers are often burdened with strenuous paperwork regarding their positions. With a 11 
short staff and multiple students per class, these teachers have little time to devote to a large number 12 
of secretarial tasks and paperwork required of them. Under Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students with 13 
Exceptionalities, each special education student has an Individualized Education Program (IEP) through 14 
which they set goals and plans for how they will reach these goals. Sometimes these progress reports 15 
can reach up to 25 to 30 pages, and they must be replaced once the student reaches that goal. These 16 
programs require special education teachers to constantly communicate with their students' families to 17 
monitor each child's academic and functional progress. Additionally, special education teachers must 18 
collaborate with service providers to establish specialized services and ensure that targeted skills are 19 
supported throughout all the environments these students will encounter throughout their school day. 20 
Therefore, the amount of work required for them in terms of classwork, education, and management 21 
does not give them sufficient time to complete all of the requirements of the IEP process to the best of 22 
their ability.  23 
 24 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 25 
This bill will propose the addition of clerks to support special education teachers through the 26 
Individualized Education Program process. These clerks will be responsible for managing this program's 27 
secretarial work and paperwork. Some of these responsibilities will include setting up progress check 28 
meetings with parents and other IEP team members, communicating with the IEP facilitators assigned to 29 
each school, and filling out the paperwork required for the goal-based portion of this program. This bill 30 
entails adding another member to the IEP team that already consists of the parents, students, general 31 
education teachers, special education teachers, and other administrators. To ensure that the public 32 
schools fill this new position with qualified individuals, this bill will require that the local education 33 
agency in which the student resides will check up on implementing these clerk positions once every four 34 
months. Furthermore, the clerks will be required to have finished either a high school or college level of 35 
education, and they will be subject to a detailed interview process carried out by each school.  36 
 37 
SECTION III: FUNDING 38 
There will be a 2.5 percent increase in the state property tax to fund this bill. The funding from this tax 39 
will pay these hired clerks a manageable salary of $30,240 per year that they are employed. These 40 
clerks will receive a starting salary of $21/hour. 41 
   42 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 43 
If public schools across the state do not implement the requirements of this bill within six months of 44 
this bill going into effect, the school will receive a $150 fine which doubles per month that the bill is 45 
not followed.  46 
 47 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 168 2 
Ava  Doucet   St. Joseph's Academy 3 
Caroline  Thomas 4 
 5 
TITLE: GIVE BACK TO SMALL BUSINESSES 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
 Small businesses are everywhere with blooming entrepreneurs trying to make their company 9 
successful. Unfortunately, people are more and more drawn to consuming from large companies, 10 
therefore not buying from smaller businesses . Because of the pandemic, many small businesses had to 11 
close down. A small business that was a local favorite in Baton Rouge was Poise’n Ivy. Poise’n Ivy was a 12 
women’s boutique that sold casual and special occasion clothes for mature women. The business was 13 
not able to get back on its’ feet after the pandemic when Amazon started to sell more clothes. During 14 
the pandemic, many people started shopping online, which left many of these boutiques struggling to 15 
stay open. If there was a rewards system implemented, people would be more drawn to buying from 16 
small businesses, and helping these people grow their living.  17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
 This Bill will be implemented next billing season in the annual taxes to be paid. It will provide tax 20 
deduction percentage rates based on the amount spent on small businesses. The rates of deduction will 21 
be 7% off the total amount for every $750 spent small businesses. 22 
 23 
SECTION III: FUNDING 24 
 No funding is required for this bill. 25 
 26 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 27 
 There are no penalties.28 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 169 2 
Mia  Carlson   St. Joseph's Academy 3 
Charlotte  Rabb 4 
 5 
TITLE: Helping Healthcare 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Insurance companies in Louisiana don’t provide healthcare for less fortunate citizens who could not buy 9 
lifesaving medicine. Louisiana has the fifth-highest individual health insurance costs and is ranked 50th 10 
in health care in the United States. In 2020 around 8% of Louisiana could not afford healthcare and 11 
that percentage keeps going up. A bottle of insulin that is not covered by insurance can cost about $50 12 
to over $1,000, which is too much for anyone. An average surgery could cost $4,000 to up to 13 
$170,000. People without a stable income will die with these prices.  14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
To help Louisiana, the state government will create a free healthcare organization and clinic to which 17 
citizens can send in an application to join the program. The program will provide free lifesaving 18 
medicine and procedures to the Louisianian who could not pay for it. The application will have questions 19 
about your salary, what medicine or procedure you or whoever would need, who needs it, how many 20 
people will be on the plan are providing for -like children, and the severity. If accepted the citizen is 21 
provided with the medicine and procedure needed to help out, with money provided with state taxes.  22 
 23 
SECTION III: FUNDING 24 
The funding for the free healthcare will be 0.5% added to all excise taxes.  25 
 26 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 27 
No penalty 28 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 170 2 
Lorelei Robinson   St. Joseph's Academy 3 
 4 
TITLE: Build Inflation Relief Program 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
 Louisiana is not accommodating for its growing population and inflation spike. This bill will freeze the 8 
government union budgets to help create a program for those who are suffering from the  growing 9 
population and inflation spikes in our country.  10 
 11 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 12 
The program will start fundraising immediately. When the program gets their budget for the 13 
government, they will then start to accept applications for families in need  and will give help to 14 
Louisiana citizens that have an income of $120,000 or lower. The program’s employers, which will be 15 
chosen by the governor, will determine whether or not the applicants will receive help and how much 16 
help they are eligible to receive based on their income level, age, relationship status, living conditions, 17 
and # of children. 18 
 Government unions  will get a budget that adapts to the rising inflation rates so that they will not have 19 
any problems working their program.   All the extra money that the government unions  would have 20 
gotten  will go to building the inflation relief program to help people who have lower  income salaries.  21 
This bonus for accepted applicants will go out monthly and the amount that the applicant receives will 22 
depend on the information listed above (income level, age, relationship status, living conditions, and # 23 
of children). 24 
  25 
 26 
SECTION III: FUNDING 27 
This bill will get its funding from the new fundraiser program that will be made  in Louisiana and the 28 
budget from the Government and State of Louisiana as well as from fundraising. 29 
 30 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 31 
Because this is a government-run program, there are no penalties.32 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 171 2 
Arun Cacodcar   Episcopal School of Acadiana 3 
 4 
TITLE: The Manufacturing of Coastal Wetlands 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Louisiana currently receives one of the highest annual rainfall per year in the United States. Louisiana 8 
has the highest coastline loss in the United States. Louisiana accounts for 80 percent of the total 9 
shoreline loss in the nation. Currents and drainage often erode the land, which destabilizes the 10 
ecosystems. Erosion has led to the displacement of many homes in Louisiana, and it has become a 11 
prevalent problem. Many protective measures have been placed, but coastline erosion still happens. 12 
Since 1932, Louisiana has lost around 1,900 square miles of the coast. Barrier Islands also protect and 13 
buffer Louisiana, but they have significantly eroded. They are expected to disappear, which will lead to 14 
more erosion. The creation of natural barriers, coastal wetlands, that hold the land in place and act like 15 
buffers is effective. Such coastal wetlands, such as salt marshes, contain plants like needlegrass, which 16 
roots’ stabilize the ground. The implementation and sustainment of such structures can help diminish 17 
the ongoing problem. 18 
  19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
The creation of wetlands on Louisiana’s shoreline, planted with natural vegetation, will be utilized to 22 
prevent erosion.  23 
 24 
SECTION III: FUNDING 25 
Funding will be provided by taxing oil drilling companies’ revenue by 0.09 percent per year. 26 
  27 
 28 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 29 
No penalties are enforced on this bill. 30 
 31 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 172 2 
Perry Joseph   Episcopal School of Acadiana 3 
 4 
TITLE:  Diversion of Unnecessary Educational Capital  (DUEC) 5 
  6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
In Louisiana, around 63% of incoming college students take out a loan of around $21,000 over their 4 8 
years at college. This loan can be extremely difficult to pay back for many students. Though the 9 
unemployment rate may be incredibly low in Louisiana right now (around 3.5%), the unemployment rate 10 
does not include people who are not actively looking for a job. However, around 33% of all college 11 
graduates in the U.S. are not actively using their degree. Of course, college is useful not only for 12 
obtaining jobs, but it also enhances its students’ worldview, which is important in creating educated and 13 
informed citizens. In order to remedy this extreme debt placed on students, while having a strong work 14 
force and producing educated and informed citizens, we should greatly increase the number of 15 
community colleges and trade schools in Louisiana. 16 
  17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
By increasing the number of trade schools and community colleges in Louisiana, many students would 20 
not have to take on nearly as much debt and could most likely work for around the same salaries, while 21 
still possessing an education. This could also give a chance to many people who have given up on 22 
searching for a job an opportunity to receive an education with which they could be employed easier, 23 
meaning they would be able to join the workforce without having to take on the extreme amount of time 24 
to obtain a college degree and not having to repay that debt. It could also be extremely beneficial to the 25 
United States, as an increase in trade schools would boost the United State’s ability to become self-26 
sufficient if necessary, like in the event of a war with a foreign nation. The state of Louisiana would 27 
directly fund and supervise community colleges and trade schools, to ensure that they would be on par 28 
with standards necessary to creating good graduates.  This bill would take effect on January 1, 2023. 29 
After this bill takes effect, Louisiana would equally disperse funds towards community colleges and 30 
trade schools throughout the state according to population and need in each parish and community. 31 
  32 
SECTION III: FUNDING 33 
A vocational school student has to pay a tuition of less than $7,000 to earn a degree, whereas a 34 
college student would have to pay around $50,000 to earn theirs. By diverting around $5,000,000 per 35 
year from schools such as LSU and other flagship schools in Louisiana to community colleges and trade 36 
schools, around 750 new community college students could be given the opportunity to be trained 37 
through the expanding of current community schools and the opening of new ones per year. When these 38 
new students enter the workforce, more tax base would enter into the government, which could provide 39 
more funds to community schools. Flagship schools such as LSU would not suffer from this, however; 40 
LSU has been prone to not using its funding for the best of purposes (such as its 85 million dollar 41 
recreational center). Those schools would simply have to focus more on spending their funding on 42 
actual education as opposed to superfluous expenditures. 43 
  44 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 45 
No penalties apply for this law. 46 
 47 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 173 2 
Adam Gombos   Episcopal School of Acadiana 3 
 4 
TITLE: Increasing the Inspection Frequency of Restaurants to Reduce the Spread of Disease 5 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 6 
According to the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Louisiana is estimated to have roughly 7 
165,000 cases of foodborne illnesses annually. In addition, the department estimates that about 17% 8 
of all meals consumed in Louisiana are consumed in commercial food establishments, such as 9 
restaurants. Given these statistics, it is evident that restaurants can have detrimental health effects on 10 
consumers by spreading diseases. In order to combat the spread of such diseases within such 11 
establishments, the Louisiana Department of Health currently requires all restaurants to have up to 4 12 
inspections annually. To further reduce the spread of disease within restaurants and to improve the 13 
general health of consumers, this bill will require restaurants to undergo and pass inspections on a 14 
more frequent basis. The spread of foodborne disease can be lessened by more regularly examining the 15 
quality of both the kitchen and the inventory of a restaurant. 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
Restaurants in Louisiana will have 6 unannounced inspections yearly. A health inspector will go to every 18 
restaurant to evaluate whether or not the requirements—including a clean kitchen, well-organized 19 
inventory, and a neat eating area— are met. If restaurants do not meet the necessary standards 20 
required by health inspectors, they will be subject to penalties. This bill will be implemented starting 21 
January 1, 2023, which will give restaurants over a month to prepare for their first inspection under 22 
the new regulations. 23 
SECTION III: FUNDING 24 
This bill will require no funding since health inspectors are already on the payroll of the Louisiana state 25 
government. 26 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 27 
Penalties will fall under two categories of violations: severe and non-severe violations. Severe violations 28 
will be those that contribute significantly to the spread of foodborne illness. In contrast, non-severe 29 
violations will be those that are not immensely harmful to consumers and can be resolved in a short 30 
period of time. 31 
If a health inspector determines that a restaurant has committed a non-severe violation, then the 32 
restaurant will be given 2 weeks to correct the violation. After two weeks, the inspector will return, and 33 
if the violation is corrected, the restaurant will not be penalized; however, if the restaurant does not 34 
correct the violation, then it will be given Penalty #1 under the severe violation category. 35 
If a health inspector determines that a restaurant has committed a severe violation then it will be given 36 
up to a severe penalty. A restaurant will be able to receive up to 3 severe penalties.  In addition, a 37 
restaurant will retain its penalties for a period of 5 years. Afterward, the restaurant will lose all of its 38 
penalties. 39 
Penalty #1 - The restaurant will have to give 10% of its revenue from that month to the Health 40 
Department of Louisiana. 41 
Penalty #2 - The restaurant will have to give 15% of its revenue from that month to the Health 42 
Department of Louisiana. 43 
Penalty #3 - The restaurant will have to give 25% of its revenue from that month to the Health 44 
Department of Louisiana.  45 
If a restaurant receives more than three penalties within 5 years, it will be required to shut down. 46 
 47 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 174 2 
Addison Manning   Episcopal School of Acadiana 3 
Siyeon  Joo 4 
TITLE: Be Like Oregon: A Plan to Cut Drug Arrests  5 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 6 
According to the CDC, Louisiana’s drug overdose death rate as of March 2022 is at 42.7 per 100,000, 7 
compared to Oregon, which stands at 18.7 per 100,000. It is clear that measures must be taken to 8 
decrease drug overdose death rates and that may come in the form of preventing drug arrests. 9 
Louisiana’s overwhelmingly severe drug penalty includes days in jail and a small fine, and even a small 10 
possession charge will earn someone a minimum of four years in prison with hard labor and 11 
accompanying fines will also be much higher.  12 
 This is where Oregon comes into play. In November 2020, Oregon voters passed Measure 110, which 13 
decriminalized the possession for personal use of small amounts of all drugs, including cocaine, heroin, 14 
LSD, methamphetamine, and oxycodone and also cut their drug arrest rates in half. The only U.S. state 15 
to have implemented this policy, minor possession in Oregon became a civil infraction. The Oregon 16 
Criminal Justice Commission estimates decriminalization will reduce racial and ethnic disparities in 17 
arrests and convictions. In other words fewer Oregonians will struggle securing jobs, loans, professional 18 
licenses, and other necessities for a successful life. 19 
 Decriminalization means that a once-banned drug is still prohibited by law, but the legal system will no 20 
longer prosecute or criminalize a person for carrying under a certain amount. 21 
 This is not to be confused with legalization, which is defined as a once-banned drug that is made legal 22 
under federal or state law.  23 
 This bill aims to not eliminate serious penalties for personal use or legalize production and sale of 24 
drugs. For instance, manufacturing or distributing heroin is a felony punishable by up to 20 years in 25 
prison and a $100,000 fine, plus twice the amount gained through dealing. But because federal law still 26 
bans possession of all amounts of drugs, the black market remains because producing, selling, and even 27 
possessing drugs remains illegal. 110 was not designed to eliminate the black market; its purpose was 28 
“to stop criminalizing drug use and addiction” and arrest fewer people. 29 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 30 
There is no saying this will completely work in the state of Louisiana, so starting from January 1st 2023 31 
to January 1st 2024 this will be a pilot program across the state. A bill similar to Measure 110 will be 32 
enforced and monitored for any benefits or drawbacks to the state’s arrest rates in regards to drug 33 
usage and overdose rates. If drug arrest rates and death consequently caused by overdose decreases, 34 
the bill will be presumed as effective and will stay implemented as a law. However, if the converse 35 
occurs, the bill will be removed and other opportunities and plans to achieve similar goals for the state 36 
may replace this one.  37 
SECTION III: FUNDING 38 
This bill requires no funding, but instead the money saved from over policing drug crimes will be instead 39 
used as funding for rehabilitation centers and therapies if the pilot program works according to the 40 
plan. A major part of this bill is redirecting funds towards programs that directly help those struggling 41 
with drug and substance abuse instead of imprisoning them.  42 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 43 
Instead of the current, overly harsh penalties enforced by the state government, people found in 44 
possession of an ounce or less of any substance receive a citation and $100 fine, which can be waived 45 
by calling a hotline to screen for substance use disorder.  46 
 47 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 175 2 
Max Ross   Episcopal School of Acadiana 3 
 4 
TITLE: Stopping Literary Censorship in Schools 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
In recent years book banning has risen in popularity and affected students who primarily read books 8 
from school. This practice has also limited the scope of education some teachers can provide, and 9 
unfairly regulates what students can and can not intellectually consume.  10 
 11 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 12 
The purpose of schooling, both public and private, is to educate future generations and to prepare them 13 
to manage the world we leave behind. The life lessons learned through books can not always be easily 14 
taught in the real world, and it is essential that children receive an equal opportunity to any and all 15 
literature, unrestricted by their school or state.  16 
 17 
SECTION III: FUNDING 18 
This bill would cost no money. 19 
 20 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 21 
Schools that maintain book banning will not be eligible for all available funding, and in addition private 22 
schools will be fined. 23 
 24 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 176 2 
Spencer McNeely   Episcopal School of Acadiana 3 
 4 
TITLE: Bringing Power Back to The Parishes 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Since 1936, Louisiana has been the only state in the nation to grant a state-level board the authority 8 
to approve corporate exemptions from local property taxes, without the approval, or even knowledge, 9 
of the local entities paying the cost of those exemptions. This state-level board, the Board of 10 
Commerce and Industry, has granted these corporate exemptions through the industrial tax exemption 11 
program, the largest program of state subsidies to corporations in the nation. The industrial tax 12 
exemption program is Louisiana’s most expensive economic development program, by a significant 13 
margin. In 2017 alone, the program cost $1.9 billion in foregone tax revenue to local taxing bodies. 14 
Under the Board of Commerce and Industry,  the industrial tax exemption program has consistently cost 15 
billions of dollars in property taxes through corporate exemptions, depriving cities, parishes, sheriff's 16 
departments, fire districts, libraries, and parks of billions of funding. This loss of funding and revenue 17 
has kept Louisiana perpetually poor and has prevented the expansion of essential services and 18 
programs within local parishes. Additionally, it has prevented any substantial increase in quality of life 19 
for the majority of Louisianans and has caused Louisiana to be ranked last in the nation for social and 20 
economic outcomes. In 2016, Gov. John Bel Edwards signed an Executive Order giving local school 21 
districts, sheriff departments, parishes, and cities the authority to determine for themselves whether to 22 
approve industrial tax exemptions and on what terms. However, the Executive Order still gives the 23 
Board of Commerce and Industry the authority to approve corporate exemptions. The Executive Order 24 
fails to protect local control over the industrial tax exemption program and continues to deprive local 25 
Louisana parishes of property taxes. This bill calls for the industrial tax exemption program to be 26 
redelegated from the Board of Commerce and Industry to the local parishes of Louisiana.  27 
  28 
 29 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 30 
Under this bill, the industrial tax exemption program will be redelegated from the Board of Commerce 31 
and Industry to the local parishes of Louisiana, allowing each parish to control tax exemptions within 32 
its borders. This will allow for each parish to present tax exemptions as they deem appropriate and 33 
allow for a greater opportunity to control local government revenue and property taxes.  34 
  35 
 36 
SECTION III: FUNDING 37 
No funding will be required for the redelegation of the industrial tax exemption program. Instead, 38 
revenue generated from property taxes after tax exemptions will operate in the same manner as it does 39 
now going toward different programs/services within the parish and to the state of Louisiana itself. 40 
  41 
 42 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 43 
Any violation of this bill will result in state prosecution under existing guidelines for corruption, fraud, 44 
or any illegal business activity. 45 
 46 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 177 2 
AIma Shahid   Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 3 
 4 
TITLE: Reform and Minimize the Financial Impacts of Sexual Abuse in Louisiana 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact or behavior that occurs without the explicit consent of the 8 
victim. In the United States, there are on average 463,634 rape and sexual assault victims above the 9 
age of 12. With 17.6% of American women and 3% of American men having been victims of rape or 10 
attempted rape in their lifetime; accordingly, 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men experience sexual violence in 11 
their lifetime. In Louisiana, the rate of both sexual assault and attempted sexual assault continues to 12 
rise. Considering the damage of sexual assault can last a lifetime, it is imperative to ensure the victim 13 
to the best of the state's ability to maintain a stable life. Currently, crimes of rape in Louisiana are 14 
defined by three degrees; first-degree rape or “aggravated rape” has no statute of limitations, second-15 
degree rape or “forcible rape” has no statute of limitations, while third-degree rape or “simple rape” has 16 
a 6-year statute. In order to guarantee victims justice, it is essential to dissolve the statute of 17 
limitations for third-degree rape. According to Louisiana Act 487 passed recently, victims should 18 
receive a maximum of 15 thousand dollars for crime-related expenses. The average cost of childbirth in 19 
Louisiana is $16,012; in light of recent events regarding inaccessibility to abortion, 15 grand is not 20 
enough to cover the cost of childbirth and tests (including rape kits) for uninsured victims. To better 21 
warrant a minimal financial burden on the victim the maximum reimbursement should be increased to 20 22 
thousand dollars.  23 
  24 
 25 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 26 
This bill will be implemented in two ways: dissolving the statute of limitation on third-degree rape in 27 
Louisiana and amending Louisiana Act 487. The dissolving of the statute of limitation on third-degree 28 
rape in Louisiana should be effective immediately in all state courts and consist of all sexual assault 29 
cases that are yet to reach the previous statute. The amending of Louisiana Act 487 should occur in a 30 
matter of 3 months.  31 
  32 
 33 
SECTION III: FUNDING 34 
This bill will be funded by a 2% increase in income taxes for those with an income above 200k in 35 
Louisiana if necessary.  36 
  37 
 38 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 39 
If rulings are not adjusted properly, the county will be fined $250. 40 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 178 2 
Kalen Williams   Southern University Laboratory School 3 
Alaysia  Raymond 4 
 5 
TITLE: Mandatory background check and retreat clause in Stand Your Ground Law 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Previous “Stand Your Ground” laws also known as “justifiable homicide” or “shoot first” laws were 9 
associated with increased homicides each year. Studies show that there was an 8% to 11% national 10 
increase in monthly rates of homicide and firearm homicide.  These laws allow you to assault somebody 11 
or enforce use of a deadly weapon if you feel threatened without an obligation to retreat and apply to 12 
the protection of your home, place of business, or vehicle.  13 
  14 
 You must reasonably believe that the perpetrator is going to use any unlawful force against you, or is 15 
attempting to use such force while committing or attempting to commit a burglary or robbery. The word 16 
“reasonable” is vague and hard to define. What is reasonable to one individual may not be considered 17 
reasonable to another.  How do you defend “reasonable” in the court of law?   Furthermore, these laws 18 
do not require you to retreat or escape the situation. Under those circumstances, it encourages to 19 
shoot first then ask questions later with no regard to human life.   20 
  21 
 There are many cases where criminals have gotten off because of the “law”. Consequently, many lives 22 
were lost and perpetrators were able to walk free due to the stand your ground laws.  In addition, the 23 
state of Louisiana does not require an individual to have a background check before purchasing a gun.  24 
Therefore, the stand your ground law should be modified to include a mandatory background check and 25 
retreat clause.  26 
 27 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 28 
It should be required that everyone who owns a weapon for protection take a self-defense class(20 29 
hours), get certified to use a weapon properly and have a background check.  In addition, all persons 30 
who plan to purchase a gun should have to do the same.   Training should emphasize shooting to slow 31 
down and/or eliminate the threat before choosing to shoot to kill.  If there is a chance to escape or 32 
retreat from danger without being harmed, it should be required that they retreat instead of shooting 33 
first.  With this modification, less lives will be lost.   34 
 This bill will go into effect January 1, 2023 and will be implemented by the Louisiana Department of 35 
Justice.  Every individual who owns a gun will have a period of time to obtain the certification, class 36 
hours and background check.   Any citizen who kills someone and claims it was due to the Stand Your 37 
Ground Laws, will have to prove that it was following all stated requirements. 38 
 39 
SECTION III: FUNDING 40 
There is no funding for this bill. 41 
 42 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 43 
If the citizens do not adhere to the bill and purchase or own a weapon without certification, attending a 44 
self-defense class and a background check, they should be fined $500 on the first offense, $1000 on 45 
the second offense and jail offense after.  In the event a homicide should be the result of someone 46 
under this new law, the ruling will be determined by the court of law. 47 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 179 2 
Dynastee’ Jacobs   Jacobs   Southern University Laboratory School 3 
Harmony  Grant 4 
 5 
TITLE: Citizens who have been diagnosed with a mental health diagnosis will not be allowed to purchase 6 
or own a firearm  7 
 8 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 9 
Gun violence has plagued cities across Louisiana. Louisiana had major incidents involving gun violence 10 
and no one has really found a way to stop it. In 2021 approximately 453 people in Louisiana died by 11 
gun violence; thus, having the 21st highest rate in the country. An average of 492 people in Louisiana 12 
die by gun violence every year. A rate of 10.8 homicides per 100,000 people. Louisiana has the 3rd-13 
highest rate of gun homicides and gun assaults in the US. In Louisiana, 83% of all homicides involve a 14 
gun. Furthermore,  guns are the leading cause of death among children and teens in Louisiana. 15 
Ultimately, there has to be a solution to this problem and it needs to be dealt with now. We are losing 16 
teens, adults, even babies due to gun violence at an alarming rate. By placing some parameters around 17 
gun ownership, it could decrease gun violence significantly. 18 
 19 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 20 
Beginning January 2023, anyone who has been diagnosed with a mental illness will not be allowed to 21 
purchase a firearm. Now most gun stores let you purchase a firearm without doing a background check 22 
into your history. If you have a mental health condition, you SHOULD NOT purchase or own a firearm. 23 
 24 
SECTION III: FUNDING 25 
No funding is needed for this bill. 26 
 27 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 28 
Businesses who sell firearms to individuals who have been diagnosed with a mental illness will be fined 29 
for the first offense and subject to closure subsequently. 30 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 180 2 
Brailyn Dumas   Southern University Laboratory School 3 
Talyn  Saulsby 4 
 5 
TITLE: Remove the possibility of parole from convicted rapists 6 
  7 
 8 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 9 
In Louisiana, convicted rapists are offered parole after serving 75% of their sentence. In 2019, 2,273 10 
reported rapes in Louisiana causing Louisiana’s crime rate to rise to 3,711 crimes per 100,000 11 
residents. If this bill goes into effect, convicted rapists will have to complete their prison sentences 12 
without the possibility of parole. 13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
If this bill is passed, It will be implemented on January 1st, 2023. This law will go into effect to cover all 16 
parishes and all courts of law will have to follow this law. All convicted rapists will have to complete a 17 
full prison sentence. If full sentence is complete and convicted sex offenders commit sex crimes again 18 
such as, battery, molestation, and sexual assault etc. they will have to serve double their previous 19 
prison sentence. 20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
No additional funding is needed for this bill.  23 
 24 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 25 
Not Applicable 26 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 181 2 
Ariel Leatherwood-Garrett     Southern University Laboratory School 3 
Troy  Murphy 4 
 5 
TITLE: Increase restrictions on Gun Ownership 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Gun violence in Louisiana is a horrendous issue that continues to escalate. In fact, as of 2020, 9 
Louisiana was ranked 3rd in gun violence. Additionally, the death rate due to gun violence in Louisiana 10 
was 26.3 per 100,000 people. Everyday in Louisiana somebody is either shot , injured or killed due to 11 
gun violence and it is now time to make a change. The current Louisiana law for guns is that Open carry 12 
of firearms in Louisiana are permitted without a permit, as long as the user is of at least 21 years of 13 
age and legally able to possess a firearm under state and federal law. Although that is the Louisiana law 14 
for guns, it should not be allowed for a person to  be able to receive a gun with no permit.  15 
  16 
 To make changes to this law, those who wish to own a gun should not have a felony offense and 17 
should be able to legally own a firearm. Additionally, people who wish to own a gun should be properly 18 
trained and undergo a screening process to receive a permit. The screening process will include a 19 
background check of the individual such as ( felonies, jail time, age, mental status, connections to 20 
family, etc )..)   Equally important, those who wish to own a gun will only be able to have a handgun, not 21 
any extravagant guns such as automatic rifles, automatic pistols, shot guns, etc. With this bill it can 22 
help put gun violence to a halt and drop the death rates. 23 
  24 
 25 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 26 
This law would be put into place January 1st , 2023. We plan to implement this law in Louisiana by 27 
getting citizens to vote for it. Then we will speak about all of the good things that this bill will bring to 28 
the state, minimizing gun violence and saving the lives of millions in the future. 29 
 30 
SECTION III: FUNDING 31 
This bill does not need to be funded, it is a simple screening that needs to occur to minimize gun 32 
violence .  33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
The consequences of breaking this law is 5 years minimum.  Years will be added onto the 5 years if a 36 
crime is committed with the firearm. The restrictions will not allow potential owners to purchase or own 37 
a firearm.38 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 182 2 
Jamya Cain   Southern University Laboratory School 3 
Bre’Shaun  Murry 4 
 5 
TITLE: Increase State Workers’ Pay   6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
In Louisiana the cost of living has gone up tremendously.In 2022, a recent survey shows that Louisiana 9 
ranks  49th in average annual pay.  Salaries range from $70,199 to as low as $14,440.   WIth such low 10 
pay, it makes it harder to survive with transportation,food,and other personal needs..Since the prices 11 
on everything have increased it is harder to supply your needs with resources  being so high in price, 12 
while getting paid at a very low rate. According to resources the The price of gas has gone up 25% and 13 
food has gone up more than 10% in the last couple of years in Louisiana.This bill should help pay state 14 
workers at least $15 dollars an hour to support their living needs due to prices rising. State workers in 15 
Louisiana as of now only get paid $7.25 per hour, but the average income for a person in Louisiana to 16 
survive is $38,547 / $19 an hour. Then even the 25th percentile of workers makes $23,009 a year / 17 
$11 an hour, proving that what the state workers make is almost below average making it impossible to 18 
even have a basic living off of what they’re making. 19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
In order for this bill to take place the state of Louisiana needs to increase their pay by $15 dollars to 22 
help supply the needs of the state workers because of the cost of living. This law needs to take place by 23 
May 23, 2023.  24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
The funding will come from increased income taxes on household incomes in excess of $250,000 per 27 
year. 28 
 29 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 30 
Not Applicable31 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 183 2 
Mekelle Parker     Southern University Laboratory School 3 
Khaleb  Smith 4 
 5 
TITLE: Limit the number of opioid prescriptions to patients 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Opioid Abuse is the over/misuse of painkillers. In 2010, the death rate from opioid-involved abuse rose 9 
from about 20,000 to nearly 100,000 Nationally. Louisiana owns about 42 per 100,000 people. 10 
Dosage directions are labeled across painkillers but are not usually followed. Overconsumption in a 11 
short amount of time can cause a shortage of painkillers, which can cause the consumer to ask their 12 
doctor to refill their prescription. Repeating this over-consumption action frequently can cause an 13 
addiction. This is why there should be a limit on how often and the quantity that a prescription can be 14 
released. 15 
 16 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 17 
This bill could limit how much an opioid doctor can prescribe or release to patients because some can 18 
cause an addiction to the feeling that they give off. Such as a Euphoric feeling which can block off the 19 
pain receptors in your body. Many people also gain these pills to sell on the streets where many times 20 
the pills are cut with fentanyl which then creates a lethal dose.  Many people come up with false 21 
reasons to even get their hands on this prescription for that same euphoric feeling. A common 22 
misconception about opioids is that many people want to do them. What happens is that they get 23 
prescribed the pill and then get hooked on the feeling as it is an addictive drug. 24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
No funding needed 27 
 28 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 29 
Doctors who over prescribe opioids will be punishable by law. 30 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 184 2 
Victoria Dekeyzer   St. Joseph's Academy 3 
Claire Ann  Chustz 4 
 5 
TITLE: Grant Adoptive Parents Equal Parental Leave 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Parental leave is not available for parents who are adopting. This is a problem since the first couple of 9 
weeks spent with adopted children are the most valuable; it is the time the parents and child get to 10 
know each other. It is when they bond and not having leave for this critical time can cause troubling 11 
effects such as: delaying immunizations, postpartum depression, behavioral issues in the child, and 12 
trust issues in kids who already struggle to trust. Adoptees are twice as prone to developing 13 
Opposition Defiant Disorder (ODD). These rates could go down if trust and communication are 14 
established at the beginning of the adoption through getting parental leave. Full parental leave is 15 
already difficult to access even when the parents go through childbirth; it is even harder to access for 16 
parents who are adopting. This is unfair since caring for an adopted child is just as crucial.   17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
This bill will give adoptive parents the same rights to parental leave as biological parents.   20 
 21 
SECTION III: FUNDING 22 
This bill requires no funding.   23 
 24 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 25 
If a company does not give adoptive parents, the same rights to parental leave as biological parents a 26 
fine of $5,000 will be imposed upon the company.  27 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 185 2 
Cameron Wilkinson   St. Joseph's Academy 3 
 4 
TITLE: Expanding Prison Cells 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
 As of December 31, 2019, Louisiana’s prison population was 31,609, jail population was 8 
32,730, parole population was 28,283, and probation population was 33,741, and as of 2019, there 9 
were 111 jails and 9 prison facilities in 64 parishes. With a total of 64,339 people in prison and jail 10 
and 62,024 under parole and probation, Louisiana has one of the highest incarceration rates in the 11 
country. As a result of having one of the highest incarceration rates, Louisiana has some of the most 12 
overcrowded prisons in the country.  13 
 14 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 15 
 This bill will expand number of cells in facilities. This will be done by adding another section of 16 
the prison and building cells in there. The only problem with adding cells is that there is a need for more 17 
staff members, and the solution is to raise their salary. Another problem is the funding for the 18 
construction, but to fix it instead of doing all the construction at once the prisons could do a small 19 
amount per year. An alternative and less expensive way to do this is to build dormitories for the less 20 
violent criminals.  21 
 22 
SECTION III: FUNDING 23 
 The funding for this bill will come from the Department of public safety budget. The average cost 24 
per inmate is $30,168 per year, and the budget for each year through the Department of Public Safety 25 
is $734,795,732 per year. With the cost of about $170,00 per cell and each prisoner being about 26 
30,00 a year with only $734,795,732 a year, cells could be built a few at a time and the dormitories 27 
would cost about as much as a cell so they could be built at once. The salary raise for the staff 28 
members would come from the DPS and if the prison is housing a federal prisoner, then they get funds 29 
from the federal government and can use that to pay either the employees or pay to build cells or 30 
dormitories.  31 
 32 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 33 
There are no penalties.34 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 186 2 
Hannah Lagarde   Southern University Laboratory School 3 
Reginald  Ellis  4 
 5 
TITLE: Mandating safety protocols and procedures in Louisiana public schools 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Students shouldn't have to worry about their safety at school more than their education. There are high 9 
percentages of  shootings, parent/teacher alertactions, and student/teacher altercations. Here are 10 
some things that will lower these situations.  11 
 12 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 13 
Schools will establish a barrier from the front office to the hallway that accesses the classrooms. All 14 
bags and students should be checked before entering school buildings by authorized staff and security 15 
officers. Any visitors will be “buzzed” in. Gates and any doors that lead from the outside will be locked 16 
during school hours. If there are any fights students will be escorted from the front office to the vehicle 17 
outside of the gate by authorized staff or campus security. All parent/teacher conferences will be 18 
videotaped. If any verbal and/or physical threats are made by a parent/guardian towards a staff 19 
member or teacher they will be escorted off campus and will not be allowed back on campus. Parents 20 
can be arrested.  21 
 22 
SECTION III: FUNDING 23 
Districts will utilize state and local revenue to implement the safety measures in their schools. Districts 24 
will have a 3 year time period to implement the necessary changes.  25 
 26 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 27 
Districts who fail to meet this requirement will lose access to federal dollars. 28 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 187 2 
Hannah Champagne   St. Joseph's Academy 3 
 4 
TITLE: Mandate Public Schools to Teach About Sexual Violence 5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
 A National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey found that around 43.6% of women and 24.8% 8 
of men have experienced some form of sexual violence. Around 81.3% of female victims and 70.8% of 9 
male victims experienced their first attempted or completed rape before the age of 25. Rape is one of 10 
the most underreported crimes, with only 16-40% being reported to law enforcement. Many people 11 
don’t report rape because of the fear of not being believed, and low prosecution rates. However, one of 12 
the reasons people don’t report rape cases is because they have been manipulated into believing the 13 
incident is their fault. The National Women’s Study conducted a study that found that 31% of all rape 14 
victims develop PTSD. Also, victims are 3 times more likely to experience major depressive episodes, 15 
and 33% of victims have seriously considered committing suicide. Unfortunately, victims are also more 16 
likely to have major alcohol and drug problems in the future. Rape has become extremely prevalent in 17 
recent years and most people do not know what to do after this occurs, which is why this bill is aimed 18 
at teaching people what to do if a rape occurs. 19 
 20 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 21 
 This bill is going to mandate public schools add rape and what to do if you get raped to the current 22 
curricula being taught in health classes from freshman year to senior year. This curriculum would 23 
include the definition of sexual assault, sexual violence, and rape. This class will teach how to identify 24 
partner violence, and what to do if you feel endangered. It will also teach what you should do if you are 25 
raped such as visiting a hospital immediately to attain a forensic medical exam to gather evidence, don’t 26 
shower at the risk of removing evidence, contacting the police, and considering legal options, seeking 27 
out therapy, etc. Teachers who want to teach health/ currently teach health would be required to go 28 
through additional training pertaining to rape education prevention.  29 
 30 
SECTION III: FUNDING 31 
The funding will come from the CDC’s Rape Prevention and Education (RPE) Grant Program who provides 32 
more than 42 million dollars for teaching rape prevention. The funding will be used to train health 33 
teachers on the curricula. The remaining funding will be used to create a program that will ensure that 34 
the educational standards are being met. 35 
 36 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 37 
Any school found not teaching the curriculum/not teaching it to the set standards will have 10% of 38 
their annual sports budget withheld until they meet the standards.39 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 188 2 
Lauren Williams   Mandeville High School 3 
Brooke  Richards 4 
 5 
TITLE: Allow people to be able to have hands free phone calls in their vehicle, without getting a ticket 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Hands free zones means no use of any form of cell phones. There are signs to give motorists notice 9 
that using cell phone(s) while driving is illegal. If you are caught on your cell phone in a hands free zone 10 
you will get fined. This law would be changed to grant the action of hands free phone calls. This 11 
includes, having your cell phone in your hand while driving, having your phone connected to the car's 12 
speaker and talking on the phone through there, or having your cell phone held to your ear to talk on 13 
the phone. Making a phone call on your phone requires you to grab your phone, dial the number, and 14 
hold it with one hand. In contrast to if a person wants to make a call through their car speaker all they 15 
have to do is press a button and state who they would like to call and it does the work for you. Making 16 
hands free calls means you don’t have to take your eyes off the road, or take a hand off the wheel. 17 
 18 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 19 
Using hands free phone calls is a safer way of making calls, and people should not be  penalized 20 
for this. The current law of, being on any form of your cell phone while in a hands free zone, would be 21 
changed to allowing hands free phone calls in any areas on the road.  22 
 23 
SECTION III: FUNDING 24 
No funding is necessary for this bill. 25 
 26 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 27 
If someone is caught holding their phone, or using their phone by the law enforcement you will receive a 28 
ticket. These tickets can be up to $500 on the first time offense and around $1000 on the subsequent 29 
offenses. In some situations you will be sent to make a court appearance. 30 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 189 2 
Matthew Truehart   Mandeville High School 3 
Chris  Pederson 4 
 5 
TITLE: Protect Louisiana's Youth 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Louisiana youth are falling victim to drugs at an alarming rate. Just this year, two-year-old Mitchell 9 
Robinson died from a fentanyl overdose. In the months before his death, Robinson was hospitalized 10 
twice for similar overdoses, and the Louisiana Department of Child and Family Services (DCFS) received 11 
three reports about Robinson. It takes the Louisiana DCFS an average of 127 hours to open a child 12 
welfare investigation after receiving a report of abuse or neglect - more than double the response time 13 
of the Alabama and Mississippi DCFS. Louisiana’s struggling DCFS has undoubtedly put numerous 14 
vulnerable children in further danger. Between 2008 and 2016, former Louisiana governor Bobby Jindal 15 
cut the DCFS budget by over 50%. As a result, the Louisiana DCFS has systematically failed to protect 16 
Louisiana youth from dangerous situations such as exposure to hard drugs.  17 
  18 
 Unfortunately, many Louisiana youth are battling addiction. Between 2015 and 2019, the use of e-19 
cigarettes by high school students tripled to 32%. Vaping has extremely harmful effects on the heart 20 
and lungs; even more alarmingly, there remains little research on its long-term health effects. In 21 
addition, more than 28% of Louisiana high school students report using some form of drugs in their 22 
lifetime. Louisiana’s traditional methods of preventing youth drug and alcohol use have been ineffective 23 
- in part due to pro-cigarette and pro-alcohol lobbying efforts. It’s time to adequately fund existing 24 
youth drug-prevention programs and create new, innovative programs to protect Louisiana’s youth.  25 
  26 
 In 2010, the ACLU estimated $46,450,368 was spent in Louisiana enforcing adult marijuana laws; last 27 
year, 9,367 costly arrests were made for marijuana possession. Marijuana-related arrests can ruin lives 28 
and destroy families, and black people are three times as likely to be arrested for marijuana possession. 29 
It’s time to permit the responsible adult use of Marijuana and address the issues truly impacting 30 
Louisiana’s population. 31 
  32 
 33 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 34 
No further arrests shall be made for adult possession of fewer than 200 grams of marijuana.  35 
 In addition, all prisoners currently incarcerated for the possession of fewer than 200 grams of 36 
marijuana shall be pardoned upon the approval of the Louisiana Pardon Board. 37 
  38 
 The actions below shall be executed in the order they are listed; actions 1-4 are mandatory, while 39 
actions 5-7 are contingent on available funding. 40 
  41 
 1. The Louisiana DCFS budget will be increased by $22,300,000 (10%) for a total budget of 42 
$245,300,000 in the next fiscal year. The Louisiana state legislature will review the performance of the 43 
Louisiana DCFS to target funding in future years. 44 
 2. The Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education will be given a one-time $100,000 45 
grant to produce or adapt materials to create an optional supplementary curriculum about the history 46 
of drug use and the biological response to drug use. These materials may be incorporated into social 47 

 

 

and physical science classes at the teacher's discretion. Examples of potential lessons include the opium 1 
wars in eastern Asia, the history of cigarette regulation in the US and its effects on cancer rates, or the 2 
neurological response to addiction. 3 
 3. The representative of the Alcohol industry shall be immediately removed from the Louisiana Drug 4 
Policy Board.  5 
 4. The Louisiana Drug Policy Board will be given a $50,000 grant to produce a comprehensive annual 6 
report detailing Louisiana youth drug use. This report shall include numerous age demographics and 7 
consider youth surveys and local law enforcement statistics. 8 
 5. Remaining funding, up to a maximum of $10,000,000, shall be distributed in grants to local police 9 
departments based on the Louisiana Drug Board’s judgment of need. These grants may only fund youth 10 
drug law enforcement, youth drug education programs, or tiplines to report drug use. 11 
 6. Remaining funding, up to $5,000,000, shall be distributed as grants to incentivize the construction 12 
of new facilities that contribute to the health of youth and the community. These grants shall be 13 
distributed by the Louisiana Office of Economic Development along the criteria of feasibility, 14 
accessibility, impact on youth, and impact on the broader community. Preference for these grants will 15 
be given to public projects, but private businesses are also eligible. 16 
 7. Remaining funding will be added to the Louisiana DCFS budget. 17 
  18 
 19 
SECTION III: FUNDING 20 
The Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections will produce a report detailing the annual 21 
cost savings of prison, court, and officer costs resulting from the decriminalization of marijuana 22 
possession of fewer than 200 grams. The cost savings will be allocated toward the provisions located in 23 
section II. 24 
 25 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 26 
No penalties are necessary for this bill.27 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 190 2 
Ava Byon   Alexandria Senior High School 3 
Grace  Vidrine 4 
 5 
TITLE: Tobacco vs. Us: Who Will Win? 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
Tobacco is a severely addictive substance that teens in Louisiana have been given many opportunities 9 
to abuse, and increasingly in the past years. 4.6 percent, 5 of every 100 highschool students, reported 10 
in 2020 that they had smoked at least 1 cigarette in the past 30 days. By prohibiting the use while 11 
continuing to support the teens that are addicted to tobacco, not just they and their families will be 12 
positively impacted, but the community as a whole will grow to strive away from the toxicity it brings, 13 
amongst education, healthcare, and etc. 14 
 15 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 16 
Rules will be enforced by no later then the Final Adjournment to make the selling of tobacco products to 17 
minors or those who do not carry proper I.D. with them to be illegal. 18 
 Taxes will therefore be increased by the next stock of tobacco products throughout the country, for 19 
more then it costs to buy them to produce in the gas stations and etc. that they go to for consumers. 20 
Schools will be instructed to enforce harsher rules and thorough searches regarding the use, trade, etc. 21 
of tobacco products on or near campus.  22 
  23 
 24 
SECTION III: FUNDING 25 
Taxes will be increase on any tobacco products by as much as gas prices have been brought to be in the 26 
past 3 years.  27 
 28 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 29 
If passed, the penalties of this law will be no more than 2 months of juvenile detention for adolescents 30 
with up to 1 year of probation, and up to 2 years of jail for 18+.31 

 

 

LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 191 2 
Nicholas Pecquet   Catholic High School 3 
Alexander  Traylor 4 
 5 
TITLE: Youth background and Gun Purchasing Bill 6 
 7 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 8 
The legal age to buy a gun is 18. The only other right you gain at the age of 18 is the ability to vote 9 
and get drafted. Our bill would reduce an 18-year old’s ability to buy and sell a gun and raise those 10 
ages to 21. We also plan to stop clearing youth’s backgrounds when they turn 18. If you can remember, 11 
in past years many teenagers have committed heinous crimes and then were tried for those crimes. 12 
When you turn 18, your background is cleared. This may not seem like a problem since many youths do 13 
not commit heinous crimes, but some commit very severe crimes that seemingly go away when they get 14 
to be 18. Then, as soon as they turn 18, they can go out and legally buy a gun since they have no 15 
previous crimes that are recorded. So, how could we combat this? Well, the legal age to buy and sell a 16 
gun would be raised to 21. If you think about it, that is also the age to drink alcohol and buy cigarettes. 17 
I believe that gun buying should be permitted at the same time as you are legally permitted to drink. 18 
Also, we should not just clear any youth’s background when they turn 18. If you think about it, a youth 19 
could murder someone at 17 and then, if possible, a year later go out and buy a gun. Would you really 20 
trust a youth to change in 1 year? Of course not. Not clearing backgrounds would help prevent crimes 21 
from happening by our youths. Our bill would stop youths from buying guns until they turn 21, and we 22 
would also stop clearing their background when they turn 18.  23 
 24 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 25 
For this bill to be implemented into the Louisiana legislature, the bill would need a simple majority as 26 
well as formally signed. The law would take effect as soon as the bill is voted into law.  27 
 28 
SECTION III: FUNDING 29 
Implementing this bill would not cost any money. We would not need any money for this bill because the 30 
background checks of the buyer/seller will still be mandatory and the number of people to perform 31 
these checks would stay relatively the same. The only reason the number of workers would change is if 32 
the government were to hire new workers for the position. 33 
 34 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 35 
There will be a punishment for all those who do not comply with this law. If you are at a company who 36 
sells guns, and you knowingly sell a gun to a youth, you and the youth will be in big trouble. First, you 37 
and the youth will be arrested. If convicted, the seller will be put in prison for 10-20 years, and not 38 
have the ability in any cases for parole. You would also pay a fine of 5000$. If you purchased it, you 39 
spend 1 year in jail, and pay 1000$ in fines. This would count as a felony for both parties, so neither 40 
party could purchase a gun again. Also, the company would face no repercussions for the acts 41 
committed by an employee. 42 
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LOUISIANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 2022  1 

HOUSE BILL 192 2 
Bay Palmer   Archbishop Hannan High School 3 
 4 
TITLE: Ban Corporal Punishment in Louisiana Schools  5 
 6 
SECTION I: BACKGROUND 7 
“Corporal punishment is using physical force to discipline a student, with or without an object, and 8 
includes hitting, paddling, striking, spanking, slapping, or any other physical force that causes pain or 9 
physical discomfort.”(Convention on Rights of a Child) Currently, Louisiana is one of 15 states that 10 
allow corporal punishment in school districts, and over half of Louisiana parishes allow it. Corporal 11 
punishment has been shown to have huge adverse effects on students’ physical and mental health 12 
including the following: impaired cognitive, social, and emotional development. This form of punishment 13 
has also been shown to lead to poor educational outcomes, like lower IQ and lower test results, and 14 
increased aggression in students. Louisiana must abolish this form of punishment before it affects 15 
anyone else.  16 
 17 
SECTION II: IMPLEMENTATION 18 
This bill requires any Louisiana schools currently utilizing corporal punishments to replace it with 19 
alternative, non-harmful forms of punishment. Other punishment methods should be implemented, such 20 
as talking to the student and explaining why something is wrong. If this does not work other actions 21 
could be taken such as removing the student from the classroom, scheduling a meeting with the 22 
guardians, of this student, and the principal to talk about the student and what actions should be taken 23 
in the future to ensure this student would correct the student's behavior. 24 
 25 
SECTION III: FUNDING 26 
There are no costs associated with this bill. 27 
 28 
SECTION IV: PENALTIES 29 
If a teacher is found in violation of this bill they will receive one verbal warning, and upon the second 30 
reported offense, they are suspended. During the suspension, an investigation will be conducted by the 31 
school about the teacher’s behavior. If the teacher was found to truly be in violation of the corporal 32 
punishment ban, they will be fired and potentially charged criminally, should a mistake have been made 33 
a teacher is reinstituted and compensated for the period of suspension. If a school is found to promote 34 
a violation of this bill, they will have to report to the Board of Regulates and may be fined up to 10% of 35 
the government-provided funding based on what they receive.36 

 37 
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Supreme Court Challenge Form 

Name: ______________________________ School: ______________________________ 

Chamber: ___________________________  Bill/Law to Challenge: _________________ 

Bill/Law Preamble:  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Statement of Challenge: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________ Date: _____________________________ 
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Supreme Court Challenge Form 

Name: ______________________________ School: ______________________________ 

Chamber: ___________________________  Bill/Law to Challenge: _________________ 

Bill/Law Preamble:  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Statement of Challenge: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________ Date: _____________________________ 
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Supreme Court Challenge Form 

Name: ______________________________ School: ______________________________ 

Chamber: ___________________________  Bill/Law to Challenge: _________________ 

Bill/Law Preamble:  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Statement of Challenge: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________ Date: _____________________________ 

109



110



Supreme Court Challenge Form 

Name: ______________________________ School: ______________________________ 

Chamber: ___________________________  Bill/Law to Challenge: _________________ 

Bill/Law Preamble:  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Statement of Challenge: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________ Date: _____________________________ 
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Supreme Court Challenge Form 

Name: ______________________________ School: ______________________________ 

Chamber: ___________________________  Bill/Law to Challenge: _________________ 

Bill/Law Preamble:  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Statement of Challenge: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________ Date: _____________________________ 
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 YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 

Technical Amendment Form

Bill Number/Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Committee: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Amendment Sponsor/Club: _________________________________________________ 

Line Affected: ___________________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed    Tabled 

Clerk: X____________________________________________________ 
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 YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 

Technical Amendment Form

Bill Number/Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Committee: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Amendment Sponsor/Club: _________________________________________________ 

Line Affected: ___________________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed    Tabled 

Clerk: X____________________________________________________ 
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YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 
Amendment Form

Bill Number/Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Chamber: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Amendment Sponsor/Club: _________________________________________________ 

Line Affected: ___________________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed   Tabled 

Clerk: X____________________________________________________ 
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YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 
Amendment Form

Bill Number/Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Chamber: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Amendment Sponsor/Club: _________________________________________________ 

Line Affected: ___________________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed    Tabled 

Clerk: X____________________________________________________ 
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YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 
Amendment Form

Bill Number/Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Chamber: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Amendment Sponsor/Club: _________________________________________________ 

Line Affected: ___________________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed    Tabled 

Clerk: X____________________________________________________ 

123



124



YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE 
Amendment Form

Bill Number/Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Chamber: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Amendment Sponsor/Club: _________________________________________________ 

Line Affected: ___________________________________________________________ 

Amendment Text: 

Accepted: Yes No Designation:    Friendly Hostile 

Considered: Yes No Vote:    Passed     Failed    Tabled 

Clerk: X____________________________________________________ 
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